





A fascinating look 
\ at the changing life 
1 of Steffi Graf. 

The giri champion 
has turned woman. 
PLUS: is she the 
greatest ever? 
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donlt need to say 

^ we^ the best. 
Because our customers do. 



Every working day at Godicj is spent 
in updating technology and trying to 
get better Today, our modern, 
automated plant, with state-of-the-art 
technology has developed a truly 
international class lefngerator 

Here’s why 

■ All ne\s robust compressoi and 
international standard lOOC? 
polyurethane insulation An 
unbeatable combination which not 
only maintains lowest temperatures 
inside the relngerator but reduces 
power consumption consideiably 

■ Durable, attractive cabinet in a 
wide range of exclusive colours 

■ Ingeniously designed interior to 
store more 

Since people insist on Godrej 
refrigerators, it isn't surprising that 
we arc the fastest growing refrigerator 
manufacturer in the country 

We don't need to say we’re the best 
Because people like you do That’s 
what matters 


REFRIGERATORS 

if / BEYOND COMPARE 
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THE SPORTSWOHLD'MARINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 

Subscribe to Spoilsworld for a year and you will get free books of your 
_ choice from Marine Sports, Bombay _ 

Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 
Rs 310 a year (52 issues), Rs 610 for two years (104 issues) An annual saving of Rs 54 per year on the 

newsstand price, plus a book delivered to you 

Following are the books you can choose from 


Tick off the one/two titles you want and send your order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

The Circulation Manager 

Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd 6, Prafulla Sarkar Street Calcutta 700001 

Plea*e draw your demand draft/cheque m favour of Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd, Calcutta 


Any ONE for a year’s subscription 

Boycott Don Mosey Rs 290 
Vijay Merchant Rs 30 
The Badminton Story Rs 131 
ZolaRs 144 

Tennis Playing, training, winning 


Any TWO for a year’s subscription 

Howzattii Cricket Cartoons Rs 20 (actual pnce) 
Reliance book of one-day international cricket records Rs 45 
Ian Botham sports annual Rs 73 
Table tennis Harold Myers Rs 36 
The story of squash Rs 86 

The Guardian book of sports 1982/83 Annual Rs 364 

_OoMwi Owl Tlw loty ol PT Uiha Fto 3&_ 








6 She came trom a small town 
in West Germany and today 
stands head and shoulders 
above the rest in the tennis 
world Life has changed 
somewhat for Steffi Graf She is 
no longer the young girl who 
was making It big She is today a 
woman and an undisputed 
champion A look at the hfe of 
Steffi Graf Plus Is she the 
greatest^ 


It has become a trend m 
athletics these days that 
one star athlete 18 
responsible for the popularity of 
his particular event Today the 
110 m hurdles is a glamour event 
and Roger Kmgdom has plenty 
to do with this His recent world 
record was a climax m what 
must be one of the greatest eras 
of high hurdling 


Sure the Aussias played 
well to wipe out t^ 
English m the Ashes 
senes But much of the Aussie 
success must be because of Allan 
Border who has carried the 
responsibihty of the captaincy 
on his shoulders through bad 
times—and now good 
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Ian Botham announced 
that he was willing to 
go on Exigland’a tour of 
the West Indies And such is the 
state of English cncket that the 
chances of him being the next 
captain are more than slim 
What has made Botham change 
his mind? 
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The essential Steffi Oraf 
is not a star. For all her 
success, the Grand Slam, 
the celebrityhood, the 
cash, she’s Just there—so 
plain, so simple, so 
normal. Just another 
player on the court. 
Hoisting^ the trophies. 
Plajring' cards. Cooking 
noodles. Making friends. 
Falling in love. 4nd 
g^ing to bed at 9 o’clock 
sharp. And that’s what 
makes her so unique a 
personality on the world 
stage. Well, this fraulein 
is almost an enigma... 




ELL, this Fraulein is certainly different She’s won, won and 
won—everything, everywhere -ever since the world came to know ol 
her Ever since the world caved in, almost in meek surrender, to her 
unparalleled demolishing power Yet, the whole problem with Stclli 
Graff IS that she IS so commonplace She’s not even a stai She is so 
humble, so soft spoken, polite What the hock, she is not even a damn 
communist either Well, this Fraulein is a real enigma 
She’s even vulnerable so much so, that for all her succ-essos. 


celebrityhood and money, it’s, at times, almost impossible to harbour 
even jealousy or resentment And when she suffers one of her rare 
defeats, as the French Open four months ago, she becomes even more 


everywhere else... 


likeable After Sanchez of Spam pulled off the historic upset in that 
historic final, Graf, who was battling a bug that left her visibly 
weakened, warmly embraced her conqueror at the net You, in fact, 
begin to love her 

And look at what she's done and the kind of life she leads She has 
won all those tennis tournaments you talk about, lifted the laurels on 
all those hallowed turfs you write essays on. won the Giand Slam 
the gold medal at Seoul after win 
ning the four majors last year, 
played doubles with Princess Oi- 
ama, hobnobbed with Michael 
Jackson, rushed around the world 
to become one of the more i ecog- 
nisable citizens on any planet Yet, 
there has hardly been a hint of 
undergoing a change—personal¬ 
ity change Hardly a hint of be¬ 
coming a star 

That’s what made Steffi so spe¬ 
cial, so dear to the tennis world 
and outer—to us, everyone We 
can love or hate or at least talk 










about international stars, because they act the role We can only love 
Steffi For she is always there—just there Rushing to the next point 
Hoisting the trophy, her face lit up in a sunshine smile Playing 
cards Cooking the noodles And going to the bed at 9 o’clock sharp 
That’s the essential Steffi Graf 

In fact, despite the French Open loss to Sanchez, Grafs nearest 
rival 18 Gabrieila Sabatini of Argentina On the eve of last year’s 
Wimbledon, Sunday Times of London featured the beautious Sidiatim 
on the cover of its magazine with the strange billing “The New Queen 
of Wimbledon” 

But the fact remains that Sabatini is 3-16 against Graf Of the last 
11 sets they have played in Grand Slam tournament and the 



Olympics, Graf has won 10 

So one understands that when they gave that mysterious billing, 
’The New Queen of Wimbledon, the Sunday Times were obviously 
struck by the Bruce Hornsby syndrome “Oh my, my, when she 
walks on by It’s hard not to get lost in the view” 

Yet, in the view of a Sabatini compatriot— Patricia Tarabni— 
Oral appealed more 

“She 18 so simple to be so good She laughs with me She always 
plays pinball She is my friend Gaby just says yes. no I like Steffi 
more She is just another player off the court She is not like lam 
Number One and you guys get out of here She is so plain, so normal 
Yet, things became quite special for those plain folks back in 
Bruhl, who could hardly decide what to do for her Burgermeister 
Gunther Reffert has bestowed on her gifts of a dog and a horse and 


That’s what made Steffi | 
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She’s is so simple to 
She laughs H 
^e. She IS my friend 

yes, no. I like Steffi 
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shepherds MaxaiidZar aiui one boxei Ben stand constant (fuaid 
whileStofli relaxes inside the tiouseoT pia< tiseson hei pi ivute com t 
hidden bt'hind the outer fente 

And the woi Id knows how hard she pi ootises 'I’hey say Stetti has 
inherited a steely will and rare ini}X‘i viousness Iroin her fathei 
Petei Thev hr (kjR no failur e and quiokly zero in on lifr* s juprular 
TliO w'av Stetli is on tlu-court that is Pi ter every wlieic else saysa 
family fiieiid 








ALEXANDER MRONZ 


Hirthiittle A|»iil 7, IWB 
Birtbplare (.'ologne, Wesit (ienndiiy 
KoitidpnreN Same 

Height 

Weight. tH5(K4) 

Playn liiglithdiiiied 

1988 S T ATS 

Tom iidinents Played II 

Mat( hes won/losi 4/9 (S),7/9 (D) 

Pi ue Money $29,607 
(Jareer I’nae Money $44,7b9 

1 988 RECOR D 

• Qiiarteiflnaint at Tel Aviv 

• Doubles winner at St henet tudy 
(w/Van Kmbiirgh) 

• rtoubles Hnaliat at Tel Aviv (w/Baur) 

YEAR-END RANKING HISTORY 
1088 278 1987 190 Itmo 481 
1985 T574 

HIGHEST C AREER SINGL ES 

RN^MNG 

168 r7Mdi 88) 


TOUR TIDBITS 

Won Ills fiisl evei NOP doubles title at Si he 
neetady where Mi on/ and Oreg van 
Knihurgh ilefeuted Paul Aiinaeoiie/Patriik 
MtKnroe in the niial On the f'hallenger 
I in lilt, best lesiilts came at Waibhngen and 
Tel Aviv where he got u.s far as the quartei 
rin.iK l‘)8t> (■eiiiiiin Doubles Chaiiipioii 
with Mai kus Oaii Began playing tennis at 
age D> t’o.M bed by Aussie Ken llishins 
('onsiders his si rye his best shot Hobbies 
lilt lude t he slot k niiirket, golf and soi eer 
Fathei.Mohannes, is an aichitert Mother, 
lite, IS an au'ountant Alexander has a 
brother, Mu hael, and a sistei, Nieole 


NeveithPless, gfiven her personality, reticence, sense of humour, 
draire for solitude and the sharp almost aqualine features, Graff may 
in farjt be evi-n more her mother s daughter And it is a misconception 
that Petei slotxl alone in moulding Steffi into a champion 
In the early years while he laboured trying to make a go of the 
local tennis club. Heidi drove Steffi to all the tournaments and then 
flew with hei lo the far corneis of the globe But no. absolutely no way 
Hoidi will be inter viewed on 1 he subject of her daughter “I want to 
stay in the bar kgrouiid and build the best family for all of us," says 
Heidi whom Peter met alter spotting her on the balcony at college 
Petei however, has been ci it.ci.sed tor many things he has done to 
manage his daughtei siareci He has even been charged with 
pla.ving the c omputer by nianipulating her schedule to ptesei ve hei 
ranking abusing officials and coaching her illegally from the 
stands But then no father pei haps can guard his daughter from 
the dangeisof the ‘f‘nni.s uiiiveT.se in a much difleient way than I 

Peter a | 

“i used to sell ears for a living says Petei, “and I thought there i 

wore some sei ions hai s in this world And not a shred of doubt that j 
it w.ib Pett I s unforgiving indomitable spirit that went a long way i 
Ic })ut Steffi I igtit on top of the world 

When she w.is 1.) Steffi played an exhibition match in Fildorstadt j 
West Gei ni.inv with Tiaev Austin who was a leading playoi at that I 
time Hubtiling withe onfidenee and just as uninhibited as ever ! 

befoie young Steffi rushed onto court without waiting foi the 
established Amei ican stai The .score v/as 4-all m the first set before 
Austin i.in off eigfit games to won 1 

What do you t funk Trax v"^ How' good is she*? IXies she have a I 

chance to Iv iiuniher one sornedav*^ The West German Press was ' 

eager to know Stetfi's father expected a word of enr ouiagemenl 
from a senioi girl ' 

“Tliei e cU e a hunch ed like her bat k in the States," said Austin i 

hurting a proud fattiei and his ambitious daughter | 

“1 never forgot fins lem.iik savs Petei I 

Yeais lalei.tlic Tiac y Austins and the Andiea Jaegers proved so i 
bad so hollow they had to abandon the natural sucee.ssioii lo the I 
Evertilcva reign and into the bieat h came na.v cliargeri in the 
young Ix-lle of Bi tihi 

And to Hi ahleis that piet ist'lv w,is the gicatest attraction tif Stefti , 
Giaf Theatti.u tionof tlieeonimtirj gill reaching uncommon heights 
and pundits asc r ilx'd the phenomenon to .series of very spec lal I 

c|ualifles in the powei fill flei man 


‘ T(x> ambitious lootiuel like a luggcrnaut inhuman hkea 
compulei s.ud an Italian commentatoi Cesaie Ijaiiza on her 19th 
biithdav^ 


R EC’ENTI,V when the Gei mans re.ilised that the relationship I 

Ix'tween their favi- ir ite tennis maiden and hei new guv ' 

Mronz had leaehoxi romantic prapoitions—that is they had j 

ciated a eouple ol times in Australia in January and then he i 
niad(>an appeaianreat the Grafs Florida retreat, the pieas went | 

gag.i Aflei all, this was the fi» st man in Steffi’s life other than her 
fatliei and till'development was likely to cause considerable ' 

constei ation to the Gorman nation 

It in fart, did, though the effects of the relationship seemed to take I 
little loll on Hei i Gi al ‘This is gcxxl foi Steffi, gcKxl for all of us," he ' 
says It is time toi the bi eak And 1 think Steffi can make good | 

judgements Shesixisyou she knows if you are OK Alexander is a • 
tennis plavei He knows tennis comes number one with Steffi I ; 

think this IS .1 good ai rangement At the end of the day, if she says to | 
him It IS nine MOW I have to go to bed And he says'goodnight'and 
lets hei go, 1 think everything is OK ’ 
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When the Germans 

realised that the 
reUtlonship between 


Miou'/.odviousJji shot intofarripni 
piupinquttv to (irat, and by tho 
titno lie 1 tsu tie<t ticjmp attw 
playing RutvPSRlullv in a tow 
touiiiamonts, he wa« already a 
eeli-br ity with the whole [iross 
fjfanK (tifisiijR him around 
( vervwlK'ie (bu e when Mronz 
< ailed home his answering 
ma< hine lejKirted b() inter viow 
1 {‘quest •> 

A'ld t tien tlu' hsiding German 
dailv Bild splashed colour 
pliclogiaphsol Alexaiidei and 
Steffi .u lossIh ‘eiiagescUid 
speculat{‘d in heaflhrieb Steffi 
will an eiigagement ooine within 
the yeai*^ 

Steffi t(x)k it easy She joked “If 
. f hev ask I’U' f his subject I have an 
answer for them said Graf in 
Hamnurg duniig the r itizen Cup 
tour nanient which ahe won 
“riri going to say, 'Haven’t you 
hf'ard''’It’s all set Tmalre.uly 
jacking out the wedding dress ’ 
Well, she c an joke all she wants 
What she doesn’t realise is that 
Gei manv will not sleep well until 
I It IS sure Steffi and Alexander 
' liave slept together 


MICHAEL JOHNSON 
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- TEFFIGHAF leant 

back and smiled It 
was January 1989, 
the end of the 
Australian Open and 
there weie no 
questions about that 

- smile Eveiyone 

understands triumph and contentment 
At 19 Miss Giat had just won her fifth 
cons'^-utive Grand Slam title The year 
beloie she had won the Grand Slam with 
ridiculous ease, the Olympic medal 
almost a bonus Of r ouise she was 
Hinihns If you were the f> reatest tennis 
player in the world with the woid ‘ever 
about to be added, wouldn’t you*^ 

‘ The loi mula is .simple said Ted 
Tiiihnp- then with(asual .luthoiity 
Unless she’s injur ed or ill she i an t be 
biMleti '■ HadTiiiliiiK fluked’''Look at it 
this w.i\ tiiaf's l.ist loss to Pam Shriver 
at tlu OeceitPier 1988 Vii n'liia Slims 
Finals was heallli i (dated a lold and 
fever Then in June iMH<) six months 
altm Tinlin^ s M'lnai k f iiaf wa<~ 
hanifiered b\ food [ioisofiini> aiidi tanipis 
No Tinliiiff w.isn t fluking oi talkiiiff 
from the fop of his m.n velfoiis bald pate 
Fie knows He should < onsidennf'his 
asstK’iation with womens tennis dates to 
the 1990 s when be ndeieed the then 
iiu ornpai able Suzanin* Le‘n{» len matches 
And speakiiifi of in\ incibilitv w hat 
about LeiifJlen s dominat ion ^ Between 
1019 and 192H she List merely one 
match when illness lor ced a aefault 
C ommeiittxl HeUm Jai olis a later 
champion She was the ri eatest player I 
ever .saw You couldn t i eally win points 
against hei - she had to make an err or 
And Suzanne Ijcnglt n lately rai ely 
made an eiior 

Yet a (ompai ison iif Lenglen with Steffi 
would bedistorfixlby timeand the 
enoi mous leaps in technology 
competition and oppor tunity The tour is 
now ti uly 20th century it is a 
garganf UcJi megabucks entertainment 
business Technology has usheied in a 
phenomenal i acket i evolution using 
almost extra-terrestrial mater lal 


IS STEFFI 
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THE GREATEST? 





(Graphite injection to some sounds like a 
athletes hormone aid) Add to that 110 in 
wide body rackets, which explain why 16 
year olds can hit the ball like grown 
Canadian lumberjacks Furthermore the 
early opportunity to tram and the v ast 
advances m technique make Lenglen's 
play in the 1920's to be prehistoric 
Thus, Steffi’s flirtation with being The 
Greatest’ can be argued i eally in the 
context of the last 15 years--and that 
means Martina Navratilova 
On the face of it a comparison could 


seem like useless i hetoi ic Naviatilova 
won her first toui narnent in 1973 16 
yeai s ago Grafs initial ti niinph was 
nieielv.i veaisagoin 198t’ Tin absolute 
authoi ity of Grafs game .nid liei 
foinudablc physical and mental strength 
though has veiy quickly demanded ‘hat 
Cl itics I eevaluate all opinions and 
rewrite former detinitions of what and 
who The Gieatest is and it is not 
nieicly thccviteol time one look atGiat 
IS enough to wondci how much better 
can a woman tennis pla\ ei bt'” 



“Gm/ (laminates 
like Martina did 
m 1983-84. It's 
hard to compare 
them becaus the 
game is at a 
higher level than 
before. I think 
Martina is 
playing better 
than she did 
then, but she's 
stiU No.2. The 
game has 
improved so 
Steffi must be 
playing 
weir —Helena 
Sukova 





Helena Sukova fiitd a telling shot after 
the AustialianOpen this year ‘Graf 
dominates like Mar tina did in 198'l-84 
fwhen she won six stiaight Grand Slam 
titlesi It’s hard toeornpaie them because 
the game' is at a higher level today I 
think Martina is playing tx'ltm than she 
did then, but she s still No a The game 
tias improved so Steffi must be playing 
vervwell ’ 

Suiely il tfie game has inipioved Steffi 
hastx'en the pi unary catalyst- as 
Ma 1 lina w.is a d<*f ade ago, when veined 
foie.nmsarid net r ushing was her 
(out 1 ihution to womens tennis If 
Mar tina was Everest, Graf is that 
unknown higher pt'ak 

•Sue Ear ker, once No 5 has no 
ti( sitatiori though in vindicating Grafs 
superior Ity, but adds the clause vif a tinu 
ti'st "Yes at the moment I thrrik she’s 
the greatest Though I'd say she really 
needs to prove herself for more years As 
fai as IxMng an athlete she’s the best It’s 
difficult to say over a long jiei axi 
though -1 think the real test IS ahead It 
she can stay at the top for three years 
more, she'll be the bi*st So far Steffi has 
[jlayed fXHiple who ve been around a long 
tune like Chi is and Martina The re.i! test 
lies .ilirvid with the young playru s 
1 onung up We 11 have to see how she 
< ofX'S with that ’ 

Bar ker has been caut lous and eoi i ec I 
Grafsathletic'ism tolK'gin with lias bt>en 
a revelation Intheeaily 15>8Usever.vone 
Ix'Jieved Martina was unirpie the result 
ol BolKjrt IIa<is’scoinputi*ri/ed diet and 
foi rner brusketball stai Nancy 
1 aelxM man’s gruelling woi kouts Said 
Martina, ‘ 1 was (then) discover ingtiue 
tiaiii in my bcxlv loi the fust tunc ’ 

Grat, h.is contradicted Martina’s 
muse ul.u till listing power with a lissome 
litiie build to dr aw an analogy it 
Mar tina was the one of potent panthensh 
liuists Graf moved like a skittish 
.■>latlled deer Even Martma .idmitted 
‘ Slie’sa spiint<‘i a track and field 
athlete 

Till'other tdC'Ct 1 st lieu ability Giafs 
development hasIxien sei'sationallv 
t^istei than Martiiid’s whuli surely 
.dig us itself to the new them v t h.it t his 
m lU'iatimi hasI xh'u allowed gieatei 
('ppoi tuuities c)l lacililes coac lung and 
I ompetitioii than ever Ix'tore a m-ich 
(p'lt ker lelationship with and awarenes'- 
of puilessional tennis Bv 20 Maituia 
ti.ii' vi't to win a Ciiand Slam title At 20 
.->1* til lias already gai neied seven Tlien 
et un M.iitmalidswmi 1'’(iiiindSlam 
so., les titlesovi'i a cousisti 1,1 (,ueet 
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while Grafs longevity is to he tested If 
she IS to match Martina's record she will 
have win as quickly as she is doing foi 
father Peter has often intii8U*d that “1 do 
not believe that Steffi wants to play 
tennis for such a long time as Martina 
and Chris " 

Both though can make huge bids for 
being the most complete player 
Martina's serve and volley.while 
ensuring the edge with an incredible 
doubles record that Steffi cannot match, 

18 a liability on clay whei c she staggers 
often Stefh's all round game enhances 
an effectiveness on all surfaces but her 
reliance on that destructive forehand has 
often diverted attention from hoi 
stuttering backhand Aftei 1989 s 
histone French final Steffi 
acknowledged this “The shot* (backhand; 
18 not effective anymore The topspin will 
have to come wxmer oi latei ’ Hei 
advantage though is time to impiove, 
which Martina doesn’t have 

The third factor is competition levels, 
anothei of Barkei's wai niiigs Mai(iiia 
has played through an agmrig Rillie Jean 
King, past a tempciamenta! Kvonne I 

Goolagong over a fust magnificent | 
then detioratmg Kvert and uitofjraf i 

Grafs ehal lenge has bi*(*n a almost j 
finished Evert, adechningMartinaand a i 
host of precocious still undevclopt'd | 

teen-queens-to-bo Sabatiiu provided a | 

measure of coinpetiton briefly, and it is , 
left to Sanchez. Seles and Cafii lat i to alter 1 
the future If Graf can succes.sfully ; 

confi ont these throe and any I 

anon ymous others all aiguments must ^ 
cease Graf, remains unmoved though, “I . 
know that everybody IS coming up It 
was the same way when I was 15 oi 18 I 
I’m not afraid of it ” | 

Statistically, using wm-loss rc-enrds, 
winning streaks and caroei maU h ' 

averages, Mai tnia wo aid always he i 

ahead in eoui t they would be 
considered as inadmissible ev ideiu-e as 
Graf has year s of stat istic-s left to 
collect 

It is this inability to ascertain whethoi , 
Graf has peaked which is perhaps the 
decisive factor Omsider this already 
most critics rate Graf over Mar tina A 
further improvement, and a very likely 
one at that, would make our argument 
redundant Stefli Grafs hunger is not 
satiated. Grand Slam or not, her search , 
for superior play continues Coach I’avel 
Slozil, perhaps puts it b(*8t “Ofcouise 
she’s unsatisfied That’s what makes her [ 
a great player ’ ■ 
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ANGUS FRASER 


FROM LIHLE ACORNS 


The rise of England*s latest bowling star 


NOUS FRASER has come a long way since he was reprimanded by his captain for 
throwing acorns in the outfield That was when he was a teenager, playing in the 
second team at Middlesex’s Stanmore club, but since the acorn mcident—‘boredom’ 
stalled it-Fraser has grown into an oak of a man with a big reputation 
Club c Ticket has remained close to his heart during his emergence through the 
Middlesex ranks to make his England debut m the third Cornhill Test at 
Bldgbcistun in July His debut, at the age of 23, was starthngly effective His 4 for 

_6,3 off 33 fast-medium overs compared favourably with Dilley’s 2 for 123 from 31 

and Jai vis’s O loi 82 off 23 in Australia’s big first innings ol 424 
The Saturday tollowing the drawn Edgbaston Test saw Fraser turning out for Stanmore in the 
Middlesex I^eague against Hoinsey, and he took seven wickets, happy to help the club that 
moulded his lormative vears Ttie men of Hornsey found Mi Fraser as hard to get away as the men 
of Australia had the previous week 

He says ’1 didn’t i eallv play to have a bowl much more for the fun of playing with friends I enjoy 
I'lub ciKket A lot ot players lose contact with their clubs when they play the first-class game ’ 
Frasei’s philosophy of bowling is to give the batsman absolutely nothing, and figures suggest he 
has >)een successful in his aim As one of the best himted-overs bowlers in the game, he returned 
impri'ssivel.v mean figures in last year’s Britannic Assurance Championship campaign with 
Middlesf'x only 1484 i uns conceded in 674 1 overs, with 77 wickets—and he has continued in that 
vein tins yeai 

All this might suggest that Angus Robert Charles Fraser was born a Yorkshireman or, more 
likely d Bcotsman but his birthplace was Bilhnge in Lancashire, and he was brought up in north 
Ixmdon His grandfdthei came from Inverness before moving south to become a Lancashire 
poh( email IXon, Angus’s father works as a senior planner in the construction industry 
Augu.s mill Aiastaii his younger brother, both went to Gayton High School in Harrow before 
joining tlie ^nddl(■s•'x county staff as later, aid Mark Ramprakash Alastair. the junior by two 
yi ars IxiwKs f,i,stei (haa Angus witfiout achieving his biother’s iDontrol, he completed an unusual 
double vch ‘ii he took ovei from his brothei as England's 12th man for a while during this 
summei s sinxind Test at Ixird’s 

At 6M (>ins .Hid 15'stone, Angus Fraser is ceitaiiily a big man with a big future To many 
ohsf«tvei‘i ot th“ game. fx>rhaps his careei started when he bowled Graeme Hick with a beauty in 
last ye.ii’s Nat West final which Middlesex won On television, against perhaps the world’s best 
hitsinan, in fiont ol a capacity liOrd’s ciowd yea. the timing was perfect 

Fi asei s.iys ‘ It lielix'cl me realise in my own mind I cxiuld take wickets against the best, breakuig 
down the bai i lei of self belief Sometimes, when you’re young, you axe very conscious who you’re 
bowling at You hold them slightly in awe I feel now I can get anybexly out The batsman is gomg to 
have Ills dav, but I’m going to have mine 

My attitude to bowling is that 1 can manage as many wicket-taking dehveries as most people, so 
there is no point bowling bad balls between the good ones The more you bowl on the spot the better 
I don’t have the leal pace to intimidate bastmen I bowl 'xiuncers to get them onto the back foot, bv t 
that's all 1 woi k more at getting batsmen to make mistakes rather than fending a short one to short 
leg 

Oiie unFxjx>cte'f twest in Fraser’s rise to fame was the media's apparent obsession with his feet 
Hardly a day seemed to go by w'lthout a mention of his size 13 boots, ‘daisy roots’ hand-made at a 
exist of ovei £,100 

F^’eser. a man with an unflappable cemperament, says ‘It doesn’t really bother me but I don’t 
think mv feet are that big I mean, a 6ft Gins blo^ should have size 13 feet’ 

A sense of fii oportion an asset in professional cricket, stems from the importance ho attaches to 
his uKJt.s lH\vond diusj icx^s at club and family level 
Staiimoi e have tidd John Benaud. of Australia and England’s John Murray as playing members, 
bat P’lasei IS their first home-grown prcxluct to play for England 
locat c.ikt, from Idtlc cuxiins grow Doubly appropriate m Angus Fraser’s case 








ANGUS FRASER 

In action agalnat the Aussles. On 
hia debut he took 4 for 63 from 33 
overa. 


PATRICK EAOAR 



mxufiw n.ui||uu<u wmmvamiaan 
under-estimated hurdler in 
international athletios. He won 
the 1984 Los Angles Olympic 
g^ld and people did not think 
much of it He performed none 
too well in the intervening 
Olympic years with Oreg Foster 
and Toni Campbell and Renaldo 
‘Comeback’ Nehemiah hogging 
the limelight But he was not 
hassled Come the 1988 Olympic 
Oames in Seoul and Roger 
Kingdom does the impossible 
He wins the gold medal once 
again This time, the eyebrows 
went up a little bit but his 
performance was overshadowed 
by the Ben Johnson scandal 
which, finally, overshadowed all 
other achievements of the 
Oames 

But it didn’t matter Roger 
Kingdom went on practising He 
went on training with even more 
intensity and it had to pay It 
did, at Zurich, on August leth. 
1989 Roger Kingdom clocked 
12 98 seconds to smash the eight 
year old record of his idol, 
Renaldo Nehemiah 

Hours before the race, he made 
a trans-atiantic call to his 
mother because he felt that he 
was too relaxed He missed those 
butterflies in hts stomach, so 
essential prior to a great 
performance “So’he said,‘1 
called my mother and rhe gave 
me a few scriptures to read That 
did the trick ’ 

Roger Kingdom has fearsome 
determination. Look at the set of 
his jaws in the picture (on the 
right) In Seoul, after his 
Olympic win, he said, “I have a 
strong kind of determination I 
was also training In the snow 
sometimes when the others were 
still in bed sleeping ’ 

The world press is finally 
beginning to acknowledge that 
Kingdom is indeed the great 
athlete that he has been for so 
many years now And as for 
Kingdom, the shattering of this 
world record IS nothing He 
wants to do better 

‘I did what it took to win but it 
wasn t perfect he said, ‘I decked 
the fu-st hurdle and I decked the 
last and in between I hit a few 
with my trailing leg which 
twisted me sideways a bit But I 
think I can go as low as 12 85 or 
even 12 80 ” 

Roger Kingdom was not the 
sort of athlete people tended to 
bracket as legend 

They must now 
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It was strongly 
hinted within 
the game that 
the two men 
have already 
been chosen 
from a list, 
allegedly some 
30 names long, 
from which the 
original touring 
party was 
selected...But it 
is likely to be 
the end of the 
season before 
the names of 
the final 
defectors are 
leaked. That 
way they would 
be protected 
ana the South 
Africans would 
be virtually 
^aranteed 
u>ng>running 
propaganda for 
their cause. 

Greg Thomas did not reply 
to the TCCB letter, and 
instead announced his 
decision to go to South 
Afnca 


OP Eng'lish cndketers may have to play the rest 
of the season under the suspicion that two of 
their number have agreed to defect to South 
Africa 

The South Africans claimed they will have no 
difficulty recruiting replacements for Phil 
DeFreitas and Roland Butcher, who dramatically 
withdrew from the 16-strong squad due to tour 
the Republic in January 

In fact it was strongly hinted within the game that the two men 
have already been chosen from a list, allegedly some 30 names 
long, from which the original touring party was selected But this 
time the South Africans will keep the names of the defectors secret 
as long as possible 

There is no doubt that they underestimated the public pressure 
to which the rebel tourists have been subjected since they became 
known DeFreitas and Butcher, the only two black players in the 
party, received the worst of the criticism and cracked under the 
strain 

All Bacher, Managing Director of the South African Cricket 
Union said that the tour would go ahead as planned The 
remaining 14 players, among them former England captains 
"Mike Gatting and John Emburey, have confirmed to the lour’s 
player-manager, Gloucestershire’s David Graveney. that they 
intend honouring their contracts 

But it IS likely to be the end of the season before the names of the 
final defectors are leaked That way they would be protected and 
the South Africans would be virtually guaranteed long-running 
propaganda for their cause 

The effect on English cricket can only be damaging The first 
tour Testa in the Ashes series were played in an air of uncertainty 
and suspicion The withdrawal of DeFi eitas and Butcher was 
welcomed but it has unwittingly plunged the game back into an 
atmosphere in which players are no longei sure whether they can 
trust their neighbours 

The Test and County Cricket Board yesterday sent letters to 
another 16 players asking if they were available for the one-day 
Nehru Tournament in India in October and the West Indies Tour 
in January Of the First batch of 33, only nine including Ian 
Botham who has yet to be persuaded- -did not answer ‘Yes' by the 
August 3 deadline 

Some of the latest letters liave gone to younger players, like 
Northants’ David Capel and Greg Thomas who were missing fom 
the original mailing list 

Why these nine players have not replied ‘yes’ to the TCCB lettei 
IS not known There is speculation that of these nine, two may be 
South Africa’s secret recruits Of course Botham is being counted 
out He has made it clear that he will not come to India for the 
Nehru Cup and he has reportedly also turned down the South 
African offers, saying “How could I look my mate Viv Richards in 
the eye after that”' 







I wondf-rful 
;uiiinit‘i wdA 1985 The 
veatlier was not 
>artic ular ly wfjnderful, 
olcouis>e hut the cricket 
wafalhnllin)^ Eng’laiid, 
undfc'i David Gower’s 
leadership, won the 
senes against Austi aha 
in a ca liter and when 
the sun shone. 

England’s leading 
batsmen scored runs as 
though they were going 
out of style Little did we 
realist* us we watched 
Messi s Gower Gatting. 
GixK’h and Robinson 
flay the ball to all parts 
ol ever v Test ground 
except land s that i uns 
were indeed going out ol 
style*, at le<ist as far as 
England weie 
coiiceriu'd 

The 1 989 suniinei h.is 
proved to be a quite 
differt'iit expt*i lenct* 

The Austi ah.iris are lieie 
again, and theta plains 
of both national XIs 
seem tamihai but 
evei ything else h.is 
changed luir astait the 
sun h.is Ix'en shining 
almost without a bleak 
sini e the begiiiiiiiig of 
the season < i eating 
tempeiatuies by kite 
July th.it weie higher 
thanl3('mba\ Greteoi 
the Costa del Sol 


Forlorn England 


No wondei Kiiglaiut 
looked loi li)i 11 Tfu* List 
tworeall\ hi;l sumiiieis 
111 Bi it.iin v% ei e 1 075 .iiut 
lSl7b seasons which 
saw English dele.its 
ag.iinst .Australia.iiul 
West Indies in 
cousecutue \e«us K\et\ 
time the sun lealh 




I shines in England, we 
lose the knack ol 
pkiyingcni ket tithe 
gTCcnhouse effect i oils 
relentlessly on .is th«* 
s< lentists would h.ive us 
Ix'heve and if the Jioh* in 
1 heo/,on(* l,i\«'i gets.nn 
I 1.11 gei wt will h.ive to 
I i esign our selves to 
Ix'iiig .is poviei fill ,1 
fence III woi Id cik kel ,is 
we an* in vvoi Id tennis 
I oi Albania IS in world 
I fix it bah 

I In the meant mil' 


I 


Eng hind have to dec ide 
what to do to pi event 
themselves looking tcxi 
silly 111 West Indies this 
winter The selection of 
the toil I mg party is 
oliviously a fan ly 
imjxiilant paitol the 
whole pi<x-ess and I 
ti list that by the time the 
st*lecf Ol s sit down to 
pi< k names out ol the 
li.it they will have 
enough willing 
loluiiti'i'is to m.ikethe 
tup It IS not my idea of a 


TOSSING 
TO WIN! 


What does it mean to have called 
correctly and then being stuck with 
an impoi^tant decision to make’ To 
bat first or send the other side in? 


Nowadays playing 
cricket m West Indies is 
no safer than importing 
heroin into Malaysia, 
but I suppose there are 
always a few batsmen 
who don’t get caught. 


fun-filled New Year, 
facing Curtly Ambrose 
from 22 paces 
Nowadays playing 
cricket in West Indies is 
no safer than importing 
heroin into Malaysia, 
but 1 suppose there are 
always a few batsmen 
who don’t get caught 
We will be led (I 
assume) by a man whose 
recoi’d as captain of 
England against West 
Indies leaves rcxim foi 
improvement The only 
aspect of the match 
where David Gowei 
comes out level with his 
West Indian 
counterparts is m 
winning the toss On 
that score they are 
five-all and against Viv 
Richards he is ac tually 
3-2 up Thereaftei. 
things have clearly not 
gone accoroiiig to plan 
Ot the five decisions 
Gower has made on 
winning the toss three 
have been to bat fii st and 
two to insei t West 
Indies Interestingly 
West Indies have batted 
first only twice on 
winning the toss agamst 
Gowei, letting England 
have fii st go thi ee 
times, so England have 
batted ill st six times 
against West Indies 
under Gower Last 
summer Richards won 
the toss twice and batted 
only once England’s 
captains (Gatting, 
Emburey and Gooch) 
won the toss three times 
and batted eaich time 
once even gaming am 
honourable draw Chris 
Cowdre.y pooi fellow 
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couldn’t even win the 
toss 

Now, 1 am not the 
greatest captain ever to 
load a village side onto 
the field but I do know 
that il you have a weak 
team you let the other 
side bat first to make a 
game of it and hope that 
the ram comes along to 
help you lirnp to a di aw 
Unless, as quite 
frequently happens, 
only half vour team have 
turned up in tune tor the 
stai t. and then you have 
to bat f II St and pi ay 

My village club 
Saltw<K)d lives by thi.s 
t ule and most sumrncis 
it woiks wondu fully 
This veai our 
masteiplan has bt“en 
hair|H‘ied sonu'what by 
the good weal lier but 
still we ve pi( ked up 
nioie thaws than losse.s 
even if th<* vk foiles.ite a 
little tiard tot omehv 
<’)ii tlieofh' I Hand W CJ 
(’.i.if t'adojift'd fill view 
th it if you will I Ik toss 
\ouhat If you aie 1 1 .tiiy 
dviuht you tliiiik .itxiiit it 
.Old 1 lit'ii vtiu fiaf 1 
suppose ills tt'.inis wt'if 
.1 littl<'bif sfuinttet than 
Saltwtxid with its 
tunouslilend of ( lafibetl 
ageantf v'lHilhfiil 
inexpei ii'iict but.dsol 
suspect the wit kets h.ivt* 
t hanged .1 littleovei tlie 
past lOOye.iis 'hate 
won tlu toss only lour 
timt's in the id Tests in 
which he led England, 
but he hath d fii st eat h 
time and won the lot His 
Adstiahan counterpart 
bath'd lust each time lit 
won the toss, and won 
foul lost till ee and drew 
two That means that 
62' < of WG s Tests as 
leadei were detiided by 
the toss, which really 
saves a gi eat deal of time 
and eoluran inches 
Nobody then evei put 
the othei side in ana 
nobcxlv ever had to 


explain his decision to a 
voracious Press-box 
eager for scandal 


Argument’s 


Assuming for the sake 
of argument only, tlmt 
the standard of the 
cur rent England side is 
closer to the England ol 
the 1890s than 
Saltwixxl, then 
obviously tnr* right 
thing tor oui capt.un 
tliiswintei to do IS to 
wi . the toss and bat I 
know that in 198.‘i 
against Australia 
Gowr'r benefited from 
Bor del s wrong < all 
foui times nisei ted 
the Aussiestwice 
and still won the 
SCI les comloi tably 
I also know 
tfi.it on fusonly 
suf cessful toui as 
(> plain against 
India in 1984-8,') 
the side w inning 
tile toss batted 
first each tune 
,tnd failed to win a 
suigle'r«'sf but 
all the same Gowet 
has tobr'lieve 
liidt fiis team 
IS gofxl enough 
to win the Thud 
Division ol the 
Kent Village Ixiagiu 
quite easily and that 
thei otoi e letting the 
othei side go in fust to 
make a g.un*' ol it is not 
the solution It he loses 
the toss he must 
pieteiid to Viv Richdid'- 
that halt of his side arc 
St ill on the beac'h (if 
pi cteiU'C' IS needed i and 
that England will )U8t 
have to bat first 

So here s my advice to 
England’s captain (and 
dll my friends will tell 
you I have quite a 
reputation as .i tosser) 
win the toss and bat 



a game of It Ihconlv 
altei native is to 
postpom thi'toiu until 
Giaeme Ilii k and niavbt 
ev<‘n Iiniiny Cook arifi 
RovPienaai cUeeligibii 
in the next drx ad< 
Jonathan Rica 
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C RICKET- 

compansons, 

are 

commonplace 

exercises, 

among critics and even 
the most casual of 
followers of the game 
This indulgence has 
been more predominant 
in the case of 
all-rounders, where 
dissecting greatness is 
as different as may be 
the opinions of political 
parties in a democracy 
While the majority 
factor happens to hold 
the key in the 
functioning of the 
latter- whether or not 
one IS able to 
demonstrate 
results— nothing of the 
SOI t exists m cr icket 
Unless one has 
something conci ete to 
show by way of figui es, 
because suppoi t from 
the major chunk of 
opinion would emei ge 
only latei, dwelling as it 
may be on the 
rnei its demei its ol each 
player in question 
However as fai as 
statistical evidence 
backed up by populai 
consent goes for the 
topic under sci utiny 
there is no denying the 
exalted place lor Sii 
Gai y Sobers—the 
ultimate all-i oundei 
Because he was a 
Bi adman with the bat a 
Botham and a Piasanna 
with the ball and a 
fieldei as awesome a* 
Cohn Bland Not only 
this He could bat, at any 
numbel, on any wicket, 
and undei the most 
testing conditions, apart 
trom being able to 
dolir'ei any variety one 
asked tor -pace 
slow-medium and 
spin of t he highest 
class Not to speak of his 
mercurial ability in the 
field, where he could fit 
himself with effoi tless 


ease m any slot, close-m 
or the deep He was a 
three-in-one gemus 
Sobers's Test record of | 
over 8,000 runs, over I 
200 wickets and over 
100 catches, bears 
testimony to his 
prowess 

How does Sobers react 
to all this eclat’ With 
quite dignity, for he has 
allowed his 
achievements to do the 
talking Be that as it 
may, he has not ignored 
the fact as to what it 
means for him to 
describe someone as a 
great player He reveals ; 
in his autobiography "I 
judge greatness on the j 
quality of the j 

opposition Would I 

Botham have taken so j 
many wickets if he was 
playing against Weokes, 
Worrell, Waleott and the 
other great players of 
my time’ Keith Miller 
was a bettei all-i ounder i 
than len Botham i 

because he had moi e I 
style He was a faster, ^ 
more threatening I 

bowler Millet had the i 
advantage both with the 1 
bat (his average was 36 
against Botham’s 35) ■ 

and with the ball 1 170 
wic kets at 22 OO against ' 
Botham's 373 at 28 00 at 
the end of the 1987 , 

Pakistan senes in i 

England) In Miller’s , 
day Australia played 
matches only against ' 
the senior 

Test-match-playing I 
countries England ! 
West Indies. India and i 
South Africa ’ | 

There it is' ' 

Comparison between I 
two of the most ' 

successful all-rounders, | 
from all angles, because | 
the others in the I 

league—from Kapil Dev, i 
Imran Khan. Hadlee, i 
not to speak of Vinoo 
Mankad, albeit equally | 
good —have had ' 
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battinfjTDowling tecords 
a shade less in 
excellence than the two 
Sobers has touched upon 
as examples, barring' the 
calypso southpaw who 
is modest in glory 
Which alsf makes for an 
excellent case-study 
Therefore, it becomes 
imperative foi one to 
study the nuance a'.d 
thought ol it all in 
detail 

But what really makes 
them so much identical 
has been that 
inescapable element in 
their dispositions 
eccentricity. In more 
simple terms, moods 

Moods, as moody as 
the weather in Blighty 
For Miller, his mental 
temper indicated his 
interest One moment, 
he would look bored and 
the next moment, he 
would with 
uncompi omised 


Miller would have 
been much more 
devastating than 
any other 
all-rounder in the 
limited-overs game 
today. While 
Miller’s record has 

temerity, bring off a 
superb catch Botham 
too IS no different Foi 
he, like Miller is 
electricity personified, 
be it on the field with his 
exciting capabilities, oi, 
off it, smoking pot 
brawling or. when he's 
working foi charity or 
defending a friend in 
distress 

On one count, 
however Botham may 
not match the brilliance 
of Miller Miller was a 
better paceman, had 
speed as well as grace. 



been consistently 
good against the 
countries he played 
with, Botham’s 
performances 
versus the West 
Indies have been 
lackadaisical. 

not to speak of ilu- bcttci 
repertoire of strokes he 
hdii at his disposal as a 
batsman 

On theothci hand, 
one could araw .some 
conclusion in favoui of 
Miller who played in 
only 55 Test matches, 
.against a powerful 
brigade of batsmen 
definitely supeu lui than 
most of Botham’s era, 
for his tally of Test 
wickets H ad t here been 
one-day matches m his 
time history would have 
been different Millei 


would have been mucii 
more devastating than 
any other all-rounder m 
the limited-overa game 
texlay And, while 
Miller’s reewd has been 
consistently gcxxl 
agaujst the countries he 
played with, Botham’s 
performances Versus the 
West Indies have been 
lackadaisical 

Whatever the 
dispai ities in their 
approach Miller and 
Botham have both had 
yet anothei thing in 
common In their 
philosophy of cricket 
No guesses It just 
meant attack! 

In the end. only class 
will tell And, we have 
only one option To give 
Miller a plac>e highei 
than Botham’s But only 
next to Sobeis, who is 
unconqueiable, the 
numero uno of cricket 

Rajgopal Nidamboor 
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SUNDRIES 


All 18 associate-member countries will 
compete in next year’s ICC Trophy, which 
will be held in Holland from June 4-25 
Holders Zimbabwe are seeded m Group A, 
which also includes Arg^entina, Canada and 
Singapore The other groups are. B-^Fiji, 
Bangladesh, Bermuda, Kenya, 

C—Denmark. East and Central Africa, 
Gibraltar, BSalaysia and United States, 

D—Holland, Hong Kong, Israel, 
Papua-New Guinea and West Africa 
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SACA are unhappy with Barry Richards 

HVIt mor Si.'Uth Ati ican Test Iwtsman Bai i > 
Bu hauJ - IB to leave his i»cist as South 
A list i aha scoai li to boeomt* chiel executive of 
the (duet iislaiiit t'l K'kel AssiK-iation at ati 


annual salary ot $A 80,000 South Australians 
officials, unhappy with the situation, pointed 
out that Richards is still undei contract to the 
SACA In Bi’isbano Richards will team up with 
Queensland's new State team co.ich Richie 
Robinson, the former Victorian wicketkeepei 
who played three Tests as a batsman for 
Australia in 1977 
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Oxford University captain Mark Crawley 
exam trouble 


The poor dc,idvmic /lei fi n iiuinco of ()xfot d 
University skippei MdikCitiv[,lf'v heobtdiiied 
a third class deg^rop, hasiesulted in his 
college, Oriel asking him not to i oturn foi his 
foul til year cheinisti v i eseai ch 

The regulations for ram-affectefl one-day 
matches in Austi aha have been changed In 
futui e the target of the side batting second 
will be calculated by counting uji the runs 
scored in the appiopi latc iiumbei of highest 
St oi mg overs from the first team’s innings 



Northants seoretary/manager Steve 
Coverdale apologised to Warwickshire 
batsman Alvin Kallicharran after he had been 
the target of racial abuse during the 
NatWest Bank Trophy quarter final at 
Northampton. Kallicharran said that the 
abuse came fl'om about a dozen people near the 
dressing-room, “They were just thugs," he 
said, adding, “This is my home and it is my 
son's home, he would love nothing better than 
one day to play for England ” 

Glamorgan have become the first count\ to 
offer year-round contracts, with hx:al 
company Kelter Recruitment g-uaranli-eing 
wmtei v/ork lor the players 


The Lords & Commons XI. captained by 
Stafford MP William Cash, made a two-week 
tour of Barbados during August The 
parliamentarians faced a local side led by the 
island’s Minister for Tourism and 
Sport—former Test fast bowler Wes Hall 

Barbados Minister of Tourism and 
Sport—former Test fast bowle" Wes Hall 




Test (IK kct s leading i uiwoorer Suml ! 

fiava.skHr joined an 11 mile sponsored walk 
lion, W( inlilev to I.«*lelimoreHeath on .July IG ' 
in an atti nipt to laise funds foi the fight to 
avoid the r lo.sure of the Haie Ki ishna temple at ^ 
IJhaktivedantaManoi in Hertfoidslnro 

I 

Ian Botham s Australian agtmi Tam hvion , 
was refused a visitor's visa dunnffJuly, and 
was fonad to Iea"e Britain by HomeOftico 
olticials who put him onto a flight to Holland 

I 
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I 
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FITNESS 



Woii That Waist 


C ONTINUING With 
our aerobics work¬ 
out, let’s move onto 
the waist this 
week After all. isn’t that 
the trouble spot for most 
of us‘^ Although, don’t 
mix up the waist with 
the stomach we’ll tackle 
the gut later, but for 
now we’re going to work 
the sides of the midriff 
And, therefore, the 
emphasis on all the exer¬ 
cises we’re going to dis¬ 




cuss IS to bend side¬ 
ways and not forward 
Stand with your feet 
about shoulder-width 
apart, arms held up in 
front of your chest 
I Then, bending to the left 
I side from the waist 
(keeping the knees 
straight) leaoh as far 
down with your left 
I hand as possible while 
I sending the other elbow 
I as high as you can 
I Straighten the body, 
[ bringing the arms back 
j to the original position 
! and repeat Count on ev- 
j ery bend of the waist, 
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reaching eight and then 
trying for another eight 

Once you’ve completed 
two counts of eight on 
your left side—hope 
you’ve been going side¬ 
ways and not forward, 
it’s much easier to do it 
when you go slightly 
forward but not as effec¬ 
tive—repeat the same 
thing on your right side 
The idea is to stretch one 
side of the waist while 
crunching the other, 
these’ll trim off the ‘love 
handles’ that bulge over 
your waistband 

Now let’s bend to the 
left, right arm thrown 
over your head and the 
left arm behind your 
back to allow maximum 
extension Using the 
weight of the upper arm 
to carry you further in 
your sideways stretch, 
bounce very lightly as 
you try for maximum 
flexibility Count on ev¬ 
ery minute bounce, get¬ 
ting to eight and easing 
off the pressure 

After this, stay bent to 
the same side and put 
both hands behind your 
head, top elbow pointed 
to the ceiling, and 
stretch the waist Again, 
use that minute bounce 
as you try for maximum 
stretch, counting with 
every downward move¬ 
ment to get to eight 

How’s the right side of 
your waist feelmg by 
now’ All stretched out’ 
Good Let’s punish it 
some more—and then 
we’ll give it some rest, 
promise—by putting the 
right arm over your 
head such that it covers 
youT ear and hangs over 




« * 


your head Qnp the fin¬ 
gers of the right arm 
with your left hand and 
pull This IS a real killer 
since you’re using the 
arms to assist in the 
waist stretch Count 
with every pull, easing 
off at eight 
Now it's time to tor¬ 
ture the other side of 
your waist Starting 
with the simple bend, 
witn left arm thrown 
over your head and 
right arm tucked be¬ 
hind your back, go 
through the whole 
routine we’ve just pre¬ 
scribed for the left side 
Give it as much effoit 
you gave the first side, 
or else you're going to 
end up with a waist 



that's slimmer on one 
side' 

Okay, once we’re 
finished with that, 
here’s something that'll 
take the pain away Stay 
with your feet apart but 
keep the body straight 
as you point the right 
hand to the ceiling and 
keep the left hand on the 
back of your left thigh 
Now run the palm of 
your left hand down the 
back of your left leg, 
trying to reach the ankle 
while keeping the I’lght 
arm pointed at the ceil¬ 
ing. Reach for the ankle 



four times, then switch ' 
sides, repeating with the 
right side Come back 
and do it again on the 
left side, then back to the 
right 

Now that the pains 
eased ott a bit, let s twi.st 
that waist Keep the IfH't 
spread out for balance 
and swing the upper 
iKidy around, using the 
arms foi added impetus 
C'mon, swing it out Try 
and twist the waist as 
much and then some 
inoie Count on every 
twist to the 1^, gettmg 
to eight and then going 
for anothei eight 

Next, lunge to the 
sides while trying to 
touch the elbow to the 
opposing knee Using 
basically the same 
swinging movement of 
the previous exercise, 
bend the left knee while 
twisting the upper body 
to touch your right 
elbow to the left knee 
Next, straighten the left 
leg while bending the 
right knee and touching 
the left elbow to the 
nght knee Even as you 
touch the elbow to the 
knee, the other arm 
should be thrown up to¬ 
ward the ceiling Count 
on every touch of the 
elbow to knee, getting to 
eight and then trying to 
reach another eight 

And finally let's really 
go for It Carry on the 
lunge, only this time 
we’re not stopping at the 
knee We’re aiming for 
the ankle' Count on ev¬ 
ery touch of elbow to 
ankle, relaxing after 
eight counts 

That’s it for the waist 
this week But we’ll give 
it a little more of a work¬ 
out next week when we 
progress to sitting-down 
exercises Till then, keep | 
working that waist' i 
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T hough English 

cricket languishes, to 
anyone not parochially 
orientated this is an 
exhilarating season The 
1989 Australians have 
come to inject a powerful 
shot in the arm And by 
heck the game needed it 
It seems only 
yesterday that 
Australian cricketers 
were as wayward as the 
English Their batsmen 
dithered, floundered 
and played across the 
ball in much the same 
unco-ordinated way 
including that obliging 
bunch who hoicked 
catches galore to fielders 
around the square and 
long-leg boundaiies, 
while then bowlers 
seemed incapable ot 
keeping straight 

Bai Bordei then 
batsmen were a 
jumblesale lot Now 
suddenly, fiom the 
darkness have eniei ged 
players tec hnically 
equipped to tollow in the 
ti editions ol Tt uinpc'i 
Macartney IJiadman 
Ponsford, McCabe and 
thou several il lust nous 
successoi s 
Why oh whv have 
English critics so long 
remained blind to the 
essei’tial nec ' foi sound 
technique*'* They 
welcomed, virtually 
unquc>stioned, such 
lault-T idden 
cats-on-hotbi icks as 

n 

I have been 
captivated by the 
batting of Waugh 
which brought back 
nostalgic 
memories...butto 
play forward with bat 
and pad interlocking 
has inbuilt perils 








E« MUitniHa ptz»ii TV Turner ui riuuiiv vuMisr ivf rvurvT sam wauid 

1 > ihlH'.l 


Things have not changed greatly after 135 years' 


Barnett, Curtis, even 
Robin Smith after he 
had swerved from the 
sound precepts on which 
his then exciting game 
was so well based in 
South Africa 

Ga 2 ang at the TV 
scene—my main source 
of information—I am 
surprised to see who 
catch and who miss the 
selectorial eye, which 
has long been an 
inaccurate barometer of 
form The eye fixed on 
openers Broad and 
Robinson hut dodged 
Roebuck, who lo<iks 
appreciably the 
best-equipped 
tec‘hnically of the t no 
01 course he is 
nandicapped by playing 
foi an unfashionable 
county, as was 
unfortunately Harold 
Ciimblett 

Now the Ausbies have 
come to set teclinu al 
examples, but will tluy 
be hoKled‘*Then 
liatsmen stand cal nd v al 
the wicket no aims 
waggling no heads 
hobbling about, no 
elbows awkwardly 
jutted, quietly, awaiting 
the moment lor taking 
back the bat arid moving 
foot oi eet into position 
foi the intended stroke 
All splendidly 
economical and 
effective 

Moreover, improved 
technique has bred new 
confidence that their 
footwork will keep them 
out of trouble, so that 
they are beginning to 
shed their ‘battle 
bowlers', under whose 
weight batsmen have 
long been labout mg 
How grand to see Boon 
and Waugh together in 
Australia’s good old 
baggy green cap 

There was a time when 
many opponents in the 
counties were awed by 
the appearance oi those 


baggy caps N ibody 
could po.ssibly bo awed 
by an ugly tin helmet 
jiinched liom the 
mot < 1 r -cycle track Tlicu' 
really is no need foi 
he«id piotection on 'lie 
deaihwn Test pilchr'sol 
lv)day The left-handed 
.l.K k Russell, then No R 
but showing ter hniqur* 
.superior to that of some 
eat 1 let batsmen proved 
how slow the Lord’s 
pitihw.is Several times 
he crac kt d Alderman 
and Law.soii thiough the 
covers with straigiit bat 
oil the back Ifxit But his 
was not a hack stroke 
foi his left loot remained 
stationary just inside 
the crease Only on a 
pitch lacking pace could 
the ball fiom those 
bowlers have come 


Add one silly 
proposal to pay 
pensions to ageing 
Test players to 
dissuade them from 
going to South Africa, 
and what have we? A 
half-term report of no 
discernible progress. 
Time to get cracking, 
Mr Dexter. 


thiough s(i 
corvenu'iillv 

On the pitches of his 
tune Bradman could not 
havefoued Maui ice 
Tate 111 th.it niaiitit'i 
without going I iglit 
bai k on Ins si uinjjs as 
Haiiimoiifl used to do 
.unong his opponents 

A'tei Kngl.iMd 
plunged to defeat .it 
IiOid s we,<-.iw<i film of 
the I'U'i .tri tni.i (.1 
Austialia It was one of 
themoi 'worUiwtiileol 
the many HM( repi'ats 
iMsausethi iewereshot.s 
ot the Don icni'ahng tiis 
iinni K ul ite I'v Imupie 
H* semiicd sl.itioM.ir yat 
thet K'asi'so long Ixdoie 
theswift suie.K lion, 
the light loot towaids 
gully the bat 
synchronised to jii idiu e 
thf'peilei 1 

ficld-siilitting (’111 There 
wiS tiKi thednve 
against quick Ixjwluig 
the left leg si i etc lung 
thicetofoui lc<d dow’ii 
the liark foi the b.ill to 
tie st •’IK k on the 
halfvolley well in 
advaiK ( of the front 
fexit Bi idn.an never 
null I isiveh pioppi d b.it 
and pad linked togetlicr 
in a .-.o-callocl forward 
stroke, which is in fact a 
half-cock stroke 


What shimld be of 
particular mU'rest to 
those mcxlorns who 
hook ins(*cuiely liom a 
sidcway.s-on position is a 
clip showing the Don 
moving his right foot 
well back and outside 
the off stump and the 
left just outside the leg 
stump so 1 hat he was 
facing straight down the 
pitch The position was 
such that if the ball 
ku ked high it would 
pass over the left 
.shoulder 

That was how all the 
Ix'st playei s of the hook 
1 iperat ed, Mc( labe, 
Compton and Bill Edi ich 
among them Edrich, of 
whom Keith Miilei said, 
‘It's nogoixl howling 
bouncers at Bill If it’s a 
good on(‘ he lets it pass' 
if it's not a gocxl one he 
hcxrks itfor loui ’ 

Now from tin* 

Aust I ahans we have 
fuithei caiKse to admire 
fcxrtwoik Inevitably I 
h<ive lic-eii capt ivatecl by 
th” batting of 
Waugh and brothel 
Mai k of Essex kxiks 
quite for niidable 
also which brought 
bfUik nostalgic 
memories Jisstoiie 
featui e of his ganie is 
.shglil ly disturbing 
i'er haps I should not 
criticise him, foi to play 
for w.iitl with bat and 
pad intc'i locking and 
(W( ij ovei lapping in 
paitnei ship is now an 
accepted technique But 
il has inhuilt p*rils, 
part 1 C ulai ly when the 
pad b<ii s the bat’s route 
to the b.ill 

That sir ikes me as 
jilayiirg witli tire under 
thc> Ibw law which 
bi mgs the' off side so 
inueh'iito play Indeed 
perliaps too muc h, foi 
umpire's st'f'm more 
ready to give* batsmen 
out to balls breaking 
back frejm the otf than to 
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New recruit Mike 
Atherton hooks 
tliosi' whifh piU h on 
line V. itli Uu* wickc-t .ind 
t II n sidiit icntlv ftom 
Jf'K tostiiiifihtfn At 
piesnit tlK'V > 11 « still 
willin )4 tocti (cpt (iuniniy 
stioki’s.'isi vidoiKool 
int(>]it to jiltiN till' b.Ul 
pit< limp outsKli' olf 
stiiin|j It snf'nis.iii 
afjotlicit flu‘ law was 
thaiU’cii tint 1 still 
11 nn*nil)i‘' .1 Solihull 
s( hoollii)\ uaiiit'rt 

H 


Jonos latoi of 
Waiwickshiip pulling 
till'wool ovoi umpiring 
I'yes at Foot'd s He thi ust 
his left leg loi ward to 
meet the ball and sw’ung 
his Ijat aimlessly outside 
it That dummy was 
ai f epted as a stroke at 
the ball Umpiiesaie 
still being misled in that 
way 

One of these days they 
w ill 1 aisc the bhnkei s 
and proceed against 
underworld methods 


There was a time 
when many 
opponents in the 
counties were awed 
by the appearance of 
those baggy caps. 

Nobody could 
possibly be awed by 
an ugly tin helmet 
pinched from the 
motor cycle track. 


Then indeed batting 
techniques will have to 
be adjusted, putting 
incidentally some of 
those hovering short-leg 
fielders out of business 
and making Terry 
Alderman an even 
greater menace 

Meanwhile what of 
England’s future’ When 
are we going to glimpse 
the bi ave new world 
promised on the 
appointment of supremo 
Dexter’ Dunng the first 
half of the Test senes he 
has taken one step 
forward thanks to 
Angus Fraser, and 
a lew backward, 
reverting to a former 
captain and disinten ing 
Tavare among them 
Add one silly pi oposal to 
pay pensions to ageing 
Test players to dissuade 
them fiom going to 
South Aft ica and what 
have we’ A half-toi m 
report of no disrei iiible 
pi og less 

Last summer Robert 
Baaley and Alec Stewart 
looked the best-equipped 
technically of the young 
batsmen I saw I liope 
their modest scor ing 
t his season does not 
mean that the one-day 
game has urged them, 
like so many others, ’ 
towards bad habits 
They should now be 
knocking at the door, 
which has yielded to 
many with obviously 
faulty technique 

It cannot be stressed 
too often that at the top 
level technique is 
all-iniportant To help 
its development, the 
supremo could ban the 
tin hat That would 
wonderfully concentrate 
thoughts on footwork, 
the groundwork of all 
batsmanship and one of 
the weakest pai ts of the 
English game 

EM WaWngk 
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National Events: 

Atblatics: National Open 
meet in Madras, from 
September 1 to 3 Masters 
meet in Trivandrum, on 
September 9 and 10 Caro- 
na-Kribhco, International 
permit meet, in Delhi on 
September 19 and 20 
Billiards* Oscar Pro-Am 
Radiant Grand Slam 
tournament at Delhi, from 
September 14 to 17 
Cricket Western Australia's 
tour of Tamil Nadu Fix¬ 
tures as follows Septem¬ 
ber 10 Tamil Nadu Cncket 
Association (TNCA) XI vs 
Western Australia at 
Coimbatore September 
12 Karnataka vs Western 
Australia, at Bangalore 
September 15-19 Tamil 
Nadu vs Western Australia 
at Madras, for Kailas 
Chemplast trophy Septem¬ 
ber 20 Tamil Nadu vs 
Western Australia limited 
overs match for Minister 
Cup Deodhar trophy, li¬ 
mited overs tournament, at 
different centres in North 
Zone from September 26 to 
October 2 

Football All India Brigade 
Gold Cup tournament at 
Dageeling from September 
4 to October 6 Inter- 
Railway junior cham¬ 
pionships at Varanasi, from 
September 16-21 
Hockey F..st All India Gat- 
far Khan memorial tourna¬ 
ment at Shivaji Stadium 
Delhi trom September 1 to 
8 23rd Junior national 
women's championships at 
Trivandrum, from Aug 30 
to Sept 7 

Golf: Indian Tourism Open 
at Gulmarg, from Septem¬ 
ber 5 to 8 Prize money 
worth Rs 2 lakhs Chandi 
garh Open from Septem¬ 
ber 14 to 17 Prize money 
worth Rs 1 5 lakhs Bhatin- 
da Open, hosted by Chetak 
Golf Club, from September 
21 to 23 Prize money 
worth Rs 75,000 OCM 
Open, hosted by Panther 
golf club, at Amritsar from 
September 27 to 30 Piize 


money worth Rs 1 lakh 
Car Rally* The Great Desert 
Himalayan Raid from 
September 3 1o 14, via 
Jaipur, Udaipur, Jodhpur, 
Jaisalmer, Bikaner, Delhi, 
Shimla, Manali, Ladakh, 
Leh and terminates at Sn- 
nagar 

Table Tennis* India Cup 
tournament at Bhopal, from 
September 17 to 20 48 
players, including 16 
women to participate 
Boxing 5th sub-junior 
national championships at 
Quilon, Kerala from 
September 7 to 12 Senior 
national championships at 
Calcutta, from September 
24 to 30 Inter-Railway 
championships at Calcutta, 
from Septembar 5 to 8 
Wrestling 43rd Inter- 
University championships, 
at HAU campus, Hissar 
Haryana from September 
15 onwards 
International Events 
Athletics lAAF Mobil Grand 
Prix finals at Monte Carlo 
on September 1 World Cup 
at Barcelona, from 
September 8 to 10 Mcvi- 
tie's Challenge. lAAF in¬ 
vitational meet at Crystal 
Palace, on September 15 
Glasgow marathon, on 
September 12 Merseyside 
marathon, at Liverpool, En¬ 
gland on September 17 
Archery* Invitational Inter¬ 
national competition at Po¬ 
land, from Sept 5 to 12 
India to participate 
Boxing World amateur 
char pionships at Moscow, 
from September 17 to 
October 2 

Cricket* Natwest trophy, li¬ 
mited overs, final Md- 
dlesex vs Warwickshire at 
Lord's on September 2 
Refuge League Cup final at 
Edgbaston, on September 
17 

Cycling Tour of Britain, 


trom August 29 to Septem¬ 
ber 3 Tour of Catalonia, 
from September 2 to 9 
Pans—Brussels road race 
on September 20 Nissan 
Classic at Ireland, from 
September 27 to October 
1 

Equestrianism* Nations Cup 
at Calgary, from Septem¬ 
ber 6 to 10 European 
three-day event cham¬ 
pionships at Burghley 
Golf European Open at 
Walton Heath, from 
September 7 to 10 Ryder 
Cup, Europe vs USA at 
Sutton, Coldfield, from 
September 22 to 24 Vag- 
liano trophy at Italy on 
September 22 and 23 
Dunhill Cup at St Andrews, 
from September 28 to 
October 1 European Mas¬ 
ters for women at Brussels, 
from September 7 on¬ 
wards 

Hockey Caribbean cham¬ 
pionships at Georgetown, 
Guyana from September 2 
to 9 Champions trophy for 
women at Frankfurt, from 
September 1 onwards 
Motoicycling Brazilian 
Grand Prix at Goiania on 
September 17 
Motor Racing Italian Grand 
Prix at Monza on Septem¬ 
ber 10 Portuguese Grand 
Prix at Estoril on Septem¬ 
ber 24 

Rowing World cham¬ 
pionships at Bled. Yugosla¬ 
via from September 2 to 
10 

Sailing* Whitbread Round 
the World race starts at 
Gosport, from September 
2 Tempest World Cham¬ 
pionship at Italy from 
September 1 to 9 
Squash* Al Falaj Open at 
Muscat from September 3 
onwards 

Football World Cup qual¬ 
ifying matches (European 
zone) Sweeden vs England 


at Stockholm (group 2) on 
September 6 Austria vs 
USSR at Vienna (group 3) 
on Sept 6 Finland vs Hol¬ 
land at Helsinki (group 4) 
on Sept 6 Norway vs 
France at Oslo (group 5) on 
Sept 5 Yugoslavia vs 
Scotland at Belgrade 
(group 5) on Sept 6 Bel¬ 
gium vs Portugal (group 7) 
on Sept 6 South American 
zone Bolivia vs Uruguay 
(group 1) on Sept 3 Peru 
vs Bolivia (group 1} on 
Sept 10 Uruguay vs Boli¬ 
via (group 1) on Sept 17 
Uruguay vs Peru (group 1) 
on Sept 24 Ecuador vs 
Columbia (group 2) on 
Sept 3 Paraguay vs 
Ecuador (group 2) on Sept 
10 Columbia vs Paraguay 
(group 2) on Sept 24 Bra¬ 
zil vs Chile (group 3} on 
Sept 3 European Cup. 
European Cup Winners 
Cup and UEFA Cup, first 
round iirst leg matches on 
September 13 Second leg 
matches on September 27 
Tennis Men Singles final of 
U S Open at Flushing 
Meadows, New York on j 
Sept 10 Women singles I 
tinal on Sept 9 Spanish , 
Open at Barcelona from 
September 18 onwards 
Wightman Cup, USA vs 
Great Britain at Williams- ' 
burg, USA Virginia Slim | 
series at Arizona from 
September 11 to 17 Virgi¬ 
nia Slim series at Dallas 
from September 18 to 24 
Volleyball European men's 
chan-pionships at Stock¬ 
holm, Sweden from | 
September 23 to October i 
1 ! 

Television Live telecast of 
Carona—Kribhco Interna- ! 
tional Permit Athletics meet 
at Delhi, on September 19 | 
and 20 Live telecast of 
final of Oscar Pro-Am Bil¬ 
liards final at Delhi on , 
September 17 Live tele¬ 
cast of final of 1st All India i 
Gaffar Khan memorial ' 
hockey tournament at Delhi ' 
on September 8 ' 

Compiled by Novy Kapadie 
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SPORTSWORLD SPECIAL 
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M SALVE 
made it 
amply clear to 
Kapil that 
nothing short 
of an 

unqualified 
cmology from 
the players 
would 
improve the 
situation. 
Kapil said he 
would discuss 
the 

possibilities 
with the rest 
of the players 
but never got 
back to Salve 
again 



THE BAN 

WHATWIU 
HAPPEN NOW? 


IN view of the upcoming Nehru Centenary Cup, 
wUl political pressure end the stalemate over the 
six banned cricketers? 

Will the PM’s office intervene? 

What are the opinions of the different 
politicians? 

RITU SARIN reports from Delhi 


he ban on the six ci ickel 
playei s is not only 
testinR the resilieiiv’c of 
the Boai d of Control for 
Cl icket in India. (BCCI) it 
lb also challenging the 
claim of the government 
that the body has always 
luiic tionod 
aiitonomoublv The hectic political 
activity that followed the imposition of 
the ban has put that claim to he 
Alter th£‘ ban the player s first took 
then «‘motion.il ippe‘dl& to the peoples 
com t Kapil l)('v was seen on television 
almost a pathetic hgure begging loi 
meu y Kapil’s sinceiity and anguish was 
c'ontageous foi the rest of the banned 
plavers but they must have missed the 
flambovance of Kavi Bhastri who was 
busy playing the counties in England 
Without him luid without the mature 
counsel ol bomeoiie like Sunil Gavaskar, 
who alwa v ^ managed to got the better of 
the BC(T the pla vpi s weie at an obvious 
loss foi sound ruivice It was left to Kapil 
to mediate on Ix'l ilt of the eri ant playei s 
with anvonc he thought could help 
But this as not the Kapil Dev who had 
a sli ing ot pvrrhie victoiies behind him 
The halo ol the ‘cur i v king, had long 
since faded and the pei formance of the 
Indian squad e\er sinw’ they w^re 
chiisteiif'd ‘Kapil’s devil’s’ had been 
dismal The banned players had the 
uninspii mg show ot the Reliance Cup 




WiU Kapil appealto the Prime Minister or 
behalf of the cnoketers^ 
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and the humiliation m West Indies 
behmdthem What is more, thanks to the 
spate of controversies surrounding the 
Indian cricket team, lovers of the game 
had acqmesced that the boys were indeed 
mercenaries, were least mterested m 
playing prestigious domestic 
tournaments like the Ranji and lacked 
unity even in their own ranks 
Though the players were expecting a 
great public upheaval in their 
tavour—the days following the ban saw 
little evidence of it Public opinion was 
divided and as became apparent, the 
opinion of the press was mostly in favour 
of the players being restrained, though 
maybe with less severe punishmoiits 

I T did not take much thinking for the 
players to realise that in view of the 
upcoming Nehru Centenary Cup it 
was only political pressure which could 
end the stalemate After hectic lobbying, 
38 Members of Parliament, headed by 
Aslam 3hei Khan wrote a joint letter to 
the board appealing lor the ban to be 



ii®r N K P Salve the former president of 
^e Board has apparently spoken to the 
Prime Minister about the ban 


lifted, NKP Salve, a former President of 
the board and now Executive Chairman 
of the Jawaharlal Nehru Cricket Cup was 
asked about the effect of the ban on the 
tournament during press conlerence 
hosted by MRF, the sponsors of the show 

Salve parryied the questions, but 
emerged as an important figure in the 
parleys that followed Kapil spoke to him 
on telephone, repeating all that he harl 
said during the New Delhi press 
conference that the players were like the 
children of the board and they did not 
want a confrontation with the board 
According to Salve, he also m.ide it amply 
clear that nothing short of an 
unqualified apology from the plavei s 
(like the one Venkataramana had given) 
would improve the situation now Kapil 
said he would discuss the possibilities 
with the rest of the players but never got 
back to Salve again 

Opinions among politicians who tcxik 
an interest in the game or had been 
sports admmistratoi & too were split on 
the issue Much of the politics which 
followed the ban stemmed from the fact 
that in setting up the Nehru Cricket Cup 
Committee, the government had ignored 
the officials of the Cricket Cont rol Board 
TheBCClPresident, BN Dutt, Secretary, 
Ranbir Singh and P M Rungta are 
known to be sore about this omission and 
one opinion is that they im|30sc*d the ban 
on Kapil and the others putting the 
Nehru Centenary Cup ir ieop.ii dy 

The Chairpet son of the Centenai y Cup 
was the Prime Minister’s aunt Shei la 
Kaul and the Congi ess( I) Genet al 
Secretary who held divergent views liom 
Salve and is known to have lirought up 
the matter with Rapv Gandhi Another 
factor that must have been playing uixin 
her was that not only was her son 
Vikram Kaul close to some of the banned 
players, he was distantly related to 
another heavyweight member of the 
BCCI, Sunil Dev 

Supporting Sheila Kaul in her effort to 
'rescue' the Nehru Centenar y 
tournament was Murh Deor<i, member of 
its organising committee and some other 
MPs like Jitendra Prasad Surprisingly 
while members of the Committee were 
trying to garnei support, Madhavrao 
Scindia, certainly the most sporty 
minister in the cabinet and a great 
cricket enthusiast, kept aloof and 
privately adm-tted that the year-long ban 
was an appropriate action to curtail the 
self seeking instincts of the players 
Among the politicians, Scindia and Salve 
constituted the faction which was most 
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UCHof 
the 

politics 
which follows 
the ban 
stemmed from 
the fact that in 
setting up the 
Nehru Cricket 
Cup 

Committee, 

the 

government 
has ignored 
the officials of 
the BCCI. 
Some in the 
BCCI are 
known to be 
sore about 
this omission 
and one 
opinion is that 
they imposed 
the ban 


putting the 
Nehru Cup 
into jeopardy 
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S ALVE 
approach’ 
ed the 
Prime 

Minister at a 
dinner hosted 
by Anand 
Sharma, MP. 
The Prime 
Minister is 
believed to 
have 

categorically 
told him that 
there was no 
question of his 
office 

interfering in 
the matter as 
“this was 
something 
only the 
cricket board 
could decide”. 




Mrs Sheila Kaul is the aunt ol the I’rinie 

Miiiistei and the head of the Nehru 
Centenary Committee Hei sun is known 
to be friendly with some of the players 

stiong’lv I'l f.ivtnii of the.u tion of tin- 
IKVl 

It took no tinu'Icii th* Piessiof^ii 
i^hiffolthi d(*\flopiiK'nls and to 1' fKiil 
that the contioveisv ict’.ndinf' tlic tiaii 
was to be settled h\ the Pi im*- Mniistei s 
Offn.e(PMO) It wasaltei some pi ess 
leiMMtstothisetiei t hail .ippeaied that 
Salve appioaehed the Pi line Miiiisti i at a 
dinnei hosted liv Anand Shai m.i MP 
The Prime Ministei is l)ehe\eii to h.ive 
eatef>oi u ally told him that th< le w.e- no 
qiu'st'on <if his offne mtei tei lun in the 
mattei as this was soinethiiip only the' 

11 leket bi.i<ii ( 1 1 oiild dec ide 

The position was c lai iht d lui t le i on 
t‘> August when the Vtoikin^ (’omimttee 
of the BCCI annonmed in Homha\ that 
the decision on the appi'al ol the six 
playeison the ban was heinfi deltiied 
Kanbii Sim>h also took the oppoitniu \ 
toclai il\ that theie would Im' no 
intc'iiention tiom ihe yovm iinii iit to lift 
the ban Soon aftei tliat on ^ t Aunust 
cMiiie thediiectivi'ol Iheyupieiiie Com t 
to theBCCI amieahl\ settle the* issue with 
the Ol icketei s be(oi>--Anpust The 
populai opinion was lliat it the Bo.ud 
succeed *d in stallinii the decision in tlu 
couit the plavers would hacetowait loi 
2 OctobcM w lit'ii the team foi the .Shai jah 
Cup would lx* annouiK ed to leai n iliout 
then fate A i ompiomise with tin ho.iid 
if at all, IS nc‘i likc'h toc’ome.ihout txtoic 
th.it 


Madliav Rao Scindia has kept a low 
profile throuf^h the controversy, but as 
minister and a vice president of the 
Board he could have a big say 

What options aie left for the playeis 
now ’Bveii with the boaid taking a 
tx*llipei out stand forming a i ebel team 
could iM'an iinu’dlistie appioax'h Even 
all the eltoi fs and suec*tsses of Kerry 
P.u kei h.ive shown that nothing appeals 
'tot he* spec'tdtoi & as much as cricket 
pla\ ed wit h all the fanfare ol officialdom 
The plavei s will lose then glamour as 
s< ion as ttiey disassiK latc themselves 
liom tlu* Tc*8t ti'am .feelsSalve 

I' cii t he* pi esc nt nu*mlx*i s ol the board 
and politicnins who ate on the Centenary 
I Cup Committer do not seem unduly 
woi I u*d atxiut the playeis taking an 
t xt I c*m** ac turn like plav mg in South 
Mile a whirl! might eain them any Mnng 
c Io.se to 200 OOO dollai s eac h which 
would viitually end then ciieketing 
caieei andbai Itic'm from playin>- here 
foi f ve yeais 

It the impasse c*ontmues despite the 
Nehr u Centeiiai y Cup the ioi tunes of 
the .six playei s will depend entirely on 
the pci foi inanee of the boys who leplace 
them If Kapil HaviShastri, 

I \ engsai kat, A/haruddin and the others 
an not it*cdlled and )uniot players like 
S.U hin Tendulkar and Salil Ankola make 
th<*u mat k the mdespeusable heroes of 
Indian c i leket might well become 
dis{x>nsable Theban manv people now 
It el IS It leievant because with any sort of 
tc*.im India i.s not going to figure in the 2 
Nocembe*! Nehi u Centenaiy Cup finals 
So what lb the ballyhoo all about"^# 
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USTRAU- 
A’sroUof 
honour 
has to 
begin with 
Allan 
Border, 
the man 
who 
earned 
Australian cricket 
round the world on his 
shoulders for four and a 
half years before this 
tour of England I hope 
that not only Australian 
cricket, which I am sure 
will, but also the whole 
nation, acknowledges 
its debt to Border. 

The contrast between 
Border's Impeccable 
demeanour 
through that long 
period of disaster with 
which he had to cope 
and David Gower's in 
England's present crisis 
could hardly have been 
more extreme. 

Border is a man of 
great inner strength He 
IS a man, too, of 
words who is not 
naturally an ea«y 
communicator. He 
prefers his own 
company Hedoesnot 
smile that often. When 
he speaks he is direct 
and to the point and he 
is also totally involved 
He does not disguise 
his feelings, he abhors 
humbug, he is 
incredibly loyal as those 
who have played imdsr 
him will know On the 
field, I have never seen a 
cricketer who tried 
harder or battled more 
bravely with adversity 
If, on the odd 
occasion, he has blown 
his cool, would we not 
all have dmie it far more 
often in similar 
dreumstanoea On 
oountlees occasions he 
saved Australia 
single-handedly with 
the bat and then saw his 
colleagues throw it sway 
again Once, in New 
ZMdand, he had to be 
persuad^ not to resign 
his commission 








WitOi’aMon thiseiWv 
The England players 
walk on with wickets 
as mementoes of their 
loss. That’s what you 
do when losing 
becomes a habit 




IsuggMtthatthe 
reason he bothend and 
kept on bothering was 
his pnde in his country, 
hispndeinthe 
captaincy of Australia, 
and hia lojsndty to his 
players 

Then, there has been 
hislo 3 raltytohis 
profession. Border is the 
very model of amodem 
day professional and his 
pnde makes It 
important to him that he 
should get the best out 
of his own skills 

Right from the start, 
he displayed the loyalty 
to the job which has been 
his hallmark 
throughout 

In 25 years of 
watching, writing about 
and commentating on 
Test cricket It is 
impossible to think of a 
captain one has admired 
more than Border, not 
perhaps for his tactical 
^skills which can be 
frustratingly inflexible 
but for his 
determination and 
unshakeable smgleness 
of purpose 

Even though I am an 
Englishman I am as 
pleased for him this 
summer as I would have 
been if he had been 
captam of England His 
has, in its way, been one 
of the great sportmg 
achievements m recent 
years 

The contrast with 
Gower is strong and 
does not have to be 
spelled out word for 
word One would never 
doubt Gower’s loyalty 
either, nor his inner 
determination, but 
Border not only leads 
from the front, he is a 
man who, by being true 
to himself, has become a 
captam who 10 other 
mdividuals will follow to 
the death 

ttanry BtotaM, Tlw Gum^ 
dim 

photographs PATRICK FAGAR 














PERSONALITY 


F ormula one racing is a dangerous 
sport, a roller-coaster ride And no one 
knows this better than Theirry Boutsen, 
the quiet Belgian who has seen it all m 
barely four weeks From 
middle-of-the-road driver to Grand Prix 
winner, to crash victim Boutsen has been expxised 
to all facets of Grand Pi ix racing It's taken him six 
years to win his first Grand Prix, but the wait has 
been worthwhile Today, at the age of 31, Boutsen is 
amongst the very best on the gi id 
Winning this year’s Canadian Grand Prix—his 
first FI win in 95 starts—Boutsen became the 
second Belgian driver to win a Grand Prix Jacky 
lokx having blazed the trail earlier with eight GP 
wins in the late Sixties and early Seventies Once 
tagged “one of the fastest and most single-minded 
men The quiet Belgian can challenge the leader 
whenever his car bears with him” by Time magazine 
columnist Mike Doodson, Boutsen is now setting 
about proving that right 
Born on July 13,1957. at Brussels, Belgium. 
Boutsen started racing Go-Karts at 10 Becoming 
the junior National Champion m the Go-Kart 

league, his fundamental fr- 

dr .ving skills were given | 
a final polish by the 
instructors at Andre 
Pilette’s racing school at 
^ Zolderinl976 After 
his tenure at the racing 
; school, Boutsen was 
ready 

Initially it seemed tl i 
reserve and polite 
Boutsen wouldn't survive 
the tough world of motor 
racing But his 
engineering background 

and dedication L_ 


The man and his machine: 
Boutsen (inset) and his 
Williams-Renault 
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helped smoothen the kinks on his way to the top 
Dedicated towards the sport, Boutsen worked 
throughout 1977 to prepare a car for the 1978 
Formula Ford championships winning 15 out of 18 
races in the Benelux Formula Ford Championship 
The following year he moved on to Formula One 
but tasted frustration, disappointment and failure 
Then, in 1980, he won three races for the French 
based Martini-Orecea team, mcluding theopemng 
round of the European Formula 3 Championship at 
the 14-mile-long Nurburgnng But was still given a 
bad deal by the French team whose priorities 
included Frenchman Philippe Alhot 
Young Boutsen was a troubled man Except foi 
girlfriend Patricia and a few loyal spionsors, he had 
to struggle for every cent to keep hie racing career 
going In 1981, a fraak accident at ‘Le Mans’ almost 
ended his career when his French WM prototype lost 
control and rammed into the trees limng the 
Mulsanne straight at a speed of 225 mph But 
despite the risks, sports car driving paid the rent 
and kept his single seater career going Says 
Boutsen, "I used the WM money to pay for Formula 


THIERRY BOUTSEN 


a. 1 didn’t look very much at the danger, because 
when you start racing you don’t look at that”. 

Boutsen made his Formula Ons debut for an 
Arrows Team in 1983, racing for the first time at 
Belgian Grand Prix at Spa-Francorchampa. Despite 
a weak car. Boutsen did well to finish seventh in the 
Canadian and Detroit Grand Prix His quiet 
aggression pushing the normally aspirated British 
car to such a degree that it gave its turbocharged 
counterparts a run for their money 

While 1984 brought championship points for a 
fifth place at Imola and Oesterretchring, 1985 saw 
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him score « bizarre ■econd place at Imola. In 1986 he 
^ain faced dieappointment and in 1987 wae ready 
to leave the team moving- eventually to Benetton It 
waa a good move; he finished seventh overall in the 
Drivers Championships with 16 points with the 
Benetton-Ford team coming in fifth overall. Next 
^ar he inched up, finishing fourth in the Drivers 
Championships, As Boutsen says: "1 was quite 
disappointed in 1 987 as the Ford (turbo) engine kept 
on breaking all the time". ^ 

His performance last season (1988) was 
exceptional, taking into account that he was racing 


against turbo-charged Mclarens and Ferraris. But it 
IS in this season he has shown his true colors His 
excellent performances in the 1989 season have 
prov^ that he has the makings of a true champion. 
And as racing jargon goes: ‘‘great drivers and 
winning cars have a habit of coming together 
^ater." Theirry Boutsen and his 
Wilhams-Henault are getting to know each other 
pretty welll! 


newsmen featuses 
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^ jlLland 
have lost the 
. services of so 
many players, I 
have told 
I Mickey 
Stewart, I am 
< willing to tour. 

I know I had 
said two years 
' ago 1 would 
not, and 1 was 
I of the same 
i mind a few 
weeks ago. But 
since then the 
. situation has 
changed 
considerably** 

! Ian Botham 


! 

I 
( 

AN BOTHAM last week put in his appheatioii loi in loi 
the Enprlaiid captaincy by making' himself dvaihibh' foi 
the West Indies tcmi 

On the day England suffered their heaviest defeat by 
Austi aha in tins country -an innings and 180 
1 uns CUT rent skipper David Gower admitted he wi >uld 
have to jxmder his future 

And, astonishiiiRly instead of walking out of Tient 
Bridge as though he had played his Iasi Test. Koth.im 
has now thiowii Ins name into the captaini y debate 

Botham said IheexcKius of exjx''i lenced playeis to South Afrii a foi the 
toui had made Inin ( hange his decision nevei to tout again 

‘As Enghind li.ive lost Ihe sei vices of so many plavei s 1 have told Micky 
Stewait I am willing to toui, said Botham “I know 1 said two vcmis ago I would 
not and 1 Wtisof the SiUiie mind a few wi'eks ago But snu'i* then thesituation has 
changed coiisidei ablv 

Botham irissed the final Test at 'I’he Gval liecaiise of the damagtxf f iiigei 
ligaments 

Aftei thieelaigels unsuccessfulT(*slsthissunimei tuns and three 
wickets Bothamscasc foi going to tin* West Indies simply as a playei where 
he has ncwei sue c cede d is papi i thin 'i et iionically the t liances of c .ipt.nnc y aie 
nioie 

But having jH-isuaded him toe hange his mind, tlu'selee tot s will find if 
extiemely thlficiili to ignore Inm 

CJutiagi'OUs as thci idea mav sei'm 'le*d IX'xtes could takt his biggest gamble*of 
all by putting him in e haige 

(jowei looks as though he would step down happily atte i the* disast i ous Asht*8 
SCI les in which hisde*sire foi the lobapfXMis to have diain«*d awav The* 
altet natives aie fnghteningly scate e* 

l>nly Giaham t loex'h of tlu*establish(*el jjI.ivcis is a senous candiilate* But, 
with his Soutli Aft i( an past his sel**e tioii would lx* fexi inse*nsitive for 1 he 
Cai ibbean 

And with no-onee*metgiMg fiom t Ik e oiinlt y tanks as an obvious e hallengei 
Botham must eoiin* into the lee kointig Me took over from Mike Bteat ley as 
England e aptam in IdHtj when he was pist .i-l hut after IiJ Tests without a 
VIC tot Y he lesig.ied lx fore he was sac ke el at tin end of the hotel s I e*,f in winch 
he sccni'd two due ks against Ausli.dia in 1‘1H1 
To think Botham whohki Gowci is not available for the Nefit u one-day 
touinament in India in Oelolx-t tan fialt England sdesfH-tate di t line would ex* 
fat-fete lie*d 

But don t fiut It [jeSt the Fegland e rjitunitte i Oowe't hinted tluit Tlie (ivtil will 
be his last 1'est in e hai gc* when asked if thi-» fointh rl(>li*at in five gfUiK s against 
Australia had e hanged his.itt itucie to thee apeaine y 

As fat.IS The (Jv.il'J e*st gex-s m\ > ttitiiete h.is not i hanged he said 
‘ I am vei V happv to t .111 V on tint aftei tie set les I will have to < one i nt lale ein 
getting ni\ sfioulrier i ighf and then leflee t and ptaidet on what to dej I am 
getting a bit depiesse d I wsint to le t.un some* sort eif e onfidt'ne e in wdiat I e an do 
as a player and r aptain but it dex's get more and moti frusti.iling whe n we lose 
cjut so badly ’ 

You bet it dex*s T)avtd' 

By Colin Bateman 






L as r wet^k d 
situation 
cincrKf’fl 
Wihic h was 
(onifwi.ibk' to 
t)l<' I.ist 
f>»‘a.soM stJiDiip A 
U'.igiic KdsI Ml iif>al 
Will .iltintt piolt V with 
.1 ii'ii p«)iiit li ad i)vi‘i 
thi u pi‘ii Miiial r i\ali> 
^^||^|•^II Ft.ip.iri Hut as 
till 11‘tuni liMKUi'w.ib 
hi'.idiDp to.I (lini.ix K.ist 

Mcji).i.ii w IS f liiiffinp 

diMil% to.i mil* (XMiil li'ad 
and M.if'.Mi |Uht lai krd 
ttx'.illllltV to 
siipi n I’llr ,ind Kast 
|{|‘iI1mI hit amr thi- 
U .iniii't ti.inipions 
Ann now its Moliun 

M.if’.m St lit II lORO 

ttiiDunti a loi inonliiig 
tiinr Ttiioiiiih a pt'tiod 
111 uiKt itaiiitv Atom' 
stapi llii'iI'liti'iiaiiaii 
f lilt)was.ihf'adol the' 
icipiniip 1 h.unpions but 
at'i I .1 po.iJle'.ssclr.iw 
with H.iilwav Ft’, 
ttiiiips wi'H' nuin'eii 

ll'SSI'Vl'P lllt.K't 

M.ip.ni s ii'lui 11 ite'b.u In 
snu !• t hi' Mnbi.ita 
Mli.ilt.u lull v.i Miadip 
K.ir I'pisoiii' h.is tii'i'ii 
'.dill I sh it)b\ amt .ill 
thisv\.i-.diit'li)lhi’ 

.ibsi'in I' lit Ainal Dutta .s 
kl'\ pl.lM'IS who W’l’II'.lt 
the Di'lhi .SAF( amp 
I 0.11 h 1 liitt.i !i.id to u'lv 
('ll Ins luinois wlio in 


I tout matchcH drew 
i thif'f' Advantage Ea&t 
Bengal but they t(xi 
cannot aftord to eoncucie 
any more' points if they 
ai e to le'tain the league 
I’tie' 

In the last match 
•ipainst ttFC M<tgan’s 
st.eis had ie)oinedand 
V't the te'aclers were 
lot red to a draw This 
was a match which the 
home team was expected 
to win within the fust 
twenty minutes of play 
Four good ctianu's we'i e 
eilhei saved on the 
goallineor hitting the 
woodwoi k the RFC 
keepe'r Aslam Ahmed 
Icxiked f'oiifident too 
But wingei I’lanab 
Mondol was the woi at 
olfondci It was fx'» haps 
the eiasu'st c h.ince 
Mondol .sc^u.indeieel this 
season He had only to 
t.ip home a (toatei ovot 
Ihetwostoppc'isand the 
kee'fX'i but w'asei i.itie 
Sishii (ihosh w.is 
liteialK tonfiise'd Altci 
Ix'ing flashe'd the md 
i.iiri in the Inst iiu'i'ting 
the si I iki'i was t'xpc'e'te'd 
loptove i [Kiint Milt .ill 
his elfentsi .line to 
nouglit llowi'M'i witli 
tlnsdi.iw RFc’ h.ive he Id 
Motiun Bag.in si\ times 
thisde'c.idi'and w ill 
ne'Vi'i bclie'.ited 
lightly <iin longer 
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Back In The Scene 



I NDKAjn Mil HA 
ly-caiii' .1 l)< loijf -.orlb 

striker vi.is the lii .t 
plrfver to sf'/le .ii'.iiiist 
I Ba.f'd.u this sr asijii 
I Ba)JeiJi s piospf (tsof ,1 
win .ift( I Sukli* II 
I SeriKilJltd navi thf leart 
I 'Vfie cut sliotl 

In tliC absyncf of tfif 

Cheema slaps Kumartuli 
keeper Tapan Das and 
I Bhaskar Ganguly 
requests referee SuniJ 
Mullick not to give 
Cheema tne marching 
orders 


Wan keeper collects a 
Sandip Munshi shot 

sl.irscx lulling 
I'lasarit.i B.mi i |i i th( 
H.igan iiiiiioi s pi-,1 
diilri I hiU) tIII 
liMiijjt lament I'l asanta 
Bam i )i Cl n 
( o'tipl.nm (I t 'lat fo u 
luniois had thi II hi Ihcs 
full lx Ion 1 fi» III 

a(Minst 'If If gr, [ifi 

I fiAlv pl.if c(l'fi Icgiajih 

(1 J fxiints jii 17 
nicitr hi «■) at tunes 
rloriiin itcil the 
pnxet dings iiidia|il 
iMitia .irid Ualij Das \m m 
dangf ions ami Ihi 
Bagan st<-)ppi i s lonki d 
pa'anoid tin ini\itah)i 
hafjpi ned 
1 hat Hagan s 
peiloini.imi has 
(i( tr ijoiated w.isi i idi nt 

4«l 




iKjat W.II 1 vici a Pranab 
Mdiiclol Koal Wanarnn 
t<u‘t 1(11h(‘ u'lonatioii 
/.oiHMlOpoint* fiom If 
t i(".i 

Tin II* A sant tioiKS on 
f'l t 111 }' pl.ivfis involvc'd 
in till* t.itt'lul 
Ai van 11,1(4,111 match 
Well*(li.isticcnoufjh loi 
the pl.i vets to bt* more 
< .iiitions Poi a month 
the pl.iveis liHiktd quite 
(liSi qilineii until Phi'cma 
Oki'i leoiu e.t|>,un 
fatal ted his antics 
Pet blips 111 * was lotced to 
do‘>o lie slapped 
Kumartuli s keepi-i 
I,i|)<iii l),is.titei lieiiifi 
shown * he v ellow c.vrd 
hv u tori’ednnil Miilhck. 
w ho .va.® compelled to 
fine him man hinpr 
oideis 

While ti V 111(1 to head a 
lobt’hei ma lostlerl with 
the Kiimatiuh keepi i 
The keeiM*! letah.ited 
and Imt li aeie txioked 
toi this ' lie so'iibie 

SO 


tackled by RFC 
defenders Ba^^andrew 
the match 

('heemaetui)ted when 
Das was poing bar k to 
his posit ion t he East 
Bengal yoal-pettei 
slappf'd him haul 
Thet e was 

pandemonium ont he 

gioLind and Bhafak.ii 
Oanpuly tiK>k the 
initiative hv askinp 
Mullif k to paidon 
t’hi'i'ina Hot the leletee 
toi once .showed 
eoolnosfa in a storm v 
secno He took police help 
But Cheema mufatn t 
toilet that he’s a 
foi eit< nei As it ifa he had 
made a mess ol things in 
Banghidcsh and the 
Calcutta club had to 
c’ome to hifa aid Since 
then he hu,s been aeoi ing 
mateh-wmneifa In spite 
ot his tw'o-mateh 
suspension he played .m 
awa> triendly in the 
disli ict whei e he had a 


should curb his 
belligerence otherwise 
one day he will be in big 
liouhle And he must be 
told Ioach PK Banerjee 
ol course has 
admonished him 
This was the same 
team which East Bengal 
had lieaten 

c'ompiehonsivelv ( 4 - 0 ) 
and in the second 
meeting Kiimaiiuli 
came close to wresting 
two vital points But 
Monoi anjaii 
Bhattacnarya saved the 
day with a last minute 
goal East Bengal were 
unable to forge ahead 
due to the strict 
surveillianc-e on Cheema 
Abijit Bdgh and 
Debaahis Das time and 
again squashed the 
striker s moves Perhaps 

Cheema and Madanlal 
being stopped at the gate 
by the police but finally 
both were allowed to 
enter 
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this Wets cnouffh to 
ir ritate C’hwina and 
porliaps he tcxik it out on 
the keejK'i 

It means so much to 
East Bengal when 
Cheema is not in the 
side And that showed 
against fi a^ile Wan 
where the' bij? c )ub 
manaj^ed to score only 
once from the boots of 
Bikash Panji But this is 
not the true story of the 
match Sandip Munslii 
should have etched up a 
hattr lek bt*for e t he end 
of the tie (East Benjral 
has already pot 
hattrii ks 1 1 om Kuljit 
Sinph and Ranjit S<iha) 
but he muffed them all 
within close ranpo 
The bad boy cf this 
match was Krishnendu 
Roy and referee Bikash 
Mukherjee should have 
shown more matui itj 
and flashed the red card 
Towards the end of the 
second session he struck 
Wan striker Debjit 


Mohammedan SC’s 
Assam player Babul 
Phukan beinp rouphly 
tackled by Police players 

f'h.ikiaboi1 1 witli Ills 
kiK'f whili .itfcriiptinp .i 
In tidei llycn alfct tins 
he n.ifl th(‘.iuda< it\ ol 
1 hasiiiK (’ll ikiatxirl> 

<tnd luttiiip, him 
Krishnendu Mo\ not 
away niilclly H.ist 
BeniL'al li.ive < olli-i ted !(> 
points fiom IHatthc* 
ti:ri>-of {4r)in(4 t( picss 

1 1 has Ijcvp a week of 
mixed fortunes foi 
Mohammefl.iii SiKiifiiiK 
One day tfiey win the 
next day lliey are field to 
ad'aw It seemstfic 
rtluin league will not 
alter MSC’s position 
aithouph a sohtai y poal 
win oyer Calcutfd Port 
Trust w<is» reditable 
after havuip drawn in 
the first ourinp It was a 
fine goal scoied by 
Chibuzoi fioma 
br illiant moye towai ds 


the laj; end of thi'tie 
Anothei distjiiMive 
j)ei for m.uK i‘ lioiii 
Moll.immed.Ill SC vv.is <i 
sui f)) ISC VI III oyci 
K.isfci II R.iilw.iy ,111(1 
.1^.1111 it w.is ('hitiu/tOi 

wild ( .11111 t( 1 1 III side s 
r(*s( U( EK h.id vion I III 
I It III t t |e wh II It W.is till 
himu' le.ini s III St defe.tl 
Stl.un>e th.it the 
tciilw.u men Wi II lint 
.ibli to keep till u 
leput.ition Itw.istlie 
e.il ly giMl th.il 
dism.uitled ttiem 
.lust wIm'ii the i/'Jiiii/ 

IV.IS good Poll! e AC hi Id 
ttiein 111 ago,! Ill ssdi.ivV' 
Pfjlir e ( ould h.ive v ijc 
tilt riwti h tint twK( till 
Moli.irnmi drin S{' b.it 
Came in tlie way Hut 
wins do not mean fh.if 
the in<it( Ill’s liave bi < n 
scintillating ’lhat wi 
get to see VI I V SI Idoni 
The inaidtli'in li .tgue in 
most cases IS 
monotonous 
Subhath Sarcar 









;'^ATHLETICS DIARYi 



Just before a 
mdjoi athle¬ 
tics event at 
tlateshodcl 
last year, the 
inet'tinff’b 
bpunsoi was 
appioaehed 
- bvaiepre- 
seiil.itiM-1)1 the Hiitish Amateur 
Athlelii Hoard An athlete, it was 
t'xplaiiied latKi«‘d himself foi a 
wui Id lei oi<i attempt, but needed 
a little fin.ui'la’ enc« aianement’ 
to jiut extra bounce in his legs 
Would tin sixinsor Ix' inteivsted in 
stiitiiiiinn up the < ash'^ The spon¬ 
sor letusi'd the record survived 
and the attempt went unpubh- 
1 ised 

it IS,I t.imiliar stoi v m athletiis, 
u hei v evei \ t hiiiB has its pi ice 
And not all sponsor s ai e as resis- 
t.int tosiu h bl.indishrnents after 
.ill tli(' .idded h\ (.X' of a woi Id 
ri>( Old atteiufit espei lallv if it sue- 
ci'eds i.iMoiih add to till* mei't 
111}; s pi( si i}>e 

111 the St veil veais sine ('the 
spoi t .illovved .ithletes to t,ik(‘ 
iiHuiev to I ue men like Hti've 
(Ht'lt and St'b.istian Ok' h.ivi'done Sebastian Coe did not receive 
Mivvo'll .ind thes])oit haspios any money from Norman 

p* 'I'd with them In the i‘i70s son lives i.i a huge Scottish maii- 

t oi i)\ his ow 11 admission was sion Arnatcunsm has become a 

WOI til litt !>' more than .i set ond it'dundant coiicc'pt 
(las*, i.nl tu ki't .ind somei'x St why sliould a lunner re- 

pi uses loi pot kel luoriev Now lie nowned foi his gi ittv deter mina 

h.is f.ti neit cut III}; h to bu\ iii t ion and who lias made an excel- 

elt g lilt iivi tsi,i< house in 1 Vick lent living out ol the spot t, break 

eiiham .mil ( ould ni'obablj illoid dt an and ciy in fiontoffthe 

SI" ei.il molt ('vi'tt tias doiK'well telt'V’isioiuameiasat the AAA 
too '1 tie Hi igi't.iii' t.ill holdei s National championships'? 





Ovett’s allegations have re¬ 
vealed a darker side to the rela¬ 
tionship between athletes, athle¬ 
tics and big business And his 
claims have raised again the spec 
tre of the days of shamateunsm 
before 1982. when athletes were 
forbidden to earn money from 
their sport, but would queue up 
outside hotel rooms to receive sec- I 
ret payments 

A second, apparently unrelated I 
issue, has fui ther muddied the j 
water At the Weltklasse meeting , 
m Zurich it was announced that j 
Andy Norman had £25,000 in ' 
dollar bi lls stolen fi om a hotel I 

room in London a month before 
The explanations as to whose 
money it was, and what it was for, | 
were confused , 

TIILETICS 18 now about ; 

money and television, and the ' 
two are indissolubly linked By > 

1982, the money was talking so 
loudly that the International 
Amateur Athletic Federatioii was > 

obliged to declare a system of ! 

payments legal, if only in an 1 

attempt to catch up with events 
which had accelerated beyond its j 

control 

In seven years. internaf lonal 
athletics has been transformed 
from poverty to a multi-milhon 
dollar business dominated by 
wheeler-deahng promoters and 
agents 

I 

Television support became the ' 

vital factor in the growth of 
professional athletics, to ' 

understand its importance is to 
understand how modern athletics 
opci ates 

For the past five years, the 
marriage between athletics and 
television has not always been a ' 

perfect one John Bi omley, the 
1 etiting head of ITV netwoi k 
sport. has been concer ned at the ' 
quality and numbei of meetings | 

in the CUT rent eonti .ict The naif ' 
empty stands at Bn tmnghdni 
weie a case 111 point The 
attendance w<is obviously i 

disappointing foi the sponsor, j 

Kodak The pi (>blem was that the 
meeting was stietched over three ' 
days, and I am not sure how well 
the event was ma’ keted What | 

makes a good meeting is a good i 
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Why did Steve Ovett break down in tears in front of the teievision cameras? 


S TEVE OVETT as not always an 
easy man to fathom He can be 
awkward and evasive, warm and 
sensitive, generous and entertain- 
mg all in a moment His athletic 
career has been similarly 
fashioned, moments of brilliant 
success (six world records and an 
Olympic title) sitting alongside 
moments of disappointment and 
df spair (the disaster of the Los 
Angeles Olympics) And always, it 
seems, under the glare of the 
spotlight 

The illustrious career may have 
moved into gentle decline, but the 
spotlight shines as hai shly as 
ever In Birmingha m. at a ti lal 
designed to selec't the England 
team for the Commonwealth 
Games it settled on a distraught 
Ovett and a tight-hppod Promo¬ 
tions Officer Andy Norman 
Accusation and countoi- 
accusation. money ollered ot not, 
people used or abused, a bi ilhant 
run by Sebastian Co«>shulilt*d to 
the sidelines what remained waa 
the feeling, what was all tliat 
about*^ 

On Monday morning .sometime 
ago, 20 press and TV men .siniking 
the answer constituted the early 
shift outside the Ovett home in 
Scotland By Tuesday, affaii s had 
returned to noimal the magnifi¬ 
cent Georgian mansion echoed to 
the clath r of the workman the 
great Danes lolloped affectionate¬ 
ly around the gai'den. a stack of 
well-wisheis’ letters mounted in 
the kitchen Ovett recounted the 
story again 

Before the Birmingham meet¬ 
ing a Coe-Ovett clash was already 
under discussion for Ci ystal 
Palace on 15 September It was 
long overdue, and nobodv would 
pretend it had the same signifi¬ 
cance it would have had in 1983, 
but it was still enough of a draw 
for around E30 OOO each to be 
suggested as the likely offer to the 
runners Ovett would not confii m 
figrures 

“The phone call from Andy 
(Norman) came on Tuesday,’ he 
explained ‘It was completely out 
of the blue 1 hadn't really spxiken 
to him for months He said, you’re 


down to run the 1500 m the AAAs 
1 said, yes In that case, he said, 
you'd better know that Seb (^’s 
running ’ 

According to Ovett, he made it 
clear to Norman that he wasn’t 
happy at that because it would 
take the gloss off their scheduled 
Crystal Palace meeting A money 
offer from Norman followed ‘I 
would not have run otherwise,’ 
Ovett said Again, Ovett would not 
be drawn on the amount Td pi^e- 
fcr to save that for the incjuiry,’ 

In his early career such deal¬ 
ings with Norman would have 
been quite usual From 1974 until 


finally talk to Coe and discover 
that no offer had been made to 
him Then the goose chase began 
Both Ckie and Ovett tried to reach 
Norman to clarify the situation. 
but the Promotions Ofheer was 
not contactable 

To understand how quickly the 
affair escalated, one has to take 
mto account the underlying 
suspicion in the Norman-Ovett re¬ 
lationship, the behind-the-scenes 
wheeling and dealing that is an 
everyday part of the athletic 
scene, and Ovett's own state of 
mind in a week when Brian White, 
for many years e close friend, had 



Steve Ovett with his wife Rachel 


1983 Norman and Ovett had plan¬ 
ned their racing schedule 
togcthei over a hamburger at the 
Bi omley police station where Nor 
man was a sergeant It was a 
mutually beneficial arrangement 
that gave Ovett the career path to 
the top on the track and Norman 
an influential counter in his deal¬ 
ings off it 

Still unsettled by the fact that 
Norman had approached him 
direi-'tly rather than through his 
agent, Ovett tried unsuccessfully 
to contact Coe to make sure he was 
party to the same agreement 
('Contrary to what the press say, 
we re quite good friends') 

Only m Birmingham after the 
heats had been run. did Ovett 


been buried 

The shenanigans did not help to 
settle Ovett’s emotionally volatile 
state of mind Norman domed the 
offer had ever been made, in front 
of witnesses, and Rachel Ovett 
was ir tears Steve investing 
perhaps too much importance in 
the clash with Coe at Crystal 
Palace, and feeling that he was 
being manipulated, first pulled 
out then went back into the race 

There were so many emotions 
going through me, so much an 
ger, BO much frustration, so much 
mental and physical exhaustion I 
tried to hold it together as best as I 
could, but under questioning I 
just fell apart I'm sorry for break¬ 
ing down, but 1 don't regret it ’ 
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KrisAkabusi charges that Norman can prevent athletes 
from taking part in particular meets 


<'t»)wd two hums of ,if lion with at 
It ast foil! top-qiiaJity I'Vfnts’ 

Ih omifv s c'omnu'iits on tlie 
Hm tumgliam fixtuie iHustiate 
wtiv Not mar imulil ha\obrrn 
int( ti'stfd in stH 111 iiig ttir 
(tvf'tt I’of'f lash WitJiout that ttu> 
pi( \i<‘w slot ira wonld hav(‘ 
t oiii'i'iiti.’ti'd on thf iK'n.itue 
asp!*! t of ihechampionsh ps th*-* 
(■out111 I’i'iyovci Coniinonwc*iltti 
(rai t-HM '«'ition. which tlie 
iuct izigu so decided And the 
fir unwf Idv ti.iv’sptograiiinie 


would have lacked a natuial high 
spot 

Resolving such anxieties is 
Noiman’s uixieties Tosecuiethe 
sei vices of the athletes he wdl be 
given appeal anee money This 
season, that amounts to E400 OOO 
Norman .s job is to buy in the 
athletes for the meetings The 
money the athletes are paid will 
then go into then ti usf funds ’ 

The trust fund system is a 
St range one a kind of amateur- 


professional halfway house, 
which was originally instigated to 
keep the Eastern Bloc countries in 
the circuit The funds are man¬ 
aged by the governing bodies 
which means, where necessary, 
the federations have control over 
athletes’ earnings 

In most countries, including 
Britain, the trust funds are man¬ 
aged by the governing body, for a 
small fee. and the athlete can 
withdraw funds to cover ex¬ 
penses In this case, expenses can 
mean a house, a car, even food 
Zola Budd’s trust fund bought her 
a nice little house in Guildford, 
Ben Johnson, a large house and a 
black Porsche 

However, money is not the only 
counter that Norman, a former 
sergeant ir the Metropolitan 
Police, has in the often By 2 antine 
machinations behind the major 
track meetings His power and 
mfluence among European and 
American promoters are such that 
he can play a favours game 

Hurdler Knss Akabusi and dis¬ 
tance runner Mike McLeod bear 
witness to the fact and two years 
ago, angeied by an intrusion at 
the Dairy Crest meeting by offi¬ 
cials from the Sports Council, 
Norman made a simiiai but futile 
threat to Coe 

In 15 years as a piomotei, Nor¬ 
man has learnt all the tricks of the 
traxle He is extremely pi otective 
of the top athletes in his care 
nannyingthem through races 
negotiations and crises Some 
have described him as like a surio- 
gate father to his athletes His 
relationship with Fatima Whit¬ 
bread IS pai ticularly close It is 
rertainly true that he knows the 
price of everybody and he can 
claim that the spoi t s financial 
development has not ignored the 
athletes 

But Ovett whose career de¬ 
veloped in tandem with Norman’s, 
now says ‘How long he spends 
with you these days, depends on 
how much he thinks you are 
worth ’ Ovett can draw his own 
conclusions about his worth in 
Normans eyes these days In the 
12 months before the disputed 
offer, he had not once been paid to 
run by British athletics 
Peter Nichols 
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Soccer is passing 
through an exciting 
time, as all 
footballing nations on 
this planet vie for a 
berth in Rome. Here 
we present the latest 
position on the 
pilgrims’ progress 
towards their 
ultimate goal... 



EUROPE 

GROUP 1 


9 10 88 Greeco v Denniark 1 1 

19 10 88 Bulonrin v Rumania 1 3 

2 11 88 Mumnnlii V Grooco 3 0 

2 1188 V flulgarla t'l 

4 89 Cjir(H»( v fUmuinla 0 0 

4 89 nul<)iii la V Danmark 0 2 

17 S 80 Rumania V Bulgarin 1-0 

1/ •) 89 Danmark V Uroa< o 7 I 

11 10 89 (Uilgtirhi V Greece 


It 10 89 Denmark V numanid 
18 11 89 Greece V Uutgaria 
IS 11 89 Ruriiariln V Danmark 

P W D L f A P1> 
RumariUi 4 2 2 0 7 1 b 

Danmark 4 2 2 0 11 J b 

(ktoac o '4022211 2 

DuUiarlu 4 0 1 J 2 f 1 


GROUP 2 


14 10(18 tiiylaiidv Sweden OU 

19 10 88 Poland V A(bdnin 1-0 

■> 11 88 Albania v Sweden I 7 

6 3 89 Albania v Lngland 0 2 

2b 4 89 Lngldiid v Albania b 0 

7 S 89 Sweden v Poland 2 1 

1 6 89 rngland V Poland 3-0 

h 9 89 Sweden v England 

8 10 89 Sweden v Albania 

11 10 89 Poland V England 
2b 10 89 Poland v Sweden 

15 11 89 Aloanid v Poland 


P W D I F A Pis 
England 4 3 1 0 10 0 7 

Sweden 1 2 1 0 4 2 b 

Poland 3 1 0 7 2 5 2 

Albania 4 O 0 4 1 10 0 


GROUP 3 


31 8 88 Iceland v Soviet Union 1-1 

12 10 88 Turkey V Iceland 1-1 

19 10 88 Soviet Union V Austria 2-0 

19 10 88 East Germany v Iceland 2-0 

2 11 88 Austria V Turl ay 3-2 

30 11 88 Turkey V East Germany 3-1 

12 4 89 East Germanyv Turkey 0-2 

26 4 89 Soviet Union v East Germany 3-0 

10 5 89 Turkey V Soviet Union 0-1 

20 5 89 East Germany V Austria 1-1 


31 5 89 Soviet Union V Iceland 1 1 | 

14 6 89 Iceland V Austi Id 0-0' 

23 8 89 Austria v Iceland I 

6 9 89 Austria v Soviet Onion I 

b 9 89 Iceland v Last Germany 

20 9 89 Ireland V Turkey 

?'• to 89 I nsl (.oimiiiiy v Snvlel Union 
2b 10 89 Turkey V Aiistiia 
8 11 89 Soviet Union v I urkey i 

15 1189 Austria V Fast Germany 



P W D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Soviet Union S 3 ? 

0 

8 

2 8 

Turkey 

‘ 2 1 

2 

8 

b b 

Austria 

4 t 2 

1 

4 

b 4 

IceluiHl 

b U 4 

1 

J 

b 4 

t ast Gerrriany S 1 1 

1 

4 

9 3 

1 GROUP 4 

n 8 88 

1 inland V West Germany 


0-4 

14 9 88 

Holland v Wales 



1-0 

19 10 88 

Wales V Finland 



2-2 

19 10 88 

West Germany v Holland 


0 0 

26 4 89 

Holland v West Germany 


1-1 

)1 b 89 

Wales V West Germany 


0 0 

11 b 89 

^ inlar^d v Holland 



0 1 

b 9 89 

1 inlai>d V Wales 




4 10 89 

West Germany v F inland 



11 10 89 

Wales V Holland 




15 11 89 

West Germany v Wales 



15 11 89 

Holland v T inland 





P W D 

1 

r 

A Pis 

Holland 

4 2 2 

0 

3 

1 6 

W Germany 4 1 3 

0 

b 

1 5 

Wales 

7 0 1 

1 

2 

3 1 

Finland 

7 0 1 

1 

2 

b 0 

GROUP 5 1 

14 9 88 

Norway v Scotland 



1 2 

28 9 88 

France v Norway 



1-0 

1910 88 

Scotland v Yugoalavla 


1-1 

2? 10 88 

Cyprus V France 



1-1 

2 11 88 

Cyprus V Norway 



0-3 

19 11 88 

Yugoslavia v Franco 



3 2 

11 12 88 

Yugoslavia v Cyprus 



4-0 

8 2 89 

Cyprus v Scotland 



2 3 

8 3 89 

Scotland v Franco 



2-0 

2b 4 89 

Scotland v Cyprus 



2-1 

29 4 89 

1 ranee v Yugoslavia 



00 

21 5 89 

Norway v Cyprus 



1-1 

14 6 89 

Norway v Yugoslavia 



1 2 

5 9 89 

Norway v France 





6 9 89 Yugoalavla v Scotland 
11 10 89 Yugoslavia v Norway. 
It 10 89 France v Scotland 


ss 











/n 10 6«> 

Cyprim v Yuyoslovia 



l<> tl 89 

bcollarid v Norway 



W 11 01> 

franco v Cyprus 




1* W D 1 F 

A 

Pla 

Stotlaiul 

5 4 1 0 to 

5 

9 

Yiiguslavlii 5 3 2 0 10 

4 

8 

Norway 

5 2 0 3 8 

6 

4 

I ranee 

5 12 2 4 

6 

4 

Cyprus 

6 0 15 5 

16 

1 

1 GROUP 6 

21 588 

Nortlierri Ireland v Malta 


3-0 

14 9 88 

Northern Ireland v Rep Ireland 

0-0 

19 10 88 

Hungary v Northern Ireland 


1-0 

lb It 88 

Spain V Rep Ireland 


2-0 

1112 88 

Malta V Hungary 


2-2 

21 12 88 

Spain V Northern Ireland 


4-0 

2J 89 

Malla V Spain 


02 

8 2 89 

Northern Ireland v Spain 


02 

8 *89 

Hungary V Rep Ireland 


0-0 

22 >89 

Spain V Malta 


4 0 

12 4 89 

Hungary v Malta 


1 1 

2b 4 89 

Malla V Northern Ireland 


0-2 

2b 4 89 

Rep Ireland V Spam 


1-0 

28 5 89 

Rep Ireland V Malla 


2-0 

4 b89 

Rep Ireland V Hungary 


2-0 

b 9 89 

Northern Ireland v Hungary 



11 10 89 

Hungary v Spain 



11 10 89 

Hep Ireland v Northern Ireland 


15 11 BV 

Spain V Hungary 



15 11 89 

Malta V Rep Ireland 




P W D L r 

A 

Pts 

Spam 

650 1 14 

1 

to 

Hup Ireland 6 3 2 1 5 

2 

8 

Hunqarv 

5 13 14 

5 

5 

Northern Ireland 6 2 13 5 

7 

5 

Malta 

5 0 2 3 3 

9 

2 

GROUP 7 1 

t 9 0H 

liisenihuiiig v bwllreiletid 


1 4 

19 10 88 

Lusombourg v Chechoslovakia 

0 2 

19 10 88 

Belgium v Swilherland 


t-0 

1b 11 88 

Chechoslovakia v Belgium 


0-0 

lb tl 88 

Poitugal V lukembourg 


t 0 

15 2 89 

Portugal v Belgium 


1 1 

2h 4 89 

Portugal v Swilherland 


3 1 

lU 4 89 

Belgium v (.'huchosloviikia 


2 1 

19 5 89 

Chvchoslovakid v Luxembourg 

40 

1 b 99 

Luxomhoutg v Belgium 


0-b 

/ 0 89 

Swithotiuiid V Chechoslovakia 

0-1 

b 9 89 

Btdgium v Portugal 



4*0 9 89 

Swilherland v Poituqal 



b 10 89 

C ^echostovakln v Portugal 



11 10 89 

1 uxonttxrurg v Portugal 



11 10 89 

Swilhetlund v Belgium 



25 10 89 

Chechoslovakia v Swilherland 


25 10 89 

Belgium v LuRembourg 



IS 11 89 

Portugal v Chechoslovakia 



IS 11 89 

Sw'thcrland v Luxembourg 




P W 0 L r 

A 

PIS 

Belgium 

5 J 2 0 9 

2 

8 

1 /eeliusloviikia 5 3 2 0 8 

2 

7 

I’ortugal 

3 2 10 5 

2 

5 

bwrtri>rland 4 10 3 5 

6 

2 

1 tiiienibourg 5 J 0 5 1 

16 

0 

Winners and runners-up from groups 3 

5.6 

and 7 quality lor the finals along with the 

winners of gir ips 1, 2 and 4 plus the two 

runners up from groups 1 2 and 4 with the 

best campaialivc records 



AFRICA 

ROUND 1 


/ 8 U8 Angola v Sudan 0-0 

tl 1188 Sudan V Angola 1-2 


Angolt2-1 onagg 
ZImbabira w/o v Letolho 
Zambia w/o v Rwanda (withdraw) 


16 

788 

Ugunds v Malawi 

1-0 

30 

788 

Malawi V Uganda 

Malawi 3-2 on agg 

3-1 

3 

6 89 

Libya V Burkino Faao 

3-0 

3 

7 89 

Burkino Faao v Libya 

Libya 3-2 on agg 

2-0 

7 

8 88 

Ghana v Liberia 

0-0 

21 

8 88 

Liberia v Ghana 

LIbarla 2-0 on agg 

2-0 

5 

8 88 

Tunisia v Guinea 

5-0 

21 

8 88 

Guinea v Tunisia 

Tunlala 5-3 on agg 
Gallon w/o v Togo 

3-0 


ROUND 2 


Group A 

6 1 89 Algeria v Zimbabwe 3-0 { 

22 1 89 Zimbabwe v Ivory Coaat (M) I 

II 6 89 Ivory Coaat V Algeria 0-0 | 

25 6 89 Zimbabwe V Algeria 1-2 

13 8 89 Ivory Coast v Zimbabwe ' 

25 8 89 Algeria v Ivory Coast t 



P W 

0 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Algeria 

3 2 

1 

0 

5 

1 

5 

Ivory Coaat 2 0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Zimbabwe 3 0 

1 

2 

1 

5 

1 

Libya withdrew 






Group B 







b 169 

Egypt V Liberia 





2-0 

7 1 89 

Kanya v Malawi 





1-1 

21 1 89 

Malawi V Egypt 





1-1 

22 1 89 

Liberia V Kenya 





00 

10 6 89 

Kenya v Egypt 





0-0 

11 bB9 

Liberia v Malawi 





1-0 

24 6 89 

Malawi V Kenya 





1-0 

25 6 69 

Liberia v Egypt 





1-0 

11 8 89 

Egypt V Malawi 






12 8 89 

Konya v Liberia 






25 8 89 

Egypt V Kenya 






2b 8 89 

Malawi V LIbarla 







P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pts 

Liberia 

4 2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

Egypt 

4 1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

4 

Malawi 

4 1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

4 

Kenya 

4 0 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Group C 







7 189 

Nigeria v Gabon 





1-0 

S 1 89 

Cameroon v Angola 




1-1 

22 1 89 

Gabon v Cameroon 




1-3 

22 1 89 

Angola v Nigeria 





2-2 

10 6 89 

Nigeria v Cameroon 




2-0 

10 bB9 

Angola v Gabon 





i-0 

25 6 89 

Angola v Cameroon 




1 2 

25 6 89 

Gabon v Nigeria 





2-1 

'12 8 89 

Nigeria v Angola 






13 8 89 

Cameroon v Gabon 





27 8 89 

Cameroon v Nigeria 





27 8 89 

Gabon v Angola 







P W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pis 

Nigeria 

4 2 

1 

1 

6 

4 

5 

Cameroon 4 2 

1 

1 

6 

5 

5 

Angola 

4 1 

2 

1 

6 

5 

4 

Gabon 

4 1 

0 

3 

3 

7 

2 

Group D 







8 1 89 

Morocco v Zambia 




1-0 

8 1 89 

Zaire V Tunisia 





3-1 

22 1 89 

Tunisia v Morocco 




2-1 

22 1 89 

Zambia v Zaire 





4-2 

It 689 

Zaire v Morocco 





0-0 

11 689 

Zsmbla v Tunisia 





1-0 

25 b89 

Zambia v Morocco 




2 1 

25 6 89 

Tunisia V Zaire 





1 0 

13 8 89 

Morocco V Tunisia 





13 8 69 

Zaire V Tunisia 






25 6 89 

Tunisia V Zambia 






27 8 89 

Morocco V Zaire 







P W 

D 

L 

F 

A Pts 

Zambia 

4 3 

0 

1 

7 

4 

6 









Tunisia 4 2 0 2 4 5 4 

Zairs 4 11 2 5 6 3 

Morocco 4 1 1 2 3 4 3 


ROUND 3 


Winners Gp 1 v Winners Gp 2. Winners Gp 
3 V Winners Gp 4 Aggregate winning teams 
qualify lor the finals 


ASIA 


WEST ASIA 

Groi p 1 Jordan liaq Oinan Qatar 


6 1 89 

Qatar v Jordan 




1 0 

6 1 89 

Oman v Iraq 




1-1 

13 1 89 

Oman v Qatar 




00 

13 1 89 

Jordan v Iraq 




0-1 

30 1 89 

Jordan v Oman 




2-0 

70 1 89 

Qalar v Iraq 




1 0 

27 1 89 

Jordan v Qatar 




1-1 

27 1 89 

Iraq v Oman 




^ 1 

3 2 89 

Qatar v Oman 




3 0 

3 2 89 

Iraq v Jordan 




4 0 

10 2 89 

Oman v Jordan 




0 2 

10 2 09 

Iraq v Qatar 




7 2 


P W D 

1 

f 

A 

Pis 

Qatar 

6 3 3 

0 

8 

3 

9 

Iraq 

6 3 2 

1 

11 

S 

8 

Iordan 

fi 2 1 

\ 

S 

7 

'i 

Oman 

6 0 2 

4 

2 

11 

2 

Group 2 (Bahrain withdrew) 





10 3 89 

Yemen AR v Syria 




0 1 

IS 3 89 

Saudi Arabia v Syria 




6 4 

70 3 89 

Yemen AR v Saudi Arabia 


0 1 

2S ) 89 

Syris v Yemen AR 




2 0 

30 3 89 

Syria v Saudi Arabia 




0 0 

S 4 09 

Saudi Arabi.s v Yemen AR 


1 0 


P W 0 

1 

r 

A 

Pis 

S Arabia 

4 3 1 

0 

7 

4 

7 

Syiid 

4 2 1 

1 

7 

S 

S 

Yemen AR 4 0 0 

4 

0 

b 

0 


Group 3 UAF Kuwait, P.ikistan (RP South 
Yemen withdrew) 


6 

1 89 

Paldsinn v Kuwait 





0 1 

13 

1 89 

Kuwait V UAC 





3 7 

20 

1 89 

UAE r Pakistan 





6 0 

27 

1 89 

Kuwait V Pakistan 





2 0 

3 

7 89 

UAE V Kuwait 





1-0 

10 

2 89 

Pakistan v UAF 





1-4 



P w 

l> 

1 

1 

A 

Pis 

DAL 

4 3 

0 

1 

1? 

4 

6 

Kuw.llt 

> t 

0 

1 

G 


6 

Psikistnn 

4 0 

0 

4 

1 

7 

0 


CAST ASIA 


Group 4 (India witlidrew su Nopal switched 


from Group S) 




rollowinq motchos rM in S Korea 





Malaysia v Nopal 



7 0 


Sinqnpoto v S Korea 



0 3 

?S 

Malaysia v Slnqnporo 



I 0 

*>09 

Ncp<it V S Koroa 



0 9 

7r S 09 

Sinqnpuro v Nopal 



t 0 

7/ 5 09 

S Korofi V Malny<}la 



1-0 

followlnq m 0 lch«>^ all In Sinqapoi 

e 



) n 09 

Slngnpriie v Malaysia 



7 7 

1 G 09 

S Korea v Nepal 



4 0 

> G69 

Miilnysin v S Korea 



0 ) 

5 6 89 

Nepal V Singapore 



0-7 

7 6 09 

Singapore v S Korea 



0-3 

7 6 89 

Malaysia v Nepal 



3-0 


P W D L 

1 

A 

Pis 

South Korr»n 6 6 0 0 

25 

0 

12 

Malaysia 

6 3 • 2 

a 

8 

7 

*>inqaporo 6 7 11 

17 

9 

S 

Nopal 

6 0 0 6 

0 

20 

0 


Group t 

30 7 84 Thailand V Bangladesh 1-0 


73 7 89 

China V Bangladesh 




2-0 

73 7 09 

Thailand v Iran 




03 

27 2 89 

Banqlntiosh v Iran 




1-2 

28 2 89 

Thailand v CItirra 




0-3 

4 3 89 

Banqiadesh v China 




0-2 

8 3 89 

Bangladesh v Thailand 



3-1 

17 3 89 

Iran v Bangladesh 




1-0 

30 5 89 

Iran v Thailand 




3-0 

15 7 89 

China v Iran 




2-0 

22 7 89 

Iran v China 




3 2 

29 7 89 

China V Thailand 






P W D 

L 

F 

A 

PIS 

Iran 

6 5 0 

1 

12 

7 

10 

China 

5 4 0 

1 

11 

3 

8 

Bangladesh 6 10 

5 

4 

9 

2 

Thailand 

5 1 0 

4 

2 

12 

2 

Group 6 






21 5 89 

Indonesia v N Korea 




0-0 

71 5 89 

Hong Kong v Japan 




0 0 

27 5 89 

Hong Kong vN Korea 



1-2 

28 5 89 

Indonesia v Japan 




0-0 

4 6 89 

Hong Konq v Indonesia 



1-1 

4 6 89 

Japan v N Korea 




2-1 

It 6 89 

Japan v Indonesia 




5-0 

18 6 89 

Japan v Hung Konq 




0-0 

25 6 89 

Indonesia v Honq Kong 



3 2 

25 6 89 

N Korea v Japan 




2-0 

2 7 89 

N Korea v Honq Kong 



4 1 


P V* O 

L 

r 

A 

PIS 

North Korea 5 t 1 

1 

9 

4 

7 

Japan 

6 2 3 

1 

7 

3 

7 

Honq Konq 6 0 3 

J 

5 

10 

3 

Indononia 5 11 

1 

4 

a 

3 

winners of all rpoups play nil 

in a 

lonqu^ 


system with top two teams qualifying for the 
linals 


NORTH/CENTRAL. 

AMERICA 


Mound 1 



19 

6 88 

Antigua v Nelh Antilles 

0-1 

29 

7 88 

Nelh Antilles v Anliqua 

3 1 


Nelh Aniilles 4 1 on agq, ael 


1? 

5 88 

Jamaic .» v Pue-lo Hiro 

1 0 

29 

5 86 

Puerto Rico V JfirnaiCd 

1 7 



Jamaica 3 1 on agg 


17 

4 88 

Guyana v Trinidad/Tobnqo 

0 4 

8 

5 88 

1 rinidad/Tobaqo v Guyana 

1 0 


Trinidad/Tabaqo S 0 on agg 


.17 

7 88 

Cosla Rich v Panama 

1-1 

31 

7 88 

Panama v Costa Rica 

0-2 



Costa ihea T 1 on agg 


30 

4 88 

Cuba V Guatemala 

0 1 

15 

5 88 

Guatemala v Cuba 

1 1 



Gualoniald 2 1 on agg 


Round Two 


1 

10 88 

Nelh Antilles v FI Salvador 

0 1 

16 10 88 

El Salvador v Noth AnIillcs 

50 



£/ Salvadoi b-0 on agg 


30 10 88 

Tiinidad/lobaqn v Honduras 

0 0 

1 1 

I 1 00 

Mondiii 1 V Innidi.t Inli.iuii 

1 1 


fntudfid Job ut<> *)n itw ti tfinl 1 1 

71 

7 00 

JiiMi'iK n V Ufiitr <1 5tat< * 

f) 0 

13 

8 88 

United Stdir s >/ Jam.iic a 

5 1 



United 5 1 on 


9 10 88 

Guntpmnlfi v Crinmtn 

1 0 

15 

10 88 

Canodn v Gunlnnuil.i 

1 7 


on nwny u t *? nqa 




Costa Rica wio v Mexico 


Round Thinn 


19 

\ 89 

GU(iloin«il«'i V < oM 1 Rir i 

. 0 

2 

4 89 

CoM«» Mk«i V Gbj.ilnm il > 

7 1 

16 

4 09 

( o stii Miri) V Uni1r*(l SI ih*** 

1 0 

to 

4 09 

UniirrI 91 ilos v ( nsiri Mir n 

1 0 

13 

5 09 

Unllod SI ilf*s V Itiri'Trih kio 

1 1 

70 

5 09 

Trin'InhfUto / i i>« 1 i Mir i 

1 1 

1 

6 09 

C ohta IlK n V 1finMrih«it|n 

1 9 

17 

6 *19 

Unllod Sliilnr v (lu il> in il«i 

7 1 

75 

6 0*1 

r i Seifviidrir V Com i Mk .i 

7 4 


9 7 89 El Salvador v United States P 
16 7 89 Costa Rica V El Salvador 1-0 

30 7 89 Trinnrohngo v LI Salvador 
13 8 89 FI Salvador vTrlri/TobagO 
20 8 89 Giinlemaln V Trln/Tohago 
3 9 89 Trln/Tohago v Giiatomaln 
8 to 89 Guntemala v United States 
•> 11 89 United Stales v LI Snlvadoi 
19 11 89 Trln/Tohago v United Stales 
19 11 89 Guatemala v FI Salvadoi 
76 11 89 El Salvador v Guatemala 


P W I) 

Costa nica 0 S I 

United States S I I 

Guatemala 4 10 

Trln/Tohago 3 0 2 

El Salvador 2 0 0 

Nolo Top Iwo qualify lot finals 


I T 
7 to 

1 (• 
] 4 
1 2 

2 2 


A Pis 
b 11 

4 7 

b 2 
3 2 

5 0 


OCEANIA II 

Round 1 



11 12 88 

Taiwait V New Zealand 

0 4 

IB 12 86 

New Zealand v Taiwan 

4-1 


New Zealand B-1 on agg 


26 11 88 

Fiji v Australia 

1-0 

3 12 80 

Australia V Fiji 

5-1 


Australia b 2 on agg 


Round 2 



5 3 89 

Israel v New Zealand 

1-0 

17 3 89 

Australia v New Zealand 

4-1 

19 3 09 

Kront V AustrdliA 

1-1 

2 4 89 

New Zealand v AuMralta 

2-0 

9 4 89 

Now Zeabrnd v Israel 

2-2 

1b 4 89 

Atjsiriilta V isrnni 

1-1 


p w n 1 

1 A Pis 

Israel 

4 13 0 

5 4 5 

Australia 

4 12 1 

6 5 4 

N Zealand 4 112 

5 7 3 

Kiaol play wiiwerR of S Amorir{» Gp ? for 

placo lo tho llnnls 


SOUTH AMERICA 1 

Group 1 



20 8 89 

Rolivin V Mom 


27 8 89 

Peru V Uruqiiny 


3 9 89 

Bolivia V Uruguay 


10 9 89 

Peru V Bolivia 


1/ 9 09 

llrii(|ii«iy V Rollvin 


74 9 09 

Umqufiy v Mom 

1 

Group ? 



20 8 89 

Colombia v Fcuadni 


2/ 8 89 

Paraguay v Colombia 


3 9 89 

Ecuarior v Coloinbi.i 


10 9 89 

Parnqu ly v F ctiador 


74 9 89 

Colombia r PariSTjuny 


1 10 69 

1 riiador v Paraguay 


Group 3 



to 7 89 

Venezuela v Brazil 


6 8 89 

Venezuela v Chile 


13 8 89 

Chile v Brazil 


20 8 89 

Brazil V Venezuela 


27 8 89 

Chile V Venezuela 


3 9 09 

Biazil V Chile 



Winners of Groups 1 and 3 qualify for tlie 
finals Winners of Gp 2 play off againsl 
OGeaniii section winners tor place m the 
finals 
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INVESTIGATION! 


THE AIFF MUDDLE 


I N their 
enthusiasm to 
i streamline the 
[organisation ot 
football in the 
country the panel 
[created pitfalls 
and muddles 
[which are 
i proving 

acrimonious and 
insurmountable 


PP Lukshiiidnai) (right) 
Pi lya Ranjaii Das 
Munshi and Keiala 
coach Qabi lel Joseph 
have a cluit at 
Guwahati s Nehi u 
Stadium dui ing the 
Santush Trophy 

P UNJAB teams 
need to play in 
as many 
tournaments as 
possible since we 
do not have a 
large domestic 
league like 
Calcutta and 
Bombay JCT 
coach 

Sukhwi der 
Sinqli 


B 


E ARl.Ythis 

viMi the new 
legimeol ttie 
All India 
l''()<itball 
Fi-deicition 
(AH' K) lif.uled by Pi ita 
K.ini.in Das Mimslii 
pioniised to i»>vainp the 
game in Ihec oun*> \ Ih 
liiiitfd .it giaiidinse 
plans <ind lot.d 
ovei h.M'ling of thi 
('Msting sti IK tine The 
tniK h piiblu ised fnoth.dl 
seminal held in Di'lhi 
VK.eie .ittended hv W 
for iiiei iiitej iMt lon.ils 
nil hiding l 
ex ()l\ mpi.iii'- Main 
ideas wi 1 iM \pi essed 
but six months lati I a 
(juerv arises v\illlhe\ 
wor k ’ 

At (he semiii.ir a 
nine memlK'i uoi I mg 
gjuup vMthC’huiii 
Gosh. , 1111 . 1 '' i liaii m.iii 

\\ .IS loi mi d 1 he 


woi king group 
submitted a final lepoit 
to t lie AIFP’ worKing 
c oniiiiittee by the end of 
May Papei wor k was 
eoiiiplete Next on tin 
.igend.i w.ts the sp-cidl 
sub comniittiH' meeting 
of till AlFr at Pan.ip in 
June under (he 
f hail rnaijhhijiof AIKP 
senioi vue-fiitsident 
Vil.is S.ii desai The panel 
w.is deleg,ited to dev ise a 
national i .dend.ti and 
finalise <1 definite format 
foi the .ill Indi.i 
tour n.imeiits 

In thru eiithusi.ism to 
stie.imhni the 
organisation of footb,ill 
in tlii'eouiiti V the pam 1 
(reated {iittallsaud 
muddles whii h .lit* 
pioving ,ier imonious 
.ind insur nu)untal)li 
'1 he I 1 u\ ot ,\11' F s 
problem is that lauri.ible 
di i isioiKs ,11 e t.iki 11 vv liK h 


cannot be implemented 
For instance at the 
football somin.ii, it was 
pointed out th.it Indian 
footballers especially 
those fiom Kengal play 
excesbiyely thioug hunt 
the veai And the 
piesciiption foi thisvvas 
that clubs shouldn t lx* 
.illowtd to par tieipate in 
more than six 
touinaments ,ind that 
national plaseis stiould 
onlj paitKip.iti in about 
fifty iM.itf lies .innu.ilh 
Magnanimous ide.i' 

Mr Das Munshi and 
the AIFF ,ign ed to 
implement these i ur bs 
on the plavei s Ii'tween 
the ide.i and the reality 
(alls the shadow In the 
itx ent Ni/am Gold (’up 
at Hydeiabad .Id 
masquoiading as 
Puniab FiKiball 
Association vPFA.) XI 
par til ipated Mr Das 





Munshi should be 
leminded that history 
has an uncanny way of 
repeating itself A little 
over a decade ago the 
Nurul 

Amin-Vijayi an gam 
AIFF regime had also 
thought oil similar 
lines Clubs were to be 
restricted to four 
tournaments, pei year 
Howevei.even then the 
AIFF'b intentions were 
thwarted by the 
subterfuge of elubs 
playing undct assumed 
names 

ThedUbwei (othe 
pioblem IS not 
riisciphnaiv action 
TCT s c 1 .U h 
ex inP'i national 
Sukhwiiiflt'i Singh 
siK (j.ictlv sav Punjab 
teams uei'd fo plav in as 
nianv toui nami'iits as 
possitiie sin<( vieclonot 
have a la i fc don'cst u 
leai^ue lik<' in Calcutta 
and Hunibav ttni 
pla^els not'd 
tom naiiK iit piactit e 
othei wise we ( aniiot 
suivive The AIFP’must 
tx rnoie pjolessiunal in 
itsappnMth Ind’.iistou 
vast a ( ouiiti v for 
simplifu'd strlutions The 
lequiiemcnts of 
footballt' s from 
Rajasthan Punjab and 
Kashmn vai v lioni 
those of Ht'iigal Goa 
Bombay and sou' liei n 
cities Hydei abad and 
Bangalore 

Years ot neglect and 
anarchy cani.ot be 
1 esolved by issuing 
directives TheAIFP’ 
nevei stated how it will 
GUI b the menace of too 
many mate hes for the 
Calcutta plavcts At the 
national camp m Delhi 
stnkei Sisir Ghosh 
categorically said 
‘ Nothing has changed I 
still pla> two matches a 
week foi oui clubs once 
a week for mj emplov ers 
United Bank of Indu. 



Vijay ran gam—former 
AIFF secretary 


and occasionally in the 
district league It is easy 
for the AIFF to say to 
restrict the numbei of 
matches However.if 1 do 
not represent UBI in the 
office league, they will 
transfer me out of 
Bengal I have to oblige 
my neighbours and 
friends by occasionally 
playing m the district 
league 

“It IS the same for all 
Bengal players we 
continue to play a match 
every alternate day and 
about 100 matches a 
yeai " Dashing 
left-winger Uttam 
Mukhei jt't* s vei sion 
“Our season is so 
demanding that therv is 
very httl«' f ime to let 
even small injuues 


recover Gcxid players 
rarely get a chance to 
rest ” Bearded 
stopper-back Aniit 
Bhadra echoes similar 
sentiments "In 1988 I 
had to play the Nehru 
Cup at Siliguri with a 
niggling knee injury as 
due to the hectic 
domestic schedule, my 
club could not let me rest 
just prior to an 
iiiternatioiidl 
tournament " 

A moi e practical 
solution than issuing 
directives would be to 
initiate dialogues with 
the employei s of the 
footballers Mi Das 
Munshi as Union 
Comnicico Ministei 
could < djole the chiefs of 
public sc*ctoi 
undei takings to resli ict 
the partic ip.it ion of at 
least national plavei s in 
office ’.eagues An 
agieemeiit should be 
1 eai hi d that jilav ei s 
lequiied for iiatiorid] 
camps should play only 
few imfxntant mutches 
for their offices Maybe a 
sjsecial i uling could be 
made lor Calcutta 
players, as they play the 
most It may not lx; ver y 
demiKiatu butextiemi 
sit uat ions demand 
ext 1 erne i I'niedii's 
In their desii'i* to 
levainp Indian football 
the AIFF should have 
txxm more cautious The 
exfXTK'nceof veteran 
fixitfnill adrninisliator 
and formei Indian team 
manager K K Ganguly 
and other tournament 
secretaries could have 
been used Many of t he 
self-inflicted problems 
and dilemmas coulcl 
have been avei ted M? 
Das Munshi and his 
AIFF ollice-beai er s 
should recall an old 
Biblical saying the 
road to hell is paved with 
gcxid intentions ’ 

NovyKapMfla 



Sisnir Ghosh (9) “Nothing has changed I still 
play two matches a week for our club ” 


5 




Soccer Tournaments: Quota 

System 


H ow serious is the 
AIFP in finalising 
a definite format foi 
all'India tour naments'^ 
Its recent actions, 
however, suggest 
otherwise They have 
given permission to 
the All India Brigade 
of Gold Cup tourna¬ 
ment to be staged in 
Darjeeling from 
September 24 to Octo¬ 
ber 6 and the Sikkirn 
Governor’s Gold Cup 
tournament in Gang¬ 
tok from Oct 12 22 
Both touinainents 
claim that Mohun 
Bagaii, Mohammedan 
Sporting and East Ben¬ 
gal arc participating 
Considering these 
clubs will later play 
other all-Iiidia tourna¬ 
ments including the 
Du I and. Rovers, IF\ 
Shield and Federation 
Cup after a gruelling 
league season, the con¬ 
cept of rest to the play¬ 
ers does not seem to 
mater iahs(> 

Another retrogres¬ 
sive dec-ision taken by 
the AIFF at the Paiiaji 
meeting is laiwng the 
category of "majoi 
tournanionts' to seven 
Regional loyalties of 
mernlxns in the Alt’F 
sub-cominittee led to 
the increase in num¬ 
bers Vilas Saidesai of 
Goa has made the Ban- 
daonkar Cup in his 
state a major tourna¬ 
ment Similarly AIFF 
set 1 etary P P I^akh- 
smaiian and T O 
Abdullah have seen 
that the Sait Nagjee 
touinament in then 
home state of Kerala 
gets the status of a 
major tournament 










\ /.L.- 


East Premantle of 
Australia versus Punjab 
Police in the 1983 DCM 
tournament (Inset) KK 
Ganguly, Durand Cup 
secretary 


Now both these 
touinaments will also 
want the participation 
ol Calcutta’s Big 
Three' and othei lead¬ 
ing teains of India, in¬ 
creasing the burden on 
the players 
Wing Cdr K K 
Ganguly (retd ) hony 
secretary of the 
Duiand Football 
Touinament is upset 
that the traditional 
historical tournaments 
of India have been 
given decreased im¬ 
portance There are 
thiee tournaments m 
India, which are as old 


as the game ol footlu 11 
itself Seniority-wise 
they are the Durand 
Cup started in 1883, 
Rovers Cup started in 
1891, and IF A Shield 
started in 1893 
The DCM tourna¬ 
ment. a comparative 
latecomer, started in 
Delhi m 1945 and is 
now considered a ma¬ 
jor tournament It was 
not always the case In 
1958, Mr Pankaj Gup¬ 
ta erstwhile president 
of the AIFF had writ¬ 
ten a letter to the for¬ 
mer president of the 
Delhi Football Associa- 


60 


tlou (DPA) stating that 
the DCM tournament 
18 a ‘B* category 
tournament The re¬ 
levant extract from the 
letter, dated 11th 
June, 1958 reads as 
follows 

“I do not know 
whether you have been 
informed that the 
Rules Committee of the 
AIFF, had recom¬ 
mended that the DCM 
tournament be put 
under Category ‘B’ and 
that it should not bf* 
equated with the other 
three traditional 
tournaments, as they 
felt that the DCM is 
more of a coiiinieidal 
nature than serving 
the cruse of football ' 
Painstakingly the 
DCM had to earn their 
status as a major 
national tournament 
It IS an honour, a re¬ 
ward for years ot Sys 
teniatic organisation 
which generates fierce 
competition and en- 
thialls spectatois 
There must be some 
criteria in choosing 
‘major’ tournaments ol 
the country A handful i 
of people in the sub- 
committee cannot take 
arbitrary decisione 

The AIFF sub¬ 
committee in their en¬ 
thusiasm have stated 
that from this year on¬ 
wards the Santosh Tro¬ 
phy, Federation Cup 
and Nehru Gold Cup. 
will be held between 
September 16 and De¬ 
cember 31 The ‘major’ 
national tournaments 
are to be conducted af¬ 
ter December 31 

If the malady is ex¬ 
cessive football, then 
the AIFF should res¬ 
trict the major or ‘A’ 
category all-India 
tournaments to the 
traditional four. 
Durand Rovers, IFA 


Th^ Of A .v, Tj. ^ 
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Shield and DCM If 
over the years, any of 
these four tournaments 
IB organisationally 
lacking does not 
attract teams from all 
over India (as is the 
case with the IFA 
Shield) then they can 
be replaced Crampmg 
about SIX to seven all- 
India tournaments m a 
period of three 
months, January to 
March,will not help 
The star players will 
still remain overwork¬ 
ed, with numerous 
matches and lots of 


travel Then from 
April to September 
they will have their 
leagues Time for 
training or rest/recup 
eration will be limited 
The AIFF must take a 
more realistic 
approach to the re¬ 
quirements of Indian 
football 

The organisers of 
the major tournaments 
have also taken, 
umbrage at the in-' 
creased registration 


^•bis'/^' tho 
tho 


fee by the AIFF In 
1986. it was raised 
from Rs 10,000 to Rs 
15,000 Now within 
three years it is again 
revised to Rs 25,000 
The federation has 
not provided any 
rationale in this escala¬ 
tion It has enough 
funds The raised reg¬ 
istration fee, needless¬ 
ly taxes the tourna¬ 
ment’s coffers 
NovyKapMb 



Tampering With Tradition 


RKK 
GANGULY. 
Secretary 

of the 

Durand Tournament, 
has taken umbrag’e at 
the chaiiffe of 
schedules for the 
major all-India 
tournaments He feels 
it IS a needless 
tampering with 
tradition In a strongly 
woi ded letter of 
protest to the AIFF 
president, dated 


years experience m 
Indian soccer, clearly 
states that the-bane of 
Indian football is 
mushrooming 
tournaments 
He says, “The 
calendar for major 
meets was already 
there It is the 
money-making efforts 
by mushroom growth 
of regional 
tournaments 
permitted by the AIFF 
during the last eight 




domestic football is 
important 
entertainment and 
cannot be just geared 
for international 
ventures 

The ultimate faux 
pas by the AIFF is 
regarding the 
allocation of dates for 
the 1989 Durand 
tournament The AIFF 
secretary Mr P P 
Lakshmanan sent a 
letter to the Durand 
tournament 


teams in India and 
they cannot be played 
at the same time 
Now It has become a 
power struggle Who 
will yield'!' Mr Ganguly 
says, “What is 
sacrosanct about the 
Federation Cup dates'^ 
Why cannot they be 
altered'!’ The Durand 
decides on it s schedule 
after consultation with 
the three Service chiefs 
and important 
government officials 




Hr 
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During the Durand Cup Centenary, 13 former Indian captains were invited Here the 
Internationals were photographed with the President of the Republic 


August 1. 1989 Mr 
Ganguly states, 
"Shifting t he Durand 
Cup trom the 
1 1 aditional period of 
Oct obei -December to 
Januaiy-March is like 
chdiiguig the crops 
pattern Moreover, 
January in Delhi is 
Republic Day period 
Life indeed comes to a 
standstill during this 
period and to shift the 
Durand to January is 
to deny tootball lovers 
ot the c-apital their 
due ’ 

In his letter. Mr 
Ganguly, with 50 


years that has created 
the chaos 
"Traditionally, the 
IFA Shield was held 
|ust before Durga Puja 
in September-October 
and the other three 
followed from October 
to December each year 
It has thus been a 
national football 
season' almost a 
festival for all these 
years Nowhere in the 


organising secretary 
allotting the dates 
from Dwember 2-28 A 
couple of days later, 
AIFF president Mr Das 
Munshi announced 
that the final rounds of 
the Federation Cup at 
Bihar will be from 
December 16-27 It is 
obvious there is lack oi 
coordination between 
the AIFF secretary 
based m Cannanore 


world does international and the AIFF president 


football interfere with 
major domestic events 
to deprive the public of 
a traditional fare ' Mr 
Ganguly implies that 


shuttling between 
Delhi and Calcutta 
The Federation Cup 
and the Durand Cup 
both attract the top 


They cannot 
frequently alter their 
schedule for the whims 
of the AIFF ” 

The AIFF president 
18 hinting of alternate 
dates for the Dui and 
tournament, December 
20 to January 12, 

1990 Mr Ganguly 
counters that the 
Federation Cup can be 
held on the alternate 
dates This needless 
imbroglio could have 
been avoided with 
more coordination 
between the AIFF 
officebearers 




BY MARTINA 
NAVRATILOVA 

(AN EXCERPT HUM HER AUTOIHNIRAPHT WITH lEOlUtE VECSEY) 


VERYBODY wds excited when Chi is and 1 
I cached the finals of the 1983 USOpen It 
seemed fitting that she should be the 
obstacle to the only major championship 1 
hiuln't yet won All the i eporters were 
working on stories about our rivalry over 
the years, and at the press conference the 
day before our match one of them asked if I 
I emembered the first time 1 playjd Chris 
‘Sure,’I said ‘It was in 1973 Akron First round I lost, 7 6, 

6 -3 The tiebreaker was 5 4 At 4-all, I don’t remembei, but she 
, probably passed me at the net I was just excited to play her ’ The 
reporters nodded as if I weie some kind of genius, being able to 
remember the score of a ten-year-old match But I’ve always had a 
good memory, and besides, this is my business Does a real-estate 
agent remember the fii st house he sold*^ Does a lawyer i {‘call the 
first case she tried in front of a judged To me, it’s no big deal that 1 
can remember the first t ime I ever played Chris Evert 
When 1 made my first visit to America in 1973, Chris was 
already ore of the top players on the tour She haa rame along as a 
fifleen-year-old m 1970, reached the semifinals at the US Open in 
, 1971. and been a semifinalist at Wimbledon and Forest Hills in 
1972 By the time she turned eighteen, she was well known as 
America’s Sweetheart or America’s Ice Princess—take your 
' pick—and she possessed a two-handed backhand that could cut 
I your heart out without your feeling it and a war m smile that said, 
‘Nothing personal ’ 

I knew all about Chris from the tennis magazines that m v 
cousin, Martin, sent me from Canada I could read English a little, 

, and was trying to translate sports lang-uage with the help of a 
; dictionary, which got a little comical at times However, 1 got the 
I point of the pictures and che numbers Chris was like a pei feet 
I blonde goddess who was stalking Billie Jean and Virginia and 
Evonne Before I even met her, she stood for everything I admired 
m this country poise, ability, sportsmanship, money, st^le 
, I’ll never forget the first time I saw her ui Fort laiuderdale, 

' playing backgammon with Frank Hammond, who was the 
tournament referee Hersister, Jeanne, was theiT, too Itiiednot 
to gawk as I walked by, and Chris just sort of nodded at me When 
you’re shy, the way I think I am. you don’t want to say hello 
I unless you feel comfortable A few days latei i saw her in 1 ho 
clubhouse again and this time she smiled, acknowledging mo, so 
to speak, but also making me feel like a peon 







When I started to win 
some of the 
tournaments, Chris 
was finfcet in defeat 
too. The first time I 
won Wimbledon in 
1978, beating her in 
the second and third 
sets, she came over 
and gave me a big 
hug. You couldn’t 
have told who won 
the match, except my 
gnn was a little 
bigger than hers 



Nowadays we're matched like chocolate-or-vamlla 
jazz-or-classical, two champions with opposing styles and 
temperaments competing for limited space at the top of women’s 
tennis history We’re still fi lends, but things get a little touchy on 
both sides when we talk about our accomplishments Buck then it 
was easy for us to be friends She was nice to me i ig ht f i om the 
start, giving little nods and smiles to let me know she knew I was 
aiound She does not miss a thing Maybe she telt I was just 
another foil for her. a visitoi from the Iron Curtain sampling ull 
the junk food in America, and not any competition 
I was excited the first time Chi is said hello In fac’t, I was 
mesmerized When I played her in the In st round at Akron. 1 did 
pretty well but she was moicexiXM loneed and she outlasted me I 
wasn’t i*eady for hei oi hei resei'ves of strength I saw she had 
some friends and family looting foi liei and I felt totally alone, 
after the team togetherness I had felt with Sparta 
The truth of the mattei is that (.hi is had a Te»un Kvert long 
before I liad any suppoi t system of my own Ilei tatliei, Jimmy, 
who was hei first ccxich and who reinforced h«‘r lovt* foi tennis, 
didn’t go on the road very often but her mothei, Colette was often 
there, and so was hei sistei .leanne a tour player hei self, and a 
number of then f i lends Chi is didn’t know what it was like to b«' 
alone on the toui 

Mrs Eveit is the swei'tesl l.idy, who wouldn t say anything bad 
about anybody Fnini the fn st time 1 appealed on the tour I got 
the feeling she honestly felt bad when I lost and happ.v when 1 
won When Chi is bc>at me Mis Kvei t would walk ovei and say 
’Nice match, Maitina Koi a kid a long way from home, that 
meant a lot She gave me the st length to ki*ep going 

I’ll never foi get how Chi is patted me on the back .is we walki^tl 
off the coui t, after 1 finally won the US Open in 198.'?, even though 
you know she had to lie fivhng tei i ible iKitei her mothei came 
over and said she was happy for me And 1 bi'heved hei 

You’ll notice that 1 refei to Chr is as ‘Chi is not as C’hi is Kvei t’ 
or ‘Evert’ I noticed from the first week on the tour that the women 
tended to be on a fit st-naine basis with each ot her Sui e, they were 
all out there to win and make money but there was none of the* 
hard feelings and impersonality that you get on the men’s lour 
It’s funny, the way people alwa.ys say women ai e the foxes, the 
ones who’ll stab you in the back In tennis, the men aie much 
worse We women speak our minds and we have inn aigiiments, 
but there’s none of the hackstabbing you ai»e with the men 
nothing like the way Connors and IjOiidl go .it eai h other 
The women are gixid at getting along We s(x^nd riiui h mori' 
time together than the men. and 1 guess that s p.iit of it, but we 
also seemed to have an instinct for nurtiir ing v/ithiii us We w.uit 
to get along with people, smooth things over Sure wc’i i' 
competitive, but we’re subtle about it 
Chris has always been able to live up to hei sweet hear t im.ige, 
knowing what to say and when to say it I didn’t know how to do 
that when I ai rived, and I still don’t I say what I feel whether it’s 
revealing that I was suffer mg from toxoplasmosis .it thi* 1 OHa US 
Open or criticizing the amount of Piizr* moni*y at Wimbledon in 
1983, which got me into hot watei with everylxxly If was .is if I’d 
insulted God I’d be better off keeping my mouth shut oi saying 
someth’ng else, but I can’t or won’t Chi is can alw.iys make her 
point and have it come out right in pi int It’s a gift 
The Chris the public- sees is not exactly the Chi is we know in f he 
dressing rcxim In public she .ilways .seems on an rwen keel, 
whether she’s joking with the male lepot ters or .smiling .it the 
fans In private she’s got a great sen.sc'of humoiii She s fun .iiid 
she IS not exactly what you'd c all a pi ude The public doesn’t know 
that if you give her a glass of wine she can ti'll a good story with 




ACTION PLUS 


The Chris the public 
sees is not exactly the 
Chris we know in the 
dressing room. In 
public she always 
seems on an even keel 
whether she’s joking 
vrith the male 
reporters or smiling 
at the fans. In private 
she’s got a great 
sense of humour. 
She’s fun... the public 
doesn’t know that if 
you give her a glass of 
wine she can tell a 
good story with the 
best of us. Most of all, 
Chris is a great 
competitior 






the best of us 

Most of all. Chris IS a great competitor Looking back Ivehad 
my share of matches that I teel I should have won from her but 
didn’t, because she just took them away from me I came (.-lose to 
hex the second time we met. in the semifinals at St Petersburg. 
Florida later on that 1973 toui. but she beat me. 7—5 6- 3 

It took me two more yeai s to beat her. on the sixth try when I 
caught hei 3— 6,6 4 7 - 6. in the quartei finals m Washington 

I just happen to remembei it was 5 -1 in the tiebieakei I served 
and hit a forehand drop volley tor the winner Not that I meant to 
hit a drop volley I was just shaking so much that I couidn t hit the 
ball any deeper than that That night I was so pumped up about 
beating her that for the first time in my life I tried a sleeping pill to 
fall asleep It didn't do a bit ol good 

People don't remember that we played doubles together for a 
while, winning Wimbledon in 1976 Chi i.s and I still laugh alxmt 
the first time I beat her in the finals of a match 6 3 6 4 in 

Houston in 1976 Right after that we weic plaving double.s 
together against Rosie Ca.salH and Fi ancoise Uurr, and I could tell 
Chris was a little down about losing to me Aftei we went out thoi e 
and lost tlv^ doubles too, I wanted to do something to lighten the 
mood 

Fiankle had a dog named Topspin who went evei vw’heie with 
her-you know the French w ill even take a dog into a 
1 estaurant-and she had ti aim’d Topspin to cai i y hei i acquet in 
his mouth at the end of a match So they beat us and Topspin did 
his usual excellent job of taking Frankie s raccjuct .uid marcfiing 
off the court with hei 1 figured. Why not‘^ so I grabbed t'hi is 
racquet, put it in my teeth and walked off the court iK’hiiid hei I 
got a laugh out ol her Actually, she laughs a lot when w'e i e just 
hanging aiound the locker rcxmi She’s lai fiom the lee pi iiuess 
.people make hei out to bt* 

When I started to win some of the tmu naments Clii is wa.s gie.it 
in defeat trx) The first time 1 won Wimbledon in 1978, beating lu’r 
in the scc'orid and third sets, she came over and gave rne.i big hug 
You touldn’* liave told who won thr* mate h, exri’pt my gi in was a 
httlebigger than hers L>hew.vbreally nice The next year when I 
won in stiaight sets she was moredisappointc’d, but that was 
undei standable 

Nancy laebei man used to tell me 1 was tcxi fi lendly towai ds 
Chris Naiii’y .said that in basketball the intimidation Ix’gins wlien 
you walk into the arena the way von eai ly youi.sc‘lf the clothc’s 
you wear the way you swagger on to the court You watc h how 
Bernard King ol the New Yo"k Knu ks iiuts on his game lac e’ a 
ferocious scowl -before he ever getson theeouit Naru y worked 
hard on me to do the same thing 

The problem is. I’m very emotional Kvei ybtxly always know.s 
exactly how I m feeling happy sad. nervous, confident You can 
see it from the upper deck In tennis there’.s no such thing as 
separate dressing rcxims You uauallv dress a few lockers away 
from your opponent, and I used to find it hard to concentrate 
when my friend and my opponent were one and the same Even 
now. I have to make a point of not catching Pam Shnver’s eye 
before we play each other m singles She can arch those expressive’ 
eyebrows and get me smiling, and then I won’t be totally 
concentrating on my match 

Chris was always friendly, even on the day of the match 

Nice day today How are you feeling Martina 7 Let pUy a 
friendly game of tennis Pitty-pat, pitty-pat Oops, did I sla^li that 
cross-court backhand slightly out of your reuch’^ Sony about 
that 

Suddenly I'd be down, 4-6, 1-3, and wondering what w;as going 
on 
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Niiiic'v that by bnng'in^ her baKkelball attitude to the 

tennisfoutt 1 leinembei in 1982 at Wimbledon, when the rain 
and the hiifje field of playeis made it hard to get a practice court, 
so Chi is and 1 wei e assigned to practise together We had no 
pioblein with that We le friends and professionals who know how 
to till t he shots 1 hat the other person needs and maybe, once in a 
while, you stiokeone into the corner and say. ‘Oh, excuse me,’ 

)U8l to keep everybody awake 

At this pi tictice people wei e applauding behind the fence as if 
we wc 1 eon CentleCourt They d shout ‘Nice shot, Chirssie ' 

Nancy w<is not amused She inspi^cted hei fingernails and 
watched the clouds to see it was going to lain again (It usually 
w.is ) 

Fietty soon Chris called nieovei ‘What’s wiong withNancy'^ 
Doosn t she like the way 1 jilay'' 

Latei she drilled a sliol near NanrvjusttosceifNancy was 
paying attention (Nancy was )Nancyjust looked up and said 
‘Oh hi. Chi IS I didn I sec you ’ 

Kveii Chi IS had to laugh at that 

Nancy had to 1> now you don t psyche out Chi is Evert with 
tactics like that, but she was trying to tell me that I could have 
be('n bt'ating Chris nioi e steadily Bctwi^en Nancy’s mental and 
physical (ondit loning and the coac lung I got from Renee 
Kichaids and Mike Estep, 1 was leady to beat Chi is pretty 
logulaily and stait evening up the ’ecoid between us 

I know it had to be bothei mg Chris particular ly in early 1084 
when she separated Iroin hei husband, John Lloj'd. tor a while 
and had to deal with rill the personal questions from reporters It 
Wrisn’t ea.sy even foi Chris Evert, to deal with that, but she 
showed up on t he 1984 t on r in bettei physical shape than I had 
ever seem hei She had been woi king on weights and .some of the 
othei conditioning techniques I had been using and she was 
strong 

In the 1984 ‘Virginia Slims finals, Chris hit some amazing 
wimieis off my fust serve and she sti etched out my game in one of 
the hai dest matches 1 have ever played, but I nianagc*d to beat her 
in thi ei' straight st'ts in the first best-of-five women’s 
championship in years 

Even though Chris and 1 don’t set' each othei as much as we 
used to as 1 once told Ro\ Johnson of the The New York Times ‘1 
look forwai d to the day w’heii wo can shr^re a bottle of wine and 
talk about the old days ’ 

Even though we re tlm big i ivals ot oui time I’ll never forget 
that when I first came aiound, insecuie and lonely, Chris Evert 
was t hei e to say hello 


Tht^ IS an extract from the book Bemq MysoH published by C olhns in 1M5—price 95 


I know it (beating 
her regularly) had 
to be bothering 
Chris, particularly 
in early 1984 when 
she separated from 
her husband, John 
Lloyd, for a while, 
ana had to deal 
with all the 
personal questions 
h'om reporters. It 
wasn’t easy for 
even Chris Evert to 
deal with that, but 
she showed up on 
the 1984 tour in 
better physical 
shape than I had 
ever seen her. She 
had been working 
on weights and 
some of the other 
conditioning 
techniques I had 
been using, and 
she was strong 
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TRIVANDRUM 


State Aquatics 

H olders Ti ivanclruni disluct 
emorgcd UvriaJl riianipions m 
the State Aqu.iti< 
C’hampjoiislijp held at Water 
Works Swiniiu'iig Potd 

From 11« f n St day itaelt, the 
blasts doniitiatod the pool They 
bagged all the 15 gold inodals iii 
tlie Wonien 4 sec tion B Ushaot 
Ti iv<indi um was outstanding 
with five gold medals to he: credit 
('too nits Fiei'Style aoo nits 
Butteifly 400 mts Relay 800 mts 
Fiec'style 200 mts Freestyle) 
Lathakuman also of 
Tt ivandi uin, got thiee gold 
medals ('loO mts Individual 
Medley, 100 mts Buttei fly, 200 
mts Individual Mc-dley) 


championship Mom of 
Trivandrum returned a new 
timing of 0 31 9 m the 50 m 
treestyle for women 
In the men’s section, 
Trivandrum IinisLed with 138 pts 
followed by Kottayam (102 pts) 
andDIT(92pt8) lA rule the 
Tnvandi um Women's team was 
way ahead of its rival s with 238 
pts Wyiiad was second with 68 
pts 

In the women s water polo final, 
Ti ivandium str uggled to beat 
Wynad 9-7 At the end of the 
second quarter, Trivandrum was 
leading 6-2 But the lemairiing 
quarter belonged to Wynad The 
final was preceded by the shcxitout 
for ihe Third and fouith position 

There were only three 
participants in the 4O0m 
individual medley women’s 
final 
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I But the men's section was far 
moi’e competitive Trivandrum 
I had to fight lull d to surpass 
I Kntta> am and Depai tment of 
i Industrial Timnmg (D1T> 

; Mathew Joseph of Kottayam put 
' up cl brilliant perfoi mance 
I winnnig three gold im'dals in 200 
I ni Individual Medley (2 39 881, 

, 400 Imiiviiliial Medle\ (5 id 5) 
and lOOniButleiny (1 07 701 
Tht eompeti'ion was not up to 
, th(M xiH-Lted le''i 1 Just one itKioid 
' was inoken dui mg the 


in which DIT out classed 
Kottayam 7-2 
Deputy Mayor ofCity 
Corporation Radhakrishnan gave 
away prizes to the winners 
Sajeev Kumar T.K. 


CALCUTTA 


stale Trials 

B arely m her teens, Urmila 
Chettry has been gaining 
headlines almost every other day 







n 
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Urmila Chettry in devastating 
form 

Certainly among tlic bc,st i loptii 
budding youngstt'i s in I be stall 
Urmila has been making a big 
splash in the pool this \cai The 
way she is going .iliout dr ubbmg 
her seniors pundits feel that 
Urmila will have a lot to shnvi m 
the forthcoming semoi national 
aquatic championshijis in 
J^andhai fioni Scpti- nlii'i 
25-Octobei 1 
Fresh after hei superb 
performcUice in the Bang iloie 
sub-junioi nationals In mila was 
m dazzling fur m dui mg a one day 
meet rn Rishi a eat ly Ibis ni< ml h 
Ui mila s intense desir e to g i ve of f 
her best, despite all odds sul fei i -cl 
dui ing this meet One was 
awestruck, when Urniiia won all 
the four events she participated in 
and all with good timings 
Urmila sank as many as five 
state records during the trials at 
the Subhas Sarobar pool on 
August 17, winning eight out cf 
the nine events she participated 
m 

Four of the records which 
Urmila created were previously 
held by another talented lass 
Munmun Dey Chowdhury 
Munmun, once considered a 
tremendous potential has 
mysteriously faded out One 
understands that she has been the 
victim of some foulplay by the 
BASA The fifth record was earlier 






1 


lield by Moena Thapa 
Ui niila s best records came in 
the lOOin troeslyle in 5 20 22 
i pi ev lously '3 31 30 set by 
Munniuii m lU8b). 100m freestyle 
ill 1 09 89 (pi eviously 111 20 set 
bv Munmun 111 1986) 200m 
butteiflv in 2 17 78(previously 
1 48 20) and the 100m individual 
medlev in b “iH 20 (previous best 
(> 14 50 set 111 1982) 

T.i{).iii CJhosh l(X)ked the most 
inipi essive in the men's bcction 
cii . iiifi the ti uils He eclipsed two 
ilati leioids both created by 
Hiswapt (Jliosh seven years back 
V\ liile tihosh s (ii st lei'oid came in 
Mil’ 1 '’flOni lie'stvlc'. theothei 
I .line ill till' loom lieestyle tihosh 
I loi keci 19 ’8 Kj set s m the 1500 
l)('tteim!> Hiswajit s 1938 60 secs 
'1 tie sta'e licsl in t iie 100 was set at 
1 fi J 2 ) set s It was pic'viously 
151(0 s'lfs 
Soumitra Bose 


PATNA 


K.P.Mishra Table 
Tennis 

T HKK H Mishra memorial t.ible 
tennis i li.uiipionslnp is one oi 
the most prestigious events in the 
Mihai St.itc' t.ible leiiniscalendar 
ot evei s c (nisei ntive spoiling 
veai I ikf’the pievious veais the 
louith edition of the 
hampions'.np too was a great 
slK cess 

This time the c hainpionship 
i.oncluded in lh<’ last week at 
Hiliai Young Mens.nstitutein 
Fatiia undei the auspices of Bihar 
Table Tennis Asscx-iation iBTTA) 
About 400 players (men and 
women) Irom all over the State 
participated in the championship 
and helped the organisois to make 
it the best toui riament oJ the year 
M V Par thasarthy ol Ranchi 
snut out top seed Dihp Kumar 
Gandhi of State Bank of India in 
stiaightsets 21-1.3 21-9 21-9to 
clinch the men s singles title while 
the women’s singles title went to 
eight time State women’s 
champion Papiya Dutta Gupta of 
the State Bank of India wlio 
defeated comparatively httle 
known Neeta Roy ol TISCO in 
straight sets 21-12, 21-16 and 



Kai^ Induct 


M Vijayskrishna, President, Madras Cricket 
Club presenting a silver salver to Kapil Dev on the 
occasion of his induction into the club as a 
honorary member on August 15 Kapil Dev is 
only the fourth person to be given honorary 
membership in the almost 150 yeai's of the club’s 
existance The others were C R Pattabhiraman, 
former president, TNCA, S Sriraman, former 
president, BCCI and Sunil Gavaskar 


I 


I 

I 


21-13 

Flcuhet, Rdjeev Kuniat and 
Saipay Kumar won tfii iikmi s 
doubles t itic b\ ovei c oming Manoj 
Kumar and SanjoY Kum.u Singh 
while in the mixed doubles 
Papiya DuttaGupt.i and Manoj 
Kumar annexed the idle by 
beating Rashmi .Sinlia and Rainu 
Sutradhar Rajet v Kum.u and 
Pankaj Pandev cluic hed thejunioi 
and sub-junioi boys singles title 
respectively Pankaj aUso won the 
boys’ doubles crown paH nei iiig 
Rajneesh 
Shyamakant Jha 



ILIGURI 


J^eees Chess 

DLSTRICT level Phess 
Championship was oi ganised 
by Siliguri Bagdogia .lunioi 
Chamber under the name of M.^hal 
Jaycee Chess Championship from 
0th to 13th August ’89 at 
Panchaya t Bhawan A lot al of 60 
participaiits registered 


Some of the champions posing 
for the camera 

themselves foi the tciui n.tniciit 
which was divided intolw'o 
groups GioupAfoi paiticipants 
above 18 veais and gioiip B lot 
participantslielow IRvi.os Aficr 
tough lounds thewiiiiiei of the 
Senior Group was Hhvam.il 
Chakraborthv with M I) Mili.il .ts 
second and A,shii(osh Dh.irvis 
third 

Sanjay Agarwal 
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Ri^tStep 


T HK one-yoar ban on six 

Indian ci ickotcrs may have 
ffonerat{*d mixed response 
from the print media the 
CI leket lovei s and the 
I exenrketers Hut the ban was 
I er I tainly a i iR tit step towards 
discijilunnjj tfie senior cricketers 
. wlio delirsl ttie HCXH guidelines 
and dared to embar k on the USA 
and Camida tr ip despite a 
humibatnig di'teat at the hands ol 
West Indu>s 

It is indeed a matter of surprise 
and lejiiet tliat while the majority 
opinion IS tilted against the 
banned players, the government 
IS making effoi ts to restore the 
haunt'd players This protiahly has 
political reasons in view of the 
Nehi u Cup tournament late this 
year, in whii-h Ixith England and 
Australia have confirmed their 
participation 


I lowever. to contend that Indian 
cricket would go bankrupt 
, wit hout the servic'es of these star 
cricketers would be an 
underestimation of the >/oteritial 
, of the upcoming talent In fact, 
out of the SIX banned cncketei s 
Kuan More and Anin Lai have not 
r'venliec'iiregular members of 
the squad and cannot claim to be 
tfie stars The other four are 
cer tainly among the bc'st 
, CI 1 C keters t he count i y has ever 
pnxiucf'd But Kapil Dev and 
Vi'iigsaikai aieiiithr'ii dOsand 
are past then prune Miichrannot 
tx* expivtr'd from these great 
eiic’kcteis anymore Heiir e, the 
cru keters who deserve sympathy 
aie Havi Stiasti i and Ayhai uddin 
However (hi one-year ban should 
gice a lesson or two to t h*'s<' two 
ei K ketoi s 


Hence to sum up the bin need 
not lx* lifted Wt still have 
Snkkanth,Sidhu Molundei 
Aiiiiiriiatfi, Sanjay M<in)iekfit and 
woiirfei boy S.u hin Tendulkai 
aunind who could fotni the 
riur leusol Indian Ixitting 


H C.ANhHfl 
Jeimstwdpui 



Fantastic 


T he covet stoiy, Imran on 
Imran(Sporfswor/rf and 
August) w,is fant^istic There is no 
doubt that the Lahore boi ii 
t)xfoid Pal ban is still the 
bar kbone ol the Pakistan encket 
team Wfien I came ac-ioss (lie par t 
t hat Im I an was offer ed a posi in 
Zia s Cdhiret, 1 felt that if he had 
taken up the offer piobably there 
woulii h.ive been less tension 
Ix'twer'ii India and Pakist.in 
Because, as he i iglitly pointed 
out by havi. gdn‘'ninitv it has 
resulted mlwi.poor countries 
spending <i vast .unountof money 
on .11 ii's that which leally I'ould 
liavcbeen usodtoi theec'onornic 
development ot the two ccmnti les 
All in all a vt'iy gcHKl reiver 
stoi’ 

FAP-XSIl KUMAR DAS 
Ronibiiy 


' T(K) Harsh 

T he decision of the disr iphnaiy 
committee of the BCCI to ban 
six player s for a year ks too hai sh 
and needs to be condemned 
Discipline needs to bc' imposeel but 
not at the expense of the game 
The players had all eady 
apologised, so what eould have 
' been done was to impose a heavy 
, fine and a strict warning given 
Without the services of these 
players the per for n>anc e ol t he 
team in the Shai jah and Nehi u 
Cup will be sei loiisly aflet tr ti 

The Board has shown a tot.il 
' lar-k ol coneei n for the r-i ickr-t 
cia/.y multitude, who in fat t 
sustain t hi' gamt^ ()ie* wondei s 
whethei the Boaid would have 
taken sue h a sei lous sl.ind if 1 he 
team had been successful against 
the West Indies It is v\ rong to 
penalise so sevei ely plavet s who 
have brought so much gloi v In the 
countiy in the past 
AFITHA lYKR, 

SHOP AT. 


Game is Greater ' ^ . 

I STRONC5LY Icf 1 that t he bail 
should have been impused on the 
whole team, not jusi .igaiust ihi 
stniois After all the\ have all 
committed a bieat h ut conttar't b\ 
visiting the USA and Canaria No 
individual oi group is g 11 atei 
than the game 

It IS a light ban and let s hofie 
that players have leai iif then 
It'ssons 
CH RAJ AN 
Toilichetiy 

A Mill ion Thanks - -' ' * 

A MILLION thanks for tlu' 

articles on trekking It save v 
interesting and advent ui ons 
sport Trekkei s have the chance to 
pass tinough the giecu valley 
across the r ivei and son.etiines 
up to those high peaks 
Nil malendu Samin s photographs 
a I e super b Hope thei e u’ e Kit ui e 
ai f K'les on the same ‘■iibit'ct 
SUUMITDAS 
Bdlui Ghat 
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IQUIZ/CHESS/BRIDQEI 




QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 

1 Who IS the first lady to have been 
a scorer at Lord’s’ 

2 Which cricketer was nicknamed 
"Flat Jack” and why’ 

3 What IS (to date) the best ever 
bowling performance by a New 
Zealander in Test history’ 

4 Where is Kefterama Stadium’ 

5 Which IS Jeff Thomson s last 
first-class game’ 

6 Who was Richard Hadlee's 300th 
Test victim’ 

ANSWERS 

1 That wife of William Ashmore 
who played twice for Middlesex 
just after the second World War 

2 Jack Simmons Because he 
learned to bowl with a flat 
trajectory in league cricket 

3 Richard Hadlee's 15 for 123 
(23 4-4-52-9 28 5-9-71-6) 
against Australia in the first Test 
match at Biisbane (November 8 
to 12 1985) 

4 Colombo Sri Lanka 

5 The Sheffield Shield Final 
between Queensland and New 
South Wales March 14-18 1986 
at Sydney Cricket Ground in 
which Thomson played for 
Queensland 

6 Allan Border who was Ibw to 
Hadlee fu. 13 in the first Test 
match at Wellington on February 
21.1986 

RanJH ChoM 

CHESS 

You can only win a panie one e 
but some times you have to beat 
youi opptinent thrice in tlie 
piocess You have to win in ttie 
opening middlegame and ending 
Ucic Kai pov confuses the issue 
after playing a pool opening 
Timman loses coiitiol aftei 
allowing a queen saerif'ceand 
finally gets wiped out 
White karpov Black Tiniman 
Queens Gambh Accepted 

1 d4d52c4d*-43elNf6K4c5 
Nd£S 5 Bxc4 Nbfi 6 Bd3 Nc6 7 Ne2 
Bg4 8 Be.?’ A new move and a 


very bawi one White is left with a 
very weak pawn after the next 
sequence 

8— Bxe3 9 Bxe8 Qd7 10 Nc3 
0-0-011 a4 a6 12 a5 Nd5 13 Bf3 
Ndb4 14e6'Qxe615d5Qe5 
White sacs his e-pawn to jam 
black's king side development 
Black could have stayed on top 
without undue trouble if he hao 
gone 15— Qf6 or 15— Qg6 
retaining the e5 square foi his 
knight 

16 0-0 e6 (Diagram) 17 dc6 
Rxd 1 18 ob7 + Kb8 19 Rfd 1 Br5’ 

The queen sacrifice was inori^ oi 
less forced but now Timman loses 
his head The natural 19 - Bd6 20 
g3 Qf6 21 Be4 Qe7 22 Rac 1 15 23 
Bg2 g5 gives black attacking 
prospects White gets too much 
play down the open d-file this 
way 20 Bxc5 Qxc5 21 Rd7 f5 22 
Rad 1 Nc6 23 Na4’ 23 Nc2' Wins 
instantly because Rcl is 
unstoppable 23- - Qh5 24 Rc 1 
Qxa4 25 Rxc6 Qxa.5 26 Rxe6 Qxa5 
27 g3 g5 28 Rxh7 Rb8 29 h3 g4 30 
hg4 fg4 31 Bg2 Qal -t 32 Kh2 
Qxb2 33 Rhhe (ola2 34 Ref 6 c5 35 
Rf 4 Qd2" 35 - c4 IS the last ti y 
Then if 36 Bd5 Qb2 with the idea 
of Rh8 may equalise 

36 Bll Rxb7 37 Rxa6+ Kb8 38 
Rf 8 + Kc7 39 Bg2 Qd7 40 Rh8 c4 
41 Be4 Thethieatof Rh7 finish^'s 
the game (1-0) 

D«vang»hu Dutta 



Even the veiy best players have 
their strong and weakei points 
Debashis Roy, one of India’s nine 
World Masters may have his 


I 

I 

1 


superiors m other aspects but 
there is one where he has few, if 
any, equal in the country Before 1 
tell you what it is, let me give an 
example from a tournament in 
Sihgun some time back 

NORTH (dummyl SOUTH 

4 J 6 7 « A 0 

O 10 4 ■ A K J 3 

J 4 K Q 10 ■) 7 

4bA 1 9 6 4 4K 7 


Playing i n a contract of 6NT, 
South received the lead of the club 
five The jac-k w.is covered by the 
queen and declarei. on winning, 
played a diamond to the jack to 
drive out East a ac-e Back came 
the spade ten and South went up 
with the ace A top diamond 
revealed that East had started 
with 5 diamonds, so the suit 
would fetch only 3 tricks Still, 
South cashed the top diamonds 
and then three hearts to reach 

NORTH (dummy) SOUTH 

♦ *0 

I 

5 

+ A 9 6 4 

Now when declarer cashed his 
last heart. East discarded his good 
diamond six' So South cashed his 
now-established diamond and 
East ditched a club Do you realise 
what’s going on Flast is probably 
liolding everything and is being 
repeatedly squeezed The hand 
was now an op**n book, so declarer 
led hisclub to theaceand claimed 

You must be wondering what is 
so great about South’s play for 
most gcxid players would have 
played tlie same' Well, all of them 
would have gone down just as the 
declan*r who was unlucky to have 
Debashis as his opponent in the 
East seat These were the 
East-West Hands 

WEST EAST 

4IB764T •KtO» 

B 7 5 2 9 6 

) A 9 8 7 6 

4S10B5 4>Q32 

You should have seen South s 
face when his < laim went awry 
with West getting the setting 
trick with the club ten' Yes, if you 
haveacoldcoiitiact to set with 
deception, you can hand ovpr youi 
cards to Debashis 
Shmtanu ChoM 
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Pan Pacific & European 

Ciarimminn Phomninnchii 




Big Splash! 



e IX)SE up on Tokyo Focus—The 
Pan-Pacif 1 C Swimming 
rhampionships The first four 
days saw non-descript 
performances by the swimmers despite 
the presence of Olympic champions Janet 
Evans (USA; and Anthony Nesty of 
Suiinam Although three new meet 
records were set on the fourth day of the 
meet, no world records were bettered till 
then 

Teen queen Janet Evans, triple gold 
incHlallist at the Seoul Olympics, won the 
400m freestyle in a cool 4 04 53, 
bettering her own meet record of 4 09 85 
set in 1987, but missing her world record 
of 4 03 85 

In the men's 400 metres freestyle, 
Canadian Turlough O’Hare surged ahead 
m the last 50 metres to pip American Dan 
Joi gensen with a timing of 3 53 89 
Seoul Olympic ev’-prise gold medallist 
Anthony Nesty put in a late burst In the 
last 10 metres to capture the men’s 100m 
butterfly Nesty who beat American Matt 
Biondi in Seoul clocked 53 00 seconds 

Day five saw a complete turnaround in 
performances Janet Evans raced home 
in the 800m freestyle m a world record 
time of 8 16 32 to improve on her 
previous world record set in March at the 
US indoor championships This was the 
second world record m the final day of 
the competition In the morning heat of 
the 800m breaststroke Mike Barrowraan 
shaved off one-hundreth of a secopd of 
his previous mark to set a new world 
record of 8 18 89 American Dave 
Wharton also smashed the 800m 
individual medley record held by Tamas 
Dai nyi with a timing of 8 00 11 “Olympic 
silver medallist Tom Jaeger also cracked 
the men’s 50m freestyle world record, the 
fourth to fall in the championships He 
clipped O 08 secs off the previous world 
record set by Matt Biondi in Seoul 

Zeroing in on the European 
championships in Bonn, individual 
medley king Tamas Damyi threatened to 
lift diiothei title at the European 


swimming championships when he 
outpaced all to lead from start to fimsh in 
the 800m butterfly qualifying heats The 
message went home The competition in 
Bonn has been so stiff that the 1.500m 
lost one of its favourites, but this time 
due to health reasons East German Uwe 
Dassler pulled out of the 
heats—suffering from high fever 
Darnyi. who won the European 400 
individual medley title for the third time, 
won the 200m butterfly qualifier in a 
national record of 2 00 45 It was some 
compensation foi the man who had his 
world lecord broken m the aoom medley 
by American Dave Wharton in the 
Pan-Pacific championships in a timing of 
2 00 11 East German swimming 
sensation Kristin Otto who retained her 
100m backstroke title—yet having 
entered the 200m for the fust time was 
strangely unimpressive and beaten quite 
comfortably by favourite Krisztina 
Egerszegi Britain's Adrian Moorhouse 
smasjicd the world record in the 100m 
breaststroke by clocking in a timing of 
1 01 49 in the heats Georgio Lambeitiof 
Italy set a world record m the 200m 
freestyle with a timing of 1 46 69 
The European championships also saw 
two Olympic champions launching a 
campaign in favour of random dope 
testing They also threatened a boycott of 
'events which refused to enforce them 
Olympic champions Adrian Moorhouse 
of Britain and Michael Gross of West 
Germany signed a petition demanding 
random dope tests m training and an 
extension of tests already applied at the 
Olympics, European and World 
championships to all international 
events “We want to get as many 
swmimers to sign this declaration and 
get officials moving fast to introduce 
testing as soon as possible,” Gross told a 
news conference This 
move was chalked out after a declaration 
by French swimmer Stephan Caron 
before the championships started, saying 
that he would take part only in events 
with official dope testing 











Trabert Puts Seles Over Sanchez 

T een queen Arantxa Sanchez shcx^ked 
Steffi Graf to capture the French Open, but 
1950s champion Tony Trabert liked 
15-year old semifinahst Monica Seles’ future 
even more 

“1 was obviously impressed with both of 
them but 1 thought Seles was remarkable. ’ 
says Ti abei t who was doing commentary in 
Pans loi Australian television 
“What 1 like about Seles is that she can hit 
the ball in e'thei direction off either side Both 


sides are two-handed Often times two-handers 
really prefer to go crosscourt with the ball, 
with their upper-body rotation But she bangs 
it down the lines well,” he says 
“Seles hits the ball very hard She takes the 
ball early and drives through it without a lot of 
topspin I love her poise Itwastemfic She’s 
only going to get better,” says Trabert 
'Trabert praised Sanchez, too—as “smart, 
vivacious, athletic and quick”—^but with a 
slight reservation “She caught Graf when she 
was sub-par Everythmg worked well for her 
at the French, but she rehes so much on 
emotion ” 
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Mayotte’s South Africa(n) 
Confusion _ 

S EVERAL American sports colummsts 
praised Tim Mayotte as “courageous” for 
skipping the South African Open 20 months 
ago to protest apartheid The moral decision 
proved costly because he badly needed those 
Grand Prix points to qualify for the 
prestigious Masters tournaunent 

Now Mayotte seems ambivalent about 
whether such symbolic acts of indignation 
toward apartheid can be an efff-ctive means to 
help dismantle it 

“I made a very personal choice in deciding not 
to go to South Africa,” says Mayotte “I didn’t 
condemn anybody else for going there—even 
though I probably made a mistake in going 
there in 1983 ” For competmg in 
Johannesburg, he was blacklisted along with 
scores of other athletes by the United Nations 
Center Against Apartheid 

“I didn’t say in The New York Times (Ira 
Berkow’s column) that other players shouldn’t 
necessarily go there I said that was a very 
personal choice ” 

Vai lous players, officials and organisations 
in recent years have urg^ed the Association of 
Tennis Professionals to take a public stance 
against apartheid by dropping its tournament 
in South Africa To their consternation the 
new ATP Tour has scheduled not one, but two 
events there in 1990 

“We re getting crucified in the press on 
South Africa," acknowledges Mayotte 
“Ninety-nine pei cent of them are denouncing 
us for addmg another tournament ” 

That pressure has intensified Mayotte’s 
private dilemma He recently was elected to the 
lO-man ATP Players Council that will govern 
the men’s pro game except for the four Grand 
Slam tournaments and Davis Cup competition 

Mayotte has discussed pr o and anti-boycott 
positions with leading advocates on the 
council “Ray Moore’s main point is that 
isolationism and sanctions don’t work He 
mam tains that through the two ATP 
tournaments (receipts) he’s providing money 
for the black kids and helping them get 
exposed to tenms and running black tennis 
programs for underpriviledged kids m South 
Africa,' relates Mayotte 
“Colin Dowdswell beheves that regardless of 
whatever good works are done through tennis, 
the goverimient uses the fact that players 
come from around the world to compete there 
as propaganda to legitimize their racist 
policies by asserting that the world really 



doesn’t see apartheid as a problem," says 
Mayotte 

Mayotte recalled that a few years ago Bjorn 
Borg and John McEnroe were each offered $1 
million to play an exhibition match in Sun 
City Borg accepted, but McEnroe rejected the 
deal in protest of apartheid 

McEnroe could have performed a greater 
service than his commendable act of omission, 
believes Mayotte “He could have gone down 
there and taken the $1 million and given it to 
blacks for health and education 
improvements, investigated apartheid as 
much as he could and written newspaper 
articles about what he learned That-would be 
the smartest thing to do ” 

Other less burning, yet important issues 
also concern the budding tennis politician 
from Springfield, Massachusetts Mayotte, 29, 
heads the committee that is desigmng the new 
ATP University “Players often times feel 
they're working in a vacuum and don’t see the 
impact that their irresponsible actions have on 
sponsors and the pubhc They have to become 
more dependable, like progolfers ” 

Interestingly, although he’ll be representing 
players ranked Nos 11 through 25 on one 
committee, he strongly supports the likely 
abolition of first-round byes for seeded players 
in 64-mandiaw8 “Having an equal starting 
point for all players m extraordinarily fair,” 
rightly believes Mayotte 
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The Great American Stress Test 

S HOW me a hero and I will wi ite you a 
tragedy,” wrote F Scott Fitzgerald 
We’ve seen teen tennis idol Andre Agassi 
rocket to the top only to have the media bash 
him and trash him for his foibles 
Now Michael Chang, perhaps already losing 
his appealing innocence after his sensational 
French Open triumph, could be inviting a 
similaily unfortunate fate 
At a Wimbledon press conference his first, 
curt words were ‘Tou’ve got nine minutes ” 
"This IS a spooky reminder that in some 
fan y tales, you're better to frame a magical 
page than to turn it and risk what lies 
beyond." wrote Gary Pomerantz of The Atlaaita 
Constitution 

“Chang was everything you hoped 
for- gracious, poised, genuine, spry and 
Amei lean And best of all, he was not Andre 
Agassi that denim-and-neon keno board fn.m 
Las Vegas 

"That 18 why it hurts to see Chang now treat 
the media with apparent disdain What 
would be sad is if Michael Chang quickly spoils 
and if, through a combination of factors, much 
of what has made him special suddenly 
disintegrates Maybe he 11 become another 
victim of the Great American Stress Test ” 


Taking The US Open From Hot 
New York to Cool California 


T he us Open, situated on the East Coast 
since Its birth in 1881, could move to 
sunny Southern California in 1994 when the 
USTA’s lease with New York City has expired 
at the National Tennis Center m Flushing 
Meadow 

“I don’t see why New York should have a 
stranglehold on the U S Open or anything else 
for that matter, if there are better places to 
play,” says Don Budge, tennis* first Grand 
Slam champion in 1938 

What clearly would be bigger, better and 
more ambient than Flushing Meadow —rated 
the least favourite of the four Grand Slam 
tournaments by vii tually every criterion in 
player polls—happens tc be the Don Budge 
Tennis Complex 

Budge s dream facility will boast "a 
17,000-seat stadium and many more courts 
than iho National Tennis Centex has It will be 
a shining star in a resort-sports-shopping 
constellation called "Legendary” pi ejected to 
cost $400 to $500 million and located just 
outside of Santa Ana, about 30 miles south of 
Los Angeles 

The groundbreaking for this mammoth 
venture is scheduled for August or September 
Budge, who lives with his wife Lon in 
Pennsylvania s Poconos Mountains, will be 
moving there shortly to be a tennis consultant 
to Dick Moody, the driving force behind the 
project 

Budge can cite a variety of compelling 
reasons why Flushing Meadow has fallen far 
short of Its original expectations when it 
replaced the West Side Tennis Club in Forest 
Hills m 1975 

“It’s no good with the noisy,airplanes going 
over, plus the stadium is sinking an inch every 
year,” says Budge “Besides better weather, 
the new site will have more room, better 
parking facilities, and all the accommodations 
would be much superior to what they have 
now 

“The whole plan is to make it a mce tennis 
place wheie you can go undergpxiund from the 
locker room to court 12 or court 4 or 
wherever,” he says “So you won’t be molested 
(sic) by people that try to block you and get 
autographs and all that before or after the 
match when you should be concentrating on 
your tennis ” 

The popular Budge was renowned for his 
sportsmanship and fighting spirit during his 
aunateur reign Now, ironicallj he feels 







almost snubbed when he attends the U S 
Open 

“For the past champions such as myself, it’s 
the worst treatment that we get of all the 
Grand Slam events,” charges Budge “They 
take better care of us in Australia, in Paris and 
m London They have transportation that 
t^es us back and forth and so on Their 
entertainment is very good They treat us like 
we’re something special Maybe we’re a little 
spoiled, but 

“In Flushing Meadow I sort of have to get 
down on my hands and knees and ask the 
powers that be—can I get a decent parking 
pass to gfet reasonably close to the stadium 
“In Paris they have three slots lor Menu 
Cochet (sic). Rene Lacoste and Jean Borotra 
where they drive right into the tennis stadium 
and they’re right there And they’re taken caie 
of beautifully 

'Wimbledon has a special car park for 
anyone who is playing in the tournament oi 
pest champions, where they can di ive i ight in 
They don’t have that at the U S Open ’ 

Budge is also miffed by seating 
arrangements at the U S Open “Where the 
past champions sit in Flushing Meadow is 
really quite poor because you are not fac ing 
the (stadium) court You have to pivot 
sideways to get a look at the court ’’ 

He agrees with USTA President David 
Markin and Regional Vice President I^ester 
Snyder, who conducted an exhaustive, 
two-year study on how best to presei ve and 
improve the U S Open, that the Flushing 


Meadow venue sorely lacks the desired beauty 
and ambiance 

"I think they’ve hit the nail on the head,” 
says Budge “When they left Forest Hills, a 
mass of concrete is what they were confronted 
with So it’s more like a carnival atmosphere 
rather than a traditional place like Roland 
Garros in Pans or Wimbledon The new 
Australian set-up is very nice too, and that a 
going to be traditional after no time at all ” 

Budge, 74, believes that his new tennis 
complex will fittingly pay tribute to 
California’s illustrious tennis heritage 
“Southern California is still the biggest tennis 
region in the nation ” he asserts 'They’ve 
produced more top playei a than any other 
area Northern Califoi iiia too They’ve 
produced Helen Wills, Helen Jacobs, Alice 
Marble, Billv Johnston, myself, and .so on 

Since Budge’s complex has bai ely 
begun - “They’ve a'cuiod the land and they’ve 
got the financing and they've got the 
diawings” - ho acknowledges that he and the 
USTA can’t even talk any tui key One e our 
project IS realized and proves itself, then our 
connection with the USTA will gi ow 
incieasmgly stiong 

“I think It would be a shot in the arm foi the 
game to let the West C'o.ist have it lor a while," 
ho says 

Anothi'i possibility would lie to rotate the 
site of the US Open as pi o golf docs “1 don’t 
see any reason why one place should have it 
lock, stock and tjari el ’ 

CompikKl bv Paul Fein 







NEWSMAKERS 


I WANT TO QUIT SAYS SANDY 


B enson and 
Hedges 
International 
Open -Sandy 
Lyle stalks off the 
Fulford course after a 
disastrous first round 
77 A depressed 
Sandy Lyle admitted 
“My confidence is 
shot to pieces 1 
reckon I’ll need at 
least a 67 tomorrow 
to have any chance of 
making the halfway 
cut ’ 

Sandy Lyle who is 
lighting his way back 
into form said, “The 
last thing I want to do 
right now is to play 
tournament golf In 
fact. I'd quite like to 
chuck it for a yeai or 
two right now I've 


had three reasonable 
tournaments But 
today I couldn’t 
string two shots 
together Right now 
I’d just like to quit ’’ 

Having slumped to 
102 nd m the money 
list, the 1985 British 
Open champion’s 
position IS such that 
not even the £50,000 
first prize in the 
Benson and Hedges 
International Open 
could have hop^ to 
put him into the top 
nine qualifiers If he 
does seriously toy 
with the idea of 
retiring, looks like 
golf lovers all over the 
world might miss this 
“birdie” 








SAID ON SONG 


T he ‘Moroccan 
Express' is 
running on 
good time Said 
Aouita, the versatile 
middle distance 
r unner has smashed 


the 3,000 metres 
world record which 
has stood in Heniy 
Roiio’s name for 
eleven years and ha£. 
stampt'd his class in 
track and field once 
again This record is 
the second longest 
standing since Bob 


Beamon’s brief 
flirtation with 
gravity—the world 
record in the long 
jump—which IS the 
longest standing 
record ever The 
Moroccan who 
reportedly charges 
the second highest 



appearance fee of 
£20,000 for taking 
part in a single event, 
after Carl Lewis (who 
takes home a 
whopping £25.000') 
smashed the record in 
an international 
track and field meet 
in Cologne Aouita 
returned a personal 
timing of 7 29 46 as 
against Rono’s 
7 32 1 With this he 
has put to rest all 
doubts that were 
being cast on his poor 
form as was evident 
when he finished 
poorly in a couple of 
races The wiry 
Moroccan, the 
biggest draw on the 
thriving European 
circuit, has now 
issued a warning to 
his critics, who may 
now have a tough 
time keeping up with 
his kind of pace As 
will his rivals 











T he much 

publicised first 
everCoe-Ovett 
clash on a 

British track ended in 
disaster A few years 
ago promoters had 
offered them 
thousands of pounds 
for this very 
confrontation But 
this time, with both 
the athletes over the 
‘proverbial hill’ there 
were no promoters 
waiting for them at 
the finish line 
Instead Coe, who 
turns 33 next month, 
and Ovett, who will be 
34 in October coffed 
up £2 for the 
privilege of racing at 
the iOOth Amateur 
Athletic Association 
Championships This 
meeting would bo a 
far cry from the days 
when both of them 
padded around a 
muddy field in the 
Blnghsh schools’ 
cross country 
championships in 
1972, when Ovett was 
second and Coe and 
unimpressive 10th 
Since then the 
veterans have met 


only five times, with 
Coe leading the 
head-to-head series 
3-2 

Coming back to the 
race which has 
supposedly tainted 
the image of British 
athletics, Seb Coe 
romped away to win 


their long-awaited 
showdown and Ovett 
who finished last but 
one broke into tears 
soon after The 
reason‘d Ovett claims 
that he was offered 
£20,000 to compete 
and was upset ovei it 
Said Ovett. “They 


got me here on a lot of 
false pretences and 
lied to a lot of people 1 
felt that I was bought 
after ijioney was 
offei*edtome I get 
very upset over these 
things ■’ 

Ovett who wept on 
TV after the 1500 
metres race, 
dismissed eai'ly 
suggestions that he 
had been offered 
£4,000 to compete in 
Birmingham When 
£12,00<J was 
mentioned he replied 
’Way over that ’ A 
close asscx.'iate 
confii med he would 
have picked up £ 
20.000 if he had not 
turned down the deal 

The whole story 
sounds absurd' Who 
would turn down and 
break out in tears 
when offered £ 
20,000*^ Moieovei, 
who in their right 
minds would oflei 
Steve Ovett £ 20 000 
to race at this stage of 
hiscaretn’^ 

As one British 
columnist put it, ‘ Dr y 
up Ovett, we’ve had 
enough ’ 


MY f AMILY COMES FIRST, BCTCMER 


_^OLAND 
^■butcher who 
was supposed to 
A Whave defected 
with his former rebel 
former rebel 
teammates to South 
Africa has brought 
about a slight change 
in his plans The 
repentant South 
African cricket rebel 
has decided not to 
tour due to the 
“enormous pressure’ 
that he is likely to 
face from the black 


community 

When the Barbados 
batsman, capped 
three times by 
England, decided to 
go it was to have been 
for the security of his 
family’s future In 
this, his benefit year 
with Middlesex when 
he could have 
expected to clear 
£80,000 tax-free The 
lure of the South 
African Krugerrands 
could have more than 
doubled that amount 


Now Butcher is 
facing a financial 
disaster by oi iginally 
agreeing to tour with 
“Galting’s rebels’ 
Butcher refused to 
go into the details of 
the contracts, or how 
and when he was 
approached to become 
a rebel 
Confirming 
statements that his 
family were facing 
threats he said, ’’We 
have been getting 
phone calls and the 


like People keep 
calling They say 
all .sorts of things It 
hasn’t been pleasant ’’ 
Speaking on his 
family’s reaction on 
his decision not to 
toui, Butcher sums it 
all up "My wife is 
very relieved it's all 
over now When she 
married me she 
married a. cricketer 
not a politician ’’ 
Looks as if his reasons 
for going are not just 
“skin deep , 
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P ARTIES can be 
such fun We are 
not talking poli¬ 
tics here The 
other night I bumped 
into the nattily dressed, 
quite erudite Chima 
Okerie Those corded 
African muscles en¬ 
sured a careful approach 
to conversation -once it 
was established that I 
would not be assaulted, 
the talk turned to—what 
else—fcK<tbdn 
"Didn't he think Sub- 
rata went too iar in 
knocking a referee” 
Now, how was the feisty 
Okorio going to dribble 
out of this one You can’t 
very well tell a journalist 
(even off the record) that 
hitting referees is A 
ok -neither can you let 
the side down with a 
harsh indictment of a 
fellow fistei 
But the African Assas¬ 
sin agi’ees, sort of, with 
a guttural ‘yes’ 

God, they say, moves 
in mysterious ways, and 
Chima’s conviction was 
to be tested a fortnight 
later He passed When 
rofeiee Sunil Mallick 
flashed the yellow card 
undei lus nose, Ghima 
(who was hit first in a 
clash with keeper Tapan 
Das), with admiiable 
1 estraint, t ur ned around 
without a niurmui, and 
casually smashed the 
Kumartuh goalkee|x*i to 
the ground Well, he 
()inna touc'h the ref did 
he'^ 

I lather quite like Chi¬ 
ma truthfully but he 
should be off that 
Maidan for a match or 
two (In Brazils World 
Cup qualifying match 
against Chile, three 
players wi-re given one 
match bans one of them 
because he swoie at the 
referee ) No 

cr inging about stir- 
ry and ‘what will 1 do 
fines aie uselc'ss at this 


level It’s like tennis— 
ask McNasty to pay 
$17,500 and he'll smirk 
and sign a cheque away 
Suspend him for six 
weeks and his game 
could well wither 

Hah, but there is no 
talk of fines either Chi¬ 
ma’s punishment was 
the red card—finite Of 
course, if the goalkeeper 
had kncxrked Chima, he 
would have had a 
stone(y) burial, not to 
mention a not, burning 
of the stands and the cxld 
person crippled or kil¬ 
led India doesn’t need 
war—Calcutta soccer is 
quite enough, thank 
you 

Now back to the 
uselessness of lines Hit¬ 


ting a referee has recent¬ 
ly been valued at Rs 
50,000 Other esti¬ 
mates—An opposing 
player would probably 
be worth Rs 15,000 A 
linesman, well Rs 
10,000 A spectator Rs 
5,000 And a policeman, 
a couple of hundred 
bucks —this, going 
simply by the disdain we 
have foi law and order 
around here 
keeping this in mind, 
let us draw a possible fu¬ 
ture scenario, involving 
footballing gentlemen 
with negligible cash 
flow problems The mo¬ 
ment a sticky situation 
(xxrurs on field, player X 
immediately whips out 
his bank bcxik—can we 



When the referee flashed the yellow oai d, Chima 
with admirable restraint turned around without 
a murmur and casually smashed the Kumartuh 
goalkeeper to the ground Well, he dinna touch 
the ref did he*!* 


afford Re 50,000—yes, 
the balance is good, so 
smack the referee. 
Therefore, player X’s 
choice of victim will de- 
pend solely on how 
much money he has 
saved Police commis¬ 
sioner B K Saha in a 
covert move, could do 
well to get access to 
these bank balances-at 
least he will be able to 
predetermine who 
should be protected 

Otherwise all appears 
to be well in Calcutta’s 
Garden of Eden (read 
Maidan of Evil)—Sheikh 
Anwar Ah, president of 
Mohammedan Sporting 
gratituously informed 
that their match with 
Mohun Bagan was 
‘fixed’—everyone went 
‘shush’ because old news 
IS bad and boring, and 
‘fixed’ matches are as 
common here as soccer 
fans with stones in each 
pocket (And sometimes 
razors) 

And, by (he way, Ibra¬ 
him All Mollah, former 
secretary of Mohamme¬ 
dan Spoiting and pre¬ 
sent vice-piesideiit is , 
being investigated for 
misappropriation of 
funds Wonderful 

On a serious note for 
once, when the char¬ 
ismatic Priya Das Mun- 
shi was elected president 
of the AIFF, he il one re¬ 
members correctly, 
made the usual politi¬ 
cians’ promises It is 
time he went to work 
seriously now Calcutta, 
his para, is 300 years 
old—and since soccer is 
the second oldest profes¬ 
sion in this city, it would 
bo a nice present to 
everyone if someone 
volunteered to remove 
some of the garbage 
from the Maidan I 
thought this year’s mot¬ 
to was ‘Keep Calcutta 
Clean"? 

Rohit Bnjnath 
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Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That’s why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera 
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for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That's why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera 
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YOU COULD HAVE THESE BOOKS 


FREE 



THE SPOHTSWOHLD-MARINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 


Subscribe to Sportsworld for a year and you will get free books of your 
_ choice from Marine Sports, Bombay _ 

Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 

Rs 310 a year (52 issues), Rs 610 for two years (104 issues) An annual saving of Rs 54 per year on the 

newsstand price, plus a book delivered to you 

Following are the books you can choose from 


Tick off the one/two titles you want and send your order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

The Circulation Manager 

Ananda Bazar Patnka Ltd 6, Prafulla Sarkar Street Calcutta 700001 

Please draw your demand draft/cheque in favour of Ananda Bazar Patnka Ltd Calcutta 


Any TWO for a year’s subscription 

Howzatt" Cncket Cartoons Rs 20 (actual pnce) 
Reliance book of one-day international cncket records Rs 45 
tan Botham sports annual Rs 73 
Table tennis Harold Myers Rs 36 
The story of squash Rs 86 

The Guardian book of sports 1982/83 Annual Rs 364 

QoMen Girl The story at PT Usha Rs 35 


Any ONE for a year’s subscription 

Boycott Don Mosey Rs 290 
Vijay Merchant Rs 30 
The Badminton Story Rs 131 
Zola Rs 144 

Tennis Playing, training, winning 
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Takes two 
for the night! 


fight could either 
precede or follow the 
Ruddock match 

Ruddtx k has won 22 
of his 24 fights with one 
drawn 

Finding victims for 
Tyson has sparked the 
debate over whether he 
could fight two man in 
one night Top Nevada 
boxing officials say it is 
a possibility they are 


ItfiJ 

thtj 

tl 

rtherunderiines 
(rowing belief in 
leUSmtthe 

23-year'Old 
undefeated champion 
is invincible. Tyson it 
■■■ied to defend 






pr eparing to consider 
“It’s a heck of an idea , 
said Nevada State 
Commissioner Jay 
Nady “It might be the 
only way Mike can 
really bi mg the fans in 
right now " 

Another possibihtv for 
Mike Tyson is a match 
against former 
champion George 
Foreman who is on a 
successful comeback 
trail Gerry Cooney 
once a great white hope, 
IS also back in the gym 
and seeking a 
showdown with 
Foreman But Cooney 
was knocked out by an 
unbeaten Michael 


Spinks, who was then 
battered to submission 
by Tyson in 91 seconds 
last year 

There is an opinion in 
boxing circles that Miki* 
Tyson is, in one way 
bad for the sport He’s 
too good No one wants 
to travel great distances 
and pay huge sums for 
tickets to see a 
two-minute demolition 
of yet another Tyson 
victim The other 
thinking is that 
challengers, knowing 
fully well they don t 
have a ghost of a chance 
against the champion, 
are willing to stay in the 
ring for a couple of 


minutes bc‘cause big 
bucks are involved 
Fighting Tyson is not 
about winning or 
losing It’s about 
money 

But in all this it is the 
spectatoi who is losing 
out Unless the invisible 
Tyson does the 
unprcK-edented and 
takes on two in one 
night I • 


- mmm 


htcouM fight two 
mon in ont night 
might btthtoniv way 
Mika can roailyDring 
in the fans right 
mWf” said one 
offidai 













ALWAYS THERE 


Jimmy Connors is 37 years young. And unique 


IMMY CONNORS has set, among other things, a record in longevity 
He’s spanned Rosewall and Chang, Nixon and Bush, Steppenwolf and 
INXS He was also seeded at the US Open this year for the 18th year in a 
row You think about it, seeded from 1972 to 1989 You think, yes, 
that’s Jimmy Connors 

He IS sometimes offensive, often abrasive Always brash A strutter 
who never gave up till the last point was won or lost He is always there 
The world had not yet heard of Bjorn Borg, who won the first ol five 
consecutive Wimbledon titles in 1976 Borg played Wimbledon for the last time in 1981, yet 
eight years after the Swede, drained, had turned his back on the game, Connors was still 
snorting and spitting on the grass courts of the All-England Club 

How, once the press asked, did he do it^ “Because all you guys wrote me off last year.” he 
explained with a no-malice grin True At Wimbledon in 1986, he had lost in the first round to 
Robert Seguso Immediately after, in the interview room, someone asked if he had ever been 
knocked out in the first round of a Grand Slam tournament before 

“Yeah,” said Connors, Laconic “Once” Did he remember when7 Shrug No reply Along 
silence, not a comfortable one 

In 1987 he was back And in 1988 And 1989 Still in the top ten (sometimes, larely, not) 

Still inspiring tennis writers to seek fresh adjectives 
Capricious 

You could never predict what mood he would be in at a press coAference Aftei he had 
survived that 1 -6, 1 -6, 1 -4 deficit against Mikael Pernfors in 1987 and staged the most 
spectacular match comeback ever seen at Wimbeldon, he faced the press, eyes still a-glitter 
fixim the victory 

Why, as they left the court, had he insisted that Pernfors lead the way*^ 

“Simple.” he answered, “i didn’t want him to see me fall over from exhaustion ” 

Arrogant 

When Ivan Lendl first began clawing his way to the world number one ranking, only 
Connors thwarted him consistently Did Lendl suffer from a mental block‘d "Nah,” drawled 
Connors, revelLng in the situation, “Just a tennis block” 

Fiesty 

Shortly after he and then—fiancee Chris Evert had won Wimbledon in 1974, a reporter rang 
to ask if they were secretly married Normally, Connors would have bellowed down the 
receiver about invasions of privacy, but on this particular day he was in a relaxed mood 
“Married*!*” he repeated, parrot-fashion Snickering into the phone, he merely said “Maybe 
we are ” and disconnected, leaving the phone off the hook 
Rebellious 

In 1977, the Queen’s jubilee year, he boycotted a special Wimbledon parade of past 
champions While others lined up to receive special commemorative medallions, Connors was 
out on the practice courts 
Irreverent 

He had this quaint party piece that he would perform on court If an opponent won a 
particularly hard-fought point, Connors, making sure the gesture was seen by as many as 
possible, would grimace, clutching a pair of balls never Slazengers 
Truculent 

At Queens Club. Ixmdon, in June 1985, he rounded on umpire Jeremy Shales, 
wagging his finger at him and admonishing him loudly As the rowdier section ol the crowd 
egged him on, Connors announced to Shales “You’re )U8t sitting up there jncking your nose 
and not paying any attention to the match” 

No amount ol adjectives can capture the essence of Connors 

He IS, in more ways than one, Peter Pan, Tinkerbell and Captain Hook, all rolled intoonc 
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ALLAN BORDER, the 
Australian skipper, playing in his 
107th Test, achieved another 
landmark During his unbeaten 
knock of 65 in Australia's first 
inning? against England at Trent 
Bridge, Nottingham, he overtook 
England’s Geoff Boycott’s 
aggregate of 8,114 runs (ave 
47 72) in 108 Tests moving into 
the second place 
With 8,146 runs (ave 52 89), 
Borde' ’s tally (which includes 23 
centuries) is now exceeded only by 
India’s Sunil Gavaskar, who 


scored 10,122 runs in 125 Tests 

Bordei is without doubt one of 
the world’s greatest batsmen His 
batting IS a rare blend of brilliance 
and consistency A fine back-foot 
player. Border is noted for his 
toughness against pace attacks 
and his nimble footwork against 
spin Allied to his greatness as a 
batsman is his exceptional ability 
as a fielder 

Throughout his career. Border 
has been known as a fighter, one 
of those individuals who thrive 
when the going IS tough The 


unforgettable manner in which he 
hammered themuch-feaied West 
Indian fast bowlers on then own 
grounds in 1983-84 was truly 
magnificent Tenacity 
concentration and perfect balance 
marked his play In the five-Tc*st 
rubber, he totalled 521 runs at an 
average of 74 42 which was twice 
the aggregate of any of his 
teammates and very neai ly three 
times the average 
The following is the completi> 
Test record of Allan Robert Bordei 
as on August 14. 1989 


Bortfor’s eapliiiicy riconf 


1 Opponents 

Senes 

Venue Played 

Won 

Lost 

Drawn 

Tied 

West Indies 

1984-85 

Australia 

3 

1 

1 

1 

0 

England 

1985 

England 

6 

1 

3 

2 

0 

New Zealand 

1985-86 

Australia 

3 

1 

2 

0 

0 

India 

1985-86 

Australia 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

New Zealand 

1985-86 

New Zealand 

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

India 

1986-87 

India 

3 

0 

0 

2 

1 

England 

1986-87 

Australia 

5 

1 

2 

2 

0 

New Zealand 

1987-88 

Australia 

3 

1 

0 

2 

0 

England 

1987-88 

Australia 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Sri Lanka 

1987-88 

Australia 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Pakistan 

1988-89 

Pakistan 

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

West Indies 

1988-89 

Australia 

5 

1 

3 

1 

0 

England 

1989 

England 

5 

4 

0 

1 

0 

i 


Total 

44 

11 

13 

19 

1 

1 

TIM Test ill wiiicli each miiestoiie was reached by eavaskar, Boycott Sobers 



and Border 
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Gavaskar 

11th 

23rd 

34th 


43rd 

52nd 

65th 

80th 


95th 

Boycott 

16th 

32nd 

44th 


55th 

66th 

81st 

94th 


107 th 

Sobers 

17th 

23rd 

33rd 


46th 

56th 

65th 

79th 


91st 

Border 

13th 

27th 

39th 


57th 

68th 

80th 

Sl^t 


lOSth 

Border’s Country-Wise Test record 

_^_ 

vs West Indies 


21 

41 

6 

1479 

126 

42 25 

2 

11 

18 

vs Pakistan 


19 

31 

6 

1532 

153 

61 28 

6 

7 

21 

vs England 


35 

64 

16 

2707 

196 

56 39 

7 

15 

45 

vs New Zealand 


15 

22 

2 

1001 

205 

50 05 

4 

1 

21 

vs Sn Lanka 


2 

2 

1 

135 

88 

135 00 

— 

1 

4 

vs India 


15 

26 

•4 

1292 

163 

51 68 

4 

6 

9 



' 107 

186 

32 

8146 

205 

52 89 

23 

41 

118 


COMPILED BY RAJESH KUMAR 
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THE NEHRU CENTENARY CRICKET TOURNAMENT 
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I owthat the West Indies and 
Aiist ralu aie delimtely c oming 
foi the Nehru Cup a,ll this may 
seem fximtless but w(‘ think 
it essential to put things into 
correct perspective A fortnight 
ago, we thought it our duty as 
journalists to let the public know 
what was going on, and we think 
It is our duty now to clear things 
On 11 August, 1989, the Nehru 
Centenary Organising Committee 
announced that the MRF World 
Senes Cricket Tournament for the 
Nehru Centenary Cup to be held as 
part ol the Jawaharlal Nehru 
centenary celebrations was to be a 
SIX-nation tournament West 
Indies and Australia, whose 
participation had so long been in 
doubt, had eventually given their 
‘final confirmation’ to participate 
in the tournament 
To find out how the t wo Boards 
had suddenly agreed to send their 
teams to the tournament, 
Sportsworld stumbled on 
something quite unexpected On 
14 August, Steve Camacho, the 
Secretary of the West Indies 
Cricket Board, told Sportsworld 
that his Board has "agreed only in 
principle" to participate, and that 
some things had to be sorted out 


A day later, Ian McDonald, the 
media manager of the Australian 
Cricket Board and a person who 
has the authority to speak to the 
Australian press, went one step 
further He commented “We have 
not said anything yet ” 

To anyone with even a 
semblance of common sense these 
two comments clearly indicated 
that the Indian organisers had 
announced the ‘final 
confirmation’ of the two teams 
even while negotiations were still 
in progress 

This was SportsworMs cover 
story on 23 August It was a 
straightforward story The 
organisers had made a statement 
and so had the representatives of 
the West Indies and Australia The 
latter’s statements were 
inconsistent with that of the 
organisers So our story asked 
"Why this confusion*?’’ 

At no point did we ever state, or 
even remotely imply, that the 
organisers had bed But our 
story, based on the comments of 
the two foreign representatives, 
was misconstrued in certain 
quarters 

On 26 August, three days after 
Lur issue hit the stands. 


A copy of Mr, Clyde Walcott’s reply to Mr Dalmiya’s message of 
August 25 This was one of the two replies (both dated 25 August) 
that Mr Dalmiya released to the press on August 26 
Note the reference to "recent telephone conversation and fax 
messages." Another very odd thing is the sudden clarifications of the 
financial terms offered Ironically, on August 26 Mr Dalmiya 
announced that the appearance money to each team had been 
increased from $100,000 to 125,000 
Mr. Walcott has reiterated that his players "must arrive in Toronto, 
Canada no later than November 3.” The Nehru Cup hnal is on 
November 2 and the organisers have said that ail arrangements have 
been made for the West Indies to reach Toronto by that date in case 
they appear in the November 2, final at Calcutta! 


you stand by what you told us on 14 August?” “What 
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Jagniohan I )a I ni i va convenoi i if 
the tournament t oinnnf !«* ealh'd 
an informal pi cs.s confei oni o .it 
his office in the sw.ink H C' II' )\ 
Club House (Kden Gai di'iis) The 
pi ess had piaised In in (tosomi 
extent quite right Iv) ioi the toup 
he had pulled off and annoiMn ed 
on 11 August All oni stoi v h.id 
said was that the eoup had not 
been pulled oil, as vet at least not 
till 11 August thedatelhi ottniai 
announcement was made liy 1 hi 
chan p«’i son of t he Nehi n 
Centenaiy Oiganisi ’g 
Committee Mis .Sheila Kaid 
ItwasnowMi I lalmi.i s t in ii to 
ravel hnnsell And even we iin.sl 
idnnt, oh, he diet it si>lHMiititull\ 
Hepioduced two telex hix 
messages (dated a-> Au>>iist 
please note tin' date) in whn li I lie 
iieads of both the Aust i ahaii and 
West Indies ci ickel Invuds h id 
lephcdtoMr D.ilmiva tlx l.ixof 
2.1 August saying (ai It.e Wr>st 
Indies board h.ui linalU 
(xmfiimedthen paitn ip<dioM by a 
fax message on UiAugui-l itoUie 
Au.stiahans h.ul given tlii'ii final 
ranfii mat ion by tlx on n August 
It was obvious that then* weie 
moie U'lef omniunw’.itii)n links 
between Mi Ualmivain (falcutta 
ana the West Indies/Austi aliaii 
boards than the four tlxdax 
message's IDahiiiya ndeased to f hi' 
press In fact, in his leply to Ml 
Ualiiuyathe president o» the West 
Indies Board Clyde Walcott said 
“Re our recent telephone 
conversation ana fax messages 
Note messages 
What MrDalniiv.ilolci Mi 
Walcott in that telepfione 
conversation oi the other 
messages has not be*‘ti disc !• i,( d 



HOT we dare Bay will evei be 
I The point is why all these 
I ii antic telexes phone 
I ' onvei sationfs) and fax messages 
I )vei the twodavH sinceoni stoiy 
I hit*'All Mi Dalimva had todoat 
his ^0 AuguHt pi ess tonterence 
' w.is leleane the August 91 h and 
' 101 h “continualions tieclamied 
I to have got lioni the two boards 
Why ti mible yuui s«df asking toi 
, wh.it Mssiu'd to be Bpixnfic 
leionfii iii.itions, il the two teams 
had indeed c onfii nied then 
pill ticipations on 9 and 10 August 
n*sjM*< tively'^ 

At t he pi ess confm enee 
' M/x)itsw(>i id told Mr l)almi\.i that 
the messages that he had released 
' to the pi ess weie not really 
iKH essai y and ask(‘d him to 
1 ele.ise the t wo August 9t h and 
lOtli coniirniations’ he had 
received 

He blew' his top “You gentlemen 
will not he satisfied witli any 
pr<K)l, tie said fuiious But 
wasn't a simple role.ise ot the two 
"e.ii liei messages” tlie logiivil 
thing to do*? Instead, all the 
I twidence tliat Mi naliiiiv.i 
prtKiuced to refute our stoi y was 
d.itHlonoi after oui issue was 
I ele.ised 

On Monday US August, 

Spoi <s woi id again contacted West 
Indies Hoai d sec i etai y Steve 
, C<im.wtio He had )ust letui ned 
, from all! oad and so was pi ob<ibly 
uiwwaie ot Hie tt*lephoi'e 
C'onvei satioiM'oi i espondeni e 
I between Mi Dalniiya and his 
piesidentMr Walcott ovei the last 
couple of days 

Spcntswoild Mr Camac'ho. 

, wiieii we called you on 14 
' August and asked ycnx about 
I West Indies’ pai tic'ipation in 
the Nehru Cup you told us 
tliat you had agiwd only m 
principle and things were still 
being sorted out Can you tell 
u.s the exact date things were 

Ni'it I ' 'it' ruu' A'KiU t 1 I 111 ( it. n 

wMi-iN'r t ii'ui 'll'11,ui It'll III itiiui' 
iKl'i'i I i>]' It I 'pit kiMiiT'i W( 1 Ki (I n 

A'l i'r I'" ''ll I’ e 
'ipi I V " I /V ' 11 i‘ » t ' il W 
C in'1. !■'1 III' I v'li t\M'pi'111'111 iiii 

• till an'till Ill'll < I'v 'li'll' i'’'i ''iiiri i' 

' lip |l'n (l,lti* t'l Ill 'll! I ' »i a W'* 

1 I ' iinly lliinl 1 ' 1 II I I" I III I n i"rt 
N' f in |rhi) I A 11 not t iKi 'iii"i. Inn 
It i' 


I finally sorted out'-' 

i' Mr Camacho I’m afraid 1 
can’t give the exact date, 

I firstly because I don’t have the 
' files m front of me and also 
^ because I have been away for 
almost two weeks and 
i negotiations were still on Sol 
I would n’t know when 
I everything was finally sorted 
; out 

The point is why ail these 
frantic telexes, phone 
conversationis) and fax 
messages over the two days 
since our issue hit the stand? 

Ail Mr. Daimiya had to do at his 
26 August press conference, 
was release the August 9th 
and 10th "confirmations” he 
claimed to have got from the 
two Boards 

iSpot ts\M)vId Bui Mi 
Camtu^ho tod.iy is the* 'i8th 
and we sjxike to you on the 
14th That’s two wwk.s And 
yon wcuv aw'jiy foi two wcH^ksl 
Mr Camacho “That’s why I 
say ‘about’ two weeks The 
negotiations were on and so I 
won’t be able to tell you when 
in those two weeks things 
were finally decided on ’’ 

riiof.ictthat Mr Camacho 
admitted tliat things had bf'en 
finalised in liis ahstnice pioves 
that the West Indian 
participaf ic'ii was confirmed 
aftei 14th August when the 
oiganising c-ommittee 
announced them confirmation 
as eai 1\ as 11th August So 
OUI stoi y holds goocl 

The reasoning Mr Caniactio 
had left town sometime aftei 
our 14th August conversation 
and retui ned c lose to 28 
August It was during that 
penod that things took final 
shape, it we are to go by what 
Mi Camax ho insisted 
Nevei theless we asked 

Spc'iitswoild Mr Camaeho 
did youi Boa id s,'nd a tax 
dated 10 August “finally 
c,onfirniiiig voui 
participation in the 


tournament‘s 

Mr. Camacho* As I told you I 
don’t have the ^es in front of 
me, so 1 wouldn’t be able to 
give you the exact dates. Also, 
Fve sent so many messages 
that I don’t remember the dates 
of each one and what they said. 
But I do recall that we had sent 
a message some time ago 
saying...(pause) let me see, 
that we h^ accepted their 
mvitation in 
principle. ..(pause) well 
roughly, in essence it was the 
same thing I had told you 
when you spoke to me 
Sportsworld So Mr 
Camacho you stand by what 
you told us on 14 August‘S 
Mr Camacho. What I did say 
was a fact at that tune Things 
have changed now and I can 
say that we will be 
participatmg 
Sport'^world Mr Camacho 
we do not doubt your 
participation We are merely 
bothered about when you 
finally confirmed your 
pai ticipation We can led a 
story based on your quote and 
now the organisers claim that 
you had confirmed on 10 
August And you told us 
something quite inconsistent 
to that on 14 August 
Mr Camacho What I told 
you was a true picture at that 
point of time. 

Sportsworld Mr Camacho 
we’re sorry to bother you like 
this but can we phone you later 
in your office so that you can 
talk to us with the files in front 
of you*^ 

Mr Camacho I’m sorry I 
couldn’t be of any great help to 
you, the files are not with me 
but with Mr Walcott 
Sportsworld That’s okay, I 
hope you will not mind if we 
have to disturb you again ever 
the next few days 
Mr Camacho No that's 
okay 

Sportsworld Thanks a lot 
Bye 

Mr Camacho Bye 

29 August Our Melbourne 
j correspondent David 
1 McMahon fails to contact Mr 
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Ian McDonald (the man who 
had said “We have not said 
anything yet") McDonald was 
overseas but a source told our 
correspondent that the person 
to talk to IS the secretary of the 
Board's chief executive Mr 
David Richards Mr Richards 
was in fact at that time in 
Calcu tta for the Nehru 
meeting (which our Australian 
(•( irrespondent was not aware 
of) and it was in fact Mr 
Richards'message of 85 
August that Mr DaJmia ' 

fiioduced at the 86 August 
pi ess conference 

Mr Richards' secretary, 
rlmously aware of what had 
gone on over the past few days, 
hedged and told oar 
correspondent “The official 
c onhriiiation of Australia's I 

participation was given to 
India confidentially on 11 
August 

Oh yes that was the same 
date as the “official 
announcement by Mrs Sheila 
Kaul But then what about the j 
9 A ugust telex'^ Wasn't that \ 

the one that was being claimed 
to be the confirmation'^If 
indeed the confirmation had 
b(>en on the 9 August telex 
then why a con fidential 
I econfirmation on A ugust 11'^ 

In the final analysis, we as 
'titalysts, as we would like to 
think weaie. are delighted 
that the Nehru Cup will 
eventually featuie the top six 
teams of the world as a 
befitting tribute to India's fust 
Prime Minister, himself a lovei 
of sport 

We are confident that the 
tournament will produce good 
cricket played in a spin t 1 

befi tting Nehru s own dictum i 
of "play the game in the spirit 1 
of the game '' 

But the spirit of the game 
can only be publicly displayed 
on the playing field when it is 
nurtured in the privacy of the 
boardrooms 

And the spirit of the game on 
the field must originatf‘ in the 
ofHmness and frankness 

' v/ithin the boardrooms' 

' By Andy OVrinnandSuprahnah OhotMln 
Calcutta andOnvtd McMahon In MeUmime 


EOX CAL 277J7 23.Od 
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ACBntL AA391b3 


MSS FHOM MS. J. DALMXYAt CONVCNOSt JNGCOCt CALCOTTAt INOIA. 
ATTN. MS. DAViO RICHARDS 


A UtLL hNOHN Ut££hLY bPOSfS MSMIINS ‘SPORTS HOSLD‘ IN ITS L 
' ATeST issue PUSuIitHeD today HAly OOMS OUT NITH A REPOST ThAT 
NEHRU CkNTeNARY COMMU TCE HAS ANNOUNCED PARTICIPATION OF 
AUSTRALIA IN TOUhNAMtNT NITHOUT lht.lN APPROVAL/CONSENT. rrttl, , 
HAVE OUOTkD MR. IAN MCDONALD AS SiATINb TO SPORTS NORLO ON lit 
AOttUdr THAT AS RloARDS PARTICIPATION IN NtHRU TOURNAMENT ‘HE j 
have not said ANYTHINu YlT‘ 


THE ABOVE PUBLICATION HAS CHEAtLi- A LOT OF CONFUSION IN THE 
MIND OF INDIAN SPORTS LOVINU PUBLIC AND THEREFORE J REiiULST j j 
YOU TO PLEABk CONFIRM THAT ON 91H AUbUSTf 69 BY TELEX rttaSAoE’ j 

YOU confihmld finally about ausiralia‘S participation in \ 

roUNNAMLNI AND ALSO AuRLLD 10 OUR ANNOUNLkMbNT ON HIM | 

AUSUSTt dV. YOU PLlAi,L ALSO lONFlRM I HAT YOU HAVE AbREEO TJ 
PARTICIPAIk IN foURNAMkNT ON THE FINANCIAL TERMS OPFbRld BY' 
COMMITTEE TO ALL PARUCiPANTS AND YOU ARE NOT PAID ANY EITRA 
MONEY. SORRY FOR XNCONVkNIANCF BUT IT IS NECESSARY TO SET j 
CONFIRMATION FROM YOUR kND AS I PROPOSE TO RELEASE THE SAME I 
TO PRESS. 


IF POSSJBLEt I FURTHER RkOULST YOU TO PLEASE SEND CONFIRMATIO' 
BY TELkX AS HELL AS ON FAX ON THE FOLLOUINa ADDRESS! 


1. HOTEL OBEROl BRAND 

CALCUTTA - (33) 29121/ 

2. VIDESH 6AHA CHAR N1l,aM 

CALCUTTA - 1331 VSAlFl AND <JJ7 9^3333 


NITH RtSARDS 

JASMOHAN DALMIYA 
CONVENORt JNCCOC. 

ACBMEL AA39163 
21 HS17 CAB IN 


A copy of the telex Mr Oalmiya sent to Mr Richards oi the 
Australian Cricket Board In our story we did not say that “The 
Nehru Centcii ny committee has announced participation of 
Australia without tlieir consent approval” In tact the words 
‘consent' or 'approval' did not even appear in our story Also note the 
manner in which Mr Dalmiya has “requested" Mr Richaids”to 
please confirm that on Auf^ust 9 by telex message you confirmed 
finally about Australia's participation 
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An interesting ana^ysls of the 
number of times batsmen have 
not scored in Test cricket 


linzciii Khaii 
trapped New Zealander 
Danny Morrison Ibw for 
a duck m the Auckland 
Test in February, he set 
up a new Test record 
I’loviously England’s 
Btib Willis had held the 
recni d of dismissing 
most batsmen lor 
noughts at Test level, 

57 1)1 pak Patel’s wicket 
in the Auckland Test 
enabled Imran to equal 
Willis's achievement, 
and Moi i ison's scalp 
gave him the record 
Two months later, in 
the Port of-Spain Test, 
West Indian express 
Mall olm Marshall 
became the fifth bowlei 
to dismiss 50 batsmen 
tor ducks in Test 
cricket 


In this group Hay 
Lindwall was most 
duckophilic' with 0 80 
ducks pci Tost, followed 
by Imran Khan (0 77), 
Malcolm Marshall (O 76) 
and Fnid Trueman 
(O 74 > 


D avid GOWER, 
will'll he got off the 
m.trk in the first 
innings of the 
Hi‘.idingl('y Test, became 
the only hatsinan to play 
too Test innings 
without a duck His 
opposite number Allan 
Box del was in the hunt 
utilillas 'Ihiistmas But 
< line Box I g Day and 
Cui Uy Ambrose vorked 








David Gower, when 
he got off the mark in 
the first innings of 
the Headindey Test, 
became the only 
batsman to play 100 
Test innings without 
a duck. 
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Table 1 MOST DUCKS CREATED BY 
BOWLERS IN TEST CRICKET (as at 7-6*89) 



No of 

Tests 

Ducks 

Total 

Bowler 

ducks 


per 

Oismis- 




Test 

sals 

imnin Khan (Pak) 

58 

75 

0 77 

341 

R.G.O. Witlis (Eng) 

57 

90 

0 63 

325 

RJ. HmHm (NZ) 

55 

79 

0 70 

396 

F.S. Trumran (Eng) 

50 

67 

0 74 

307 

M.D. Marehan (Wi) 

50 

66 

0 76 

326 

R.R. UndwaH (Am) 

49 

61 

080 

228 

I.T. Botham (Eiqc) 

48 

94 

0 51 

373 


him m the Melbourne 
Test for his first duck m 
his last 89 inning's 

Other batsmen to have 
played 67 or more 
successive Test innings 
without a duck are Ken 
Barrington (E) 78, Clive 
Lloyd (WI) 76. Herby 
Taylor (SA) 72, Glenn 
Turner (NZ) 69. Wally 
Hammond (E), Gooff 
Boycott (E) and Doug 
Walters (A) 67 each 
In 1120 TESTS so far 
(before the current 
Ashes series), 4072 
ducks have lioen 
recoided the English 
bats making most, 1075 
Wicketkeeper Paul 
Downton was their 
1000th duckster m the 
IjOi d s Test against 
Australia in 1985 
Pakistan batsmen have 
recoided the lowest 
number of ducks pei 
Tesfd 57) followed by 
Englishmen (1 65) Sii 
Lankan bats have 
registered the mos* 
ducks per Test (2 44) 

Surprisingly, not a 
single Test wherein 40 
oi 39 wickets fell has 
contained no duck On 
the other hand, there 
have been four Tests in 
which as many as 11 
ducks have been 
registeied They are 


against West Indit's in 
1980-81, six Pakistan 
batsmen were dismissed 
foi nought in the first 
innings -a Test record 

India’s c«‘lebiatf*d 
duckstt'i and b.ifning 
spinner Bhagwat 
Chandrasekhai holds 
the dual record of 
making most due ks (2.1) 
and most pai t s (4) i n 
Testhistoiy Anotliei 
spinnci, Australia’s Bob 
Holland has marie most 
t onsecutive Test ducks 
(5) 

But for a rt'cogiiisefl 
batsman like* Mohinder 
Amainathof India to 
score one i un in six 
innings (with liv(> 
ducks) in the home 
ser les against West 
Indies in 19H.5-81 is 
mind-boggling And 
sortK'how inspii mg' 

Another stiok<*pIayer 
Australia’s Dean Jones, 
btx'ame the 20(Jth 
batsman to register a 
Test pair (the 2.1 Ist 
instance) in the Lahore 
Tr>st last Octotjei .Soul h 
Africa’s Cohn Wesley 
was the 100th man to 
make a Test pair (the 
109th) against England 
at Trent Bridge in I9()0 
He was dismissed fust 
ball m both innings by 
Brian St at ham for a 
'king pair’ 

AcknowMgemant I thank 
Allan Millar ol Waatam 
Auatralla for providInK toma of 
tha data presantad 


Ill the Karachi Test 


Karsi Mahar-Hamfi 
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SILLYPOINT BY TRISHANKU 


Evading The Ban 


li/i.i/ tollows ;s till' ifc (ttdiiifi nl .1 trlrphoiuc 
(oii\“i - .III'III iM'tHi'cii Iniium Tfst ( nckotn^ Af^liMl 
Avnh ind ('lii't<i!i Sliui md, nuv, pldMtig coutilv 

(11< ki t III /' lit;I iiid 

Chetan Aviibhiiai did ycjii hfMi tiic news'''()n<' 

V«Mi suspension loi tiu-s<'ni()is plus fines hoi the 
lUiiKii . |usl tines 

Ayub And out till n iSLfinunf^on Seplt iiiber 1'5 
What do you ptonost todoat the intei view w'lththt 
H( i.itd'' 

Chetan I’ve t hou^iit about it and have realised 
sudOf illy that I in onlvajunior 

Ayub Ha you a junioi Then I am a baby Look, 
you ve tjeen atountl loi quite sometime How can 
you '.ufldeiily tieiomea junior''^ 

Chetan Buiiificaiound 
does not count I’m 
^otnq tothiow myself at 
the mere y of the Board 
Kxplain to them, that 
since 1 am a junioi <ind 
HO yoiinK I • ould not 
distiiiq'uish lx*twiH*n 
riffht and 'Mtouft; 

Ayub I don’t think 
you (an f^ct away with 
that I am su i e t he Board 
would know youi 
bio d.ita by heart 
Chetan I low can I be a 
scMiioi' I m .still in my 
middle twentio.s Just 
Ui ause 1 stai ted 
playinjr when I w.is 
youn}>, does not mean I 
<1111 <1 sf'iiioi They 1^0 by 
age you st*** Ayubbhai, 

I’m SOI 1 V you ve had it 
Aren t you ovi'r AO ^ You 
have 1 e.u tied .i stage 
wheie you should know 
w h.it is I ight and what 
nwioiig I’m still 
llllKK enf 

Ayub The hell you 
. 1 ' (' As fa touring i.s 
(oiu-ei lied I ,im still a 
thu hi'hd lam uiethe 
Bo.iid will jeahae this 
\ou have bt-im to 
Aiistialia Kiigland Sii 
I«mk.iand kistan 
Dontfmget .igeorno 
age you know .iM the 
til' I.s in business 1 
111 * an * Ileket business 
Chetan T hat may bi* 
so .Still I think you 
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aieinfoi a ban 
Ayub Why*'’ 

Chetan Because in SpottwoiId V'engsaikai 
piaised you to tlie skies 1 liat mav unbound on vou 
He also pi aised Ai un I.al and Kajiil Dev and look 
wtieiK they are now The Bo.iid will c ei t.niily I 

conclude 1 hat you wf ie with him all th..* way j 

whileth* Amiuiranoffns vn< made | 

Ayub That s simply not 1 1 ue I was so inncx ent 
all throughout the toui even in the tx'ac h <it , 

Antigua wneie the topless beauties f Iohtkod ' 

around Iclo.sed mv«*vosandciiioted passagestiom 
thoQiiian I 

Chetan I am only telling vou the truth Theclosei i 
one IS to Vengsarkar thi'hardei thev fall 

That chap fiom 
the North, .iccoiding to j 

Vengsarkar. feigned 
illness .so that he can i 

avoid the West Indies 
fast bowlers in the la.st 
Test he has got aw ay 
with only a fine 

Ayub Chetanbhai ' 

there’s something in , 

what vou say Shall I 
enter the mtei view room 
.shouting Down With ■ 

Vengsarkar “^Ijo you ' 

think that will help*' ' 

Chetan Don t ask me 
I’ve got problems 
myeelf Kveryon** knows 
that I’m close to Kapil 
and I may get it in tfie 
neck Do you know t hat 
Kapil may b<» in fen ext i a 
punishment bee ause of 
that interview he gav* to 
UNI’ As a follow 
Haryani, I m ui for it 
Perhaps. 1 should ask 
Chief Minister Devi Lai, 
to intervene 
Ayub Thatsagcxxl 
idea, Chetanbhai 1 could 
do the same After all, niy 
Chief Minister NTR, is a 
big shot m the National 
Front But do you think 
we should bring politics 
into sport’ 

Chetan Don’t you know 
you can’t have one 
without the other’ 
Ayubbhai. I agree You 
are still a bachcha 







AWeekend Of 
Thuggery 


OCCER, the 
world’s most 
popular sport, 
at times seems 
well placed to 

_win mankinds 

race towaids catastrophe Once 
again the “game" was stained in 
death last month the death of 
seven spectators and a playei in 
Nigenas National Stadium and 
the death ol fair play in Chile 
In eac'h case the catalyst was a 
Woild Cup qualifying match No 
half decent social pastime can 
accept the consequences without 
inquisition 

The lecent match at latgos was 
spino-chilling, but not the result 
ol malice No one died the follow¬ 
ing day in S.intiago, but millions 
of television vieweis woildwide 
saw Chilean and Brazilian tackles 
that could maim and a leferee 
abandon his playing field to 
armed tloops 

What occured in Lagos and San¬ 
tiago was preventable 
How, da.vs after an English gov¬ 
ernment inquiry blamed pool 
police control for 95 spectators’ 
deaths last April in Sheffied. could 
Nigerian authorities allow 20 000 
more fans into the l,agos stadium 
than its capacity allowed'^ 

Was there corruption‘s Was 
there profiteering that disre¬ 
garded human safety*^ Was there 
police and administiative incom¬ 
petence‘s 

FIFA, the international soccer 
federation, has made sweeping 
statements about all-seater, 
allnumbered stadiums for future 
World Cups, but it has to enforce 
safety immediately and universal¬ 
ly Otherwise it is not in control. 


BY ROB HUGHES 
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and socxjer on a wor Id sfalf is un- 
j^ovoinabk* 

Wr* cannot stop counting the 
decul until tlu; cxponnif*nl of all- 
S(*atr‘t stadium begins It nioicly 
compounds Uir tiagc'dy tliat Sam 
Okwaid)! Nigeria s 2'1-veal-old 
viu-gei, ran Iiimsclf to death in 
the same stadium on the same 
alteinoon 

Ttieie was excessive fic-at and 
huiiiiditv but on past exjierience 
wc ran exix-ct post-moitern lind- 
mgs to iiiduate some Iieait lung 
or bi am alinor mailt y (and 1 hope 
no dr ug mteifeiencc-) 

Whether we are willing to pay 
for tc'sts to detect delc'cfs befoie 
tragedy is detiatable 
Till' (or ps(> of this young profes¬ 
sional wiiigei and those of the 
dying among tiis audienc'u were 
removed and tlic- match ran its 
course* to give Niffciia a I-O vic¬ 
tory against Angola 
There was no lepoited physical 
c’ontact, no bad blcxid ni Lagos 
But theie was plenty in Santiago, 


Thirty seconds ihid 
the match, Duaga 
(Inpteture), 

Brazil*8 creative , ^ 

midfieldei'y crai^ed 
into Chilean heels. 
A minute later, 


demohitrated a * 
more piratif^ 
thuggery and 

hacHed the tmiling 
leg of Braneo. lt 
was a repugnant 
foul, toojate for 
anyone to claim it 
was accidental^ 
and it ended the 
game for Branco. 




whcie Chile and Bi azil tui ned sex*- 
cer into a war 

That IS the desciiption of Bra¬ 
zil s teai. managei, Sebastaio 
I,Ki/aioni lie clid not say whether 
he oi olficials on either side did 
anything to dampen the players 
frenzy 

Givc'ii that the piesidont of FIFA 
IS Biazilian wasn't it reasonable 
to expect that the fresh honor of 
Ijcigos would have led to a display 
ol wholesome spoit in Santiago*'* 

Alas Chile was desperate to be¬ 
come the lust team ever to kick 


Brazil out of World Cup qual¬ 
ifying—“kick” being the key 
word These new Brazilians, 
touted by me as refreshingly close 
to the beautiful game, retaliated 
The Colombian referee, Jose 
Diaz, lost control before the game 
began Already reviled in Chile as 
the referee who cost the home 
team a previous World Cup victory 
against Uruguay, Diaz delayed 
the kickoff for eight minutes 
while he, and Chilean militia ges¬ 
ticulated uncximmunicatively and 
raised to the boiling point a vola- 
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tile situation 

Diaz apparently was i esponding 
to a FIFA dictate to cleai photo- 
fjiaphcis from advertising: oill- 
boards From his marionette arm- 
waving, we couldn t tell if it was 
that or fear of crowd trouble 
While he stiutted aiound the 
advertisements disoidei broke 
out among the players as thiee 
Chileans llisis Oirieno and 
Yanez-goaded Brazils leeently 
golden goal scoi ei, Roinar lo 
Acrobatic and opportunistic, 
Rr'inano displayed the selt-eontrol 


ot a live-year-old and was haided 
out of the fight by teammates 

Thirty seconds into tlu' match 
Dunga Brazil’s creative midfie-l 
dor. Clashed into Chilean la els A 
minute later, Clirles R.iul Drmeno 
demonstrat«>a a niorr* pract'ced 
thuggery and haeki-d the trailing 
leg of Bianco 

It was a repugnant foul tcxi late 
for anyone to claim it was 
accidental and it erided the* game 
foi Branco 

Rcfert'e Diaz surioumled by in¬ 
censed Biazilians, waived the yel¬ 


low card Behind him, seuflles 
abounded A linesman and a posse 
of Chilean players directed Diaz to 
the fallen Hisis and, without more 
ado the protesting Romano was 
sent off 

Whethei or not Romano was 
guilty, Hisis lay prostrate only 
until satisfied that Biazrl's main 
striker had been removed and 
then leaped ott the stretcher 
Having eontnbuted lo the ous¬ 
ter of Romano Oi meno was, in 
scx'c'et parlance, doing a |ob He 
tried to complete it seven minutes 
later when he crossed the field to 
hack at the shins of Biazil’s other 
fullback. Marzino 
Again it was so lati- and so 
crude that not c'ven ttu' swiii ni ot 
protesting Chileans dissuaded 
Diaz who. with protective mitit- 
.aiy assistance sent OinicMio oil 
All dit w .IS aticindoned 1 
counted five (’hileaii yellow cards 
and lliiee Biazilian ones .iinid vio 
lence that incluoed Biazil’s Silas 
stamping on a fallen opponcnit 
and a c-ynual foul bv Aslengo to 
stop Silas from seen mg 
Tell far el the Brazilian goalie, 
having previously recc'ivcd no 
vvaining lor tinie-wastiiig, made 
an agile catch sevi'ii minutes from 
the end He bounced the' ball once, 
caught it and sfexxi pcrpIc'xecJ as 
Diaz awardc'd a lux' kick, eight 
yards from the goal fot time 
wasting 

As Brazilians argued a (’hilean 
texjk the ball from T.iflarc'l rollcsl 
it witn tus hand to a more advan¬ 
tageous angle and stood b.uk 
while Ivo Bass.iv shot into the un¬ 
guarded net Diaz allowed the 
goal 

So 'he match ended as ehaotical 
ly a^ It began with a not squad 
sluelding Di.iz tiom tlie wiatti ol 
the' Biazihan te.im 

But the profit was no doubt 
goon and a full liouse w'lth 
Ixjuntilul advertising revenue is 
assured for Sept .f whc'ii Bi.iZil 
and Chile pl.iy .1 vital c'lirniiiation 
game* that would have Ix'cn <i dead 
rublx'i liaci Brazil won 

Unlike* Lagos, no life a^.is lost 
But the g.inie in Saiiti.igo by in 
tent rather th.iii bvaceident w.isa 
Ix'tiaval ot sporting values ttiat 
the twcy te.inis should not be 
allowed to shrug oil 
















R KVIEWING the 
cic‘St‘' and 
tioughs (if the 
f»tfK‘k mat ke 
, in bf■come quite a 
1. im( One IS tempted to 
(iiedi(.t theoultomeof a 
Kmited-oveis 
ntei national how 
ni.ii li a pai tit ulai 
.Misman is. likel\ to 
s. I lie and the stage toi | 
il.e in'xt slump in the 
team s batting ^^d 
V bethel the Boaid is 
likelv topeisist with its 
( ui tent b.in on six 
Indian i l u ketel s 

NOTHING WILL 
HAPPEN 

( all It a hun< h if \ou 
liki' 1 lit it IS doubled 
w bet le'i the b.in \m 11 
stay 'I’lieie ,11 ( tbn e 
’e.isons w b\ tile 1 uliiig 
IKihtieal p nt \ islikth to 
infhu'iK e t lie Bo.iui in 
this p.i 1 1It iibii (,!-.(■ .nut 
.isk I hem to w It hdi .nv 
ibe I uiing 

1 I If .IS Inis bet 11 
I epi >1 ted in a fen 
newsp.ijiei tb it Hapt 
Craiidhi put in ,1 \»oi d to 
thet’.inadian I’M 
.iskiiig him to inst 1 lit t its 
Cl It k( t Bo.ii d to sbilt 
t be date of ,1 one da\ 
exliibit ion mat( h 
ig.iinsi till Wi St Indies 
to enable t be I.itit i s 
pal tit ipation in Ibt' 
NchiuCup IS tint then 
obvunish the 
heav vw’eights at 1 Rate 
Com se Rtiad aie taking 
thettnirnament with 
moie than uhual 
sei loiisness 
2) Such IS the Indian 
mentality that w bile we 
can digest Itising tt. t he 
W'st Indies Austiaha 
and England the .sin of 
Itismg to Pakistan is 
never forgiven 
Assuming that the six 
11 icketorssta^. banned. 

It will be ,i depleted 
Indian side touring 
Pakistan in Novembe i 


The question is '\i e we 
piepaied toseeoui sale 
thi.isheti 0-2 (it not 
woi sei in a thi ee- Test 
seiiesbN Pakistan ’ W ill 
the Boa id be able to 
suivut tht* public’till \ 
ot having iiuliiei tl\ 
engineeietl thisciisis’ 

11 This IS the mtist 
iinpoi tant point The 
withdiaw.il ot thehan 
and thi' subsetpu'iit 
iiu lusion of the SIX 
t lit keteisimavlx' five 
who know SI the 
poss ’I'e liiihan \ letoi \ 

111 the Ni 111 11 Cu])anti 
the ■'I'l les in Pakistan 
will seivean impoit.iiit 
Congiessilit a use i e 
keeping t he publu 
nioialeat the time of the 
eleit'ons Whitbiswhv 
the govei nineiit will 
iiiev it.ihlv h.ivt to 
inllueiite Ihe Boaid to 
maki Its pe.u e .v ith I hi 
pl.iv 1 Is in the giI’.iti'i 
t .m-.e of n.illon.il 
1)1 iielit 


WHY IS THE 
BOARD 
VICTIMISING 
CRICKET? 


The'e is glowing 
.iignment on thelntihtv 
of banning intei national 
tiicketeis Cutting the 


nose to spite Ihe l.u e 
some have said 
Snspentling six 
leading ei leketei s is 
bound It) have ,iii etlect 
on the n)nn 1 1 \ s 
Intelnatit ii.il 
peitoi m.iiiee in the 
months to I oim Ihis in 
tuin tonld lead tt) 
dimnnshmg Intelest .i 
tall in the \ lewei ship of 
live TV tt k't .ists towel 
s{)onsoi s and .t diop in 
Dooid.ii sh.m s 11 e.ul 
govei nmeiit siiev. luie 
On t lit*othei h.iiiii li) 
enloite.i nuMsmeot 
dist’ipline t he pI.iv ei s 
tonld havi'been Imeti 
heavily pei hapseven Hs 
7 i OOO pel pl.ivei so.is 
to iKHit 1 ahse v\ h.it thev 
might havee.u iied toi 
plav mg Test 11 u ket m 
the next 12 months if 
st'Ieefetl 'riiisw.iv the 
Boaid vvonltl h.ive not 
onh h.uceilettiveh 
peii.ihsed tlie olfeiidei s 
but ensnied th.it the 
t omit I \ s pel loi 111 .lilt es 
did not snlfei ill the 
shoi t i nil 

BOARD 

RELINQUISHED 

SYMPATHY 

When th(* Bo.iid 
.mtiomii etl Us mientioi) 
to pioset nte the 
11 It keteisat the i iid of 
the st'i les m f h«' West 
indic's it h.id public 
suppoi t tin its side A 


r—"—~ .. Ill 

The question is: Are 
we prepared to see 
our side thrashed 0*2 
(if not worse) in a 
I three-Test series by 
Pakistan? Wiii the 
Board be able to 
survive the public 
fury of having 
indirectly engineered 
this crisis? 


I signifii-.mt nnmbt'i of 
i 11 K ket enthusiasts this 
foi u'sjHindent .s{X)ko to 
on his letm ii liom the 
C.ii ibbe.m called Itii 
iimiu'cli.ile.u tion 
.ig.misi thet I icketeis, 
who It vv.is piesnmeti 
h.itl livt'tl it up olf the 
til Id .it the I xpenst til 
then pci foi m.inct's on 
It Tlu' iH)st-sei It'S .mgei 
might h.ivejnstifuxl a 
l).in of one tom ii.iment 
plus .1 tine but tom 
moiit lis atti'i t he tom 
puhlit tempei s h.tvc 
t'Hik'd 

A b.m ot a veat in 
.iddition to.i Inii' 
a]>pi‘<ii s h.ii sh In t.ict, 
veiyh.ush Tht'public 
snp{H)it tli.it the Boat cl 
fiij()\ed h.is tm ned into 
s.vmp.itliy tt)i the 
pl.ivi'is Unwittingly, 
the Bo.ii’d has m.ide 
m.u tVI s ot t he pl.iyt'i s it 
ventmt'd to piosei ute 

GOVERNMENT 

WILL 

INTEREFERE 

Rapv Ckiridlu’s 
st.ttement fh.it he will 
not iiiteileiewith the 
Bt)<ii d s dtx isitm to ban 
the Cl It ketuis (1 epoi ted 

The Gang of Four' at the 
special two member 
committee hearing at 
Calcutta on August 28. 
Notice the stunned faces, 
quite the opposite of 
their mood when they 
arrived 



23 


WHAT THE PLAYERS HAVE TO SAY! 


I NITIALLY the 
banned players 
did not have 
much of a cause 
and their press 
CKuiference after the 
announcement of the 
ban provixi this It 
was only when the 
players went in for 
legal advice prior to 
submitting their 
appeal to the Board's 
working committee, 
that they came across 
some semblance of 
evidence that could 
give them 
ground to stand on 
The absence of a word 
tand/'or) in Clause VII 
of the contact and the 
severe nature of the 
punishment for 
violation oi that 


clause, allowed the 
playei s to assume 
that such an extreme 
punishment could not 
bo for anything other 
than playing in South 
Africa (See box 
Handcuffed to the 
Board) 

Their case The 
clauses they were 
supposed to have 
violated were 
‘ambiguous’ and led 
to ‘unavoidable 
conclusions’ 

Moreover the 
covering letter that 
went with the 
contract was 
“Unreasonable and 
coersive” as was 
indeed the entire 
contract 

The two Supreme 


Court verdicts and 
obvious leaning 
towards the player's 
case also turned 
matters against the 
Board Yet how come 
the players haven’t 
gone to coui t yet*^ 
Taking the legal way 
out seemed to be 
somewhere at the end 
of the player’s option 
list Option number 
one was to organise 
the players (both the 
banned and the 
others as well) into 
one unit against the 
Board The object was 
to get the consent of 
about 30-40 
cricketers to boycott 
the Board That 
would mean that the 
Board would have to 


select the national 
team leaving aside 
these top players 
Even Srikkanth was 
approached to join in 
the boycott 
Just as the Board 
was willing to go the 
whole way to enforce 
the ban, the players 
too were adamant not 
to back down To 
them the ban was not 
the issue Apparently 
they felt that a person 
of the calibre and 
status of Kapil Dev 
could easily get that 
removed 

What was 
in fact at stake was 
the very existence of 
player power It is felt 
that if the Board is 
determined to stick to 


m .Spf)/ts world '30 
August 1 because it was 
something which th«' 
Hoai d alone could 
de< ide needs to b<' 
analysed (low'ly 
Wh\ IS Hajiv (landhi 
baying that the 
govei nnient will keep its 
hands off this ci k keting 
dec ision when it has not 
done so in the past‘d 
Why lb it prvtending 
to keep its distance 
when it thiust a Union 
Mimstei (th(*n)NKP 
Salve onto the post of the 
lloatd Pii'sidmit in the 
pa.st * When it has 
.illowi'd M.idhaviao 
Sc India t h(' Railways 
Mmistei, tobcH'otne the 
Vic e 1‘iesident ot the 
I3o.it d ’ And when, as 
whispei s indicated in 
Novemlau 151J7, it 
ml Aenced the selection 
c onimittcs' lc< im hide 
M.ini.iri l«imb<i in the 
tfMin tor the* Delhi lest 
against the* West Indic's*’ 
If t ht* gover nment has 
ni.ide its piescmc’e telt in 
the Ho.irclon pievious 
(icasiops who's to 
lieliev*e ’ I it they will not 






its guns then, this is Firstly, what kind of 
an opportune dialogue should there 

moment to initiate be*^ Ideally it should 

player power unity in be between two 
a big way Therefore equals But that is not 
phrases like ‘a strong the case here 
players’ association”. Moreover, in a 

•boycott of the board" situation like this all 

and even "who needs dia logue will 
the board anyway" probably end in 

crept into player stalemate Who 

vocabulary should be their 

Option number two mediator*? 

dialogue Whether Take lor instance 

they honestly mean it the two member 

or not, or whether it committee's dialogue 
IS a way of getting with the players at 

^ away lightly, the Calcu tta on August 

players seem to be 28 In what probably 

propagatmg this was an attempt to 

option very loudly appease the Supreme 

now Court call for the end 

Dialogue is fine but of the confrontation, 
there are some the Board authoi used 

problems in tliat too Mi Jagmohan 


Dalmiyaand Mr Bat everyone was 

Hemu Adhikan to in for a surprise The 

talk to the playei s tw o Board 

The players, and in reprt'sentatives 

fact much of the merely showed 

public. Jelt that the through then words. 

Board had found this that the Board was 
a convenient way of st til detei mined to 

slowly backing ofl take the players on 

without loss of face The players were 

Moreover, the fact si unned by t his 

that Mr Dalmiya was reiteiation but did not 

the convenor of the back off The battle 

two member ’heai mg lines which had 

squad’ was also seen already been drawn 

as an indication of earliei. wei e now 

hope for the players iivonfiimed The 
Mr Dalmiya is the peace talks’ failed 

convenor of the Will the players 

Nehru Cup cricket move to their other 

tournament and it option c.ish in on the 

was thought that he Supreme Com I ’•? 

would want the ‘big leaning tow’ards 
six’ back in time for them'? 

‘ his' tournament Andy O’Brian 



A copy of the covering 
letter of the player 
contract If you don't 
want to play you’re in 
trouble. If you want to ; 
play then sign 
away your 
freedom 


i 

j 


I do 1 ill s mil' this t line l)V 
' asking lot till'h,iM tolx' 

I withdiawn" A( .1 st.igc 
111 .it suits them" 

WEST INDIES 
DEBACLE 
DEBATE 
SHELVED 

Vci V‘lUi 1)1 ismglV no 

I OIK siV'IM' to t)l‘ 

iiitf 1 esti d III 1)1 oiling the 
HMSOIIS lot out l.iiliiie 
in 11ll' V\ I'st Indii's 
I \ engs.ii k.ii s |( ve'.dloii 
■ ol w, li.il I lanspiii'd 

' dutlll^ till' SCI II s 
should ti.ui, < .died foi 
tile iiiuncdi.itc 



, instil 111 ion ol .1 
I eomnnltoiito look into 
tile .illegal ions of 
playei s faking iiijui y 
, Hut sui pr isinglv that 
I entile loui li.is lM‘i oiiic.i 
; foi gotti’ii mi nioi V Tlie 
I Hoaid .ippc.irs moll 
i llltcieslerl in 
j pi osei Lit int.' til' pla , I I s 
I will) went tti'Vinct i( ,1 to 
I pl.ivi III ki'l til.Ill those 
who went to t til Wist 
Indies not to' 

CoirtbiuMi on pago 30 

_I 
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THE PLAYERS’ CONTRACT 


1 


HANDCUFFED 


D ilip VENGSARKAR 
once remarked that 
on the eve of a 
particular toui, he 
was approached at 
the airp^^irt to sign his contract He 
did so peifunctorily, without even 
u glance Perhaps it is sensible he 
did that For had he opted to 
examine the contract carefully, 
the legal jargon and handcuffing 
clauses aie so confusing and open 
to argument that not only would 
he have mis.sed his flight, but 
probably the first three one day 
internationals trxi 

Yet, Vengsarkar a act in itself is 
indicative of the mere for mality 
and lac k of choic'e involved in 
signingacontiax't. which is whv 
he and the otheis are 11 trouble 
tcxlay In many ways it is nc.t foi 
any patlicailai fault of his 

To begin with, the c ricketers 
ac-coiding to tliec'ovei itig lottei 
that accompanies the contiac t 
have absolutely no option 
regarding signing the c-ontiact 
the moment the pt>stmandehveis 
it, f 1 eedom IS a lost oriiu ept If a 
player signs he is govei ned by the 
clause's within which make him a 
veritatile slave If heiefu.sesto 
sign, he IS banned from 
intoi nat lonal aiU! domestic 
c'lU'ket ("atcfi a? Losers tioth 
wavs 

In England in 197*1, for 
example Gcsiff Roycott 
aniiouiued tliat tie was 
niiav.'ulahte toi national selection 
•ind I'oiitinued to play foi 
Yoikshiie Then in 197 7 lie 
infoi ined selcctoi ,s of his 
aviulab’litv and wassubseciuently 
jiitki cl In India no sue h irocdom 
exists ifpluyei X says Sony T 
won t t ly ho IS fiebiiic'd fioni 
c'ven U .ji Tiojitiy mate hes This 
IS men thecc.vei'iig ettc'i ttie 


worst is yet to come - 

Clause? The player shall not 
play cricket for a period of one 
year from the date of agreement 
for any private promoter of the 
game or sigpn any contract to play 
cricket whatsoever with or for any 
' private promoter or cricketer 
I unrecognised by the Board or the 
ICC, TCCB or any member country 
I of the ICC of professional or 
I amateur nature inside or outside 
I India (and) in any country 
practising apartheid laws 


This was the clause the 
cricketers were prosecuted under 
Note the ‘and’m brackets In the 
1989 West Indies contract this 
was missing (a typing error?) 
thus, the clause is redundant—or 
refers to only countries practising 
apartheid, and since North 
America does not fall under that 
bracket, there is no case 
However, conceding there is an 
‘and the clause IS still 
nonsensical- for it equals the 
participation in a unsanctioned 
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*’ chanty match in Belgaum with 
playing cricket m South Afnca 

ClauaeS In the event of 
contravention of the above clause 
(7) the Player shall forfeit all 
monetary benefits of the tour, 
including the Benevolent Fund 
total standing to his credit and 
shall be deterred ft>oni playing any 
cricket matches conducted or 
authorised 1^ the Board or its 
affiliated associations. 

In this context, it is best to quote 
.idvocate R K Rao who 
^ ummented on this in an Indian 
newspaper “ The penalty 
provided is repulsive For a player 
^ tt) lose not only the monetary 
.‘benefits of the tour but also the 
amount standi ng to the credit of 
the benevolent fund is the limit of 
arbitrariness A benevolent fund 
18 expected to be in the nature of a 
provident trust fund and 
payments therefrom controlled by 
ti uslees From a reading of clause 


8, the Board appears to have 
complete control ever the funds” 

Clauses In addition, the Board 
shall also have the power to set-up 
a disciplinary committee 
consisting of such members as it 
may determine to take any 
disciplinary action as the 
committee feels for any act or 
misconduct or breach of any 
condition of this agreement after 
holding any enquiry and after 
giving the player an opportunity 
to be heard in person and cite as 
witnesses on his behalf The 
player shall not be allowed to be 
represented by lawyers of any 
other body If after the enquiry, 
any player is found guilty, he 
shall be debarred from 
participating in any tournament 
conducted by the Board besides 
imposing any other punishment 
as the Disciplinary Committee 
may deem appropriate against the 
player 


From what has traiiBpired over 
the past many weeks, it is 
beconung increasingly obvious 
that the Board had made up their 
minds, and giving the playei a 
hearing was a mere farce It is in 
fact this absence of sensible 
dialogue which widens the rift 
further The players' inability to 
use a lawyer is another reflection 
of the absolute authority of the 
Board 

Clause 3(F) Without the prior 
written permission of the 
president of the Board (a player) 
shall not accept any employment 
or engagement either as 
oorrespondent or otherwise or do 
any writing or any work for or in 
connection with any newspaper, 
magazines. Journals or any 
publications whatsoever 

Obviously the fundamental 
rights of free speech and 
expression guaranteed by the 
Indian constitution are irrelevant 
in the cricketing world 
Sportsmen all over the woi Id. 
mcludmg India are allowed this 
privilege—Michael Ferreira 
(billiards), Parkash Padukone, 
Sanjay Sharma (Badminton), 
Vijay Amntraj (tennis) yet not 
cricketers Agreed, players are 
known to ci iticise each other in 
print, but they can be individually 
dealt with 

In conclusion, the harshness 
and rigidity of the contract draws 
paralells witli a policeman’s 
handcuffs -and only the Board 
has the keys It is totally 
uni-ldteral, the player forfeiting 
every si nglo i ight the moment he 
signs The players are to fault 
definitely, a) for never ever 
challenging this document and 
crying piously after being 
indicted and b) for being arrogant 
on occasion and flaunting the 
rules 

But the real problem appears to 
beacommumcation gap This 
incident notwithstanding, the 
Board cannot treat players like 
errant schoolboys There is 
nothing which cannot be settled 
by dialogue, and when it 
eventually happens, the contract 
should be the subject of the fa st 
discussion Afterall, if thd Indian 
constitution can be amended 
about 64 times then why not a 
mere cricketing contract' 



REDEFINING THE PLAYER-ESTABUSHMENT RELATIONSHIP 


will 
this 

e en¬ 
tire crisis a mere de¬ 
bate over ‘ should the 
players have gone to 
North America or 
not*^" If so, then it 
seems the whole 
affair has been blown 
out of proportion — 
into a farce Only put 
into a broader pers¬ 
pective of "Establish¬ 
ment versus Player 
power” does the inci¬ 
dent gam the import¬ 
ance it IS being given 
Let us take a closer 
look what are the 
issues at stake"^ Not 
that the cricketers 
went to North Amer¬ 
ica and made money 



Not that the Board is 
probably on the 
wrong side of the law 
But more important¬ 
ly, where does the au¬ 
thority of the estab¬ 
lishment end and the 
players’ rights begin*? 

The authority of the 
establishment 
together with the 
rights of the players 
are simultanously im¬ 
portant to our cricket 
structure But the 
manner in which 
each side seems to be 
going at the other 
makes us ask Is all 
this worth it*? Is it 
worth seeing the 
absolute downfall of 
either the establish¬ 
ment’s authority or 
the players’ rights in 


a battle over a simple 
visit to North 
America*? 

Let us face it, the 
players pushed their 
luck too far and were 
rightly cracked 
across the knuckles 
But now it seems the 
Board, in its bid to 
teach the players a 
once-and-for all les¬ 
son, IS in turn 
pushing its luck even 
further To the point 
where it could back¬ 
fire on them 

Before the entire 
episode degenerates 
into a farce where 
prestige and ‘keeping 

Kapil Dev and Oilip 
Vengsarkar arrive for 
*diaiogue’ 


face’ are the sole 
guidelmes to action, 
let there be an honest, 
sincere dialogue be¬ 
tween both sides 
It IS now time to 
redefine the rela¬ 
tionship between 
player and establish¬ 
ment The ban issue 
should not go down 
in the history of Indi¬ 
an cricket as the 
breakdown in the 
player-Board rela¬ 
tionship but rather as 
the beginning of a 
mure realistic and 
workable relationship 
that respects the 
views of both sides 
And foi all this to 
begin, there is no 
time like NOW*? 
AndyOWati 
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HOW THE PLAYERS WERE NEARLY HAD! 



A ugust 28 cai 

cutta Four of 
the SIX banned 
cucketerfe had 
ailived to appear be¬ 
fore a special two- 
man committee ot the 
Hoard Kapil Dev 
1)1 hp V<Mit>t>ai kdi 
Mohd Azh.iiuddin 
and Aiun Lai had 
been called by the 
Hoaid to ha\e a dia¬ 
log in> with two Boaid 
nominees the ton- 
venoi Ml .lapmohan 
IJa 1 m i Va and Mi 
Iltinn Adlnkaii fSee 
ln)> on What tlie 
pi a \ ei s h .1 \ I to 
sav^ I 

The pl.i\tis weti 
lookiim foivv.iid to 
the meeting with 
optumsm .111(1 e\eri 
(vniiallv f'xpe<tinf' 
this to be the lust 
siftiis of t h(' Ho.iid 
solti'iung its stand 
a{>ain.st I him When 
the lou) ( 11< keteis 
walkt'd out ol the H C 
Rov C'lub 11 (j use 
(Ellon (»aid«ns) they 
looked shell-sho( ked 
Thins !5 had obviously 
not g’one the way they 
had ('xpec t<>d 
They had veiy noai - 
ly signed away all 
that they had fought 
foi ovei the last few 
months 

The mis'tnig' lasted 
a niaiathon (oui 
houis The fust two 
were smcxilh sailing 
The playpis were 
allowed to come out 
with th<*ir grievaiKfs 
ranging from the se¬ 
rious to the ridicu¬ 
lous Things like 
sponsor logos on the 
bowler’s lun up weie 
discussed The atmos¬ 
phere seemed cordial 
and things were 


going gie.it It wa-. 
lh( second lioui when 
t h ' .u t ii .i 1 Stull 
be >,in 

Ml D.diiio i ti.ic 

I ng V cm O'. I'l t til 
he.U ts ol t he ( I 11 kt 
teis lepoiteoU lolii 
them Ih.it till coll 

II Old<11 lon v\ IS 111! 

neiessaiy .ind tliat 
thing'- slioiild lie 
soKici <uni(.ihl\ Th(' 
pl<i \ i 1 s t entil'd t o 
.tgre* .uid altei nnu h 
sweet talk D.ilnuva 
ga\»'his suliit ion The 
playei s should cliatt a 
lettm then and thi le 
w 1 1 h d T .1 w 1 n g thi' 
appeal they fiad m.idt 
to thi' Hocu.ls woi k 
ing c.immittee aftei 
llie disc iplin.ii y tom 
iiiitlee had b.iniu tt 
Ihcjin 

The pl.iyeis seemed 
to be swayed into 
thinking that it was 
the right thing to do 
Till one of Uitmi saw 
what they wtM'o being 
led into 

The implications of 
the playeis subiiut- 
ling a lettfi w’ltli- 
dtawing then ap()eai 


an li'g.illy .uicl othei 
wisi too eompheati'd 
to be chsi nssc'd in di' 
t<nl 

(>n t Ik si I t<ii e ot it 
It should ht> saui lh<it 
t 111' I Id 1 1 (' pla Vel s 
< .ise ot .1 i oen ice ( on 
1 1.!( I .ind 1 ocei mg li*1 • 
tei md th.il they h id 
not lit oki 11 ( 1 I use 
'even was all men 
t loni .1 in th(' .ipp< al 
In l.ii t it was 1 he leg.il 

ay in which t In* 
.ippi.il w.e- wouti'fi 
that h.id fn st stoppi d 
fill Ho.ltd in ttieii 
steps Wit hdi .iw mg 
th<' ban vvoiud me.m 
th.it till' jil.iyeis had 
.ireepled the punish 
menf and would also 
piob.ihlv me.'ii th.it 
no leg.il piocecluies 
would now st.uul any 
gioiind It must lx‘H'- 
meijdji'ied that the 
Supreme Couit w.'is 
taking a decision the 
next day on a public 
interest litigation So 
signing dW'ay the 
appeal would be t lose 
to signing away then 
cause 

The piomise to 


Ui 

mi'ih.iti'and i centn.il 
ly lift die b.m il Ijie 
pi .1 yets w il hd 1 ew 
then .ippi'.il m.iv oi 
m.iv not h.ice luen 
genuine I'.iil 1 he t.n 1 
Iein.iinIli.it i vi n d 
till' bin w.is litti d .d 
tei some linie it would 
go down III liisloiy 
(h.it it w ( 1 e t III pl IV 
ei s w ho wi’i (‘ I he In st 1 
to solt peil al t)^ w it h i 
di.iwmg (I'k'u <i(ipi .il I 

The Hoa id would ] 
h.ice (ome < ii' ot .ill 
this with pi I -.1 Ige III I 
t.ii t and cc hy t cen 
iti.iybi as till go.it 
hepeyoleni loigm r 
VVhi till I thi' wlioli' 
thing W.IS a si'l np .i 
tia]) ni.ini[)nl dton oi 
c ley i ! t hinl. i ng on | 

р. ii t ol III) Ho.ii d s 
iepi<'.si*nt.iti' es IS ikjI 
th*' point Wh.il Is nil 

pOlt.Ult IS lll.ll the 

('pisocif' must now put 
tiu' pl.i.yeis on the 
watc hoiit loi .iny le 
petitions of tilt ‘..mie 
.md wonlrl .ilsi) h.ice 
luithe' st( ('ll d flwn 

с. iuse .ig.nnst the 
est.ililisliiiK n’ . 

Andy O’Brien 
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The Contract See clause 
VII The word or/and is 
missing between “Or 
outside India” and “in 


iy country practising 
apartheid laws ” 


Contbiiiwi from page 25 


HYPOCRISY 

[jPSahiuf Thf 
Tvh'i^ijph intri V irwt'ci 
Asjt Iqbal on the i t-bcl 
toui to Ani(^i ira and 
Canada Ho .said Tht\ 
should invul\f tho 
Boards and not do 
somothinR silU liki thf\ 
dll' soi'U' months bark 
I; oiiK al Consiclei mu 
that A Iqbal was 
hiinsoll onool llu 
otganisoi s ot tho ln'iudit 
mati lies in Shai lah in 
* he eai I\ Kifjht les when 
the Boai d.s wein also not 
lonsulted' 


WHAT ABOUT 
THE BOARD? 

It mav In- oka\ foi the 
rtoaicl to ban tbe pl.t vets 
inthefaceol dtdiaiife 
But who makes thi' 

Boar d aet ountabli* w hen 
it m.ikesa blatant hash 
ol thinf.’s ’ Did an\ 


Very surprisingly, no 
one seems to bie 
interested in probing 
the reasons for our 
failure in the West 
Indies. The Board 
appears more 



• , » >t III I It *!>• II t h r V 111 I f r I It ! t > ( 

til'll (I ol I I 11 ih 11 IM IP Hi r 1C 1 1( I I i I It li» I oil 

ur outeidi iidip in eny rnuntr« picittieing is«>> 

N I 1 t III t v< o' I I I I I nt I ) |l 11 I «l I * I fo I 
No ^ iim tier*' stwil fur'eit eli monrtsn 

benefita of ttie tuur iniluti q ttir Benpvuirnt lurid totel 
atsndini^ to hie credit end eiiNli ti rirrntiel f'o" plsying 
•nv irickil e,*lrtiei innduited oi miliinc i ii d t>> ti« Himrd i>r 
ilr tfllitieled u ifHir 11 1 lonr 


I 11 H Idt t ini I l»e I) 11 
•Pi i|i II di I iplniiit iinmiili 
|l iiiAv deteimine t > tshr m 
iieiPittie 'fel '< r Hn« n« > 

« Of I I I I II l' 'III 11)1 1 • 111 I ' 
s'lrc 4)1 tn| I'l* lilMrtr iKi 4 
w tl I lie Cl I Ml till I n til t • 
p * * I III [f pn < t d I 

«" H *• I j II , , (III 

dehetred ''rnm iiett i i| at m i i 

ttr Hciid t PI Idee impnen 
{) I I i I n i , 1 cMim 11 t • n a t 

I III I 

" I |. I I I II 
lit • I p pin> KH, f o ■ I( I 
h 11 to 11 III I I I I " I 11 
HI d alt nit te e>i|i«ieif 
TPl'rt il »"*iid be )ei il*y *i i 
mip>e> fii Ml cveoitnl lue ti t'« 


I I'l I 1 I III to twin I t III (I IWf I to 

■ onil rim) ' iiM I ni«n4ierc e 

dl If 1| I I HT or I I II II I til 

I "II I III dll' ' I In • f t ■ ' C * I 

' 1 1 I r I III ni II If I 

■ I '» <1 >>« i I'li 11 I I I 

I I ' D I I h I • ’ I I I I 

mill I i'l d " 

I )i| I I I II I 

41 1 I IP I ' 1 ( d t e ■ *1 

t *' r r f II liviii li n t i 

e" wilt' ■' p i4|i) II 'ip 


, I i 11 11 ii I ' I I i I i|' I 

II ,11 11 II I I IH M c I * 

P| i i t I ' II t i I lUPf I 411 

I 'll I I I ( tl {II/* 

I U I 


I Itw Boufl I II 11 4r ' Ml It I I > ml I t < <u 'ir 

ftlH II * I I I I t ' I I , I I » I * » I 1 I I f I 

r fii rriiiCiii ><■ n i d i'i • v ' 'i ( i i i t • 

Miir ( at re ■ 11 1 to I i ( n> 11 * II |mi i ' 'if « ■ ' ' ' 


Hoaidolfuial lesiKnoi 
lost his )()b w h(Mi the 
Ahiiied.ibad one da\ 
inter national ln'tween 
Iiiflia .md Wi'st Indies in 
I'lHH was df (.lilted 
oflK lal but excluded 
liom the set leS'* 

Did aindhiti^ liapjx'n 
to the seU'ftion 



interested in i 

prosecuting the I 

players who went to , 

America to play 
cricket than those 
who went to the West 
Indies not to! | 


iomniitte(> w hen it 
ai nitiai il\ diojipt'ii 
Mobindt I Am.'I ii.itli 
last \e.ii and kept 
)ustit\iiiK It as a 
11 icketiiij'dt'C'ision ' 
Has tliat Boai d 
I oflKial who ii'fuse(. a 
' disc ussion ol t he pi eseiit 
I (ontiov»>js\ bvtbe 
I Woikiiur Coinmilti I'us 
the matt(>i was sub 
/uchceaiid then issued .i 
press statenusit 
immi'diatelv aft«‘i b(*eii 
asked lo quit ^ 

And hasanvthiiif' 
happenr'ci to t he Boai d 
official who has i educed 
the jilavei s conti act to a 
coiitemfxir 11 \ diK'uiiient 
of organised slavi'iv' 

It s time .someone 
banneci the Hoai d as 
well 

Muilar Patherya 
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McMOUTH 

... should talk less and play more 



After his first round 61 6 4 64 win over Er ic Winogradsky 

“I think I can win this one. Before I was thinking of just making a pretty 
gooil showing and wasn’t thinking about winning the tournament. Now I 

think that it’s a realistic proposition” 


After his second round 46 6 4 36 57 lo ss to Paul Haarhuis 

"To lose a match to a guy I’ve never seen before Is pretty bad. I was 

disgusting” 







AUSTRALIAN OPEN 

Champion Beat Pat Cash 
6367 36 61 86 




Champion. Beat Henri 
Leconte 75 62 61 


Quarter-finals. Lost to 
Miloslav Mecir 36 16 36 


US OPEN 

Champion. Beat Ivan 
Lendl 64 46 63 57 64 


SEPTEMBER RANKING: 1 






AUSTRALIAN OPEN 

Second round. Lost to 
Ramesh Krishnan 36 26 67 


FRENCH OPEN 

Quarter-finals. Lost to 
Andrei Chesnokov 46 06 57 


Quarter-finals. Lost to 
John McEnroe 67 63 36 46 


US OPEN 

Second round. Lost to 
Pete Sampras 75 36 61 16 46 


SEPTEMBER RANKING: 5 






CP 


•v; 


Astonishing is a word which best 
describes the fluctuating fortunes of 
Mats Wilander these past two years. 












ALL ABOUT 



BY TONY LEWIS 



■ 


SIF Iqbal, the former 
Pakistan c»ptam. lives 
m Kent and works m 
Sharjah, where he runs 
his successful cricket 
tournaments 

I pomt this out to 
explain how he 
understands what an 
ig^omimous Teat senes 
England have played 
and yet is not caught up 
m the maze of theones 
which has enmeshed the 
nation he is not about to 
dash headlong up 
another bhnd alley hke 
most team selectors 

"There are only two 
points to make," he says 
“England is only 
sulfenng from loss of 
confidence There is stiU 
talent there Do you 
mean to say that David 
Gower, who has scored 
over 7,000 Test runs, 
has suddenly lost his 

abilityv 

“Secondly, people m 
England need to 
understand how bad 
they are at cricket Only 
by facmg the truth 
about that, and how 
others have improved, 
will the work be done to 
get better ” 

Loss of confidence 
comes from failure m 
public it leads in many 
cases to scorn by 
sections of the media 
Without confidence, the 
most debilitating of 
diseases takes 
over—fear of failure 
which presents itself 
either in mvoluntary 
movements or a total 
freeze 

It can be argued that 
Gower's padding up to a 


straight ball at Trent 
Bridge was a freeze 
Remember how Phil 
Edmonds lost his 
run-up, and how 
Graeme Mckenzie who, 
m a Leicestershire 
match against Kent, 
could only bowl no-balls 



'There is Still talent 
there. Do you mean to 
say that David 
Gower, who has 
scored over 7,000 
Test runs, has 
suddenly lost his 
ability?’: Asif Iqbal 


Ray Ilhngworth, his 
captam, m the end asked 
“Garth” to just stand at 
the stumps and let the 
ballgo 

He almost did 
“No-ball,” yelled the 
umpire 

The mvoluntary 
movements bom of 
msecunty could be seen 
m Derek Randall’s 
walkabout at the crease, 
and this season in Neil 


Foster’s loss of timmg at 
the moment he released 
the ball 

It can happen to the 
most experienced 
players—note Graham 
Gooch’s plantmg of the 
flxint foot on the line of 
nuddle-and-off He can 
often get away with it, 
but players of lesser 
talent cannot 
Blocking the bat with 
the front pad is 
sometlung which 
happens early in an 
innings when the 
nervous start is bemg 
made "Stand still,” say 
the experts Easier said 
than done 
I can recall a former 
Glamorgan batsman, 
Jim Pressdee, who, 
when facmg up to Wes 
Hall, kept lifting his feet 
and also flicking his 
dentures up and down 
with his tongue “What 
the hell are you doing, 
Jim’ From my end 
everythingison the move 
down>uui end " 

"I’m standing still,” 
Jim insisted 
After another over 
from Hall he came down 
the pitch “You’re right,” 
he said "My whole 
damn body’s on the 
move I think I must be 
afraid I won’t get my 
spikes out of the ground 
fast enough to stop him 
hitting me m the teeth ” 
Mickey Stewart is 
having the whole of thie 
Test senes video-taped 
It will be his wmter 
horror movie He will 
see more twitches from 
England batsmen m 10 
minutes than Anthony 
Perkins performed m 
the whole of Psycho 
How do you remove 
fear of failure and the 
terror of being dropped’ 
One way is to pick your 
team and stick to it, 
which appeared to be the 
resolve of the England 
committee Butmjunes 
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have not helped—Allan 
Lamb was a considerable 
loss—and South Ahrica 
and Terry Alderman 
have done the rest 
The other way is to 
choose only those 
players who are 
sucx»eding' in county 
cricket That has been 
done, but the conclusion 
18 that our county game 
IS no longer a proper 
nursery for Tests 
There is only one way 
forward, and that is not 
to leap at youth for its 
own sake, but to select 
the best young talent 
and to test at the highest 
level Some will make it, 
some will not 

It (loss of confidence) 
can happen tothe 
most experienced 
players—note 
Graham Gooch’s 
planting of the front 
foot on the line of 
middle-and-off.He 
can often get away 
with it, but players (tf 
lesser talent cannot. 


To confirm the 
wisdom of Asif Iqbal’s 
second thought, the 
move to young players is 
necessary because the 
old ones keep losing and 
are not good enough 
Select the best young 
players first, and only 
fill in with older ones if 
there is a gaping hole m 
the team’s talents 
We must think of the 
West Indies I was out in 
the Caribbean to watch 
India's senes there, and 
the best batsmen were 
the younger ones who 
were brave and skilfiil 
Men like Sanjay 
Mamrekar and Ravi 
Shastn, not the older 
ones hke Vengsarkar, of 
greater reputation 

Court*., lh.CIM,TMgr^ 
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SIF Iqbal, the former 
Pakiatan captain, lives 
m Kent and works m 
Sharjah, where he runs 
his successful cricket 
tournaments 

I pomt this out to 
ezplam how he 
understands what an 
Ignominious Test senes 
England have played 
and yet is not caught up 
m the maize of theones 
which has enmeshed the 
nation he is not about to 
dash headlong up 
another bhnd alley like 
most team selectors 

“There au^ only two 
points to make,” he says 
“Englauid is only 
suffenng from loss of 
confidence There is still 
tadent there Do you 
mean to say that David 
Gower, who haui scored 
over 7,000 Test runs, 
has suddenly lost his 
abihty' 

“Secondly, people in 
England need to 
understand how bad 
they au« at cncket Only 
by facing the truth 
about that, auid how 
others have improved, 
will the work be done to 
get better ” 

Loss of confidence 
comes from failure m 
public it leads m mainy 
caises to scorn by 
sections of the media 
Without confidence, the 
most debilitatmg of 
diseases taikes 
over—fear of failure 
which presents itself 
either in involuntary 
movements or a total 
freeze 

It can be argued that 
Gower’s padding up to a 
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straight ball at Trent 
Bridge was a freeze 
Remember how Phil 
Edmonds lost his 
run-up, and how 
Graeme Mckenzie who, 
in a Leicestershire 
match against Kent, 
could only bowl no-balls 





'There is Still talent 
there. Do you mean to 
say that David 
Gower, who has 
scored over 7,000 
Test runs, has 
suddenly lost his 
ability?’: Asif Iqbal 


Ray Ilhngworth, his 
captam, m the end asked 
“Garth” to just stand at 
the stumps and let the 
ball go 

He almost did 
“No-baU,” yelled the 
umpire 

The involuntary 
movemonts bom of 
insecurity could be seen 
in Derek RandaU's 
walkabout at the crease, 
and this season in Neil 


Foster’s loss of timing at 
the moment he released 
thebaU 

It can happen to the 
most experienced 
players—^note Graham 
Gooch’s planting of the 
front foot on the Ime of 
middle-and-off He can 
often get away with it, 
but players of lesser 
talent cannot 
Blockmg the bat with 
the fixint pad is 
something which 
happens early m an 
innings when the 
nervous start is bemg 
made “Stand still,” say 
the experts Easier said 
than done 
I can recall a former 
Glamorgan batsman, 
Jim Pressdee, who, 
when facing up to Wes 
Hall, kept hftmg lus feet 
and also flicking his 
dentures up and down 
with his tongfue “What 
the hell are you doing, 
Jim"^ From my end 
everythingison the move 
down youi end ” 

“I’m standing still,” 
Jim insisted 
After another over 
from Hall he came down 
the pitch “You’re right,” 
he said "My whole 
damn body’s on the 
move I think 1 must be 
afraid I won’t get my 
spikes out of the ground 
fast enough to stop him 
hittmg me in the teeth ” 
Mickey Stewart is 
having the whole of this 
Test senes video-taped 
It will be his wmter 
horror movie He will 
see more twitches from 
England batsmen in 10 
minutes than Anthony 
Perkins performed in 
the whole of Psycho 
How do you remove 
fear of failure and the 
terror of being dropped^ 
One way is to pick your 
team and stick to it. 
which appeared to be the 
resolve of the England 
committee But injuries 
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have not helped—Allan 
Lamb was a considerable 
loss—and South Africa 
and Terry Alderman 
have done the rest 
The other way is to 
choose only those 
players who are 
succeeding m county 
cricket That has been 
done, but the conclusion 
Is that our county game 
IS no longer a proper 
nursery for Tests 
There is only one way 
forward, and that is not 
to leap at youth for its 
own sake, but to select 
the best young talent 
and to test at the highest 
level Some will make it, 
some will not 


It (loss of confidence) 
can happen to the 
most experienced 
players—note 
Graham Gooch’s 
planting of the front 
foot on the line of 
middle*and-off.He 
can often get away 
with it, but players of 
lesser talent cannot. 


To confirm the 
wisdom of Asif Iqbal’s 
second thought, the 
move to young players is 
necessary because the 
old ones keep losing and 
are not good enough 
Select the best young 
players first, and only 
fill in with older ones if 
there is a gapmg hole m 
the team’s talents 
We must think of the 
West Indies I was out in 
the Caribbean to watch 


India’s senes there, and 
the best batsmen were 
the younger ones who 
were brave and skilful 
Men like Samay 
Manjrekar and Ravi 
Shastn, not the older 
ones like Vengsarkar, of 
greater reputation 
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COMBINATIO- 
N of divine 
assistance and 
mortal 
inspiration 
saved David 
Gower the ignominy of 
becoming the first 
English cricket captain 
to lose a senes 0-5 to the 
Australians since 
Johnny Douglas did so 
in 1920-21 While the 
first came in the form of 
ram and bad light 
conditions, the latter 
was personified in the 
27-year-o!d Barbadmn 
frame of Gladstone 
Small Reverting from 
his usual role ol 
rabbit—like all good 
pace bowlers—Small 
dug m with the bat to 
steer his side past the 
disgrace of a follow-on 
with a gritty knock of 
59 

Things started pretty 
much the same way as 
they have done for the 
rest of the series 
Australia piling up yet 
another massive first 
innings total of 468 
Dean Jones doing the 
bulk of the scoring this 
tune with a typically 
free-stroking 122 while 
his skipper Border 
chipped m with 76 Also 
in the scormg act was 
that man Taylor 
perfunctorily knocking 
up another 71 runs to 
take his sen^ 
aggregate to 791, the 
third highest ever in an 
Ashes senes That he 
eventually edged to 
keeper Russell to give 
Alan Igglesden his first 
Test wicket was some 



OUuistone Small 
Impressed with his 
bowling.. .but thrilled 
with his !»tting 



SIXTH TEST, THE OVAL 


Thank God For Small Merc 


England, held up by a fighting innings from Giadstone Smaii, evade a tollov 








cause for English cheer 
Things could have 
been much worse, 

^ however With Austraha 
poised at 325 for three, 
and given their current 
run of massi ve scores, 
England must 
congratulate themselves 
for restricting the 
Aus8ie8to468 Much of 
the credit going to the 
decidedly fnendly pace 
of Derek Pringle which 
deceived the last four 
Australian batsmen 
Gladstone Small also 
combining a fair dosage 
of aggpiession—David 



There was no shortage 
of Aussie support 
during this Just 
concluded series 

Boon will still be 
nursing a sore shoulder 
from the nasty bouncer 
Small greeted him 
with—with accuracy to 
pick up three wickets 
Things went pretty 
much the same way 
when England came in 
to bat too Terry 
Alderman sending one 
through straight to 
catch Grahain Gooch 
plumb m front off just 
the third ball of the 
innings England 
naught for one' But with 

If there’s going to be one 
happy Aussie when the 
Qwtas flight takes off 
from Heathrow, it’s 
going to be Allan Border 


1 and escape with a draw 







Gower deciding: that he 
wanted no part of 
Johnny Douglas’ fame 
(") and stroking 
elegantly to 79, England 
were somewhat inching 
their way out of hot 
Welter when the 
Alderman-Ijiwson 
combination plunged 
them right back in 
Gower gone and a 100 
runs yet to get to avoid 
the follow-on' 

And in walked 
Gladstone Small 
Refusing to allow the 
tremendous hype of the 
Aussie fast bowling 
attack shackle him. 
Small played every ball 


SCOREBOARD 


AUSTRALIA 



Aussie celebrations as yet another English 
wicket falls, but it didn’t happen often enough 


on merit and 
singlehandedly g^uided 
England past the dangrer 
mark Even the loss of 
Derek Pringle, who was 
staging a fightback of 
his own at the other end, 
didn’t faze Small as he 
inspired the rest of his 
partners to hang in 
there By the time 
Australia finally broke 
through, England were 
still 183 behind but 
still alive ana kicking 
With yet another 
chance of victory 
looking him m the face. 
Border was faced with a 
tough decision To rattle 
up a few quick runs and 
give his bowlers a full 
day to chip away at the 
English defence, or put 
on enough runs to 
assure himself of a 


(First Innings) 

Geoff Marsh c Igglesden b Small 17 
Mark Taylor c Russell b Igglesden 71 
David Boon c Atherton b Small 46 
Allan Borders Russell b Capel 76 
Dean Jones c Gower b Small 122 
Steve Waugh b Igglesden 14 
Ian Healy c Russell b Prmgle 44 
Trevor Hohns c Russell o Pringle 30 
Merv Hughes Ibw Pringle 21 
Geoff Lawson b Pnngle 2 
Terry Alderman not out 6 
Extras (b-1, lb-9, nb-9) 19 
Total 468 
Bowling 

Gladstone Small 40-8-141 -3 
Alan Igglesden 24-2-91-2 
Derek Pringle 24 3-6-70-4 
David Capel 16-2-66-1 
Nick Cook 25-6-78-0 
Mike Atherton 1-0-10-0 
Graham Gooch 2-1-2-0 


(Second Innings) 

Ibw Igglesden 4 
c Russell b Small 48 
run out 37 
not out 51 
b Capel 50 
not out 7 


Extras (b-2. lb-7. nb-l3) 22 
Total (for four wickets 
declared) 219 
20-4-57-1 
13-1-55-1 
16-0-53-0 
8-0-35-1 
6 - 2 - 10-0 


ENGLAND 
(First Innings) 

Graham Gooch Ibw Alderman 0 

John Stephenson c Waugh b Alderman 25 

Mike Atherton c Healy b Hughes 12 

Robin Smith b Lawson 11 

David Gower c Healy b Alderman 79 

David Capel Ibw Alderman 4 

Jack Russell c Healy b Alderman 12 

Derek Pringle c Taylor b Hohns 27 

Gladstone Small c Jones b Lawson 59 

Nick Cook c Jones b Lawson 31 

Alan Igglesden not out 2 

Exlias (b-2, lb-7, w-1. nb-13) 23 

Total 285 

Bowling 

Teiry Alderman 27-7-66-5 
Geotf Lawson 291-9-85-3 
Merv Hughes 23-3-84-1 
Trevor Hohns 10-1-30-1 
Steve Waugh 3-0-11-0 


(Second Innings) 

c and b Alderman 10 
low Alderman 11 
bLawson 14 
not out 77 

c Waugh b Lawson 7 
c Taylor b Hohns 17 
not out 0 


Extras (lb-1,w-1,nb-5)7 
Total (for five wickets) 143 

13-3-30-2 

151-2-41-2 

8-2-34-0 

10-2-37-1 


tio-loss bituation He 
opted for the second 
Batting right through 
the final morning and 
extending his lead to 
402, Border gave his 
hitmen—Alderman, 
Lawson and Hughes- a 
minimum of 67 overs to 
scuttle the English and 
make it 5-0 
But that was where 
the divine tissistance 
stepped in With 
Alderman and Lawson 
already having helped 
themselves to two 
wickets apiece and 
Hohns chipping in with 
one, Australia were just 
preparing for the kill 
when the sun ducked 
behind the clouds and 
offered the Englishmen 
the escape chute of bad 
hght Reeling at 143 for 
5 after the 46 1 overs of 
play that was possible, 
one can just surmise 
what might have 
happened if the light 
conditions had held out 
But Border and his 
men aren’t complaimng 
A 4-0 margpn is as 
gratifying as 5-0 
ACoiTMpoiMient 
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DEAN JONES 

If Mderman and Lawson led the bowling department of the 
Aussies. then Mark Taylor and Dean Jones were the batting duo 
of the series. Jones s century in the Sixth Test assured the 
Australians of becoming the first country to score over 400 in 
eight successive first innings on tour. 








Todd Shields samples the highlands air and traces the paths leading to thp 


HE insistent, 
cheerful beat 
of African 
pop music 
blares flrom 
cheap 
speakers at 
the Jubilee 
General 
Store, while tailors work 
the treadles of their 
ancient sewing 
machines on the 
pavement A cow 
wanders up the street, a 
tribesman with 
distended earlobe loiters 
in front of the Original 
Hotel 

The sun is shining 
after a chill and damp 
mormng, the simple 
shops look bright and 
clean in the clear 
highlands air It is a 
typical day in Kapsabet, 
a one-street market 
town, like any other in 
rural Kenya Atypical 
day in an unexceptional 
place—if it was not home 
to many of the world’s 
fmest athletes 

The first to appear is a 
world record-holder and 
Olympic silver 
m^allist He introduces 
his ftiend, the 
Mercedes-dnving 
winner of international 
marathons A few 
minutes later, and an 
Olympic gold medallist 
appears Earlier that 
day the three had been 
out running with 
another local, another 
Olympian Now they are 
relaxing in their home 
town 

The region, a 
patchwork of thatched 
huts, vegetable plots and 
yellow-green maize 
fields, has bred more 
than its share of 
athletes A few miles to 
the north of Kapsabet is 
the village where Kip 
Keino, the legendary 
middle-distance man, 
grew up 
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i^art of a great athletic nation 










Peter Koech broke 
the 11'year world 
record of Henry Rono 
in the SOOOm 
steeplechase 


Further on, past 
Eldoret, the region’s 
main town up in the 
Cherengani Hills, is the 
home of a younger man, 
another Olympic gold 
medallist A few miles 
from there, perched on 
the edge of the great Rift 
Valley, is a secondary 
school that saw nine old 
boys take part in the 
Seoul Olympics 

It IS an unpaialleled 
concentration of 
top-flight runners, a 
constellation of talent 
weaned in a peasant 
disti ict of a Third Woi Id 
nation The athletes are 
world-beaters and the 
young runnels 
following them ptomise 
to be the same "It is 
astounding, isn’t it*^” 

Thespeakei isColm 
O'Connell, an lush 
priest who has coached 
the region’s athletes foi 
more than a decade As 
much as anyone he is 
1 esponsible for the 
emergence of the 
Western Highlands’ 
middle and 

long-distance athletes 
1 ake most othei s he is 
mystified at what the 
legion has achieved “1 
don t think anybody can 
explain it ’ 

Kenyan i miners took 
14 track medals at the 
Mexico City and Munich 
Olympics, including 
Keino’s two golds and 
two silvers Kenya 
)oined boycotts of the 
next two Olympics and 
won only 1 wo ti ack 
medals at the 1984 Los 
Angeles Games Seoul 
sawa staithng 
lesui gence, with the 
country s athletes 
taking medals in eveiy 
race ft om 800 mcties to 
the maiathon, four 
golds two silvei s and a 
bronze 

P Poi f ormances since 
§the Olympics reaffirm 
§ the dominance Paul 


Ereng, the Seoul 800m 
champion, has broken 
Sebastian Coe's world 
indoor record and lost 
just once at this 
distance Peter Koech 
needed the third fastest 
time ever to take a silver 
medal in the 3,000m 
steeplechase at Seoul 
On 3 July in Stockholm 
he broke the 11-year 
world record, held by 
another Kenyan The 
fastest man in the world 
ovei 5,000m this yeai is 
a Kenyan, the 
previously unknown 
Yobes Ondieki 


O'Coi^ell, an 
IrraiatsiMe 

•iay 

alwayasay/M 

mesaayoiir 



■ 'ganii^’' 


No one can with 
certainty explain the 
success But one key 
seems to be 

demonstrated each day 
along the highland 
roads Everywhere in 
the region the easy and 
economic stride of the 
longdistance runnei is 
on display, but not by 
athletes in training— in 
these rural 

communities, running 
IS the usual mode of 
transport 

The success attracts a 
stream of visitor s 
Brother O Connell, an 
irrepressible enthusiast. 
says ’ People always 
say ’Let me see youi 
programme ’ The great 
thing IS, there is no 
programme Flexibility 





is the name of the 
game ” O'Connell claims 
to have learned from the 
athletes as he went 
along 

The low-pressure 
tactics apply equally to 
the Kenyans’ 
international 
performances For 
athletes who win with 
such relentless 
regularity, they are 
1 cniarkably relaxed 
.ibout victory and defeat 
With us. It is OK— if 
vou don’t do it today 
vou 11 do well 
tomorrow,’ Koech says 

The refusal to be 
traumatised by losing 
1 educes the pressure of 
top-level competition It 
makes the Kenyans 
more formidable over a 
season or over a set of 
1 aces, such as Olympic 
heats In other words, 
they recover well 'If 
you win or lose, you still 
have time to ti am and 
win tomorrow,” Rono 
says 

Koech gives young 
runners track shoes and 
sports bags, and 
dispenses training 
advice It is through 
these small transactions 
that the torch is passed, 
to those too young to 
know Kip Keino but 
already veterans of 
international 
competition 

At the barefoot 
simplicity of a primary 
school meeting there is 
no gun to start the 
events Instead, Jacob 
Ipara, a teacher, claps 
two boards sharply 
togethei to begin each 
event After the last race 
he looks at the gaggle of 
childien gathered for 
the prize-giving Still 
scanning the group, he 
allows himself a small 
smile "We might have a 
few Kip Keinos here,” he 
says 


*V HISDLE> 






















BOOK EXTRACT 


PROLOGLi: 


My ileUher took mo to a aboe atore when I was twelve 
Iwaauaed to people miataking me for a boy 
I waa the last girl in my claaa to get her period, 
and as for a figure, forget it 

"Scout, 'an old lady once called me 
Scout, could you help me acroaa the street"^’ 

Thia time I aaw myaelfin a full-length mirror and 
atarted crying 

Bigcalvea Big ears Big feet 
‘I’m always going to look like a boy, ’ 1 cried 
My father had to hustle me out of the store 
‘Don’t worry,’he told me ‘You’re a late bloomer I 
can tell you ’re going to be pretty when you grow up ' 
My father also told me about tennis 
Told me to play aggressively 
Lake a boy 
I already did 
Rush the net 
Put it past them 
Take a chance Invent shots 
He told me I would win Wimbledon some day 
I beheved that part 


WHATS IN A NAME 


fllHEY named me Martina, the femimne form of the 
X mountam lodg^e where I waa conceived Althougrh 
I have a cousin named Martin, it waa not a common 
name for a man m Czechoslovakia, and Martina waa 
pretty exotic, too Now, I am told. Martina is a much 
more popular name than it used to be 

In the Czech lan^age. every ^rl takes the 
femimne ending' ‘ova’ after her father’s family name, 
and later she takes the same ending after her 
husband’s So for the first ten years of my life 1 was 
Martina Subertova 

Later my mother married Mirek Navratil 

I was so happy to have a father, but I felt sorry for 
him because some people who knew me as Martina 
Subertova thought his last name was Subert When I 
was ten, 1 changed my name to Navratilova 

My new name was pronounced with the accent on 
both the a’s— Nav-RAH-tee-low-VAH —although 
you’d never know it by the way it’s pronounced m 
the West People began saying NA V-rab-ti-LOW-vab, 
makmg me sound like an Italian coimtess Now it's 
too late to g;et it right I’ll settle for the Italian 
pronunciation rather than the way they used to 
botch it at Wimbledon, where they’d be calhng 
everybody else Miss This and Mrs Tlxat and I’d be 
TJmmm Martina ’ At least until I’d won it a few 
tunes, but they still mess it up sometimes 

I’m proud that Mirek Navratil’s family name is 
embossed on the trophies from Wimbledon and the 
other tournaments I have won He was a father to 
me m every sense of the word, and it was his energy, 
his enthusiasm, that gave me my chance in temiis 


Being 

Myself 



In her book Being 
Myself, written with 
George Vecsey, 
Martina Navratilova 
talks about her real 
father; her first trip to 
USA; and her 
‘superwoman’ image 


















HAVE to laugh sometimes 


when people suggest that 1 


some superhuman and should be 
barred from playing the 
women’s tour Where were these 
when I was the didni^est 
.^^m^HM^to^mchocaovakia, 


^'^>'’iirw3»f^^lhrearm8. nature 
’^ve me part of them, but the 
other part I found m the gym one 
day, right next to the weight 
machine It’s amazing what you 
might find if you work out a 
little Besides, there is no rule 
that says opponents have to be 
Of weight I mean, 
tennis isn’t boxing. 

It were, I would have been in a class of my own 
when I first started playing, pipsqueakweight I 
was so much smaller than the other girls. We have 
pictures of me that show this scrawny little thing, 
all ears and feet, standing in the shadow of a 
well-proportioned young woman, my head barely up 
to her chest 

I remember one time the committee didn’t want to 
let me play m the twelve-and-under tournament 
because I was only nine years old I had to get 
medical permission frcnnnurdp^lMtevIooQli/ 
enter. But I got pii i 

id m the tkUfls 1 beat a twelve-year-old 
who towered over me, 8-1,6-4 


Nowadays I’m the Goliath, but m those days 
nobody was organizing any committees to make 
things more equitable for skinny httle girls like 
Martina You played who you had to play, and you 
learned to survive 






COMING TO AMERICA 


<¥'M going to America'’ 

I The girl next to me pretended not to 
hear Our teacher did not like talking in 
class 

‘I said I’m going to America'’ 

She smiled at me patromzmgly, either to 
shut me up or because she didn’t believe me 
I almost didn’t believe it myself I was going 
to see Katharine Hepburn and Spencer 
Tracy walking down Fifth Avenue, Ginger 
Rogers and Fred Astaire dancing down 
Collins Avenue 

I was also going to play tennis against 
Chris Evert and Evonne Goolagong That 
was the most amazing 
par t of it all After 1 had Jjr 

won t he Czec h /m 

championships in 1972 fw 

and the indoor Jh 

tournament m England. ffi 

the Czech federation had K 

decided to let me and wi 

Ma 1 la Neuman i lova play 
the US winter circuit 
early in 1973 

I was a bkiiiriy little 
kicL^heii 1 left for the 
States Ever since I was 
twelve I had always 
eaten a lot and could eat 
more than my 

father without gainmg an ounce I was all 
musc'le and bone, as skinny as a stick Prut, 
my father called me—‘Stick’- before 
changing it to Pluto 

Here in the New World. I soon discovered 
pizza, haniburgers, steak, french fries, 
pancakes, cereal I’d see a fast-food 
restaurant and I couldn’t resist sampling 
the wares Big Macs Whoppers The 
International House of Pancakes Howard 
Johnson, hum’s, Wendy’s It’s a stale joke 
now, but people used to say I was on a 
‘see-food’ diet Any food I could see. I’d eat 

My metabolism just couldn’t get all that 
meat organized, and it went straight to my 
waistline and jowls Olga Morozova, the 
Russian player, came up ‘jo Hinghani the 
third week of the tour I knew her from the 
Communist tourhament in Budapest the 
year before, a really nice person She looked 
at me and didn't say a word, just puffed out 
her cheeks 

I thought. What’s her problem’ I thought 
I looked good I was finally filling out 
Martina gets a figure I thought I looked 
more like a woman because I wasn’t so 
muscular any more I felt more feminine So 
I didn’t take the hint and kept on Big 
Macking my way across America, right to 


* I 

m 



Akron, where the new, curvaceous Martina was 
matched in the first i ound w ith a player only a 
couple of years oldei 

Her name was Chi istine Mane Evert 



Martina Navratilova circa 1978 


THE IMAGE PROBLEM 


T HKHE icmIIv is.in iniaf<<* pioblcm My fiir'iitls 
will),ue honest vnth ini say they sit in the stands 
. 111(1 heal pi'ople lootint’afiainst me liec.luse oi my 
s( xnaht \ ()ne fi a iidsaid he* heal d a woman rcKjInifi 
foi Chi is.it the US OjMMi tiiials in 108 i Sht \v.is 
.sJioiitini' Comi iiiCt is I w.iiit a leal viomaii to 
win Th.it stoobiid bei ause thcieaie som.uiy ^(Mid 
H'.isons lu'heel foi Chiisonhei owiiineiits 
M\ imai>ede!nntelv hints meat ♦linos It w.is no 
a(( ident th.it I was nevi i on thecovei ol .S/xiits 
///iisfi.itiY/until I won the lOH.i US Open I had 
alie.idv won (Wi i \ thnif> idse in tennis bin t he 
eoi {xn.ite bif^ shots would lafliei ha\( .i model in a 
bathine suit on thecovei Ilian tin best W'oman 
tennis pl.iyeis in the wot Id Ijecanse t hey sidl then 
nuifja/nie to men .ind they think they know what 
sells 

Ol take Spoils ///iisti.i/etrs Sjjoi tswoman oi 
Spoi tsmall ol t hi Yeai honoiii In 108.3 1 won tin in* 
of theloui eieiits in the Gi.iiid Slum losing only one 
in.iti h all yeai but they gave the top aw aid to Mai y 
Uei k(‘i theliaikstai Nothing .ig.unst Mai y 
IJetkei a fant.istii athlete who h.id a great season 
but I thought they < ould have given it to me )ust as 
well 


HER REAL FATHER 


W HEN I was (*ight, my fathei stopped coming 
altogethei I didn t leally thing’iiiuch about it 
iH'eause 1 liad a new fathei living in the house with 
me taking me aiound, te>a( hing me tennis, giving 
me .ill till' love and discipline that a lathei should 
give 



Martina (right) with her friend and physical 
instructress Nancy Lieberman Liberman, a former 
well known basketball player, was responsible in 
many ways foi the creation of muscled Martina 
I leal nod of my real father’s death in a roundaboiit 
way In Czechoslovakia, when someone dies we have 
a custom of sending a funeral announcement, called 
a pa; to, with a black border around it When I was 
around ten oi eleven years old, we got a partem the 
mail announcing my grandfather Subert’s death 1 
wasn t that close to my gi andfather, so I started 
asking my mother some questions about him and 
also alxiut my lather 

'Oh your fathei died a few years ago,’ my mothei 
told me, ‘He had a stomach operation and he died ' 

I don’t ipcall ciying at the news of my real father’s 
death It explained why he hadn’t eomt to see me 
lately but I did think it was strange that my mother 
hadn’t told me 

1 didn’t learn the real story until 1 was 









Iwenly-tiiroe and my parents moved to the States for 
a few months It was the shook of learning of my 
relationslup with Rita Mae Brown tliat caused them 
to tell me how mv i oal father died They decided I 
had a major chai acter flaw and predicted a bad end 
forme 

We woie in iny new house ni Chai lottesville, 
Virginia having a good old-fashioned family 
conversation, just like lots of othei families 
You're sick, my fathei told me 
You're so emotional you i e going to end up just 
like your father, my mother said 
‘What's that supposed to mean*^' I asked 
They looked at each other for a moment, and then 
the words came tumbling out They said my real 
father had been a very mercurial pet son who would 
ojien up to people become their best friend after five 
minutes, trust them and do things for them, and if 
anything went wrong he would be hurt He 
Buffered from excessive highs and lows, just like 


me they said, and that’s why eomarntted 
suicide 

It was the first I had heard about this My real 
father had alw'ays been a shadowy figure to me a 
man who disappc>ai ed into the mists like some of out 
legendary snow apparitions in the Krkonose 
Mountains Now in the middle of a raging 
argument at the age of twenty-three, 1 found out he 
had leniai i led divorced, had a stomach operation, 
and, when the woman he was iii love with came to 
the' hospital to tell him she was leaving him for 
anothei man he committed suicide in the hospital 
Now they wei i' convinced I would do the same 

Well, it s not in my plans ' 1 told them 

1 guess I ve inheritod some of my t eal fathei's 
vulneiability iii tiusting pcxiple I m getting toiiglun 
but I don t want to get cynic<il eitliei 1 ve bt>en hui t 
but I've also kc'fit most of my f i lends and 1 
certainly don t intend to I'omnnt suicide ovoi the few 
low points in mv hie 

I nitcuid to die at a vci y old age And by that t ime 1 
exjjcct to have a c-ollege deg i c*e, a lot moi e 
championships, maybe a c hild and a tew c'areei s 
after tennis It’s my fathei told me i malete 
bloomci 


EVOLUTION VS CREATION 


I WAS raised a basic' agnostic I believe theic’s 
something out there but I don t bc'lieve in the 
Adam and Eve theoi y 1 was bought up on the 
Darwin theory of evolution it just makc's sense 1 
believe there are supernatural forces we don't 
understand, and sometimes I feel my grandmother 
IS reall.y close .and I Icxik foi wai d to seeing hei 
again but I have a hard time bc-lieving in heaven 
and hell 

1 cxiuldn’t help noticing how many Amei leans said 
grace before meals, prayed on television, can led 
Bibles with them I had thought Aniei u ans were 
way ahead in scienc'e, so I was sui prised to set* 
religion so strong Amen icans can build computers 
that put men on tlie nnxm but they still say then 
pi ayers every day, not just on Sunday I still don’t 
know if it’s t he i omantic in Americans, the belief in 
religion 

Now that 1 live here I heai so much about this 
born-again stuff I was talking with a friend of mine 
and she was danr ing around in lobes, going to 
church four times a week 1 believe it’s one thing to 
be leligious and another thing to flaunt it in people's 
faces Schcxil prayer - do item your own time In 
California, a Baptist schcml cancelled a basketball 
game with a Catholic school How i idieiilous can 
you get' 

To me, religion is fine in mcxleration But this ‘My 
Godisbettei than your God attitude really causes 
problems 

Being Myself Wntten by Martina Navratilova and George 
Vecsey, published by Collins, London and distributed m 
India by Manne Sport, Bombay 



IFA SANCTIONS... 


REFEREE SUVARNA 


T he liKijan 

FcKitball 

has opaiiod d 
l*dnd(jia’b 
bf)x Its 

saiif .iR.unst the 
foaOies ruid DffioidlB of 
Mohdniniedan HfX)rtmg 
and M(>lum Bagan, and 
tht lOcieoHuvaina and 
liiiesnian BhoJanath 
Duttd ol the match 
between the two clubs m 
thisveai s An lines Gold 
Cup tournament could 
lecoil and maul badly 
th( Ixxly of the oldest 
Shite Asscx'idtion in the 
country And while 
licking Its wounds, the 
IFA eould be i uing at 
leisuie the steps it Uxik 
in impi udent haste 
Li't’seonsidoi the 
provcK-ation foi the 
sanctions The two 
giants of Calcutta arc 
alleged to have come to 
an understanding and 
drawn the match so as to 
knock out Ihinjab State 
Elect 1 leity Boai d (PSKB) 
from the rac-efoi a 
semi linals berth 
H<*i(' it niustbi* 
pointed out that the 
allegations wei c* 
published in the 
Calc utld dailies only the 
day after the match 
Whii h lends cr edence to 
the view that even the 
Press got to t)c> awaie of 
or at le.ist lent weight to 
the t hai ges only d unrig 
orattei t lie rigged 
m.ih h Maybe the two 
stoppag sin the second 
hall wi ■*! missiles weie 
thiown >11 to the field 
and poll e li ui to be 
i alien ti restoie 
coiiditK ns fit loi play 
I also m ide the Pi ess 
I bel ,1 ' e tliei e would be no 
I SI. !• .1,1 ‘without liire 


Some of the news men 
tried to find out after the 
match from referee M G 
Su Varna, the honorary 
secretary of the Bombay 
Referees Asscxiiation, 
his opinion about the 
match, about it being 
aboveboard Perhaps 
that was the fii st 
inkling that Suvai na 
had that there was 
somethings miss He 
had furthei hints the 
next day when after he 
had submitted his report 
on the match, he was 
asked by tlie IFA if the 
match had been rigged 
Three days latei, 22 
May 1980 Suvarna 
hea r d again f r om t he 
IFA He was requested to 
cxr-operate to take 
measur es against 


tendencies of 
participating teams to 
ng matches Suvarna 
replied the next day that 
he had performed his 
duty by conducting the 
match according to the 
laws of the game, that he 
was unaware of any 
manipulation and that 
there w'as nothing 
uncommon about the 
scoreline to make him 
suspect anything was 
unusual 

The IFA appointed a 
thi’ee- man commission 
of inquiry On his 
return from Calcutta 
aftei the tournament, 
Suvai na had mentioned 
that pressmen, had met 
him aftei the concerned 
match to get his views 
on the allegations of 


ngging He knew 
nothing of the alleged 
ngging and plainly said 
so 

Surprisingly, the 
three-man commission 
called several to depose, 
but did not summon 
Suvarna Maybe it was 
because he had to be 
called all the way from 
Bombay to Calcutta Oi 
maybe the commission i 

members were 
convinced that Suvarna 
would not be able to 
thi ow any light on the 
case or add to the 
evidence, because he was 

The Mohammedan 
SC-Mohun Bagan rigged 
match Referee Suvarna 
watches as Sishir Ghosh 
(nght) and Vijay Kumar 
shake hands 
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DEEPLY HURT 



not in the know of the 
poingrs-on in Calcutta 
football 

Su varna sweai s by his 
ignorance of any deal 
between the officials and 
I ixiaches of the clubs, of 
^ which he learnt 
later from colleagues 
.’lid friends who had 
tra hered the 
information from the 
Bengali and English 
press 

An interesting point 
ui retrospect is how the 
.xjsting lor the match 
was done From the 
panel of i2 referees, 
Bombay’s ex-FIFA 
Referees S Shettywas 
appointed to handle the 
match Suvarnadrew 
the posting body’s 
attention to Shettynot 
having come to Calcutta 
The organisers wanted 
Suvarna to fill m for 
Shetty, but Suvarna said 
that, as he had done the 
East Bengal-Salgaocar 
match the previous day, 
he may be excused and 
someone else from the 
' panel be given 


nomination for the 
matc'h 

That wa.s in the 
morning But. in the 
afternoon, an hour 
before the kick-off. the 
organisers pleaded with 
Suvarna to referee the 
match, which could be a 
needle, explosive one 
Suvarna relented 

But this episode sort 
of confirmed that it 
would not be an easy 
match, as would be any 
“arranged” match And 
Suvarna never had 
occasion to feel there 
was anything devious 
about the proceedings 

And now Suvarna has 
Ixien painted black by 
tne IF A, whose request 
to him to co-operate 
could be construed as 
undercurrent to give 
suitable evidence which 
his report on the match 
did not contain and so be 
as culpable as the charge 
of rigging, and the 
three-man commission 
that did not show the 
decency and courtesy of 
hearing him before 


The PSEB players leave 
the field 

putting in a report on 
the basis of which he has 
been barred Theveiy 
Cl edibility of the 
commission and its 
findings have been 
eroded as a result 
Suvai na has been hurt 
deeply Over the years, 
especially in the last 
decade, he has built up a 
reputation as an able, 
upright referee And it 
is this reputation of 
enforcing the laws of the 
game regardless of the 
status of the players that 
had earned him 
invitations from 
organisers of major 
tournaments all over the 
country 
The aggrieved 
Suvarna may send to the 
Federation 
Internationale de 
Football Association, as 
he IS a member of the 
FIFA panel of referees, 
and to the Asian Football 
Confederation, who had 
assigned him for the 
tr'urnament and 


matches, to the All-India 
Football Federation and 
to the Western India 
Football Association 
copies of the match 
report he had submitted, 
the coi respondcnoe 
between the IPA and 
himself, the Press 
clippmgs and the 
relevant incidents that 
have led to the 
unjustified sanctions 
against him He will ask 
FIFA, AFC. AIFFand 
WIFA to repaii the 
damage done him by the 
lIi'A and restore his fair, 
good name 
It will be pertinent to 
remember that when 
West Germany and 
Austria contrived to 
eliminate Algeria from 
the second phase of the 
1982 World Cup FIFA 
did not hold the referee 
responsible Nor when 
Karnataka's runaway 
6—O win over a 
colluding Bihar in the 
Quilon National 
Championship last year 
was investigated, did the 
AIFF pass any stricture 
against the releree of the 
match Nor had the IFA 
against referees of 
matches in winch over a 
hundred goals were 
scored in junior division 
matches of the Calcutta 
League some years ago 
Nor have the IFA all 
these years done 
anytlnng to stop the 
tendencies of 
participating teams to 
fix up matches 
Even when the big, 
fancied clubs win or 
draw by late goals 
through the courtesy of 
smaller clubs, a fact that 
was blurted out bluntly 
by the respected 
president of one of the 
big clubs who have tf) 
find huge amounts not 
only to pay then stars 
I but also some to “buy 
points” from smaller 
clubs 
K.B.IUrMi 


SI 



athletics diary^ 



Aouila Sets A New 



AID AOUITA 
of Morocco 
sliced 1 7 
seconds off 
Henry Rono’s 
11-year-old 
3,000 metres 
world record 
at the grand 
prix meetmg m Cologne 
On a day when the 
temperature peaked at 
32C, the remarkable 
Aouita stung by his dis¬ 
appointing Olympic per¬ 
formances last year, 
emphasised that he still 
has much to offer, even 
if, by his own admission 
it does not get any easier 
with age 

The longevity of 
Rono s record had al¬ 
ways been the testimony 
of its quality But as 
Aomta sped away with 
two laps remaining (he 
was timed at 3 min 
46 50 sec at 1500m), the 
arrogance of old re¬ 
appeared 

Urged on by the dis¬ 
appointingly small 
crowd, Aouita’s exuber¬ 
ant last lap gained its 
just reward when he 
clocked 7min 29 453ec, 
to erase the longest 
standing individual 
track record 
It was Aouita’s '^fth 
world record, and he 
also owns the world best 
time for two miles “I 
hke the track here I 
wanted one more world 
record,” he said 
“I knew three days ago 
that I was gomg to do it 
This was the hardest one 
I’ve ever had to break, 
even though over the 
distance my times have 

Said Aouita: has broken 
the 1 l-year world record 
of Henry Rono in the 
3000m 













iVoild Reconl 



*1 knew three days ago 
that! was going to do it. 
This was the hardest 
one Tve ever had to 
break, even thouc^ over 
the distance my times 
have got better and 
better’—Aouita 


got better and better 


Da Silva: Bradllan 
sprinlhia tiara 


I T IS easy to lose Rob¬ 
son da Silva among the 
posse of Umted States 
sprinters on the circuit 
He is tall, black, relaxed, 
casually amiable Until 
he gets on the track 
Then the Brazilian 
stands out, if not by a 
mile then by a good few 
metres 

For in an event which 
US athletes have practi¬ 
cally made their own—- 
the 200 metres—da Silva 
IS unbeaten since win¬ 
ning the Olympic bronze 
medal 

He leads the lAAF/Mo- 
bil grand prix rankings 
for the event, and even 
before Joe de Loach, the 
Olympic champion, 
went home injur^, he 
made little impression 
on da Silva Carl Lewis, 
second in Seoul, has not 
even tried The evidence 
18 that Lewis would not 
have fared much better 
The triple jump was 
the donunant athletics 
event in Brazil, with 
Olympic medals and 
world records for Adhe- 
mar da Silva (no rela¬ 
tion), Nelson Prudencio 
and Jao de Oliveira, un¬ 
til Joaquim Cruz came 
along, and won an 
Olympic 800 metres 
gold medal Now da Stl- 


Steve Ovett onoe again, 
a duel with Coe 

va IS showing the sprint¬ 
ing way, with four 
Brazilian records, two in 
the lOO metres and two 
in the 200 

But, like Cruz, he has 
gone to live in the US to 
continue the good work 
Oa Silva and his coach, 
Carlos Carvalheiro, have 
joined Cruz's coach, Luis 
de Oliveira, in San 
Diego, and da Silva has 
temporarily abandoned 
his administration stu¬ 
dies in Rio 

“I’ve only got a year 
left, and intend to go 
back, but I can’t say 
when, at the moment I 
think, there’s only a cer¬ 
tain period to be a sprin¬ 
ter (he 18 241 I have 
about SIX years left I 
never thought about 
being an athlete, until I 
went to the track with a 


schoolfriend 
"My Strength is the 
gradual progress I’ve 
made, improving eveiv 
year 1 thought I could 
get a medal last year in 
Seoul Which medal de¬ 
pended on if 1 could 1 un 
under 20 seconds, and I 
didn’t That’s my ambi¬ 
tion this year ” 


Cof'OvtttRtinitoii 


A SECOND race 
against Ovett - and 
certsunly their last is 
being planned for the 
McVities’ Challenge 
meeting at Crystal 
Palace on 15 September 
“As long as it's not a 
gimmick race. I’d be de¬ 
lighted to give Steve 
another chance,” Coe 
said "I don’t think we 
saw the real Ovett at 
Birmingham ” 

On that occasion Ovett 
embroiled himself in 


arguments with officials 
about money and be¬ 
came so distracted b.v it 
that he finished last but 
one in a race Coe won 
His close friends do not 
believe his performance 
was representative of his 
! true form 

The Ovett home near 
Annan in Scotland has 
been inundated with 
messages and letters of 
suppoit and he is an¬ 
xious for the chance to 
lespond to the goodwill 
at a major meeting 
Andy Noiman, the 
British Amateur Athle¬ 
tic Boaid’s promotions 
officer, whom Ovett ac¬ 
cused of offeiing him 
money to run in the 
AAA Championships, 
also promotes that meet¬ 
ing But he said “I can’t 
possibly get involved m 
arranging such a race 
but I wouldn t stand in 
the way of it ” 


CaiUMlian$tl|i|wiioff 
about diiiffs 


C ANADIAN oflicials 
were tipped off six 
months before Ben 
Johnson failed his 
Olympic steroid test that 
athletes at the sprinter’s 
track club used di ugs, a 
Canadian government 
inquiry heard in Toixm- 
to Tocently 

Rolf Lund, president 
of the Ontai lo Track and 
Field Association, testi¬ 
fied that he wrote a let¬ 
ter to senior Canadian 
officials in March 1988 
expressing his concein 
about the “coaching and 
training methods” usi-d 
by athletes training 
under Johnson’s coath, 
Charlie Francis 
Lund said he first lie- 
gan to notice dramatic 
physical changes in 
Francis’ sprinters in 
1985 which hfe sus¬ 
pected were caused by 
steroids J 
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TENNIS IN SOUTH AFRICA 


The ATP Backs Down 


OOI) un.tjv iniMiis fifjoil 
mom \ iii< itis ^>(x)cl 
bnsjjif’ss w hi( h otfUdls 
su( «‘ss 'I'hf A>>s(k idUori 
of Tennis F’rolc.ssion.'ils 
(ATP) fifit smait u-al 
Fast about im.if>i‘ Under pressuit* tlioy 
hdve< am el led tlieii two piojioHcd 
toui n.intents in South Atr ic d 
I Rout It At 1 jc a and spoi t is an old 
pi olili ni Ttie Men s Tennis C'ouneil 
(MT(')altliough Intel iiuttentlv f i itieised 
for it had ok.ived theholdinj* of a Cliand 
Ptix touriiariient in Johannesl)urf> some 
veaisaf’o Playing then'meant Ix'iuk 
added totlie UN s blai khst of sfxntsmeri 
wlio tiave t ont.uJ witliKA Mut no other 
punish ment 

When tlie ATP wtio will i un ttte tennis 
toui II'om nextye.ii lele.tsixt tlieir brand 
new much awaited supei dupei 
toui nament sc lic'dule for myoevtuyone 
ttioLighf SA would Ix’ fiiiallv of I the hst 
Surprise surprisi* not only had the 
ATP okayc*d the* .Joliannesbui g event 
thi>y added another one- at C'cTjX'towm foi 
gcxxl measure. Harriiii, some'sneer i.ig 
j Afrikaiims no-onc'was\ei.\ jileasc’d by 
that 

A ininor ptoblem aiose suttsc'quentlv 
Gentle hints were' dtopix-d that this 
deeisiori eould sciiousl\ aflc c t tennis 
futureiii theOlymjtK G.imc's inlait a 
toithioniing ICK’sc'ssion in Pucuto Hico 
Will piob.ibly ratily a pioposc'd i uleto 
Iran .my tennis player wltoicimpcaes in 
South Africa from lepiesentirig his 
t'ouriti V at the lOdiJ Bar c eloii.i Games 
(’oiiic ident.dly cu is that being unfair 
the ATP ret (ritlv called an impromptu 
piessconfmenc e in New’ Yoi k (August 
toie.uieelling botti Soutfi Aliiean events 
Why" Hi'i auseof moi.il and pi actu al 
c OIK Cl ns o\ c-i SA s apartlicucl policy 
V pay Ami iti <i) the ATP Pl.iyers 
(kaiiu il pic'sulent at least admitted that 
woi Id opinion against South Alt ica with 
a United Nationssam tion .ig.iinst the 
counti V puts pic'ssuieon the ATP 
Theic will howi'vei not be any 
I iisti IC tioiis un South Aft ic'ans playing 
tlitc’ircuit R.iid Ami itia) Werespixt 
the liec'dom of the individii.tl Moialitv is 
an incfividu.ilojunion Wec.in’l impose 
our inoialitv on an uidividu.il 

If mor.ility IS index'd the issue that the 
A'l’P is fl.iunting why indeed did they 
s.mc'tion those' two toui nainc'iits in the' 
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fir St plaoe'^ 

1 mage r emember*’' E nibarking on the 
first year of their tour the ATP. despite 
niucli hype, cannot step on too many fcx?s 
Not gocjd for business fellows 

South 
Africa s 

Tennis 
T ragedy 

I 'LL be the first to admit that in recent 
years, under international pressure, 
the South African tennis federation 
has made attempts to integrate the 
sport Still the body's efforts have been 
j'epeatedly stymied by apartheid laws 
that mandate segregated 
neighbourhoods, schools and public 
facilities This proves the impossibility of 
having normal sports within an 
abnormal society 

In fact, segregation still pervades most 
South African spoi ts At present dozens 
of white South African tennis players, 
male and female, are regulars at 
tournaments throughout the world But 
has anyone seen a single black face 
amongst thera*^ It South African tennis is 
so integrated, wouldn't at least one of the 
26 million blacks have made it to the 
satellite tour 

The answer is clear Most White tennis 
players live in affluent segregated 
suburbs, attend white-only schools with 
full fledged tennis programs, have acess 
to the best facilities, and have sufficient 
sponsorship and personal resources to 
develop their talents to the fullest 
Contrast that with the average black 
child growing up in a segregated ghetto 
My own case, frequently cited by 
advocates of tennis with South Africa is 
the rare exception I was born in 
Alexandra, a Johannesburg ghetto 
roughly one square mile in size with a 
population of more than 150,000 blacks, 
most of whom were mired in poverty 
Home for most of my childhood was a 






‘lack that measured 15 by 15 feet and 
itten housed more than a dozen people 
My father, the breadwinner. eai*ned 
about $10 a week as a menial labourer 
and was often arrested for the crime of 
being unemployed His pittance was 
scarcely enough to keep us alive much 
less pay for my schooling 
When I first stumbled upon tennis at 
age 13, there was no money to buy 
equipment, hire coaches or send me to 
local tournaments Only determination, 
the help of white friends and luck helped 
me overcome the apartheid-generate<i 
obstacles that could have prevented me 
fiom realising my potential A chance 
meeting with Stan Smith (while Smith 
was playing with doubles partner Bob 
Lutz at South Africa’s Ellis Park) finally 
gave me the opportunity my own country 


had so ruthlessly denied 
I wish to the remind the ATP that 
thousands of black boys and girls like me 
are still trapped in the ghettos of South 
Africa I taught tennis to many before I 
left in 1978 The only lacUities available 
to them were dilapidated courts with 
broken fences, torn nets and potholes 
Equipment consisted of warped rackets 
with broken strings and woi n tennis 
balls 

Until this gross inequity is 
redressed, the ATP has no business 
jeopardising the reputation of men's 
tennis by staging tournaments in South 
Africa 



(This in excerpt from an article published in the 
June 1989 issue of World Tennis maoazine) 




T he absence 
ol Cheema 
Okerie at 
tunes can be 
agonisiuf? for 
tile team and 
equally Irustratmg' for 
the fans The attack is 
ci ii)plf>d and ^^la aie at 
a pi eniHiin 
However in spite of a 
iwo-inatch ban on the 
Nigei lan. East Bengal 
e.ime out with a r lean 
chit and the tans aie 
CDiitent that even a 
inaiginal lead over first 
I nund leadei s Mohun 
H.igan s lould stand 

se 


them m good stead in 
the course of the 
mai athon senior 
division league 
Cheema was back in 
action and looking more 
ambitious Against 
Bengal-Nagpui Railway 
he made good use of a 
Kabir Bose floater With 
no opposition coming 
from the BNR oack four, 
Cheema clinically 
executed a header to 
remain on top of the 
scoring chart 
Conceding an early 
goal, one thought 
BNR’s confidence would 


erode considerably But. 
on the contrary, they did 
most of the juggling 
with the ball till the 
interval and also gave 
East Bengal the shudder 
on a couple of occasions 
The sudden fall in 
East Bengal’s flail was 
rather strange The 
quality and depth were 
missing Sunirmal 
Chakraborty made 
mistakes. Bikash Panji 
and Krishanu Dey added 
to the team’s misery and 
Yashpal was appallmgly 
slow And the 
railwaymen benefitted 


George Telegraph’s 
Joydeb Chakraborty 
intercepts KartickSett 

from the poor form and 
distui bed the defence 
But Ranjit Saha finally 
curbed BNR’s 
aspirations five minutes 
after resumption 
It looks as though 
Saha 18 on a goal scoring 
mission In seven 
outings he netted six 
and had squandered 
umpteen chances and in 
this match he was 
atrociously erratic on 
two occasions having 




keeper Tarun Das m the 
way But when Saha 
consolidated East 
Bengal's lead the rivals 
then played their backs 
to the wall and 
mercifully the result 
stayed 2-0 
And all this Kuljit 
Singfh was watching 
silently The Punjabi 
striker suddenly made 
his appearance and 
when he reported for 
practice coach P K 
Banerjee debarred him 
as there was no orders 


looked sluggish and 
unimaginative It was, 
perhaps, the home side s 
worst performance and 
the match could have 
ended in a 1-1 draw 
when a George striker 
instead of placing the 
ball, kicked straight into 
the keeper 

But the George citadel 
tell when then keeper 
misjudged a 
overlapping Aniruddha 
Koley centre and Ranjit 
Saha headed in 


vehemently criticised 
thejunioi playeisand 
then had a verbal duel 
with one ofticial Sishir 
Ghosh gave vent to his 
j feeling because of the 
I di aw which he squarely 
I blamed on the junior 
players Why blame 
j them‘d Why didn’t the 
I blame fall on the senior 
i plaveiswhoplaveda 
drawn match against 
Railway KC ’ 

I Ragan didn’t win 
' because they missed at 


Sengupta and Pradip 
Ghosh Bagan had 
pounded the Police 
defence ruthlessly, but 
failed to score Sishir 
Ghosh didn’t hesitate to 
blame the juniors of 
this But how many of 
them get a chance to 
play‘d And the three 
juniors who played in 
place of Pranab Mondol, 
Satyajit Chatterjee and 
Prasanta Banerjee were 
Subir Sinha (who played 
his first match in ten 
months) SanjibDutta 


from club authorities 
Bad patch for Kuljit 
Singh who had left for 
home in a huff without 
informing the club due 
to some property tangle j 
As it IS the club is quite 
annoyed and on top of 
that he has not clicked 
on the maidan But he’s 
hopeful 

The two meetings with 
George Telegraph, 
however were a different 
story altogether East 
Bengal beat them 
comprehensively in the 
first tie, but in their 
second appearance they 


A fter a goalless 
draw with Police 
AC, the Mohun Bagan 
skipper Sishii Ghosh 
had blown his top He 


I least SIX golden chances 
I The culprits of course, 
weiethe captain 
himself Sudip 
Chakralxiity Suktion 


(was fielded aftei a long 
gap) and Pradip Ghosh 
(never got to play a full 
match) Give the juniors 
more chance and then 
“xpcct better 
pel formances 

But Sishir Ghosh had, 
in the earlier tie against 
Tolly gunge Agragami, 

Mohun Bagan meets 
Polioe AC for the second 
time and both play a 
goalless draw (inset). 
Coach Amal Dutta, who 
obtained a stay order on 
the IFA suspension, 
angrily shouts at his 
players after the match 









broke the deadlock after 
the breathei His 
rasping volley curled 
past the ‘wall’ and 
keeper Hatan Das who. 
minutes later conceded 
another Satyajit 
Chattel jee con ectly 
lobbed the hall over the 
onrushiiig keeper 

A ryan's Sheikh 
Sikaiidei became 
the hero of his team 
when he scored against 
coach Nayeem s 
Mohammedan Spoi ting 
But it just wasn’t Ins day 


when Aryan met the 
same team for the 
second time Because of 
the ridiculous ban on 
Nayeem (and Bagan's 
Amal Dutta who 
obtained a stay oi der 
f I oin coui t) Iranian 
Jamshid Nasirri has 
been appointed 
temporary coach 

Being the first foreign 
cKidh of a club on the 
Calcutta maidan 
Jamshid made a fine 
beginning His 
Mohammedan SC beat 


Mohammedan SC 
Coach Jamshid Nasim 
with Pradip 
Talukdar and Vijay 
Kumar 

Aryan via a Debashis 
Mishra goal from top of 
the box Mishra had 
missed another and so 
didChibuzor But the 
team's victories has seen 
them crawl back to the 
third place thus far 
However, they stand no 
chance of making it to 
the top And with no 
pressure on them they 


should perform better 

Babu Mam was a 
menace and Mishra held 
the midfield brilliantly 
and the comeback of a 
revitalised Amit Bhadra 
in the deep defence put 
Mohammedan SC on a 
stronger footing Injury 
had been troubling 
Bhadra for a long time 
Mohammedan SC can 
now bank on him and 
perhaps concede less 
goals 

Subhnli Sarcar 
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AUSSIE COURAGE... 


KMIjESS Wilham Malavta 
who was also boi jj wjth 
K oiM'&hoitleg defu'sthc 

m odds bv pJaving c i ir kol 

soc'ioi voliovbali and 
tabli'-tpiiius ui Towiibvillt? 
In oiif' rt'cent ci icket match 
th('15-yeai-old Home Hill 

--High Sc ho<-)l student hit d4 

runs In anothi i game be snaied six wickets in 
an innings 

That was in ci u ket games tut my house, 
Inkerman, in the intei-s( hcKil compc'tition 
William said Ho liad a fibreglass suppoi t on In ■a 
short leg, and bats by placing the willow bat 
between his chin and shouldoi 

To boal he uses his good leg and propels t tie 
ball from between two toes William bowls with 
uncanny acc uracj/ and pace considering his 
disability People who watched William show Ins 
style during practice in a park stcxxl bew’ildered 
During an ovei he bowle d six delivei les on t he 
wicket and the other two gi azed past the stumps 
I love cricket and the ottier kids accept me 


which IS great I don t li cl tti.it I was dealt a bad 
caid in Iif(' h(>s<'i]d 

Hr* holds ttu* table tennis t).it ni his mouth 
kicks and luMCIbutts the soi rei and volleyballs 
and en|oys ,sk.itebo,ir fling 

His niotliei Mi s (jIot i.i M.ilayta said it w.is 
‘one of those things that Wilb.ni w.is boi n Aitti 
tlie disabilities Hisfnst live yeai s w'<*i e siH-nt at 
Townsville sCutbeiing.i Home, where h< ]f*aincd 
tocope with lile sbi'siid 

Willi.ini s( oii*-in 10 /f'ar-old Mark'I'.illis said 
he IS cliff if ult tf)g{*t out when tbc*y jil.n < r it kf*t It 
IS diiiazing tfiat Wilham (an do .nl those thing-. 

■uid Ilf never si'enis to c ornplani ciIkjuI anything 
He us just sfi happy Maiksaifl 

In IbH'l William tr elled to Bi isbaiie to w.itc h 
a't’est m.itf h andtliat lein.niisa Inghlight <>i Ins 
hie I still have tfmd meinoi les of all t hose gi e.it 
ciicketers he,said 

At Sf hfxil William wi ites anil ofjer at I s.t 
compulei with his leg aiifl doesn t feel he w ill 
have any tifiuble getting employment when thr* 
lime comes He w.ints to woi k in t he f omimtei 
ind'istiy 

"Si 








FITNESS 



What A Waist! 


H OW’KK volt fl<5ing 
with llu> woikout 
sn tai” Wevf been 
into it tor about 
thi(*<* weeks now- thoso 
of voii w ho ve got left tie- 
hind gel youi hands on 
the h.u'k issues- - and aie 
now cone out Pelting on 
tlifit troublesome spot 
tlie waist 

Having gone through 
one set of exercises foi 
the- waist l.ist week we 
now move onto anothoi 
set, wliieh are done sit¬ 
ting down Remenibei, 
tlie key woTCf with this 
woikout IS aerobic- 
' tliat moans with the 
help of ai I So keep brea- 
thing while you woik 
out 

Sitting down on the 
floor you can plonk 
vouiself onto youi towel 
if you find the giound 
tex) hard for your back¬ 
side spread your legs 
as far widr' as you can 
Then resisting the 
tendeney to ease off the 
strain on the groin by 
letting them slide elosei, 
touch the texjs of your 
right leg with your 
right hand while* throw¬ 
ing your li'lt hand over 
yr.ai head Henwmbei, 
we re working the waist, 
so the bend is always 
sideways Count to eight 
and then lepeat the 
same tiling on the other 
side this tune left hand 
going tor left toes while 
the iiglil hand gcH^sowr 
the head 

After doing tins to 
I ounts of eight on eithei 
side* lepeat vc'ith counts 
of SIX then lour and 
finally with four '•'iigle 

l CiUllts 


Okay, lots move onto 
the next one The legs 
haven t moved elos<*i 
have thoy'^ If they have 
got them spread out 
wide again belon* start¬ 
ing this bend from the 
waist, grabbing your 
light ankle with Ixith 
hands and trying to 
touch your heat! to your 
right knee Actually it’s 


the chest that should 
toui‘h thr* thigh, but tor 
now we 11 be happy with 
head to knee Keep the 
tension on foi a count of 
eight, then roach out 
with both palms and 
walk them across to 
your left side where you 
grab hold of your left 
ankle and repeat the en¬ 
tire eight count stioteh 



Walk across to the right 
and repeat for a count of 
eight and then back to 
the left to do another 
eight count 

Now sit up Ar‘e the 
legs still wide apart*^ 
Cheek it out will ya 
Can t let ourselves cheat 
on this can we*? Then, 
keeping tfie toes pointed 
awav from you, bend 
forward and try and 
touch your head to the 
flexn "iou can hold youi 
ankles and pull if that 
helps you any Listen, 
this IS damn tough so 
don’t get put off if all 
you can liend is a c-ouple 
of inches Ju.st kcxjp at it 
and you’ll eventually 
touch forehead to floor 
It’s worth the wait, be¬ 
lieve me Struggle lor a 
count of eight Ihen re¬ 
peal with the ankle 
flexed and the toes held 
towaid you 
Just one word heie 
it’s around this stage of 
the workout that people 
start getting disgusted 
with themselves aiid 
chuck it up It doesn’t 
matter if all you do is sit 
there and go through 
the motions pathetical¬ 
ly Normally all of us 
who cart a spare tyre 
around our waists will 
find another couple 
forming as we try to 
bend forwaid And all 
that fat gets in the way, 
right‘d Of course a stiff 
back—mostly heredit¬ 
ary-doesn’t improve 
matters But this is one 
exercise that requires 
patience and persever¬ 
ance Just exhale fully, 
allowing your ribcage to 
collapse, and keep stnv- 
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inf^ !ot till exlia inch ev¬ 
er y few davs Heloi e you 
I ealise it you 11 be doing 
things, that 11 make 
Nadia Comaneci and 
Mai y liOU Helton 
jealous' 

The last one in this set 
IS anothei killer Bring 
youi feet togethei, bend 
forward and try to touch 
your head to the knees 
Here again, be fore¬ 
warned exhale fully and 
give your spine time to 
gam lull flexibility 
Would c'eitamly help if 
you took some of those 
spaie tyies off too Hold 
the tension for a count of 
eight, relax and then re¬ 
peat for another count of 
eight A tip for all of us 
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'TTie Best Race Of My life" 


Shr*wd t«ctic»fincf dMIHMndd tf tding saw Sunita God’«r» finish «econd in th« Phuket Marathon 




UNIT A GOD'AH A has done it again Participating on a direct invitation, the 
cm rent national marathon champion won the silver medal—and a purse of Rs 
:i i OOG at the Phuket International Marathon. Thailand to become the first Indian 
ladv to vnn a plant'in an international marathon abroad after Asha AggarwaTs 
dream victor}’ in the 1985 Hong Kong Open 

Sportsworld } ou have been running regularly since 19H4 How is it that people have not heard 
ver\ mui h about you * 

God’arci Well that is for the media to decide All I can do is talk about myself I 
started i unning in 1983 after I came to Delhi to work as a Physical Education cum 
Yoga teachei at the Mother’s International School Every morning and evening, I 
would go lor long runs In '84 I saw the advertisement for the Rath Marathon and 
some ol us who used to stay in the Ashram attached to the school, decided to enter 
for the tun ol it Imagine my pleasant surprise when I actually won the race and 
thus qualified to run in the Boston Marathon 

H hat H'fli your performam e at the Boston Marathon ’ 

It was rathei indifferent really I developed a crack in my shin bone at about the 
35km mark I was in teirible pain But the encouraging shouts of the 
Cl owd - ‘Come on Indian lady’—gave me a lot of courage 1 somehow oi the othei 
managed to i un the last seven kilometers and finished the race 

H hat were your tactics for the Phuket Marathon ^ 

At a 49 52 1 was almost 17 minutes slower than the pre-race favourite Caroline 
Nasby ol Great Britain Jacleen of England, Yun Yulian of China, l,.ai Chu of Hong 
Kong and Colletui Stephens of Australia -all had career-best times bettei than 
1 line 1 lowevei, 1 was not unduly worried When my husband and 1 surveyed the 
c-oursi we found it was 70% hilly thus stamina would be the major deciding 
far toi To add to it was the humidity—OO*;! and the heat 90"?’ So I decided to stick 
with Caroline till the 20kma mark- by when I had calculated that she would start 
showing the strain of the local conditions 

W as your assessment < orrei t * 

Foi tunatcly yes Caroline and Jacleen were just tcKi scared of the conditions to go 
all out That s when Yun Yulian and I made a break We were together for about ten 
kilometers She then pulled ahead and was leading by about a kilometer at the 37 
kms mark I put niy all into it—being confident ol at least a second place finish bv 
then I made up about 600 meters and was only 400 meters behind at the finish 

How did you feel on finishing second^ 

1 was very excited and thrilled The roar of the crowd as 1 entered the stadium was 
something gi eat Beautnul music was playing over the public address system 
Aftei I finished the race, I kept dancing for alxiut five minutes' 

Don't sou think sour timing of 1 I 41 set s was rather slow"* 

No* leallv hi f^wt. I am certain I ran the best race of my life --equivalent to at least 
a 2 45 in tx'tter conditions As I said, the course was 70% hilly and the high 
tcmpci .dull* and humidity also resulted in slower times Steve Brace—the men’s 
wmnci tlcx licd 2 28 when hi is a 2 11 runner He is also the Pans Open winner 
Brai e t omniented af'tei the race- ‘the course was very difficult to run Too many 
hills So 1 am ac t ually veiy pleased with my effort 

U hat arc your immediate and long range plans'* 

1 tiope to be st'lei t( d to run for the country at the Asian Track and Field Meet in 
N A ember Dater. I will train for the Beijing Games 

VikramDutt 
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10 YOU EVER WONDER WHY INDIAN HOCKEY IS DOWN IN THE DUMPS? 


POLITICS 


IS ONE OF THE MAJOR REASONS FOR THIS? NOW KAPADIA 
INVESTIGATES THE LATEST POLITICKING IN THE INDIAN HOCKEY SET UP. 
EVERYTHING THAT IS PRESENTLY HAPPENING IN THE IHF REVEOLVES 
AROUND THE COMING ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS. 
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Is the three- - week conditioning camp for 
b2 hot key prohables .it Hang’dlore from 
September 7 JO lust an eyewash‘s Is the 
setec'tion of the 52 pi obables, an gvniiine 
went or part of ffiy election politicking'^ 
The aimweis to these quei les will reveal 
that i^cbterfiige intngue Mid pt'tty 
pohtu king dominate Indian Inx'key 
Nui tunng talent and foiging a medal 
winning national team seem to be of 
bubsidiai\ importance 

\ WIty a cama? Why now? 

T he Iitbl qvit'stion thdtdnsc's is why 
52 probables ’ ’ere splected ^oi the 
j BangnUjro camp*' Also what was the 


Action from the 
nationals held last 
month 


ThefintfiiiMtion 

ABfeAA aA aailnas 

nm MiMf li wny 
S2probiUesw«rt 
telMtedforttw 
Bangaloracamp? 
AhowlittwMaie 
mcenttyofacamp 
inSaptembar? 


necessity of a camp in September’ The 
Asia Cup (India’s next engagement) is 
from December 19-28 Moreover there 
have been a plethora of complaints by 
ex-internationals, Nandy Singh, Ajitpal 
Singh, Zafai’ Iqbal and M M Somaiyya 
that the players are fatigued due to 
excessive, long drawn out camps The 
reasons for this camp are mysterious, 
especially when one recalls that on the 
day of the final at Gwalior on August 5, 
national coach M P Ganesh categorically 
stated that the national players would 
get a prolonged rest He said, “We will 
not have a camp till either end of October 
or November Most of our top players 
have been playing hockey non-stop in 
















camps or international toui naments for 
four months and need a rest ” So how 
come the need has sudden ai isen for a 
camp in September 
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Why as many as 52 probables? 

A t the same nationals, Ganosh also 
said. ’I hav^potted several new 
faces at the nationals 1 will see that they 
are included and players in the main 
Indian squad and second stung team, 
who have not performed will be 
dropped ’ Yet none of the plaj ers fi om 
the two Indian squads have boon omitted 
The list of 52 pi obables c-ontains 31 
players from the two Inoian teams 
Included are all the 16 players who 
played in the Champions Ti ophy and 
Inter-Continental Trophy and the 15 
playeisof thesec'ond stung team, which 
played a four nation tournament in 
Barcelona, Spain 

The announcement of the probables 
was to be on the day of the final at 
Gwalioi Joui nalists waited eagerly for 
the list but in vain It was said that IHF 
pi esident, R Prasad had not come and 
hence the prabables, list could not be 
finalised Then on August 7 from Delhi, 
the IHF president said that the 
announcement of the list of probables for 
the national camp had been put off The 
reason stated was that the IHF wanted to 
consult the Sports Authoi ity of India 
(SAD officials on August 14 Ample tune 
for some politicking' 

Finally Pi asad dropped a bombshell 
He said. “We want to have a bigger camp 
say of 50 or 60 players and reduce the 
number to 30 later instead of having only 
30 right from the beginning That way 
our options would be open and we would 
have greater choice " If you re^ld between 
the linos there was obviously much more 
to this And surprisingly, Ganesh agreed 
to this proposal The incease in the 
numbers obviously meant an earlier 
camp to weed out the probables So the 
much needed rest period was also 
Ignored It now seems that Ganesh 
agreed to the II IF president's request, in 
order to protect certain playeis who he 
wanted in the national camp but who 
would not have made following the 
lop-sided nationals Ganesh felt if there 
were 52 players in the camp he could 
adjust his favourites in The extra 
numbers was also convenient for the 
Coach M P Qanesh had publicly said 
that players would get a break Yet a 
camp has been oall^ for Sept Why^ 
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different power blocs within the IHF, for 
they could now push favourites into the 
national camp 

The politics for the inclusion of extra 
players and an extra camp was 
considerable National coach Ganesh was 
under attack from the IHF selectors that 
several players from the Indian team 
.should be dropped Udham Singh, Balbir 
Singh (Services) and Gurdass felt that 
eight players from the Indian team for 
the Champions Trophy should be 
omitted They included Sanjeev Kumar, 
Vmod Chmappa, Kulajit Meetei, A B 
Subbiah and captain M P Singh It was 
also suggested that several players from 
the second string Indian team 
goalkeepers Harjender Smgh and 
Shailendra Singh, full back G S 
Poonacha, halfback K Uthaiahand 
forward B A Chengappa be excluded 

GflNESH'ifBSMS fHt atiP 

I N Ganesh’s list of 35 probables, most of 
the younger players, Sanjeev Kumar, 
Vmod Chmappa and Subbiah were 
included The IHF r“lectors argued that 
on the basis of the nationals, there were 


KnowMmistliit 
Ganeih agreed lo 
thelHFpresMMifs 
reqiieili to prated 
certain ptam he 
wantodmihe 
national camp. 


several players of better skill and 
potential Ganesh’s argument that youth 
should form the nucleus of the team did 
not find favour The ex-Olympians m the 
IHF feel that a young player should be 
blooded in the national team gradually 
Even the highly rated outside right 
Mukesh Kumar came under criticism It 
was felt that he had been plunged into 
the senior team too early 
Ex-Olympians Inam and Ashok Kumar 



felt Mukt'sli Kiiinai slioiiUl liavo own 
taken to a few touinainenlsasanextia 
playei wiithKI’ Sinuli oi Snlxxfli 
Kli.indek.u as tlu'le^ulai outside t mlit 
Tlieio ih too imu h juess'iieon Mukesti 
Kumai losiuieeiiasa \(mnf>sti’i He 
bliould tac e nil >11 i oinpetitioii whieli 
would in.ike him ment.illv toughei 
Now Ckinesh kept shessing tliat at. 
Mukebh Kumar was a woi Id clatss outside 


Punjab's Lakhwinder Singh (third 
trom right) in action against Bombay 
in this years national final 
Lakhwinder has opted out of national 
selection and wants to concentrate on 
his business A sad reflection on 
Indian hockey 

light, and noothei pla.\ei is loquiied lor 
that position The IlIP’ selectois weie now 
livid Ganesh’s shortlist meant that 


No scientific approach to selection 


A nother criticism against the 
IHF IS that there is no scientific 
attitude to selection One of the 
assistant national coaches, M K 
Kaushik feels, “we should always 
maintain a second string, j amor 
(under 19 yrs) and sub-juuior (under 
16 yrs) teams, as support to the 
national team We should follow 
Pakistan’s example If in a particular 
position a senior player is ageing or 
there is weakness in a position, 
emphasis should be to develop players 
to fill the weak spots This would be a 
scientific way Instead our selection is 
all ad hoc " 

Ex-Olympian Ashok Kumar is more 
specific 'Tf It IS felt that M P Singh is 
declining then groom ample junior 


players so they can compete, with the 
best being chosen for the Indian team 
Why select Mohammed Matloob, who 
IS basically a penalty corner specialist 
likeMP Singh, an average defender 
and not much younger*^ Why was 
Kailash Chand of U P a sound tackier 
with good recovery dropped He was a 
good left back The younger defenders 
chosen Harindra Singh (Bombay) and 
Sarabjit Singh (Universities) are both 
right backs, a position in which 
Pargat Singh is well established 
Similarly there is little competition for 
inside right Jude Felix and outside left 
Thoiba Singh At present our selection 
policy IS wayward Players are chosen 
at random, with IHF politics often 
being a criteria for selection " 


The SAI Officials 
felt strongly that 
Bombay ^yers 
should be 
considered and the 
IMF election politics 
ensured that the 
strone Punjab lobby 
had a big say in the 
selection of the 
probables. 
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either RP SmghorSubodhKhandekar 
would have been dropped if the probables 
list was to be 35 only So an impasse was 
reached As a compromise the probables 
list was increased It now became a 
matter of bargaining Ganesh wanted to 
include hia favourites in the camp, so the 
IHF selectors insisted that several other 
playei s from othei states, particularly 
finalists Bombay and Punjab be 
accommodated 

IHFELECnONSMIDTffi 
N 

T he SAI officials felt strongly that 
Bombay players should be 
considered, and the IHF election pohtics 
ensured that the strong Punjab lobby had 
a big say in the selection of the probables 
It 18 reliably learnt from IHF sources that 
Raj Kumar veteran hockey 
administrator of Punjab reached an 
agreement with IHF president R Prasad 
Raj Kumar has apparently assured 
Prasad of support in the forthcoming 
IHF president elections Previously, it 
was beheved that Raj Kumar and the 
Puryab lobby would support Delhi’s I M 
Mahajan for president Dharam Singh of 


WhaUs the criteria for selection? 



I T IS the criteria for selection of 
hockey probables which is causing 
dismay amongst ex-Olympians The 
query raised is on what basis were the 
players chosen for the mam Indian 
team and the second string squad 
after the 1988 Olympics Coach 
Ganesh considers all these players 
indispensable All 31 have been 
retained for the Bangalore camp Are 
they really indispensable*^ This is the 
crux of the dispute between the IHF 
selection committee and Ganesh 
ExOlympians, Ashok Kumar, Inam, 
Zafar Iqbal, Ajitpal Smgh, Somaya 
and Nandy Singh are all questiomng 
the criteria of selection liieir doubts 
seem justified The performance of 
many national players of potential at 
the Gwahor nationals was mediocre 
How long can they get selected on 
potential alone? 

Moreover, what was the original 
criteria for selection? Sanjev Kumar 
iryured in the opening match of the 
Junior World Cup qualifying 
tournament at Delhi, got selected on 
junior coach Harmeek Singh's 


recommendation Several of the junior 
India players, Atif Idns, Ashish 
Ballal, Mukesh Kumar, Mohammed 
Arif, Shakeel Ahmed, I^it Smgh, 
SukhJit Smgh and Jagdev Smgh were 
selected on basis of their performance 
m Junior World Cup, Asian Zone 
qualifying tournament Some like 
Mukesh Kumar, Ashish Ballal, Atif 
Idris and to a certcun extent Arif and 
Shakeel have confirmed their 
potential However, the ex-Olympians 
maintam that if some of the juniors 
have not shown improvement th^ can 
besidelmed If better pU^ers have 
emerged in the senior nationals they 
deserve selection Why make the 
national camps unwieldy with 52 
probablrss? 

The ultimate arbitrary selection was 
three Karnataka players, defender 
O.S Poonaoha, nght half K S. 
Uthaiah and forward B A. Chengappa 
What’s the criteria for selection? 
Performance at Nationals or 
recommendations and personal 
hunches' 

N.K. 


Ganesh wanted to 
indudehis 
favourites in the 
camp, so the IHF 
seiectors insisted 
that several other 
Diayers from other 
states, particuiaily 
finalists Bombay 
and Punjab be 
biduded 
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UP’S R P Suig^h (centre) is the 
revolutionary among the players 

Punjab was also present at the vital 
selection committee meeting that day 
The trade off was simple Raj Kumar 
promised Prasad support for the 
elections if his son Gundeep Kumar was 
included in the national camp At 
Gwalior, Ganesh had said, “we will not 
recall any former players, as they have 
been given ample opportunities to show 
their worth Only new faces will be 
added ’’ Yet Gundeep was taken back’ 
Ganesh was pressurised by Prasad not 
to be adamant on this issue So Gundeep 
Kumar came back to the national team 
Ganesh’s report for the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics had clearly indicated that 
Gundeep had not performed adequately 
and had little future m international 
hockey Yet he came back into the 
reckoning due to IHF election politics 
And if Gundeep Kumar was chosen 
then Marcellus Gomes, Bombay’s skipper 
and playmaker could not be dropped 


Marcellus Gomes is a paradox as a 
player A skilful schemer He only seems 
to succeed in domestic matches Former 
national coach Hardayal Singh and some 
IHF selectors said, “surprisingly 
Marcellus Gomes does not perform well 
in international matches He cannot 
overcome tight marking and becomes 
listless ’’ Yet at the age of twenty-seven 
he got a surprising recall 
U P did not have a godfather in the 
IHF or SAI, so none of their taJented 
players were included in the list of 
probables Both Balbir Singh (Services) 
and M K Kaushik. spotters at the 
nationals, had included left back Kailash 
Chand and left half R K Yadav for the 
national camp Yet there was nobody to 
speak up for them at the vital IHF—SAI 
meeting on August 14 
So the whole selection process became a 
matter of expediency R Prsisad, Ganesh 
and the Punjab lobby all pushed forth 
their own interests at the expense of the 
Indian hockey camp And perhaps the 
Indian hockey team 


U.P.didiiotiiavea 
godfather in the SAI 
or the IHF, so none 
ofthdrt^ted 
players were 
mcitidedinthelist 
of probables. There 
was nobody to 
sneak up for them 
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CALCUTTA 


Calcutta Cup Ru^y 

F oil <1 sjMJi t tli.l1 IS strunglinpr 
loi suiviv.il tilt'fiiUilol the 
I Cakiitt.i flip 1 u^iln touMUiuu'iil 
' (ci lainlv duJii 1 <ii) I lie spill t ot 
lU^hvans i>{HKl l,.i MailiiieieOid 
HoysdjMOth kiiDVMi pi)[)ul.ulv 

ah the Blai ks th.iiiks to their 
I ttloui St li('iiieiii(4 ()ti 1 hen 
joisies took on (’.lit utl.i (.’tu ket 
' anti P'oolhall OubiCt'K'i.it tht‘ 

! C’CK i,iounris Ill wh.il was 
j expt t ten to he .t m iss.it 11 of .soils 
Mti I .ill l.MOH .lit't i'jisKlei{»d 
I (ht> leifiiniir; t ii.unpioiis.ind llieii 
tl.tt k 1 (•! O' d o\ t ( t Ins \ e.ti s 
j til'll .i.i'iii Mt li.is h( .' 1 ! liiipiessive 
. Hn* C'( l‘( motk'v t 1 ' w of pl.i^ers 
j '% ho ' I .1II 111 i \ I c I ft II ol lift It .1 ms 
j in the p et ilulii I see ■'h.itw.i\ 

■ CJllltlii ill II teeth .lllli 111 1 . Illj.' .1 
lot ol mu .1 It t he\ 'ft I'l tl to et t 
ovei.iue.l .‘.'(I ju t np.i .Ik \lli.i' 
did 11 .1 m I I Ol li 

How e\ II ( Ik f 1 lip' It s of I he il. IV 
weiethel dttHoulfii I-lxpei ted to 
function III.I till well I'lit d piei' 
of machineiv 'liet tool t>ieinbehes 
IS T.MtiB 1 1 ipfV'd 11 1 on t hen own 
oveKoiifidcni i .nitl wi le 
deln ifelv' luf k\ ttn ' .meoff the 
held winners Ho Ink iila.sn.il 


Action during the final of the 
Calcutta Cup LMOB won the 
match 8-4 

was then a]ipioach th.il the 
scoreline njad blank at 1 he 
halfwav maik, and it was only due 
to Iloiniaii BuLsara s unf n ins 
efforts that they riianaf’ed lof^o 
ahead by four points ef.i ly in the 
.set ond half Lifting fhen game 
ei/en fintliei C’C’FC sc rambled a 
1 1 y th rt levelletl seorvs both kieks 
going ott laiget Finally inonetil 
tfie few tunes then ‘hree-qnarter.s 
got going LMOB eaught the 
CX!FC player son the wrong ftxn 
and tone hed down once more to 
w in the inati h H-d 
But IS this I fie wav to revive <i 
ganietJiaf isg.usping for survival’ 
A St i.ippv game with no 
senihlant e of t.ictic s the 
gi.iv haired Nanciii Chandavai kar 
attempting .airne scissor moves 
witti Ins threes but finding fiis 
n .imm.des s.ullv laeknig in 
itisp i.tfion aniltiKimany 
sloppagi's 11)1 sei umdowns and 
111"' outs s.iw even the most .ivul 
tugby Kill vawiiing in botedom 
'riie less s.nil about thee asual 
1 if'set vet t he bi I'ed who has tti be 
.lit’ It tetl it the g.ime is to 
suit ivi' Ihi'h.'ttei 

A Correspondent 
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BuchiBabu Cricket 

T here are many reasons why 
the Buchi Babu Memorial 
Invitation Cricket tou r nameiil, 
conducted every year bv the Tamil 
Nadu Cnokot Asso' latioii is a 
popular competition lor players 
and spectators aJiko But easily 
the single most impoi tant r ea.son 
could very well be the timing ot 
the tournament It is held in the 
third and fouith weeks of August 
and the cricketers welcome a 
competition of this sort at this 
time to tune themselves in for the 
tougher challenges later in the 
season 

From being a purely local and 
then a zonal level competition the 
tournament is now very much an 
All —India affair with top teams 
fiom Delhi, Bombay. Bangalore, 
Hyderabad Calcutta and 
Jamshedpur taking part This 
year was no exception but the 
final line up of teams could have 
been oven more attractive had 
Indian Airlines (New Delhi) and 
holders All India State Bank 
(AISB) not backed out at the last 
moment 

Still, there were seven teams in 
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the fray and these were 
Karnataka State Cricket 
Association, Hyderabad Cricket 
Association, Indian Railways, 
Cricket Association of Bengal, 
Tamil Nadu Cricket Association, 
Tamil Nadu Cricket President's XI 
and Tamil Nadu Districts XI 
In the first round matches, HCA 
got the better of Indian Railways, 
TNCA XI, the State’s senior string 
scored an easy victory over KSCA 
while TNCA president's XI, the 
State’s second string went down to 
CAB in a thrilling finish 
The first innings of each side in 
the tournament is played on 100 
over basis while the second 
innings is restricted to 40 overs a 
side So ttiei e is scope for the 
player to adopt tactics for both the 
longer game and the instant 
vanety The chance is also there 
for the teams conceding the first 
innings lead to come back into the 
game, provided the lead conceded 


IS not too large 
Prcxif of this came in the 
interesting tie between CAB and 
TNCA President’s XI The latter 
led off by getting for 391 in 

their 100 overs, but CAB with 
Raja 'U’enkat getting 197 replied 
strongly scoring 439 for nine in 
their 100 overs 
Undaunted by the deficit of 48 
runs, TNCA President’s XI 
hammered the CAB attack to get 
287 for five in the forty overs in 
the second innings This meant 
that CAB had to make 240 for 
victory in 40 overs And TNCA 
President’s XI came very close to 
turning the tables over CAB before 
the visiting team ultimately 
triumphed by four wickets with 
just three deliveries to spare 
In the semi finals TNCA XI 
overwhelmed Districts XI by an 
innings and fal runs while HCA 
defeated CAB by 76 runs Disli icts 
led by M Venkatramana and 


including a couple of state playei s 
were lucky to be in the semi fin.il 
having received a walk ovei f lom 
AIS6 But they were simply no 
match for TNCA XI for whom, 
opening batsman VB 
Chandrasekhai got 2.34 in a total 
of 391 foi three With rc Piakash 
(110), Chandi asekhai added 309 
runs for the second wicket off 
79 4 overs 

The HCA-CAB senii final was a 
keenly fought affair, much closer 
than the final result of 76 runs 
would illustrate HCA after lieing 
164 for SIX, recovered to total 30b 
to whir fi CAB replied with 2.65 

In the first round, CAB’s 
opponents TNC^A President s XI 
had almost converted a dr'ficit of 
48 runs iritr> vit tory So 
everything did not .seem lost for 
CAB at this stage But with t he 
wicket by now a vii loiis tiirnrs 
and with Shivlal Yadav and 
Venkatpathi Raju in the HCA 
lanks, it turned out to be an 
impossible task for C ^H to come 
back into the matt h Still CAB had 
their chance when HCA were 106 
for eight in the 25th over But 
they lost the grip at this stage 
allowing the last two wu kids to 
add 71 runs off 12 2 overs A 
target of 229 was a difficult 
proposition and CAB were all out 
for 182 111 35 oveis Shivlal Yadav 
finished with 13 wickets for the 
match conceding 153 runs 

With the all round skills at their 
command, VNCA XI were 
favourites to win the final against 
HCA And they duly lived up to 
this reputation by scor ing a 
comfoi table five wir ket vir.toi y 
After being 108 fc' five, HCA 
rallied tolot.il 282 .Steady rather 
than spectacular batting saw 
TNCA XI get a first innings l«‘ad of 
42 r uris vhich in the final 
analysis did prove vital Spinner s 
Sr ikkanth and Sunil 
Subramaniarn restricted HCA to 
189 for 7 in the for ty over s in the 
second innings and TNCA romped 
home hitting off the ref{ui.sitp 148 
runs for the loss of five wickets in 
34 overs 

From the national viewpoint, 
the tournament had few points for 
the selectors The txiwling skills of 
Srikkanth were confii rried,,a8 well 
as the ability of VB 
Chandrasekhar to put an attack to 
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BANGALORE 


WenU Masters Games 

India’s lone representative in the Second World 
Masters Games for the veterans and the 
physically handicapped, Malathi Holla won four 
gold medals. She won medals in 100 metres 
wheelchair race, 200m wheelchair race, and the 
Javelin and discus throw The Osunes were held in 
Denmark. In the picture, Malathi Holla show her 
medals to P. S. V M^lya, Chairman and 
Managing Director of Syndicate Bank (left) and 
U. Padiyar (centre) Dy Gen Manager 


QOUTAMROY 



the sword The tournament also 
proved that Venkatpathi Raju was 
a very promising left arm spinner 
and that Shivlal Yadav was still a 
very clever off spin bowler 
For the first time, the 
tournament was sponsored with 
Gnndlajs Bank underwriting the 
expenses to the tune of Rs 50,000 
Roughly the amount needed by 
TNCA to run the competition 
Attractive cash prices were also 
awarded to Best Batsman 
(Ehtashamuddin), Best Bowler 
(Venkatpathi Raju)Best 
Fieldsman (J Ramdoss) Man of 
The Match (K Snkkanth) and man 
of the Tournament (PC Pi akash) , 

In fact, the TNCA are fortunate j 
that even their local league is being j 
sponsored this year - by 
Dunlop -and itis gratifying to 
note that sponsorship is c’oming 
into the game at the grassroots 
level That way e< eryone would 
benefit 

PartabRamchand 


CALCUTTA 


Tenzing Nwgay 
Awards 

T he Tenzing Norgay Award for 
1988 was conferred upon 
yeteran mountaineer Biswadev 
Biswas at a colourful ceremony at 
the Netaji Indoor Stadium on 
August 25 Mr Biswas, who IS 
associated with Anananda Bazar 
Patrika, received his award from 
the legendary mountaineer 
Nawang Gombu 
The sports and youth services 
department of the state, which 
gives away the Tenzing Norgay 
award, also felicitated Mr 
Chowang Tasi, a trainer of the 
Himalayan Mountaineering 
Institute in Darjeeling 
The Norgay award, given to the 
state’s best mountaineers, was 
Rs 5,CKX} in cash and a silver 


Noted mountaineer Nawang 
Qombu (left) presenting the 
Norgay award to Biswadev 
Biswas 

plaque Mr AmulyaSenandMr 
Nima Tasi, winners of the Norgay 
Award in 1977, also received their 
prizes this day 

The state’s sports minister, Mr 
Subhas Chakraborty who was 
present during the award-giving 
ceremony, said that West Bengal 
was the pioneering state in terms 
of mountaineering activities He 
said that the government was 
willing to help develop 
mountaineering in the state 
’Fhe West Bengal 
Mountaineering and Adventure 
Foundation, a senu-autonomous 
organisation set up by the sports 
and youth services department of 
the state government, opened an 
unique exhibition at the Stadium 
to generate interest among the 
public towards the mountains 
Soivnitra Bose 







IMAILBAGI 


Superbi sswr. 

HEAO with intei est the superb 
covei stoiy,‘Bannod' 
(Sportsworld, 16th August) 
Tlie one yeai ban imposed on 
the SIX top Cl ickcters is one of the 
most letiogiossive illogical and 
ai biti ai y steps evm taken by the 
BCCl 

The officials ol the Boaid seem 
to be least intei osted about the 
degi ee of damage they ai e 
inflicting on oui ci ickct team 
which IS ah eady in a state of 
shambles 

Cl ickef IS the* only spoi t where 
India commands a c ei tain 
international name.ind piestige 
In tilt absence of these stai 
playei s we have vei y little chance 
of peiloi ming cieditablj in our 
Intel nat lonal matt lies 

Cl ickt't lovei s like me 
sinteielv hope that tht'BCCl 
authoi ities will leview then 
decision and the six baniicd 
playei s will be i cinstatecf in « the 
team 

SUASllANK SIIEKHAH 
Meet at 

The Real Picture 

T hank you loi in inging out the 
le.il pn 'uietif \iolente in the 
Calt utta sticcei Itvigue 
I (SpoitswoiId i2titli .lul\ ) The 
I mannei in which theCak utta 
i clubs have bt'cii ci • ating hassles 
i shows how low has bet onie the 
I behavioui of the playei s 

I Tl»e biggest tioublcmakei has 
I been Moluin Bagan whonotonh 
have been plagued w ith then 
tensions within the club but they 
have behaved tei nbly on Hie field 
by beating up refeiees and 
playing iigged matched 
Ovei the years Subi ita 
Bhattachaiya has been a most 
ti oublosome playei W ht'i i a 
ivfei ee has made a dot ision it is 
shameful to piotest it 
And the mannei in which 
lefeiee Piadip N.ig has been 
manhandled the Molnin Bagan 
team should be suspended foi the 
Iest of the season 
If Indian ftxitball has to be 


saved then the AIFK shouId take 
di ast 1 C action against Mohun 
Bagan 

FRABALGUIIA 

Guwahati 



The Inv i ncible Kangaroos 

A ll said and done Allan 

Boi del's In vine ible Australians 
toie England apart and in the 
pi ocess have gi abbed the most 
exalted trophy in Test 
cric ket The Ashes 
For the fust time in a long time, 
the Aristi alians have come up 
with a inenioi able per formance 
undei the able leader ship of Allan 
Border and they haveoutshoned 
England in all the departments of 
the game 

It is time fui tfie England 
selectoi s to do somelhing {xisitive 
to rebuild the side for the 
forthcoming touisof India and 
the West Indies 
TANMOl GHOSH 
Calcutta 

Unfair! ^ 

T he BCCI s ui tion .igaiiist the 
leading Indian placet s is vei v 
unfair It is quite clear now that if 
the Indian team had pei foi med 
well against the West Indies thei e 
would have been no puiiif.hment 
foi theplaveis 
Just plaving a couple of 
unofficial mate lies in the USA 
doi>s not c-onstitufe indiscipline 
The Board sjob is to piomoti the 
game in thecountr\ toselcit th** 
team toai range foi toLii-.et( 

What the playei s do in tJieii spare 
time IS none of the Boai d s 
concei 11 


But if the Board continues in 
this manner, then the 
forthcoming Nehru Cup will be 
shorn of its glamour 
VIBHUTIPATHAK, 

Indore 

Collector’s Item 

T he 9-15th August issue is 
really a collector’s item After 
reading the mtervie‘w with Ivan 
Lendl, one realised tliat he w.is not 
a Tobol' In fact, he senmis too kind 
and large-hearted 
PatrickEagar’s photofeatuie 
was superb and the* pu tur es on 
rugby were al.^o of a veiy liigh 
standai d The pictui es in 
Spurtsworld are improving In 
leaps and bounds 
SpoitsworldIS bun'iv tfit> 
Number one among the spot ts 
magazines in the count i \ 
SOUMITDAS. 

Balm Ghat. 

UiUustifled^ ^ 

T he ban imposed on the top six 
Indian cricketer s is totally 
unjustified It is not only against 
tne principles of natui al justice 
but also smacks of the dictator lal 
attitude on the part of the Board 
Through this one stroke, the 
Board has nullified the glor lous 
contribution to Indian c i ickot by 
these stalwarts 

All right thinking c r icket lovers 
should protest strongly against 
this autcxrratic act by the Boar d 
GOUTHAM PRAKASIi 
KHARIWAL. 

Banfi'aJore 

Wow! 


W ow' IS the w'oi ri for thf 

levcahng intci'Mew witli tlie 
dashing Inn an Khan 
{Spottswoild 2nd August) It wa 
refreshing to see Inn an on the 
covei after a long tiiiK' 

He IS a living legend w ho has 
proved that with dedu .ition and 
detei mination and hai d w or k 
man can achieve anything ni life 
We are unlikely to set' .inol hei 
Inn an K han lor a long t mie 1o 
come May his lame live knevei 
ASMA SAMKFRA 
Lucknow 




/CHESS/ 


QUjZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 Can a fcx)tballer be sent off 
before the game starts’ 

2 Which was the first official 
international football match’ 

3 Which was the first international 
football match between 
non-British countries’ 

4 In England, we all know, 
Manchester United is nicknamed 
the “Red Devils ’’ Which club is 
the "Red Devils” of West 
Germany’ 

5 Which was England's first defeat 
in football on foreign soil’ 


ANSWERS 

1 Yes A player can be dismissed 
from the field of play before the 
kick-off, if, in the opinion of the 
referee, he is guilty of violent 
conduct, or uses foul or abusive 
language 

2 The one between England and 
Scotland in 1872 at Hamilton 
Crescent, Partick 

3 The one between Aus la and 
Hungary in October, 1902 

4 Kaiserslautern 

5 Their 1 -4 defeat against Spam in 
Madrid in 1929 

RanittGlioM 

CHESS 

This game features a perfect 
example of a positional sacrifice 
Well, actually it features two 
per feet examples, I'oi theBenko 
Gambit itself is a pawn sac for 
intangible compensation 
However I was referring to the 
middlef>ame where black gave up 
his queen for two pieces and 
excellent c'cxndination It would be 
most difficult to prove a black win 
but while failed to solve his 
problems in piactice 

White Ilort Vs AlburtBenko 
Gambit 

1 d4 NfB 2 c 1 c .^5 d dB b5 4 cb5 a6 
5 ba6 Bxj ,6 b Nc 1 gH 7 Nf3 dG 8 g3 
Bg7 This IS one of Ihc mam lines 
of the Benko Gambit where black 
gets open lines anti queen sirl< 
Diessure for his pawn 9 Hg2 
Nbd" 100-0 Nb6 11 Rel 0-0 
Nd2'ac7 13Rbl Qb7' 


White decides to complete his 
development with b3 — Bb2 etc,* 
before committing himself in the 
centre Black reacts by 
pressurising the d pawn If white 
plays the natural e4 he has to 
beware of the weak d3 square 
where black could easily plant a 
knight 

14 b3 Nfxd5' 15 Nxd5 Nxd5 16 
Nf 1 (see Diagram) Nc3' Alburt 
certainly foresaw the queen 
sacrifice, for otherwise he would 
lose the exchange to 16— ee 17 
Ne3 

17 Bxb7 Bxb7 18 Qd3’ 18Qd2 
Nxbl 19 Qe3 is comfortably better 
for black but the text gives him an 
opportunity to relocate his minor 
pieces with tempo 

18— Be4 19 Qe3 Bd4 20 Qh6 
Bxbl 21 a3 6a2 22Nd2 Rfb8 23 b4 
Cb4 24 ab4 Rxb4 25 Nf3 Bg7 26 
Qh3 Be6 27 Of 1 Bc4 By now 
white IS quite lost even though he 
has made no obvious errors after 
the 18th 

28 Kg2 Ral 29 Ngl Rbbl 30 
Kh3 h5 31 f4 Be6-f- 32 Kg2 Nd5 33 
Kf3 Bc3 34 Rdl Bb2 White gives 
up the ghost, for he is losing a 
piece now and will be rapidly 
overwhelmed thereafter 



Devangshu Diitta 


BRIDGE 

%■■■■■■■■ 

A long tour nament tends to 
become a test of stamina towards 
the end which is why it pays to 
have a balanced sextet so that each 
membei can have adequate rest A 
tired player is capable of making 
mistakes that a much lesser 
player nor mally would not This 
hand from last year's World Open 
Team Olympiad is a typical 
example 


NORTH(iiummy) 

, K O 5 3 
' J 10 9 B 6 3 
4 

4^ J 7 

EAST 

« J 10 G 
K 7 5 
J 8 6 

4 10 B 6 5 

SOUTH 
4 A 7 4 2 
A O 

A K Q 10 
4 A 4 3 

This IS from the fourth session 
of the 96-board final on the 
penultimate day of the 15-dav 
event in which the finalists had 
played 784 deals overall In the 
closed Room the US North-£5outh 
reached 6 N T. which wont down 
on the club king lead However, 
some poor discar ding by the 
defenders enabled declarei to 
escape lor down one 

In the Open Room the Austrian 
pair of Meinl-Bei gor reached 
seven spades Maybe as they had 
started the set down by 59 imps, 
which they had brought down to 
25 by then, this was part of then 
strategy to make up It looked like 
a further 13-imp pii k up win the 
club lead go over to spade queen 
hear t finesse cash spade and 
hear t aces, ti unip to king,ruff a 
heart in hand to s*-'! up the suit 
with a tr unip as iwnti y But 
MeinlSouth won thccliib lead in 
hand and foi no good reason 
cashed the diamond ace, which 
View graph commentator Edgar 
Kaplan descr ibed as a spur tin^,, 
gesture in case an opponent had a 
diamond void {Cashing diamonds 
for a club discard immediately 
would be the right play in six but 
in seven, where the heart finesse 
had to work anyway, it lan an 
unnecessary risk) At trick three, 
he crossed over to the spade queen 
for the heart finesse But like 
Kar na the tragic hero of 
Mahabharata, at this critical 
junc(.ure his memory deserted 
him he for got wh.v he was in 
dummy' The entire View-graph 
hall sat stunned as Meml led a 
tr ump from dumm.y to his ace, 
ruining his ent r lus to dummy like 
a beginner There was no way to 
recovoi and Austria had lost a 
golden opportunity to bring the 
deficit back to striking zone 
SantanuChoM 


WEST 
4 9 8 
4 2 

9 7 G 1 2 
4 K O 9 2 
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KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


C ARRYING on with 
the ido-kihons that 
we have been dis¬ 
cussing, let’s move 
onto the basic leg move¬ 
ment with ushiro-giri or 
the back kick 

Stand in zen-kutsu- 
dachi, hands held up in 
preparation to guard 
your face Then, bring 
the front foot slightly 
inward and swivel the 
toes 180° so that your 
body faces the other 
way, the hips lining up 
to face the opponent 
Even as you are swivell¬ 
ing the front foot, lift 


the other leg such that 
the heel almost touches 
the buttocks Then, 
turning your head to 
sight your opponent, 
kick out with force to 
make contact with your 
heel 

On completion of the 
kick—the target area 
being the chin, the solar 
plexus or the nb area- 
land the kicking leg in 
front of you, automati¬ 
cally moving into zen- 
kutsu-dachi in prepara¬ 
tion for another kick 
By Shivaji Ganguly 
Kyokuahlnkai-kan karate 

PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHAi LA 



Stand in zen-kutsu-dachi, hands up to guard I'ace 



Swiv('l tlu‘ gi'ou nded tout 180 , rtusing othci'lcg 


Kick at the target area, making contact with heel 












THE DIZZY 
HEIGHTS OF 
GLASNOST 


PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK 


Co-skipper’s Alexei 
Gryshenko and Skip Novak 
pm their countries’ flags to 
the mast. Glasnost reaches 
new heights this weekend, 
when the Soviets for the 
very first time enter a yacht 
m the Whitbread Round the 
World Yacht Race 
The 25m maxiclass ocean 
racer is constructed entirely 
by the all Soviet crew usmg 
the latest technology from 
the Soviet Space Programme 
developed in Poti 
Named “Pepsi Fazisi” the 
USSR’s first venture m the 
33,000 mile voyage which is 
now said to be the ultimate 
test in ocean racing 
Pepsi Fazisi is sponsored 
by the American soft drinks 
company Pepsi Cola, with 
the imusual distinction of 
having two captains Alexei 
Gryshenko from Keiv and 
Skip Novak from Chicago 
For Alexei his dream of 
ciivumnavigating the world 
with his fellow comrades, 
many who are former Olym¬ 
pic sailors, can now come 
true For Skip Novak this 
will be his fourth experience 
of the race 

On the last occasion he 
was skipper and project 
manager of Simon Le Rons 
yacht “Drum”, which after 
having a near disaster in 
trials finished the race in 
third position 
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PEOPLE 


rcXOHSPOBT 


Die^ 

Maradona—Born-again 
Caligula? 


MARADONA 
IN A SOUP! 


Diego Maradona has 
occasionally been 
compared to the best 
in his 

sport-Beckenbauer, 
even Pele. Now here 
comes another 
simile-Caligula. One 
football writer 
accused the football 
star of being a 
megalomaniac who 
thinks he is God. 

Much of the ire 
directed against 
Maradona has been 
based on his refusal to 
show up for the 
Italian club Napoli. 
After an absence of 
almost two months m 
Argentina and his 
refusal to play for 
Napoli, the club he 
has signed for, may 
invite a fine of around 
$ 600 , 000 . 



**lf Maradona does 
not respect his 
commitments, if he 
does not show himself 
to be a serious player, 
if he does not return 
to Italy, he will risk 
not pla^ng in the 
World Cup because we 
will ask FIFA to 
intervene and punish 
him at the 
international level,” 
the Italian soccer 
federation president 
was quoted. 

Maradona, has 
issued his defence. He 
has suggested that 
the Naples mafia is 
plotting to kill him. 
Proof: his home and 
car had been damaged 
while he was away on 
holiday. The police is 
not impressed with 
this explanation. 


NtKHIL BiiArr ACiiARVA 



PATIL IN THE INDIAN TEAM? 


The draft 
Patil-back-tO'the- 
Indian-teann 
Movement has 
resumed. First thera 
was a halfhearted 
attempt to get him to 
the West Indies by 
Dilip Vengsarfcar. The 
reason: Being an 
attacking batsman, he 
would be an asset in 
taking the fight to the 
West Indian canm by 
scattering their fast 
bouiers. 

Now on the eve of 
yet another Indian 
season, Sandeep 
Patil’s return to ttie 

Sandeep Patil-will he be 
back in the Indian team 
thisvrlnter? . 


Indian team has been 
hinted by former 
Board Secretary AW 
Kanm2Klikar. In a 
letter to Patil, 
Kanmadikar wrote: 
"If Imran Khan could 
do it (coming out of 
retirement) why you 
or Sunil Gavaskar 
cannot? You should 
not take a dossed 
die>hard attitude.” 

If the ban on the six 
leading Indian 
cricketers stays, Patil 
has a good chance of 
getting back. What 
with a prompting 
nudge from a former 
Board Secretary to 
the selection 
committee! 
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While the cricketers 
in India are poorer 
after the tour of the 
West Indies—^the Rs 
35,000 fine and the 
suspension of the Rs 
15,000 tour 
money— Allan 
Border’s Australians 
flew back to their 


country with their 

E urses sjgnificantiy 
eavier. The 


cricketers left 


England with more 
than £70,000 by way 
of prize money along 
(nearly Rs 20 lakhs, 
that is!). The side 


collected £63,147 
from the first five 


Tests and another 


£8,000 from the 
sixth. With eight 
county wins out of 
14, the tour sponsors 
paid out another 
£ 22 , 222 . 


Allan Border-A better 
international 
reputation, a strong^er 
team, the Ashes and 
more than £70,000 to 
share* 


IN TEARS AT 
THE BOARD 
MEETING 

If you have prototype 
visions of the arrogant 
Indian Test cricketer, 
then read this one. 
Among the errant 
cricketers that the 
Board officials 
summoned for 
interrogation in 
Bombay in August, 
was this Young Indian 
matchwinner (sic). 
Even before the 
Board’s henchmen 
could throw a question 
or two, our young 
friend burst into tears. 


No wonder the ice in 
the hearts of the 
Board’s bigwigs 
melted somewhat. 
They issued a stern 
reprimand and only 
fined him. Most of the 
other seniors, who 
were more defiant, 
were banned for a 
year. 


BANNED 
DEAD 
OR ALIVE! 


Discipline is at a 
premium in Calcutta 


Football these days. 
The soccer star 
hammers up the 
referee. The soccer 
star bashes up his 
opponent. The crowd 
showers stones on the 
soccer players And 
not to be left out, the 
club officials get into 
the act whenever 
there is an 
opportunity. 

The IFA finally put 
its foot down some 
time back It fined, 
among other 
offenders, Subroto 
Bhattacharya Rs 
50,000. And at a 
disciplinary 


committee meeting 
recently, it clamped 
down with a one-year 
ban on the 
Mohammedan 
Sporting ground 
secretary, Taj 
Mohammed, and a 
three-year ban on the 
club’s assistant 
general secretary, 
FiroTse Ahmed The 
Mohun Bagan football 
secretary, BuaMitra, 

came in for even 
stiffer censure He 
was banned for five 
years Not that it will 
make any difference 
to him He‘is no more’ 
(The St&tesmany 









Strange man it 


UST as it did last 
year, sporting: fate 
has played another 
cruel trick on me 
in 1989 No, no, 
it’s not because I 
haven’t been 
invited to open the 
bowling: for the state team (I wouldn’t 
mind running in with a white ball under 
lig:hts at the MCG, but somehow the 
sound of 85,000 people baying 
“McMahon, McMahon” just wouldn’t 
have the same terrifying cadence as did 
the bloodKjurdling incantation of “Lal-lee, 
Lil-lee” but that’s another matter 
entirely) 

The reason my spirits are flagging is 
simple Colling:wood, the team whose 
fortunes I follow so closely in the 
Victorian Football Leagpie (VFL), seems 
doomed to wait another season before 
wmning the premiership That might 
not be so cruel, but Hawthorn, the team 
supported by my wife— who knows 
nothing about football—looks set to 
retain the title it won so devastatingly in 
1988 

When I was in class five, my 
geography teacher, bless her erudite 
soul, told me that Australia was a 
strange country because its seasons were 
all back to front when compared with the 
rest pf the world Were I to meet her 
again, I would say, forsooth, and so too is 
it strange in other ways 

To wit The Austrlians celebrate and set 
aside as a national holiday each year the 
Queen’s Birthday Now that might not 
seem so strange, for this country has 
links with England that it would rather 
not talk about (remember the boatloads of 
convicts that were shipped off to Botany 
Bay’) But even the Brits don’t celebrate 
the birthday of the lady A'hose silhouette 
adorns all their ten pound notes 
Stranger still is the fact that the holiday 
here is never celebrated on the monarch’s 
birthday, but on any old day when it will 
give fifteen million Australians a long 
summer weekend 

In the hght of all that, perhaps you will 
be able to understand why all of Victoria 
lends its passionate support to the game 
they call footy The game is played eight 
months of the year In summer they play 
the Panasonic Cup, a night competition 


David McMahon can*t decu 
for England, open the bowlii 
football scarf aroun 

that IS merely a warmup for the real 
McCoy, the VFL competition that takes 
care of 22 consecutive winter weekends 
Come rain, hail, slush or sludge, 
hundreds of thousands embark on their 
pilgnmage each week, clutching 
raincoats and blankets, with their ears 
and necks wrapped against the biting 
cold in scarves knitted in their club 
colours 

My wife has advised me I have three 
options of dealing with my beloved black 
and white Collingwood scarf She says I 
can a) pack it away at the bottom of a 
trunk, b) tie it around the flowerpots to 
add a touch of contrast to the 
hydrangeas, c) use it as a spare fan belt 
for the car 

And though I used to enjoy watching 
Collingwood’s progress on television 
from the warmth of my own living room. 







f strange land 


iher to open the batting 
r his state team or tie his 
wife's flowerpots 


things are getting tougher My wife 
wants to watch the soap operas My 
daughter wants to watch Sesame Street 
or the Muppet Show And my mother, a 
Sunday School teacher of great renown, 
wants to watch the Ashes Tests 

Talking of which, if Bob Hawke loses 
the next election, Allan Border might 
just win it if he were to stand for any 
party of his choice Actually, Merv 
Hughes might win a few votes as well if 
he were to hide the fact that his Christian 
names are actually “Mervyn Gregory” 

Hughes’ habit of embracing teammates 
and smothering them with kisses after 
the fall of a wicket was given a fair bit of 
stick in the media last season and though 
he has kept taking wickets in England, 
he has dispensed with what the French 
refer to so coyly as amour 



But, alas, the French do not play 
cricket (which is something of a blessing, 
since no one would be able to understand 
their accents at the ICC meetings 
anyway) so Hughes and his wet kisses 
have not taken the headlines m England 
What DID steal the headlines instead 
were the hysterical calls for the head of 
David Ivon Gower 

Gower, for all his laid-back aplomb, 
was unable to stop Border winning the 
hundredth Test match between England 
and Australia on England soil Border 
now becomes the first captain in 55 years 
to regain the Ashes in England, a feat 
magnified all the more by histoi ical 
perspective Not since Bradman led his 
1948 side to a 4-0 victory has an 
Australian captain had as much success 
as Border 

The Australian celebration was delayed 
by more than 24 hours while English 
wicket-keeper Jack Russell and spinner 
John Emburey defied the bowling When 
England was finally bowled out, 

Richards had scored 128 out of 264 and 
the frontline batsmen had been put to 
shame 

It was then suggested to Bolder by 
David Boon that he open the batting in 
order that he should have a chance of 
scoring the runs that would win the 
Ashes Border graciously declined A 
batting order, he averred, was a batting 
order Therefore, he decreed, it would be 
Boon and Marsh who opened It mattered 
little to him who scored the winning 
runs, as long as they were scored 
Eventually, that honour went to Boon, 
using a sweep shot that brought the 
Australians to their feet on the balcony of 
their dressing room 

The Ashes, then, are won But the little 
urn with its historic contents will not 
actually leave Lord’s Not that too many 
people at Lord’s would miss them even if 
the Ashes were booked back to 
Melbourne on the next Qantas flight No, 
perhaps they wouldn’t miss them at all 
They’ve got enough to worry about now, 
with half the country off to play cricket 
in South Aft'ica 

Maybe I should apply for the job of an 
England opening batsman My current 
average in that spot in the batting order 
IS 23 75 And I reckon that's about 20 75 
better than roost other English openers 


Just as it did 
iastyear, 
sporting fate 
has piayed 
another cruei 
trick on me in 
1989. No, no, 
it’s not 
because I 
haven’t been 
invited to open 
the bowling for 
the state team 
(I wouldn’t 
mind running 
in with a white 
ball under 
lights at the 
MCG, but 
somehow the 
sound of 
85,000 people 
baying 
‘McMahon 
McMahon’ just 
wouldn’t have 
the same 
terrifying 
cadence as did 
the blood 
curdling 
incantation of 
‘Lil-lee Lil-lee’ 
...but that’s 
another matter 
entirely^ 
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T he BCCI tut-tutted 
and banned six In¬ 
dian cricketers for 
a year The decision 
must be among the 
harshest in the history 
of the game But not the 
most interesting At 
least not by a long chalk 
The Yorkshire bowler 
Bobby Peel was banned 
by his county after he 
turned up drunk at the 
ground one morning in 
1897 and urinated on 
the pitch 

The controversial 
born-again Pakistan 
cricketer Younis Ahmed 
was suspended for a 
game in 1981 after he 
had kicked down the 
stumps in a cham¬ 
pionship match at Ches¬ 
terfield and questioned a 
‘wide’ while bowling to 
Gordon Greenidge Two 
years later, Worcester¬ 
shire sacked him after 
he had placed a £100 bet 
on his side losing a Joan 
Player League match 
against Leicestershire 
Australia's John Be- 
naud, now editor of the 
Sydney Morning 
Herald was dropped for 
two matches in 1969-70 
following his insistence 
on wearing ripple- 
heeled shoes against the 
dnective of his State 
Association The tongue 
firmly in his cheek, he 
put his shoes outside the 
dressing room in the 
next match with a note 
pasted above ‘For sale’ 
Surrey’s David Tho¬ 
mas was suspended for 
one match when he over¬ 
used an old bowling 
trick- he ran in twice 
but did not deliver the 
ball 

Neil Taylor of Kent did 
a Boycott and found 
himself sitting in the 
pavilion tor a match 
against Essex in 1984 
He had expressly 
violated standing in¬ 
structions asking him to 
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refrain from playing 
golf before a JPL match 
against Notts 
Geoff Boycott, who 
was to be banned finm 
international cricket for 
three years in the sunset 
of his career because he 
toured South Africa 
with a ‘rebel’ side, was 
dropped for Yorkshire’s 
match against Der¬ 
byshire because he did 
not report his ham¬ 
string injury early 
enough Quite typically, 
he went and scored a 
century for the second 
eleven instead' 

Saeed Ahmed of Pakis¬ 
tan dared to defy his 
Board on two separate 
occasions He was sus¬ 
pended for life, at home 
and abroad, for abusing 
members of the Pakistan 
Board in 1969-70 Sub¬ 
sequently, Saeed apolo¬ 
gised and the ban was 


lifted But not for long 
In 1972-73 on the tour of 
Australia, he refused to 
open the innings and 
was asked to return to 
Pakistan immediately 
Indignant, he defied the 
official ruling and 
stayed back Eventually, 
when he returned, the 
Pakistan Board banned 
him for life on the 
charge of gross indisci¬ 
pline 

Jeff Thomson was sus¬ 
pended from playing 
soccer after he had pun¬ 
ched a referee at the a,ge 
of 17, Viv Richards was 
left out of the Antiguan 
team after his impulsive 
gestures in a L^ward 
Islands match had 
sparked off crowd dis¬ 
turbances, Ian Chappell 
was left out of the state 
side for three weeks af¬ 
ter he had ^worn at an 
umpire in a Sheffield 


Shield match in 1979- 
80, Tony Grieg found 
himself out of the Sus¬ 
sex team for two months 
for criticising Boycott in 
a newspaper article, Ian 
Botham admitted that he 
smoked pot in 1986 and 
was banned for more 
than two months, De¬ 
nnis Lillee kicked Javed 
Miandad in a Test match 
in 1981 and was ‘rested’ 
for two games 

Two cases when au¬ 
thorities, as distinct 
from official cricket 
bodies, enforced the sus¬ 
pension occured in 
1976 Two students at 
Brighton College were 
dropped for 'gross dis¬ 
obedience’ after they 
chose to study for their 
‘A’ level examinations 
rather than turn up for 
their headmaster’s team 
in a commemoration day 
match against the Old 
Boys Derbyshire Co¬ 
operation busmen came 
up with the second inst¬ 
ance, they were sus¬ 
pended for playing 
cricket during working^ 
hours As a token of pro¬ 
test their colleagues 
went on str'ike for sever¬ 
al hours 

A most unusual inci¬ 
dent of an official repre¬ 
sentative finding him¬ 
self on the wrong side of 
the law occurred during 
MCC’s 1928-29 tour of 
Australia Douglas Jar- 
dine scooped a ball in the 
direction of the square 
leg umpire Pearce On 
any other occasion the 
umpire would have 
weaved out of the way 
But this time he shot his 
arms out and caught 
Jardine Pearce confes¬ 
sed that he had got ear¬ 
ned away by the ‘picnic 
spirit’ The Cncket Asso¬ 
ciation was not amused 
He was disallowed from 
umpinng again 

M. Stub 


Geoff Boycott—Dropped for a match because 
he reported a ha^tring injury late' 
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A SUPERHERO Mug with 
every SCO gm pack of nKM-D” 


When you’re a Gtucon-D Superhero there’s always some excitement. 
Now, collect a lowly mug with every500gm pack of Glucon-D 
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'Die disast rous i-dighsl i 
C#t‘xpenenc(Mn the just ■ 
concluded Aslies series has 
exposed the; lack of captaincy 
potential of David Gower once 
and for all. and the cricket 
g-reats like Mike Brearley ha ve 
reached the conclusion that he is 
no r-eal leader. Here Mike 
Brearley and Imran Khan assess 
the performance of David Gower 
as the England skipper 

Carl Lewis is a champ but 
he cannot walk the 
streets. Being a celebrity has 
taken its toll on his life too, just, 
as it has done to all famous 
people, denying him 
simplicity and the ease enjoyed 
by an ordinary mortal in his 
unobtrusive lifestyle. A profile of 
the cha.nip shcickled to the 
agonies of fame. 

A legend bids farewell But 
the fragrance lingers Chris 
Evert, the Queen Bee of Tennis 
bows out of the court, reaching 
the mellow ending of her 
illustrious career Tennis will be 
never be the same again Neither 
will the memories ever be dim. A 
tribute to one of the greatest 
artistes of our times. 

8 The Rahul Gandhi 

controversy. In a country 
where the powerful and the 
influential live a privileged life 
enjoying opportunities ihey do 
not deserve, the Prime Minister's 
son ruffled many feathers when 
he got admission to Delhi’s elite 
St, Stephen’s College on the 
sports quota, which the 
opposition said he did not 
deserve. Sportsworld provides 
the ti'ue story How good a 
shooter is the junior Gandhi‘S 
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Pg 40: Chris Evert served 
up the very best and for 
so long 
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t HE 

IMMINE¬ 

NT 

announce¬ 
ment of 
the 

Engrland 
captain for 
this 

winter’s touirs to India 
and the Caribbean is 
bound to fuel 
speculation about 
possible candidates 
Engfland’s victories m 
India in 1984-85 and 
against Australia the 
following' summer have 
already proved that 
Gower is a good winmng 
captam 

But with the sides he 
has captained this 
summer needing 
inspiration and 
leadership, he has come 
under a good deal of fire 
for his laid-back 
approach 

What he must do is be 
honest with himself He 
has to realise that in *^he 
next few years he will 
have under his charge 
England teams that will 
need strong leadership 
E)oes he feel he has the 
capacity to lead by 
example, changing the 
style he has adopted 
throughout his career'^ 

He has been trying In 
the second umings at 
Nottingham he was 
dismissed trying to 
avoid gettmg out in the 
usual, caught outside 
off-stump manner But 
to develop a sohd 
defence, somethmg he 
has never possessed, 
will take time and 
mental disciplme 
If Gower is prepared to 
work on his batting, and 
if he feels he is becommg 
wiser as a captam, then 
he should talk to the 
selectors and persuade 
them to put their faith in 
hun for the next couple 
of years 

However, if he shrugs 


off every defeat m a 
manner which imphes 
that ill-luck and injuries 
were the cause, and if he 
finds the pressures of 
captamcy are getting to 
him, then he should step 
down because it is not 
going to get any easier 
The problem with 
captamcy is that as long 
as you are leadmg a good 
team, and as long as you 
understand the 
strategies of the game, 
you will be fine You do 
not even have to perform 
consistently yourself, as 
Mike Brearley proved 
But the moment you 
are leadmg a team that 
IS young and 
mexpenenced, or one 


that comes up against 
stronger adversaries, 
that IS when leadership 
comes m 

The most important 
aspect of leadership is 
that you lead by 
example The captam 
has to show the way and 
no amount of strategy 
discussions or mock 
shows of team spint can 
make any difference In 
this regard, Ian 
Chappell was the best of 
my tune 

So, if Gower does 
stand down, the only 
viable replacement I can 
think of is Allan Lamb 
England will rely on 
him more than any 
other batsman against 


the West Indies and he is 
IS already captammg 
Northants 

In the W^ Indies 
more than any other 
coimtry, there will be 
dual pressures 
collective and personal 
Lamb at least has a 
headstart 

I was delighted to see 
the England selectors 
call up Hussain, 
Stephenson and David 
Capel for the Oval, but 
that cannot compensate 
for their mystifymg 
nominations for Trent 
Bridge j 

Having lost the Ashes 
and 'With a West Indian 
tour on the horizon, it 
was time for proper 
experimentation 
Havmg decided changes 
were necessary, the 
selectors should have 
gone all the way 

I can appreciate from 
firsthand experience 
that the selectors are m 
an extremely difficult 
position, but their job 
can be madea httle 
easier if they follow a 
strategy At 
Nottmghsun it should 
have been to play as 
many untned players as 
possible 

Someone else who 
needs to adopt a 
consistent strategy is 
Ian Botham The time 
has come for him to 
consider himself either 
as a goodish county 
allrounder who bats at 
SIX and bowls third or 
fourth change, or, like 
Steve Waugh, a 
specialist Test batsman 
who bowls when 
needed—occasionally. 

In order to achieve the 
latter, he will again have 
to follow Waugh’s lead 
and bat no lower than 
four m county cricket 
That remains the only 
way he can acquire the 
temperament of a 
specialist batsman, to 






acknowledge that he has 
to build an innings 
rather than smash 
everything 

In Test oricket Botham 
is already displaying the 
requisite intent, but he 
cannot do himself 
justice by batting so low 
for Worcestershire 

Mark Taylor certainly 
has that temperament as 
well as a superb 
technique He has 
reemphasised that, 
strike bowhng apart, the 
most pressing 
requirement for a Test 
team IS a good start to an 
mmngs 

What people tend to 


The time has come 
for Botham to 
consider himself 
eitherasagoodish 
county all rounder 
who bats at six and 
bowls third or fourth 
(change, or, like Steve 
Waugh a specialist 
test batsman who 
bowls when 
needed—occasionally 


forget about the West 
Indies IS that alongside 
their dazzling pace 
attack, their success has 
been built on the best 
opemng pair m the 
game Qreemdgeand 
Haynes 

England last looked 
hke a cricketing force 
when they won the 
Ashes m 1986-87 and 
the man who played the 
most significant role 
was Chm Broad His 
subsequent failure 
have affected the 
England batting line-up 
considerably and the 
fi«quenoy of chances at 
the top of the order has 
not exactly 
compensated # 









RESHERS 
DAY, St 
Stephens 
College, 

Delhi The 
day all 

students who 
are entering 
into college 
are waiting for Cars, mobikes all 
zoom in, the air is filled with the 
chatter of thrilled youngsters, the 
language, you can only decipher 
it if you are 'with it’ Fashion, it 
seems has undergone a 
revolution Clothes people of the 
bygone generation wouldn't be 
seen dead in are sported here The 
whole place is a not of colour and 
it feels as if one has walked into a 
fashion show But in the midst of 
all this back slapping and 
camaraderie, there is a feehng 
that the students are waiting for 
somebody Somebody specif 
Impatience, and suspense fill the 
air And then suddenly 
The new boy was swept through 
the portals of St Stephen's in a 
convoy of armoured bmousines 
On the hallowed grounds of the 
venerable Delhi instit tion his 
fellow students awaited Rahul 
Oandhi stepped out of the 
limousine and for a split second it 
seemed as if time stood still The 
boy surveyed the atmcwphere 
around him and a sigh of relief 
crossed his face He was back 
where he belonged With his 
own A few of the girls sported 
T-shirts pi inted with his name It 
was an uncommonly spectacular 
entry into collegiate education for 
the Indian Prime Minister’s son, 
but he took it all in his stride 
Agreeing to be “ragged" in 
time-honoured fashion Raihul 
gamely played the part of a tennis 
ball, being bounced in a long rally 
between two senior girls 
Rahul. 19, is to read history at 
St Stephens, a 108-year-old 
college that has turned out many 
distinguished statesmen, scholars 
and civil servants Trouble is he 
did lit do so well at school Rahul 
Gandhi has been accepted on the 
college sports quota which grants 
promising sportsmen a 10 pei 
cent advantage in their exam 
scores iRahul n anaged 61% in his 
school final exams) But Rahul is 





THE PM’S 








Rahul’s admission into St. Stephen’s college 
on the sports quota created great controversy 
recently. Is Mr Rajiv Gandhi’s son a good 
enough marksman to deserve entry into one 
of the country’s most prestigious colleges? 







an accomplished marksman 
While the young Gandhi was 
bemg inculcated into college 
education, politicians outside 
were taking potshots at him 
St Stephen's IS the most sought 
after college— a. dream mstitution 
of every young^ster passing his 
higher secondary examinations 
Every year, hundreds of 
thousands of students apply for 
admission but only a lucky 378 
manage to get in The college has 
been m the news regardmg 
‘irregularities’ in the admission 
process More precisely the 
admission of Rahul Gandhi, the 
prune minister’s son through the 


It was an uncommonly 
spectacular entry into 
collegiate education for 
the Indian prime 
minister’s son, but he 
took it all in his stride. 
Agreed to be ‘ragged’ 
in time honoured 
fashion, Rahul gamely 
played the part of a 
tennis ball, being 
bounced in a long rally 
between two senior 
girls. 


Rahul receiving the gold medal 
from Lt. Governor Romeah 
Bhandarl Inthemen’ateam 
event In the Delhi state shooting 
championships in which the 
PM’s security team (on the right) 
came second 

sport’s quota The moment the 
news of his admission mto the 
History honours stream became 
known, journalists and pohtioians 
of the Opposition parties swung 
mto acUon^, ternung it as an act of 

'highhanded^^BBS ’ 

Still some semor alumni of the 
college welcomed his admission 
“How many boys under 19 have 
won eight medals at the national 
level?’’ asked Suman EKibey 
information ministry official, 
referring to Rahul’s prowess with 
the pistol 

Ridiul, as his certificates reveal, 
IS a gold medahst at the Delhi 
shootmg competitions and had 
also secured the fourth spot in the 
32nd Nationsd shootmg 
competition held m New Delhi 
from 26 December, 1988 to 5 
January, 1989 The young 
Gandhi fmished fourth m the 
Centre fire pistol 25M (Indian 
ruleVMen’s (civilians event) with 
the impressive score of 371 out of 
a possible 400 which means that 
he got nearly 90 per cent of his 
targets Interestmgly, the 
additional commissioner of police 
B S Brar and other senior IPS 
officials lagged much behind 
Rahul’s score 

According to Doctor Raj Pal 
Singh, Rahul’s coach and an 
international pistol shooter 
himself, Rahul’s fourth place in 
the competition was impressive 
because nearly 48 competitors 
flom all over India participated in 
this event Prior to this, Rkhul 
bagged eight medals m the Delhi 
shootmg championships at the 
Tughlaqabad ranges His tally 
mcluded three golds, one silver 
and four bronze medals 
Coming back to the admission 
controversy, according to the 
Umversity guidelines, any 
outsteuidmg sportsman (who has 
secured a place m the national 
championshipts) is permitted to 
get admission provided he has 
secured more than 40 per cent 
marks in his school finals, Rahul, 
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It may be recalled, secured 61 per 
cent in his class XII fmals 
Sources m St Stephen’s disclosed 
that the college had admitted 
around 40 student's in the sports 
quota this year out of which mne 
were admitted mto the history 
stream Rajkumar Clement, 
Director of physical education at 
the college said, “two of the 
footballers who have been 
admitted have secured a less 
percentage than Rahul, then why 
has their admission not been made 
an issue of " 

According to Mr S K 
Chakroverty who has been in the 
college since the 1960s, Rahul is 
not the only shooter to be admitted 
to the college through the sports 
quota The college has the 
distinction of having 
inte rnational shooters on their 
rolls, including greats like Dr 
Kami Singh, Harisimran Sandhu, 
Randeep Mann, Mansher Singh, 
Randhir Singh the current lOA 
secretai y and P S Bedi all of 
whom have represented the 
country Mr Chakroverty says, 

“In the past, we have taken 
students with a much less 
percentage than Rahul’s through 


The genuineness 
Rahul’s shooting 
certificates that were 
awarded to him was 
also questioned. But it 
soon lost ground as 
both B. Adityan and 
Randhir Singh, of the 
lOA verified the 
documents. Dr Rajpal 
still challenges anyone 
to prove these 
documents wrong, 
claiming that the 
championships were 
held in public and 
reports of which 
featured in national 
dailies. 



THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF INDIA 
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ROOM NO 46'49 (firkt Floor) RAGHU SlttlCI COMI'llx 
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCLHN 

CERTIFICATE 


Certified iliai Sim-lSmUlDtiu^IVtasUr haiiui. iiA/min_ 

(CompeiUor llo. _ ) of Race Wet. _ 

(Lompluio AUdiuS!.) 

Delhi. _ 

has parlicipaUd in ilic 

National Shooting Championship Competitions 

held ai _ DELHI from 26.1 ?.88 lo 

and obtained the (ollowinQ results . 

S No EVENT Score f'o'.ilior. Award 

1. Centre Fire Pistol 

(^ndian Rulel Men (Civil laiio) 

only Individual 1/300 IV 


It Is further certified t*'%t he lu 'lu-nowneU Sliof in 
terms of Govt, of India's notification No. SlO-Cua. dutoJ 2nd 
August, 1976 -s ciiiaended vide no.,lf j.». i'icn ho. i:»l-tu... dSwed 

a 

1st July, 1977 . 
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the sports quota Just because he 
happens to be the PM’s son we 
can’t deny him the facihties 
extended to outstanding 
sportsmen ” 

He also blamed the Opposition 
parties for confusing the public 
mind and creating unnecessary 


The certificates that were 
presented to Rahul which the 
Opposition claims are false 

controversy 

The genuinencssof Rahul - 
shooting certificates th.ii weif 
awarded to him ha.vt JiIho 
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questioned But it soon lost 
ground as both B Adityan and 
flandhir Singh, president ^d 
! siH'retary of the Indian Olympic 
I Association respwtively verified 
I the documents In fact. Dr Rajpal 
I still < hallenges anyone to prove 
I these documents wrong "These 
i championships were held m 


pubhc and the reports had 
appeared in leading national 
daihes, in fact Rahul’s name was 
in the headlines,” he asserted 
Dr Rajpal who 18 an ayurvedic 
doctor m the Delhi Municipal 
Corporation and Rahul's coach at 
the personal instance of the Prime 
Minister said, "At the end of 
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DELHI SHOOTING CH AMPIQ.NSHIP* 1.9M 

CERTIFICATE O f _M1 RIT 

This IS to ceitity that Shri Rahul 
Gandhi, r/o S-Race Course Road, New 
Delhi, participated in the Delhi Slate 
Shooting Championship 1908, organised 
by DELHI STATE RIFLE ASS0CIA1I0N at 
the Tughlakabad Shooting Ranges from 
2nd November 1988 to 8th November 
1988 and obtained the following 
results: 


fPurv CO* Miff ostm 

SN£L 

Evfini 

SSQIL 

AwiLfd 

•4i*rroyn loi.ati'ita 

1 

Central Fire Pistol 

505/600 

Gold 

N* MAVCM 


(Team) 




n 

4 

Sports Pistol u- 

156/200 

Bronze 



(Individual) 



1 ' ^ h 1 S A * 10 

3 

Standard Pistol (Jr)>^ 

677/900 

Drome 

C •> .sill 

R A 


(Individual) 



1 1 <»« t n« 

4 

Standard Pistot(Open) 208/300 

Silver 



(Team) 



0< Jill iM ^ 

5 

Air P.slol (Jr) 

171/200 

Bronze 



(Individual) 




0 

Air Pistol (Open) -* 

171/200 

Bronze 

If ilikfim J n 1 


(Individual) 



1* 5 

tn » nuh 

1 Jjg 11 II * P 

•v 

/ 

Air Pistol (Open) 
(Team) 

505/600 

Gold 

ti M#'* • ti Sing *'i 04 h 

a 

Air Pistol (Jr) 

503/600 

Cold 

'<1 in 1 1 a 1 19 

n i » •* i 


1 Team) 



1 1 1 H ^ H 

i 1 « S ' 9*1 

^ 9 let 1 >. •' 








(Hbrindcr 

Singh Uedi) 


ih'J Gill November 


I Ion Secy 

S-285'A. Panchsheol Park 
New Delhi 


While Rahul finished 
fourth in the National 
shooting 

championships with a 
score of 371 out of 400, 
the additional 
commissioner of police 
and other senior LP.S. 
officials lagged much 
behind Rahul’s with 248 
points! 


September 1988, the Prime 
Minister called me up and 
requested me to coach Rahul,The 
moment I began working witll 
him, I realised that he had the 
potential of becoming an 
international shooter, his stamjna 
and body strength is unparallellea, 
during practice lifting a 1600 
gram pistol for six hours is not an 
easy task and not many can do it ’ 
Ur Rajpal is convinced that it 
Rahul continues to progress he 
can win a medal at the Asian 
Games Dr Rajpal has codched 
Nepal’s National Team which beat 
India in the Ahmedabad National 
Championships m 1987 He is 
presently preparing himself for 
the forthcoming Beying Asiad 
Rahul’s expertise with firoa rms is 
the result of having been 
surrounded by armed guards for 
the major part of his life he took to 
following his protectors to their 
target practice and the rest it 
seems is ‘history ’ Where does he 
go from here’ No one knows It is 
unfair to make the boy a political 
scapegoat, as is evident with the 
Opposition trying in vain to 


Rahul as a sportsman 
needs to be groomed, 
accepted, set free of all 
the shackles that his 
father’s name has put on 
him and then only can he 
view the world, and 
make it his own. 
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According to Depti 
Singh, a Delhi state 
shooter and daughter of 
Ajit Singh, secretary 
general Janata Dal, 
“Rahul IS an excellent 
shooter, in fact at 
present he is the most 
promising in Delhi I am 
sure if he concentrates 
more he can easily 
shape into a 
national/international 
star.” 

mount pickets .it tin (t,ii. I',. 
Heasas|X)itsni.ui rn efl^t.ilii 
pioomed ariffiled set fm ( <,ii; 
tlif shackles ttirft h.^f itln i s 
name ha.s put on him .uirl tl.c ?i 
only c an he view the vvoi lit .nifi 
make It his own Son*'/' him ,i 
break' 

Racheed Kidwai, New Delhi 
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It*s to be a busy season ahead for Indian cricketers A look 


INDIA’S CRICKETIN 


ft 



MRF 

WORLD SERIES 

* ..."—FOR THE .. . . 

JAWAHAR*TJVL NEHRU CUP 


October 15 
Oct. 19 

Octal 
Oct 22 
Oct. 23 


Oct 25 


Oct 27 


Oct. 29 
Oct 29 
Oct 30 


Oct 31 
Novomber 1 
Nov. 2 


NEHRU CUP ITINERARY 

England 

vs Sn Lanka 

Australia 

vs England 

West Indies 

vs Lanka 

Wl 

vs Australia 

India 

vs Lanka 

Pak 

vs England 

India 

vs Wl 

Pak 

vs Australia 

India 

vs England 

Pak 

vs Wl 

Australia 

vs Lanka 

India 

vs Australia 

Pak 

vs Lanka 

England 

vs Wl 

India 

REST DAY 
Semi-finals 

vs Pak 

1 

vs 4 

2 

REST DAY 

vs 3 


(Delhi) 

(Hyderabad) 

(Rt^kot) 

(Madras) 

(Ahmedabad) 

(Cut^dc) 

(Delhi) 

(Bombay) 

(Kanpur) 

(Chandigarh) 

(Goa) 

(Bangaktfi) 
(Lucknow) H 
(GwaUoil “ 
(CatCttW) 


(Bombay) 

(Nagpur) 


Losing seml-finaliat s'match 
Final 


(Catouba) 

(Calcutta) 


SHARJAH CUP (1889) 


OCTOBER 12 INDIA VS WEST INDIES 
OCTOBER 13 INDIA VS PAKISTAN 
2£I2!iS]! PAKISTAN vs WEST INDIES 
OCTOBER 16: INDIA VS WEST INDIES 
OCTOBER 17- PAKISTAN VS WEST INDIES 
OCTOBER 28 INDIA VS PAKISTAN 


D99(Hi3r Tromiy Llmitii Oyirs: Sipl 28 -OgI 2 


garter Final Central Zone Vs West Zone (Udaipur. Sept 26) 



iptember 30 


Dul99P Troptiy: 


Quarter final East Zone Vs Central Zone in Madras (Dec 25-28) 

Semis 1) North Zone Vs Winners of the quarter final (Vizag, Dec 31, Jan 2.3) 
2) South Zone Vs West Zone (Bangalore, Dec 31 Jan 2,3) 

Final To be played at Hyderabad from Jan 5-10,1990) 


Irinl Trophy 


Delhi Vs Rest of India, first week of November at Banglore 


Wills Trophy: 


Apnl, 1990 in West Zone cities. 
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(tie major engagements 


CALENDAR 


r 

! 

I 

^NNLXIIRE V 

REP'.>RT OF ICC MEMBERS HELD ON JULY 12 & I 1.IW 

I ( C itieeting was held at Lord's ILondon) on luly, 17 ii 13, I9SS 
The Board of Control for Cricket m India was represented by its President and Hon Secretary 
at the n'eeting 

A vers signifitant decision taken at the meeting is that the "espeiiinental" IS overs per hour 
>'s has now bci oine a "regulation" That is, now 40 overs have to be bowled duimg the 
6- .aurs play each das in a test Although there was geneial agreement that some penalty 
should be imposed it a side fails to bowl the required number of overs, it was lelt to the 
two * on< I'rni d loiiniiifs to de idt upon I'li niton and * ■'rin ot the pcmdty Thv propcnul to 
giant test status to Zimbabwe was not accepted though it was agreed to give encouragement 
to Zimbabwe in form of tours 

Itie It'l has decided to work towards treating an international panel of umpires b> 1991 In 
the meantime, umpirts m a test will be from the host rountry, or if the two countries (annot 
reach an agreement over umpires, they should - thrc'ugh their Boards - appoint iiiutuallv 
agreed "neutral umpires" II even this fails, then R C be approached lor appointment of 
ijmpires from the International Panel of umpires with neither country having the right to veto 
India and Pakistan have agreed to experiment with neutral umpires tor India's tout to Pakistan 
in 1 ebruary/March 1990 

England's proposal to limit bouncers to one per over was rc|t*cted Signifu aiitly, all non test 
playing members having a total ot more votes, voted against the proposal It i will write to 
lountry "urging" to support umpire, in strict implementation of law 42-8 governing tne 
intiiricdatory bowling of fast, short-pitched balls The meeting rejerted the proposal to 
nipose a ban o, writing in the Pre.s by the Captain or a player 

The meeting dt< ided upon the venues for the next three World Cup Competitions as under •- 


1992 

Australia and New Zealand 

199tf 

England 

7000 

India and Pakistan 


lapan and United Arab Emirates were admitted as affiliate members 

Under the new constitution. International Cricket Conference has been re-names as 
International Cricket Council. 

4 


Some of the Important decisions taken at the July ICC meeting 
which effect touring teams 


PAKISTAN TOUR 


T he following are the itineraries of 
llie Indian cricket team's tour of 
Palilslan, New Zealand, England and 


• » 


the Pakistan under-19 team's tour of 
India this year They were finalised at 
the BCCI working committee meeting 
in Bombay on August 19 


Nov. IB: Arrival In Karachi, Nov. 16 to 
16: First thrae-dey match el Karachi; 
Nov 20 to 22. Second three-day tie at 
Rawalpindi, Nov. 24 to 29 First Test at 
Karachi. Dee. 1 to 6. Second Test at 
Lahore, Deo 8 to 13. Third Test at 
Faisaiabad Dec. 16. First one-day in¬ 
ternational at Peshawar, Deo. 17: 
Second one-day International at Ou- 
jranwala or Slalkot Dae 19. Third one- 
day International at Lahore, Deo 21. 
Fourth one-day International at Hyder¬ 
abad. Deo. 22‘ Filth one-day Interna¬ 
tional at Karachi 


NEW ZEALAND TOUR 

Jan. 18, *90: Arrival at Auckland, Jan. 
22 to 25: vs Board President's XI at 
New Plymouth, Jan. 27 to 30. vs Ota¬ 
go at Dunedin; Fab. 2 to 6: Fir si Test 
at Christchurch, o^ab. 9 to 13* Second 
Test at Napier, Fab. 16 to 19. vs North- 
eran Districts at Hamilton, Fab. 22 to 
26: Third Test at Auckland. March 1 to 
11: One-day Internationals and 
triangular matches 

ENGLAND TOUR 

June 23: Arrival at London, June 29: 
vs League Cricket Conference. June. 
30 to July 2: vs Yorkshire July 4 to 6. 
vs Hampshire, July 7 to 9. vs Kant, 
July 11 to 13: vs Minor Counties, July 
14* vs Scotland, July 16: vs Der¬ 
byshire (tentative) July. 18: Firat one- 
day International at Headingley (re¬ 
serve day-19th), July 20. Second one- 
day International at Trent Bridge, July 
21 to 23: V8 Laicaslarahire, July 26 to 
31. First Test at Lord's, Aug 1 to 3: vs 
S"rray/NottinghamBhlra, Aug 4 to 6. 
vs Qloucestarshira, Aug 9 to 14: 
Second Test at Old Trafford. Aug. 15 
to 17: vs TCCB U-25 XI. Aug. 18 to 
20: vs Qtamorgan, Aug. 23 to 26: 
Third Test at The Oval 

PAKISTAN UNDBR-19 
TOUR OP INDIA 

Dae 21; Arrival In India, Dae 23 to 26. 
vs North Zona at Patiala, Dec. 26 to 
31 . First 'Test* at Delhi, Jan 3 to 5 '90. 
vs Central Zona at Nagpur, Jan 8 to 
10: vs Board PrasIdanI's XI at Indore, 
Jan. 13 to 16: Second ‘Teat’ at Kan¬ 
pur. Jan. 19 to 22. Third 'Test' at 
Jaipur; Jan. 25: First one-daysr at 
Ahmadabad, Jan. 28: Second one- 
dayer at Puna. Jan. 30 to Fab. 2: 
Fourth Test at Bombay ' 

IlMliaad KMwai, New Delhi 







K I was going to Oxford own How many of the at The Oval, first from 

Circus , said the news- South African tourists, Geoffrey Boycott, the 

paper seller to the toui- however, weie lured not second time from a mai 

ist, “I vvouldn’t start only by money, but out m the stands, who rect- 

from here at all ’ It is of disillusionment and oned, perceptively, that 
haid not to feel the same frustiation*^ at Lord’s he saw Jarvis 

about England's Cl icket- Is this England set up ruined for Test cricket 
ing dilemmas, so many one tha^ Getting and The cricketers avaii- 
wrcmg turnings having Jarvis, say, can have able this season have not 

been taken, misjudg- f’onfidence in*’Take Jar- been markedly inferior, 

me*its compounding vis Here is a young man for man, to Austra- 

misjudgnients ciuiekie of undoubted lia’s What has been 

The captaincy prob- ability athletic witty, lacking is leadership, 

lems started way bar k in raw What he needs is thought and 

ic}82 with the removal of encouragement, gui- application Gower is a 

f'letcher, and were dance and csonstant chat- charming man and a 

worsened by the despic- ter What does he get charming cricketer He 
able sacKing of Gatting with England*? Silence moves like an angel and 
after the barmaid He was left to himself does everything with de¬ 
outcry and no one appeared to ceptive ease lake Dex- 

This year Dextei was find out at Lord’s which ter, he has rarely strug- 
mesmei laed oy Gower’s end he preferi-ed This gled, grafted or been un- 
chai isma, in some ways observation was made to gainly, though it might 

A miriO’-image of his me twice within an hour have made him an even 
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bettei player, look at 
Border 

He has been graceful 
and generous in both de¬ 
feat and victory and he 
has not lost his sense of 
humour, however much 
he has used it as a de¬ 
fence in these hard 
times 

But he IS not a leader 
In May 1988 Middlesex 
we:e to play Leicester 
shire in Leicester At 
9 45 am the Middlesex 
players piactise in the 
net Peter Willey, the 
lone home playei who is 
changed, asks Mid- 
lilesex's coach if he could 
spare a bowlei or two for 
him to have a knock ‘be- 
cause no one fioin our 
lot ai rives befoi e 10 15" 

Secondly I was told by 
one of England s players 
this season ‘David 
doesn’t listen, he’s al¬ 
ways at least five oveis 
Ijehind tlie play " 

So let’s allow Gowei to 
forget about captaincy 


Gooch is now 
without 

confidence, and 
can not be 
burdened by 
captaincy. I 
wouid choose 
him as vice 
captain, with a 
brief to 
encourage the 
youngsters 


and all its ii ntatirig im¬ 
positions Let’s put him 
out to grass, and ask 
him to grace the cricket 
field as batsman and 
fielder 

So now whdt*^ If we 
discard Gower as cap- 
ttun, the iLinnors, as I 
see it, aie Gooch, 
Botham, Gieig, 
Roebuck, Neale, Nicho¬ 
las Paiker and m,v own 
dark horse, orginally 
mooted by Robin Mailai’, 
Willey 


leader: 




My choice 
wouid be Wiiiey. 
He isahard 
man, fuli of 
Geordie 
courage and a 
better piayer of 
quick bowling 
than of anything 
else. He is a 
disciplinarian 
Walking 
out to toss with 
VIv Richards, or 
facing Ambrose 
after a barrage 
of bouncers, ne 
would not be 
outfaced 







V . ^ 


i. V ;,, 







lam Botham, faded to 
mature as a batsman 

To my mind the three 
who have never played a 
Test match. Roebuck, 
Nicholas and Neale, plus 
Parker, should be ex¬ 
cluded Gooch IS now 
without confidence, and 
can be burdened by cap¬ 
taincy I would choose 
him as vice captain, with 
a brief to encourag-e and 
talk to the youngsters 
Greig is level headed 
and likeable, a useful 
bowler and a coin ageous 
batsman, 1 would not 
quarrel with his selec¬ 
tion Botham is now less 
of a bowlei than Greig, 
and has not matured as 
a batsman m the way I 
have long hoped he 
would Moi cover I have 
no evidence to suggest 
that as captain he will 
have grown out of his 
earliei shoitcomings 
My choice would be 
Willey He is a hard 
man, full ot Geordie 
courage and a better 
player of quick bowling 
than of anything else 
He IS a disciplinarian, a 
style I am not in general 
sympathetic towards 
But walking out to toss 
with Viv Richards, or 
facing Ambrose after a 
barrage of bouncers, he 
would not be outfaced 
Willey would cariv a 
message, to and beyond 
the dressing rcxim, that 
however down we are, 
we do not give in or look 
sheepish 

In the short run, such 
an attitude is what Eng¬ 
land, and English crick¬ 
et, needs to restore its 
.self-respect It may not 
gets us straight to 
Eldorado, but we should 
at least manage Oxford 
Circus 

Facing page* Qeft) 
Niohokw one of the 
contenders (right) 
David Oower* not a 
leader 






charming man and 
achambig 
crickelar...Heliaa 
been graceful and 
generous in both 
defeat and victory 
and he has not 
lost his sense of 
humour, however 
much he has used 
it is a defence in 
these hard times. 
Butheisnota 
leader 
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HE 

ATHLETES 
were 
growing 
restless 
Their bus, 
parked 
outside the 
Sheraton 
Towers Hotel in 
Brussels, was already 
late leaving for Heysel 
Stadium There were, 
explained an official, no 
police outriders at 
present available to 
accompany it 
Then two policemen 
on motorbikes, all black 
leather and flashmg 
blue lights, appeared 
The athletes 
immediately relaxed, 
brightened But all that 
moved off into the 
drizzle behind the bikes 
was a private car 
transporting Carl Lewis 
The bus remained, 
stubbornly parked 
Later that evening, 
when Lewis finished 
only fifth in the 2CX)m, 
the cheermg seemed to 
swell m the athletes’ 
enclosure 

Yet Lewis has by now 
achieved a competitive 
level which easily 
overrides any 
resentment He has 
heard it all before, and 
he has won six Olympic 
gold medals 
He IS also one of the 
sport’s most vociferous 
anti-drugs 
campaigners, which 
makes all the more 
surprising the news that 
he could once more be 
racmg the disgraced 
world chsunpion, Ben 
Johnson, m little more 
than a year if 

Carl Lewis hasn’t lost a 
long Jump event sinoa 
1981 





Walk The Streets 


commercial forces have 
their way 

Lewis’s manaerer, Joe 
Douglas, conhrmed in 
London that before the 
Dubin inquiry began in 
Toronto he had already 
received seven separate 
proposals for a series of 
re-matches “The 
smallest offer was for 
one milhon dollars, the 
biggest for six million,” 


pair, either as a main 
event or on the Grand 
Pnxcircuitm 1991, 
cannot be ruled out 
“We consider Ben to be 
a reasonable man, who 
became the product of 
the people around hun,” 
Douglas said “But we 
would insist that he was 
tested in dependently for 
three months before any 
race with Carl ” 


the hurdles, the sprmts, 
and the other explosive 
events Personally, I 
don’t think that many 
athletes are actually on 
drugs, but 1 believe that 
there are certain drug 
camps centred around a 
particular coach The 
fact that the Charhe 
Froncis group is out of 
Europe this summer has 
cleaned up the spnnts 


support withm his 
tourmg Santa Momca 
track club, which set a 
world 4 X 200m relay 
record in Kolblenz 
recently But they 
remain a grroup apart, 
and he remains a man 
apart 



Moments before the 
historlo loom race at 
Seoul 

he said, although none 
of them has been taken 
up 

Johnson is stil banned 
hrom competition until 
September 1990 
anyway, but while there 
have been threats to 
prevent him ever 
representing Canada 
again in international 
competition, a 
straightforward 
meeting between the 


P ERSONALLY, I don't think that many 
athletes are actually on drugs, but I 
believe that there are certain drug camps, 
centred around a particular coach. The fact 
that the Charlie Francis group is out of Europe 
this summer has cleareo up the sprints for 
both men and women"—Carl Lewis 


Perhaps, as a result of 
Johnson’s experience m 
Seoul, Lewis was able to 
insert some optimism 
“All of a sudden, it 
seemslhuoh cleaner m 


for both men and 
women.” 

Lewis, 28, remains a 
contradiction He extols 
the virtues of close 
friendships and mutual 


Carl Lewis (oentre) 
walking off led by 
Johnson momenta after 
the medal ceremony at 
the Seoul Olympio 
Oamee 

But 18 the 
ostentatiously ehte 
approach of the Santa 
Momca club divisive 
Among the other 
athletes? 

“Of course,” Lewis 
says “But we’ve set 
outselves apart as 
leadOTS We demand 
standards that have 
helped the entire sport 








Carl Lewia at the start of 
the 100m race in Romu 

We have 
single-handedly 
upgraded the athletes’ 
hotels If we don't like 
the accommodation, we 
say. 'We’re not staying 
here’ But we also give 
value You very rarely 
see a Santa Monica 
athlete running badly 
We don't change events, 
and we don’t back out of 
races We try to set a 
high level of ethics *’ 

A high level of income 
too Having the Santa 
Monica club run at your 
meeting may cost you 
around $130,000 (or six 
and a half Ovetts, in the 
new currency) Of that, 
$35,000 probably goes 
to Lewis himself, 
putting him, alongside 
Said Aouita, as the 
highest-paid athlet^n 
the world 
He talks of being a 
pnsoner of his hotel 
room, unable to casually 



shop or stroll, or to take 
the athletes’ bus to the 
stadium because of the 
crowds he attracts 
Recently en route 
between Brussels and 
the Concorde for home. 

It was "Look this way, 
Carl, this way Carl,” on 
the grassy centre of 
Orosvenor Square, while 
PRs from Tag Heuer, 
whose sports watches he 
promotes, an»ously 
chain-smoked nearby 
There was a brief 
pause as a toddler, 
playing nearby, 
spontaneously 
approached Lewis and 
handed him his orange 
rubber ball Ironically, it 
might just have been the 
sort of simple, 
unmotivated gesture 
that a man who, m his 
tune, has received every 
possible sporting 
accolade and criticism, 
most appreciated 

CWfTenvIe 

C o u rH»y nMniiM.UMon 
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LOOK AT 
TENNIS 
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Cofiu* on John Wdkn up 
•t v/Viis jiist a ft It ridly tdfj 
>0 thf hf.itJ fur (.liii'Adke'i 
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.Botham (fw left^jreels In while son Liam 
^ ,v« 4 s 80 ond from right) trtes his luck too 






BOTHAM 

MISSES 

A 

CATCH! 


I AN BOTHAM, England’s volatile 
all-rounder, swopped his cricket 
bat for a fishing rod...and still 
I ended up without a score. 
Struggling to regain form on the 
cricket field, eventually being dropped 
for the sixth and final Test of the 
just-concluded Ashes series thanks 
to a dislocated finger, Botham took 
some pais to his holiday hideaway on 
Alderney in the Channel Islands for a 
fishing trip. But even with his 
11-year-old son Liam there to prepare 
the rod, Botham couldn’t catch a 
thing* 

Renting a £50-a-week cottage on 
Aiderney, Botham has been spending 
time fishing and visiting his friend 
John Arlott, of commentating fame, 
who lives nearby. Speaking to 
newsmen about his trip, Botham said 
that he loves the island’s peace and 
the tranquility. Only problem was, the 
fish like It that way too. They just 
refused to notice he was there! 
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THE LEAGUE TRUDGE 




HKN tho 
Ciroup 
A’ 

Calcutta 
Sc>njf>j 
DiviMon 
s(K (('I IcaKuc bc-gan, the 
small teams sht)wed the 
buj niiip flt'sjje to jesist 
tlie thie( piemiei c liibs 
and ( veil wrest points 
tlorn them A few of 
tlieiri did upset the 
applei HI t in the profess, 
tint ds th«* league entered 
its si'cond phase the 
stamina and the will of 
theJe.ssei teams have 
waned and theie has 
been <i downwai d swing 
in then fighting 
qu.itities Ttie small 
sides who have 
ti mnipfied ovei the 
Maidan giants met then 
ftoom in the next lound 
And in a bfdittirig 
m.innei 

But tiefoie wedelvv 
iiilotlie 

ix‘i toi iiiaiieos often 
inoiiotonous of the Big 
Thiee theie is one vitally 
imjioi tant question 
whi'thei the Indian 
Football Assoc lation will 
be alile to c omplete the 
i 111 I ent league betoi e 
the Septemlxii 30 
deadliiie‘>TheIFA 
Sec let.iiy Ml Prodyut 
Dutta st'cins optimistic 
ot eoniphting it with a 
Ic'w altoiatioiis But 
will he 1 k' able to, 
eonsidei ing that tho 
govei nment is not 
I c'xaf tly Vx'ing very 
helpful 

Piodyut Duttd seems 
to tuivc'somc* ego 
h.issles Pei haps his 
St nblxii 111 less to come to a 
peac e pai Ic'v with the 
Sjioits Ministei Subhas 
Chakraboitv is the 
pnm.iry leasoii why the 
Ic'ague IS still iuigeiing 
on with no signs of 
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Injured Cheema seen in action against Tollygunge 
Agragami East Bengal won 3-0 

(inset) Pranab Mondol Bagan’s 
against Sonali Sibir 






CALCUTTA 
SENIOR DIVISION 
SOCCER 


ON...AND ON... 



ending While the 
Ministei ‘wants' to end 
the stalemate, the IFA 
Secretary isn’t ready for 
a dialogue to find a 
solution to holding the 
big matches There are 
ioui big encounters yet 
to be played and Dutta 
will have to take the 
initiative now and get 
the games over with If 
the association is 
inletested on staging 
the IFA shield which is 
gradually withei ing to 
oblivion, then things 
will have to be sorted out 
now 

Last year, the Shield 
wasn’t hold and one 
hopes this is not 
repeated again It has 
taken enough beating 
because of the lack of big 
outstation teams 
pa* ticipating over the 
years 

And as we get back to 
the league scene, the 
junior players of the 
three big clubs who have 
all the while been sitting 
on the bench got a 
break, while the seniors 
wore doing duty for 
their employers In fact, 
it was quite a relief to see 
the newcomers fighting 
vigorously 

While Mohun Bagan 
and Mohammedan 
Sporting face problems 
of mustering a team due 
to the absence of their 
stalwarts. East Bengal 
was comparatively in 
high spiiits not having 
lost any of their seniors 
Bagan had requested for 
deferment of the 
matches but the IFA 
rejected the request 

Amal Dutta found the 
going tough in fielding 
a side against Sonali 
Sibir in the second 
meeting Defender 
Ashish Pal Chowdhury 












whom we had seen m Banexjee The earher defeat 

action at Coimbatore With a depleted side made it all the more 

during^ the Federation Mohammedan SC imperative for 

Cup, was compelled to somehow managed a Kumartuli to play better 

play when he was goalless draw agamst against Mohammedan 

supposed to have been at Railway FC But the SC But they were very 

his father's bedside in junior players didn't disjointed and looked 

hospital Another new allow RFC to take pathetic For the home 

player was Samar advantage and had on a side it was sweet 

Majumdar to play for couple of occasions come revenge Mohammedcui 

Baganandhedidqiutea close to SC were m sparkling 

fine job scoring Maatan form and scored three 

For the first time Ahmed's header hit the goals withm 25 

Baganhadinew-look bar and Amzad missed a minutes Chibuzor 

defence but it didn’t have open chance bringing down the rival 

to sweat much as Sonali citadel when the match 

had no stmg m their Francis Barua wore was only 20 seconds 

attack In midfield Sudip the black-and-white old—the fastest goal this 

Chatterjee couldn't do shirt for the first time season Fivemmutes 

much but It was his kick and performed later Javed Ansar 

from the right that saw creditably He was the smothered Kumartuli's 

Prasanta Saha find the best on view in spite of confidence although 

Sonahnet SishirOhosh luslackofconditionmg Chibuzor added another 

increased the margin on the Calcutta maidan to his tally of goals 

when he only had to tap It is si^nsing why East Bengal cant take 

in a defence spLiing Baru.'% not given more chances any more if they 

through from Prasanta opportunities are to han g on to the 


leagrue crown Butthev 
g^ot a jolt when their 
saviour Cheema met 
with an accident while 
returmng from practice 
on the day Bagan beat 
Sonah But nothing 
serious and when he 
entered the held against 
Tollygunge Agragam' 
the stands erupted as if 
they felt they were 
g^uaranteed of a goal It 
was the revenge that 
East Bengal were 
looking for having lost 
the first leg And 
Cheema sure enough 
scored the opener 
Rad]u Saha and 
Knshanu Dey ended the 
story on a triumphant 
note A win that saw 
East Bengal take 
another step forward. 
Towards their goal 
tiMiMh Sarcar 
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SILLY POINT BY TRISHANKU 


The Springbok Invitation 


> 




I 

I 

i 
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H- 
ESE 
are 
truly 
great 
men, 
gen¬ 
uine 
mai- 

tyrs,” I told my friend, 
who IS a close friend of 
Kapil Dev and Co 
"Who*’” asked my 
friend 

“Who else but Kapil 
IX‘v and the other 
banned live*’ ’ I said If 
the BCCI has any sense, 
they’d immediately htt 
the ban and welcome the 
playei s like the hcr(x*s 
they are ' 

“I thought you 
supported the ban ’ said 
my friend 
“That was at the 
beginning," I said 
“Much before the South 
African connection was 
made public ” 

My friend looked 
puzzled “What IS this 
South African 
connect)' ri you are 
talking about*’” he 
asked 

“Don’t you know that 
Ah Bacher and hiS South 
African partners have 
offered our players huge 
sums for touring their 
country*’” I asked “L’s 
in all the papers ” 




“The announcement of 
rejecting the South 
African of fet is a ploy 
my friend said Tfie 
entii e issue is a plant 
“Wfiy should it Ite" I 
asked 

“Just to Cl cate a 
sympatlvy w.ive foi tfie 
banned six explained 
the friend 

"At present then is 
not much sympat h\ loi 
them Everyone* is 
talking about gretxl 
arrogance and soon and 
most people feel tliat the 
ban 18 justified ’ 

“That IS ti ue ” 1 said 
“Even I was for the ban 
The friend nodded 
‘■yeab that’s how it is all 
planned The invitation 
from South Afru-a is 
totally ima gi nar y Yet, 
when It IS tin n(*d down 
by ourlianned six, the\ 
expect editoi lals in the 
papers pi aismg ttu’iri 
for then sense of 
sacrifice 8 elfleHHne.s 8 , 
affinity with the 
coloui eds and so on 
“What cheek’’’’ I 
exclaimed 

* Who knows, the 
banned six may lx* 
expecting sucfi a 
sympathy wave ’ 
continued the friend 
“that demands would fx 
made from political 
platforms todrop the 


My frieiid had a hearty laugh “So you fell for that 
story,” he said 

*‘Why not*’ Why shouldn’t the South Africans 
myite our players*’” I asked 

*‘Did All Bacher or any South African source ever 
say that they were interested in our players*’” the 
friend asked ire 

I thought about it and then shook my head ‘*Not 
exactly,” I said “But the players had been hinting 
that the invitation was on and that they had declined 
the invitation because of the apartheid issue ” 

“Very funny,” said the friend ‘*Why should the 
Springboks want a group of third rate players who 
shy away from fast bowling to play against their 
women’s team*’” 

I Icxiked at him for further details 


ban Kapil Dev and company may also be 
fondly hoping that the non-existent Soutti Af n< .ui 
offer becomes an election issue ” 

*‘How IS that*’” I asked 

"Well, some of them could approat b V P .Sing h 
said my friend “And Devi I^al can be incited to inakr 
the ban a political issue I mean, that the ban on 
Kapil Dev, is an insult to Haryana and so on ” 

“Why doesn’t All Bacher issue a statement alxiut 
not inviting our players*’” I asked 

“That can be done ” said the friend “Pr ovidc'd tie 
knows that men like Arun I^al and Kiran More ai e 
our stalwarts For all we know, Bachei may not be 
aware of the existence of the banned six with t he 
possible exception of Vengsarkar and Kapil Dev ’ 








lilLE noone caji be 
f‘ntirely happy about 
^ m the standard of 

Ftntish football, the 
‘wt remainathatitis 
® ^ !«'ld m very high 

esteep' -.ig ♦hose involved in 

rh“ (’,<' i.ip«Isewhere I like to tnink 
♦hat 1 lic image of our football will 
he 1 t v»n higher by the 
pT’Pser.ieo* Kngland Scotland 
ind th** insii Republic in the 
vtoTI'l t'up h'jndhi m Italy next 
...ne 

’ngiand are vi ry much in the 
irn 1 ng seat m t heir qualifying 
gniii/ vhich reflects enormous 


credit on Bobby Robson 
All managers must expect to 
take stick when their teams aren't 
doing well, but the criticism 
levelled at lam after England’s 
disappointing European 
Championship performances was 
quite unbelievable In terms of his 
team selections and tactics, I have 
not agreed with everything he has 
done Having said that, though. I 
have always felt that, generally, 
he has done a good job 
As far as the European 
Championship is concerned, it 
wasn’t his fault that so many of 
his best players—John Barnes, 


Peter Beardsley and Gary 
Lineker, for example—did not 
produce the form of which th^ 
were capable 

There is always the likehhood of 
this happemng in British 
mtemational teams, in view of the 
ultra-high physical demands on 
the top players during the season 

The point was driven home to 
me when I was m charge of 
Scotland's 1986 World Cup squad 
m Mexico One of the biggest 
differences between us and the 
other teams in our group, 
Denmark, West Germany and 
Urugpiay, was that they were 





sharper and quicker up front 
Frank McAvennie, for example, is 
renowned for his explosive pace, 
but because of West Ham’s 
gniellmg end to the season, the 
edge had been taken off this 
aspect of his gfame by the time we 
got him 

One criticism levelled at Robson 
IS that he has tended to be too loyal 
to certam players 

Take the case of centre half, 
Terry Butcher 

Though he IS a better footballei 
fban he is given credit for. 

Butcher IS basically a No 5 in the 
traditional British mould—big, 
strong and dominating m the air 
It can be argued that such central 
defenders are ill-equipped to cope 
with t,he speed and mobility of 
international strikers But 
successful teams comprise many 
diflierent qualities and attributes, 
it IS important to achieve the right 
blend In this respect, the qualities 
that Butcher has brought to the 
England side can’t be dismissed 

I was reminded of the point 
recently when Aston ViUa's 
manager, Graham Taylor, was 
discussing Ian Rush’s problems in 
estabhshing himself in the 
Liverpool team at the expense of 
John Aldndge Taylor pointed out 
that while Rush is considered a 
much bet ter player than Aldndgre, 
the latter could be better suited to 
the Liverpool system 

I can’t help thinkmg that some 
of the goals England conceded m 
the European Championship 
would have been avoided had 
Butcher been there 

As a manager, you don’t really 
know a player until you have 
worked with him Bobby Robson 
knows Terry Butcher better than 
anyone—he, of course, worked 
with him at Ipsunch for a number 
of years—and the faith Robson 
has shown m the big man at 
international level can’t be said to 
have been displaced when you 
look at England’s defensive 
record 

There is a parallel here in the 
case of the Aberdeen central 
defenders, Alex McLeish and 
WUlie Miller As their club 
manager. I was accused of 
prqjudioe when I selected them for 
SocAland’s 1986 World Cup squad 


But they justified their places 
through their performances and, 
of course, they have contmued to 
figure prominently in the 
Scotland set-up under my 
successor Andy Roxburgh 
Roxburgh himself has had a fan* 
bit of stick for contmumg with 
Celtic’s Roy Aitken 


■ have always felt that, 
generally, Bobby 
Robson has done a good 
job. As far as the 
European Championships 
ns concerned, it wasn 't 
that his fault that so many 
of his best 

players — Barnes, Lineker.\ 

Beardsley for 

example—did not produce 


Lake Butcher, Aitken would not 
claim to be among the most 
polished players Yet, because oi 
his drive, enthusiasm and 
knowledge of the game, he is a 
tremendous man to have in your 
team when they are in a 
backs-to-the-wall situation 
Perhaps Scotland’s best 


performance under Roxburgh 
was when they beat Bulgaria 1 -O 
in the European Championship 
two seasons ago, a result which 
put the Irish Repubhc through to 
the finals of the competition The 
key to the Soots’ success was the 
performance of Aitken. in a 
“sweeper” role just in front of the 
oentrsil defenders rather than 
behmd them 

Alex FSrguaon is th« manager of 
Manohester United 



if Indian Soccer's New Hope 

. .. 



HE TRIBAL 
THREESOME 



They learnt the game, playing barefeet in far off and forgotten 
tribal villages. They graduated to village level tournaments 
where the winning team was awarded a goat. Today these three 
tribal teenagers are on the threshold of representing India and 
are being heralded as the messiahs of Indian soccer A 

fascinating story 


I NDIAN football s 
latest liopofiils 
(some say last 
hope) jiethm' 
teenaged ti jbals 
They are str iket 
Kiian Khongsai 
(Manipui), stoppei back 
Jowel Bey (Assam) and 
wmg back Emmanuel 
Nikotima.s (Nit obar 
Islands) Allthiwaie 
amongst the 27 
probables foi thelriian 
team for the 

forthcoming SAF Games 
in Islamabad from Oct 
20 -27 

Their advent to fn st 
class football, is like a 
truth stranger than 
fiction A little over a 
year ago they were 
non-entities in local 
leagues Astnbals 
literally had no access to 


big leagues vif Calcutta 
or Bombay Talent 
scouts of the big clubs, 
do not go to Iniphal, 
Karbhianglong district 
As.sam or the Nicobar 
Islands Like many 
before them, their fate 
would have been as in 
the words of the poet 
Thomas Gray, “full 
many a flower is born to 
blush unseenyAnd waste 
its sweetness on the 
desert air ’ (for desert, 
read tubal hills) 
Fortunately for this 
lucky trio, the saviour 
appeared The Sports 
Authority of India, 
under its Special Area 
games scheme, decided 
to reel uit teenaged 
footballers of potential 
from'North-East region 
and the Andaman apd 


Nicobar Islands The 
project officer, Mr B V 
P Rao and coach Anjan 
Chowdhury made a 
painstaking selection 
In 1988, they toured the 
North-East States and 
Nicobar Islands 
extensively for six 
months 80 players were 
invited for trials to the 
Nehru Stadium, DeUii 
After the trials and 
intensive psychological 
tests, 20 were chosen for 
intensive training, 
which commenced m 
July 1988 
Rao explains, “We 
interviewed all the 
players we wanted and 
retained only those who 
had a burning desire to 
reach the top in soccer 
It was useless keeping 
unhappy trainees Some 




wanted to go back, to 
help their family in 
cultivation or needed 
immediate employment 
which we could not 
provide So we released 
such players Only those 
with a mentally tough 
attitude were retained ” 
And amongst the 20 
Kiran, Jowel and 
Emmanuel were 
retained Their football 
romance had started 
All three are from 
humble backgrounds 
and obscure regions, 
unknown in the sports 
map of India The 
common motivative 
factors for the three are 
their lOve for 
football—and 
determination Coach 
Anjan Chowdhury 
explains, “When they 
came to me about a year 
ago, they were of the 
same calibre as the 
others Diligence and 
determination took 
them to the Indian team 
in a short time ” 

Where and how did 
they began*^ Each of 
them has a different tale 
to tell 

IRAN KIIONGSAl 
hails from 
Mongbung village, in 
district Senapati, 25 
kms from Imphal in 
Manipur His father is a 
pastor in the village He 
IS the youngest in a 
family of foul brothers 
and one sister His 
actual name is 
I,alkhohao Khongsai, 
but he prefers the 
nickname Kiran 
He started playmg 
barefoot at the age of 
twelve and soon he 
participated in village 
tournaments on rough 
and uneven village 
grounds From there he 
graduated to the Imphal 
league 5ft Bins taU, 
weighing 72 kgs Kiran 
excelled as a striker for 


Aba Club m the first 
division Imphal league 
His education is lumted, 
having not even fimshed 
school Unemplojrment 
and local football seemed 
to be his fate The 
cheerful Kiran like 
many other teenaged 
unemployed in India 
was dnftmg 
Coach Anjan 
Chowdhury saw his 
potential in the Imphal 
league and took him to 
Delhi Smce then he has 
never looked back His 


detemunation to 
succeed is phenomenal 
Durmg the summer 
months, he was shoved 
awkwardly during 
practice and severely 
damaged his right knee 
On June 9,1989, he 
underwent a knee 
operation at the local All 
India Institute of 
Medical Sciences “I just 
hoped that I could play 
football again," said a 
pensive Kiran after the 
operation Yet such is 
his grit and 
perseverance that he 
started playmg by 


mid-August 

The coach considers 
Kiran the qmckest 
striker in the coimtry 
Hence he was included 
m the list of probables 
for the second camp, 
even though he couldn’t 
attend the first camp 
due to injury Kiran has 
resumed match practice 
and is raring to go His 
assets are his thrust, 
speed, powerful 
shooting with both feet 
and goal-scoring knack 
Anjan Chowdhury 


says, "he is a modern 
footballer, using his 
body weight effectively 
and IS very fast Above 
all his positional play in 
both the 4-4-2 and 4-3-3 
formation is good He 
enjoys rigorous practice 
and IS very disciplined ” 
Kiran excelled for his 
SAG team in a friendly 
match with the Indian 
junior probables 
coached by Sukhwinder 
Singh The SAG team 
won 3-0, with Kiran 
scoring two 
breathtaking goals He 
snatched a ball from a 


defender near the 
s half-lme and dnbbled 

fast and scored from the 
edge of the box, with a 
[ lowgprounder His next 

goal was a pile driver 
from an acute angle 
I’t Indian junior coach 

Sukhwinder Smgh and 
IS former BSF skipper 

» Sukhpal Singh Bisht say 
9 that Kiran reminds 

them of Inder Singh or 
Shyam Thapa with his 
t climcal finishing If 

k Kiran shows 

appropriate match 


■■ 

HEN they 
came to me 
(coach Anjan 
(ZJhowdhury) 
about a year ago, 
they were of the 
same calibre as 
the others. 
Diligence and 
determination 
took them to the 
Indian team in a 
short time 



temperament and his 
knee does not give way, 
he could be Indian 
football’s pin-up boy in 
the Nineties 


J OWEL BEY, the 
sturdy defender 
from Assam, is the 
epitome of diligence He 
hails from Sarbebey 
Karkok village in the 
Karbhianglong district 
His father is a cultivator 
with a small patch of 
land 

Jowel has ien brothers 
and sisters Like most 
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village boys he started 
barefoot football at the 
age of twelve Then he 
played in inter-village 
tournaments, with a 
goat as a prize In 1985, 
he represented Assam in 
the Rural Games 

Born on April 16 
1970, Jowel wore boots 
for the first tune as a 
15-year-old in 1985 in 
the Rural Games He 
also player! with 
distinction for the 
school, Don Bosco HS, 
Diphii Shy and modest 
Jowel adniittcd, “It took 
me time to gel 
accustomed toplaying 
in boots I was so used tc 
barefoot football, which 
helped mv kicking and 
tackling' 

His break came when 
he was selcx’tcd for the 
junior nationals for 
Assam in 1987 at 
Tinsukhia He then got 
an offer to play for 
SantipurAC in the 
Guwahati league It was 
there that Anian 
Chowdhury spotted him 
and took him to Delhi 
The rest is history 

At the national camp, 
Jowel impressed with 
his quick tackling and 
powerful shooting He 
admitted “In the 
beginning I was 
overawed playing with 
my henies, Sudip 
Chatterjee. Amit Bhadra 
and Mauricio Alfonso 
However they always 
encouragt'd me and I am 
glad to be an India 
probable As a village 
playei, I never even 
dreamt that I would one 
day play football in 
Delhi and be selected for 
India I must improve 
my technique and 
justify my coach's faith 
in me " 

Anjan Chowdhury 
praises Jowel Bey’s 
mental attitude and 
diligence “He is always 
asking questiors, trains 



hard and wants to 
improve ” An admirer of 
Franz Bcckenbaur and 
Rijkarrd, the near s x 
foot tall Jowel Bey is a 
thinking playei 

T he eldest of the trio 
IS Emmanuel 
Nikotimas of the 
Nicobar Islands Born in 
1969 (he does not 
remember the date, but 
says it 18 near 


H IS(Kiran's) 
assets are his 
thrust, speed, 
powerful 
shooting with 
both feet and 
goal-scoring 
knack 


Christmas), he hails 
from Isomolu village 
Hib father is a coconut 
cultivator and he has 


five brothers and two 
sisters 

Emmanuel started 
playing the game m 
1980 He was in a soccer 
cra^ school and learned 
the game watching 
seniors play AsaClass 
Vn student, he damaged 
his knee playing on 
sandy grounds but 
fortunately recovered 
soon 

The knee injury 
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prevented him from 
playing m the Subroto 
Mukhei^ee Cup at Delhi 
His hopes of playing big 
time football had faded 
But then /Vnjan 
Chowdhury spotted his 
potential in a local 
match and took him to 
Delhi Emmanuel says, 
“I prefer playmg in the 
midfield but my coach 
makes me play as left 
wing back ” 


■ WAS overawed 
playmg with 
my heroes. Sudip 
Chatterjee, Amit 
Bhadra and 
Mauricio Alfonso. 
However, they 
always 
encourage me 
and I am glad to 
be on India 
probable: Jowel 


Kiran Khongsai evading 
Jowel Bey in a praotioe 
seesion at the Nehru 
Stadim, Delhi, while 
Bnunanuel Nikotimas 
looks on 


The coach feels 
Emmanuel is a better 
defender “Histackhng 
IS good and distribution 
especially with his left 
foot IS accurate 


However, he needs tc, 
improve his positional 
play and concentratioi. 
The 1989 SAP games 
will show if the 
threesome of youthful 
tribals will succeed in 
the exacting atmosphere 
of international football 
If they succeed, they 
could be trend setters loi 
Indian football in the 
Nineties 
NovylUpMiia 
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Raw surging tyre power. It shows in the shoulder. Not just 
the brawn to go the distance. But the ability to flex and 
weave,grip and roll with the assurance of Ceat technology 
Together witn Yokohama of Japan. 

After all. nobody bu'Ids tyres like Ceat does. 
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Pyou 
listen 
carefully 
you can 
almost 
hear it 
Ciao Chns 
Sayonara 
Chris 

idios Chris Adieu 
:hns Chus Chns—you 
ay, what the hell is 
roing on here‘s 
Oh, nothing really 
ust the world in every 
anguage saying 
arewell And though 
he was bom a Yankee 
rirl, way West in Fort 
iauderdale, Flonda, 
his lady belongs to the 
vorld—for in every 
ontinent there are 
>eople with a little 
tiemory of her tucked 
iway 

In 1985, the Women's 
jports Foundation 
lonoured her as the ‘The 
Greatest Woman Athlete 
or the last 25 years’ -it 
vas a stamp, a mark of 
espect to a woman 
vhose fire (skills) and 
ce (impassiveness) are 
tcknowledged from the 
narkets of Ecuador to 
he bylanes of 
Yokohama There are 
ew who know her not 
Look at her another 
vaythen My 
grandfather, who died 
n1971, he could have 
uiown Chns then And 
118 great grandson, my 
ux year old nephew 
mows Chns now Yup, 
ihe’s been around that 
ong—and surely nght 
.hrough Miss Evert to 
Vlrs Lloyd to Mrs Evert 
n Mrs Evert-Mill, the 
mduring factor has 
leen her most startling 
xiurage- if she was a 
ittle loss lady like you 
x>uld have called it 
jffrontery 



Precocity has writers 
in a thrall 

40 ~ 


today—Sanchez. Graf, 
Seles, Sabatini—there is 
an incomprehension and 
wonder of the 
youthfulness of these 
players Seles, giggling, 
15, you thmk, Jesus 
she's such a child, this is 
unbelievable But you 
think again, way back in 
1970 it wasn’t that 
different 

Margaret Court, on 
the edge of immortality, 
had just won the Grand 
Slam —then she meets 
this 15-year-old 
pigtailed girl who goes 
whap whap from the 
baseline Chns Mane 
Evert didn't give a hoot 
for the Grand Slam—she 
whap-whapped Court 
7-6, 7-6 Outrageous 

A year later, at 16, 
Evert had dismissed 
Virginia Wade 6-1,6-1 
and Francoise Durr At 
17. Goolagong and 
Kerry Melville were 








A LEGEND BIDS FAREWELL 
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added to the list And 
since then she’s become 
a statistical assault—a 
record 157 tournament 
wins, a record matches 
played (over 1400), 
second highest Grand 
Slam sihgles won (18), 
longest vnniung streak 
on clay (125 
matches)—(you’ll have 
to see box on page 50 for 
details, space here is 
limited) 


An mcredible 
explosion of emotion has 
preceded Evert’s 
retirement—when two 


years ago she began 
easmg dovm, a barely 
perceptible decay m her 
game 

Rarely, and Borg was 
the ranty of this 
generation, do tennis 
players, for whatever 
reasons, quit abruptly 
So to mth Chns—^no 
way would she go 
quietly mto the ccdd 
dark night Allnght, 
she would say, Tm tired 
of bemg a gypsy. I want 
to settle down’, but a 
deep rooted pnde 
demanded another go 1 
think wre saw that when 
she ralhed to reach the 







The Everts and Andy Mill 
wave goodbye to 
Wimbledon 




filuda of the 1988 
Australian Open 
But that was it Now 
the pnde perlu^ 
reversed Itself Not only 
was Chns unable to 
mahdi Steffi’s levels, she 
was strugg^hng to 
maintain her own hie^h 
standards Age was one 
fbctor, declining 
motivation was another, 
and so was Andy Mill 
with whom Chris was 

finding imiTiftmn irfthle 

hi^ip^li^sBS Takingit 
easy, raising a family, 
seemed infinitdy better 
options than one more 
mediocre year on the 
circuit—^what anyway 
did shehave left to proved 
Well.ahttle 
something more it 
seems I remember 
writirig once that 
having seen the Sound 
of Music over 15 tunes, 
Chris appreciates the 
value of nostalgic 
endings—and that is 
being reflected at the US 
Open right now Buoyed 
the enormous waves 
of emotion hrom the 
crowd, she is playing 
extraordinary 
tennis—^Monica Seles 
went 6-0,6-2 and Chns 
surely as confused as 
every one else could only 
say, “I don’t know where 
it came ftxim, I haven’t 
played so well all year**. 
From the steeliness that 
hnee her 34 year old 
stcanach^ Chns quiet m 
speech. 18 still 
outrageous in her game 
And for this wnter, all 
three experiences with 
Qms have been tinged 
with this gnt Gnt, 
intorwined with her 
unparalled ability to 
mask any pressure 
situation with a most 
stunning grace 


Wimbledon 1987 
About to watch an 
institution for the first | 





time all the cliches and 
stats come pouring out 
Oh yes, she's a 
consistently composed 
lady Oh yes, she's 
revered by the players, 
in fact she's been 
Women’s International 
Tennis Association 
president a record seven 
times Oh yes, her 
groundstrokes are 
clinically efficient But 
no-one tells me, lady 
notwithstanding, don’t 
mess with Chris Well 
someone did, for Chns 
was mad “All the talk 
has been of Steffi and 
Martina going at each 
other I feel like 
shouting Vhat about 
me’”’ Phew' 

And the lady is serious 
auad Tm captivated 


Hurtling through the 
draw she makes the 
semi finals—against 
Martina again Watch 
her—No unncessary 
movements Leaning 
forward, lips pursed, 
waiting for serve 
Brushing away a loose 
lock of hair Face 
impassive, if you’ve 
missed the point her 
reaction tells you 
nothing, zero 
Third set Martina 
serves at 5—4 Chns is 
unmoved A flurry of 
shots, specifically that 
two-fisted backhand 
down the hne which has 
got a US patent number 
and she has break point 
Too late She loses 2-6, 
7-5,4-0—so what does 
she say then this ‘What 


In 1985, the Women's 
Spelts Rmniletlen 
honewee herns the 
‘Ihefireelesl Woman 
MMew tor the test 25 
years’-Htwise 
stamp, a mark of 
raspoetteaweman 
whose lire (sklttsl 
ami Ice 

(Impasslfoaess) are 

acknewMieShim 

themarhelsef 

Ecnaierieihe 

hilanesefTehehama. 

Ihere me few who 

knew her neti 


about me’ irntated 
lady—not a single 
excuse, not a tremor in 
the voice, nerely, ‘I 
couldn’t have played 
better ’ Chillingly 
honest 


Wimbledon 1988 
Agam semi finals 
Agfam Martina 1987 
was a strange 
year—after 13 years for 
the first time she hadn’t 
won a Grand Slam title 
Too bad, now she looks 
tothefuture Sheisstill 
tough and 

uncompromising m her 
play 

Thirdset Sheisup 
40-Oonserve Martina 
battles and has match 
point Chris has just lost 




tunnel is a final image 



a huge advantage, she 
should be rattled No 
She’s patting her hair 
Martina races to the net, 
Chris’s forehand with 
eighteen years of timing 
behind it, whizzes past 
perfectly Deuce My 
head can’t stop shaking 
Then, at match point 
again, her forehand 
appears to nick the Ime 
Linesman says 
‘out’—match Martma 
Chns 18 stationary at the 
basebne, hands on hip, 
starmg that Ime to 
death—she takes her 
time to congratulate 
Martina She is 
signifying her 
disapproval I feel if the 
roles were reversed 
Chns would have given 
Martinaalet ButChns 



warns against this and 
18 adamant later that no 
blame must be placed on 
Martina I cannot recall 
havmg encountered an 
athlete with these three 
facets before—ruthless 
m play, dignified at the 
same time, totally 
chanmng later 
whatever the result It 
cannot be an act, she has 
been domg this for 18 
years 


Wimbledon 1989 
Quarterfinal Unknown 
Itahan Laura Golarsa’s 
machismo serve and 
voUey has Chris down 
6-3,2-6,2-5.0-30 Press 
tyxxiwnters are chckmg 
out epitaphs Mine too 
perhaps An 
uncharacteristic, 
another Chns has 


! emerged Sheisemotmg 
visibly She 18 
despairing and everyone 
underestimates her 
reservoirs of strength 
Then one single shot 
changes every thmg 
One single backhand 
down the line, at that 
precise moment Her 
Hstspump 
uncontrollably 
Golarsa's cameo is 
over Chns wins the 
next five games, the 
crowd IS baymg, I 
cannot type for ten 
minutes, my hands are 
shaking—I have seen 
Jimmy Coxmors beat 
Mikael Pernfors from 
1-6,1-6,1-4 down But 
this IS somethmg else 
Days later, Qraf beats 
Chns and that last wave 
before she was 
swallowed by the court 


MaivaratCeiiitM 

immeitalrir.liMlIiist 
wMtIitfiraitf 
Stom—diMslw 
HIMlStlllS 

15-nar^iMilM 


wbaplimillN 

lns8liiM.CIilsllllaris 

EwwtdMilllna 

M tor file Gind 

StoB—she 

wlMi-wliaMwdCoiii 

7<4.7-a. 



There are too many 
stones of Chns to be 
told We will settle for 
one last one which 
perhaps embodies all of 
what she was 

By the 1980’s Chns’ 
nvalry with Martina 
had already passed into 
legend Firom 1982 
though Martina’s 
dominance made the 
nvalry appear 
alarmmgly lopsided 

In 1982, Maxtinawon 
3 of their 4 

meetmgs and all their 
12 encounters m 
1983-84 Chris’s 
resurgence was now the 
considered 

impossible—havmg lost 
the Nc 1 ranking to 
Martma m 1982. and 
unable to provide the 
necessary competition, 
retirement appeared an 
easy alternative m 1985 

And then what would 
happen that summer 
was the reflection of 
Chns’ passion for the 
game, self esteem, skiiiii 
and perseverance She 
thrust herself, for the 
first time, mto a new 
regime of exercise to 
make her slimmer, 
fitter, faster At 30, most 
athletes are 
contemplatmg moving 
on At 30. this woman, 
having achieved so 
much still found it 
necessary to get better 
Remarkable And it 
worked Undaimted that 
she had won once m 
their past 16 
confrontations. Chns 
overwhelmed Martma m 
an exhaustmg, 
emotional French final 
6-3,6-7, 7-5 Pans 
shook 

A woman to the end, of 
most astonishing 
substance 










Steve W;Higi\, 
devastating 


The Order Came From Border. 




The Aussies Went To Waugh, 






ENGLAND » BATTING 


' Neil Foster highest 
I wioket-taker 



AiiaR LanA 

M 

hM 

NO 

Runs 

Avga 

NS 

C 

F 

Cl/St 

1 

2 

— 

129 

64.50 

125 

1 


■—1. 

RoUr SmMi 

5 

10 

1 

553 

61.44 

143 

2 

3 

1 

Giadstoiw SflMlI 

1 

1 


59 

59.00 

59 


1 


‘Jack’ RemN 

6 

11 

3 

314 

39.25 

128* 

1 

1 

13/2 

EMIe Heimnliigt 

1 

2 


73 

36.50 

38 


OavM Gower 

6 

11 


383 

34.81 

106 

1 

2 

4 

Jofta Embarey 

3 

5 

1 

131 

32.75 

64 


1 


Kim Barnett 

3 

5 

_ 

141 

28.20 

80 


1 


Nick Cook 

3 

5 

3 

45 

22.50 

31 




rat Newport 
Graliam Diiloy 

1 

2 

— 

44 

22.00 

36 


_ 

1 

2 

3 

1 

42 

21.00 

24 


... 


Chris Broad 

2 

4 


82 

20.50 

37 


... 

2 

Graham Gooch 

5 

9 


183 

20.33 

68 


2 

4 

Mike Atherton 

2 

4 


73 

18.25 

47 

— 


1 

John Stephenson 

1 

2 


36 

18.00 

25 




Nett Foster 

3 

6 

2 

68 

17.00 

39 


<■111. 

1 

tan Botham 

3 

4 


62 

15.50 

46 



3 

Tim Curtis 

3 

5 


71 

14.20 

41 

— 

- 

1 

Derek Pringie 

2 

3 

— 

33 

1100 

27 

I*. 



Paui Jarvis 

2 

3 

— 

33 

11.00 

22 


— 

— 

Miko Gatting 

1 

2 


22 

11.00 

22 


... 

I.... 

Phiilin DoFreitas 
Davio Capei 

1 

2 

— 

22 

11.00 

21 

. 

--- 

-- 

1 

2 

— 

21 

10 50 

17 


— 

-- 

Angus Fraser 

3 

5 

— 

47 

9.40 

29 



— 

Martyn Moxon 

1 

2 


18 

9.00 

18 



.. 

Devon Maieoim 

1 

2 


14 

7.00 

9 


.. 

.... 

Tim Robinson 

1 

2 


12 

600 

12 


•i.. 

1 

Chris Tavare 

1 

1 


2 

200 

2 

.... 

... 

Aian iggiesden 
Extras/Subs 

1 

1 

1 

2 


2* 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 


167 






66” 

116 

12 

2882 

27.71 

143 

5 

11 

35/2 


ENGLAND — BOWLING 
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IVIDEO REVIEW! 


The Charminar Challenge India n Open Golf Championship ’88 

Diff’rent Strotes 


S HEERgruts That's 
what VST 
Industries have 
displayed when 
producing a tape on the 
Indian Open Golf 
Championship 1988 
Golf, after all, not 
exactly being the most 
popular of sports in this 
country But, having 
accepted the risk and 
decided to go ahead with 
their venture, they have 
come out with a 
high-class product that 
will surely find its place 
in the video collections 
of golfers all over the 
country 

Obviously inspired by 
the slickly produced 
versions from the West, 
this tape IS basically an 


CHARMINAR ^ CHALLENGE 



account ol t no event lal 
champion Lu (’'hien 
Boon’s path to the titl- 
With smart iKliting to 
sustain inU^resl the 
viewer is allowcnl the 
libcity of follow Mig his 
entire final round 
within the spaw c^f an 
houi As wc‘ll as p.' r tak« 
of the agon V and f'esi.<e\ 
that goes lilt') an\ 
high-pressuie 
tournament liki tin 
Indian Open 
Curious'’ Then <-M«h k 
with the ma)OT goUiiip 
clubs in your I it\ If 
they don t have a c op> 
you could c hw k w d h t h 
Indian Golf Ih. m 
Otheiwisc* |ust wiite it. 
tothe puxfiu Cl an.i 
Ihfv 11 be able to het{i 



ahtifh::iallv flavoureo contains no fruit juice or fruit puip 
• the registered TRADEVIAHK of PARLE (EXPCMTTS) I TO ElOMBAY 










COMPUTER RANKIN6 HISTORY (YEAR-END. SiNRLES) 


1988-3 

1987-3 

1986-2 

1985-2 


1984-2 

1983-2 

1962-2 

1981-1 


1980-1 

1979-2 

1978-2 


Highest Singles Ranking No 1 
(November 1975-July 1978) 
(January-March 1979, June-August) 
(November 1980-May 1982) 
(June-October 1985) 




■ BRAND SLAM HISTORY — SIN6LES 



88 

87 

88 

85 

84 

83 

82 

81 

80 

79 

78 

77 

76 

75 

74 

73 

72 

71 

AUSTRALIAN 

F 

— 

— 

F 

W 

— 

W 

F 



— 

— 


... 

F 




FRENCH 

3r 

SF 

W 

W 

F 

W 

SF 

SF 

W 

W 




W 

W 

F 



WIMBLEDON 

SF 

SF 

SF 

F 

F 

3r 

F 

W 

F 

F 

F 

SF 

W 

SF 

W 

F 

SF 

— 

UNITED STATES 

SF 

QF 

SF 

SF 

F 

F 

W 

SF 

W 

F 

W 

W 

a 

W 

W 

SF 

SF 

SF 

SF 










ALL COLOUR 
jNSPARENCIES OF 
IHRIS EVERT ON 
[ages 39-45 BY 
loMMY HINOLEY 


TOURNAMENT 

SURFACE 

ROUND 

Akron, Ohio, USA 

Indoor 

1r 

St Petersburg, Fionda, USA 

Clay 

SF 

San Francisco. California. USA 

Indoor 

1r 

Italian Open 

Clay 

F 

San Francisco, California, USA 

Indoor 

SF 

Washington, 0 C. USA 

Indoor 

OF 

Akron. Ohio, USA 

Indoor 

QF 

Cheago, Illinois, USA 

Indoor 

SF 

Philadelphia Pennsylvania. USA 

Indoor 

SF 

Los Angeles, California, USA 

Indoor 

F 

Amelia Island, Florida, USA 

Clay 

F 

Italian Open 

Clay 

F 

French Open 

Clay 

F 

U S Open 

Clay 

SF 

Atlanta, Georgia USA 

Indoor 

F 

Austin, Texas USA 

Cement 

SF 

Houston. Texas, USA 

indoor 

F 

Wimbledon 

Grass 

SF 

Washington, D C , USA 

Indoor 

F 

Seattle, Washington USA 

Indoor 

F 

Los Angeles. California, USA 

Indoor 

F 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA 

Indoor 

F 

Tucson, Anzona, USA 

Cement 

F 

Palm Springs, California. USA 

Cement 

RR 

Eastbourne 

Grass 

F 

Wimbledon 

Grass 

F 

Atlanta, Georgia USA 

Indoor 

F 

Palm Springs, California USA 

Cement 

F 

Tokyo 

Indoor 

F 

Oakland California USA 

Indoor 

F 

Los Angeles. California, USA 

Indoor 

F 

Dallas, Texas, USA 

Indoor 

F 

Eastbourne 

Grass 

F 

Win'bledon 

Grass 

F 

Phoenix, Arizona, USA 

Cement 

F 

Brighton 

Indoor 

F 

Chicago, Illinois, USA 

Indoor 

F 

Wimbledon 

Grass 

SF 

Brighton 

Indoor 

F 

Tokyo Lion's Cup 

Indoor 

SF 

Amelia Island Florida, USA 

Clay 

F 

U S Open 

Cement 

SF 

Tokyo Lion s Cup 

hdoor 

F 

Sydney 

Grass 

F 

Australian Open 

Grass 

F 

Wimbledon 

Grass 

F 

Brighton 

Indoor 

1 

Australian Open 

Grass 

F 

Toyota Championships 

indoor 

F 


WINNER SCORE 


Dallas. Texas, USA 
Vtrginia Slims Championships 
Los Angeles California, USA 
Canadian Open 
U S Open 
Tokyo Lion's Cup 

U S Indoors 

Virginia Slims Championships (Best of 5 ) 
Amelia Island Florida, USA 
French Open 
Wimbledon 
U S Open 

Key Biscayne, Florida, USA 

Lipton International Players Championships 

Dallas, Texas. USA 

French Open 

Wimbledon 

Australian Open 

Dallas. Texas, USA 
French Open 

Los Angeles, California, USA 
Houston, Texas, USA 
French Open 
Wimbledon 

Los Angeles, California, USA 
Filderstadt 

Australian Open 
Houston, Texas, USA 
Wimbledon 
Filderstadt 

Chicago, Illinois, USA 


Indoor 

Indoor 

Cement 

Cement 

Cement 

Cement 

Indoor 

Indoor 

Clay 

Clay 

Crass 

Cement 

Cement 

Cement 

Indoor 

Clay 

Grass 

Grass 

Indoor 

Clay 

Cement 

Clay 

Clay 

Grass 

Cement 

Indoor 

Cement 

Clay 

Grass 

Indoor 

Indoor 



6-0, 

6-0 


7-5 

4-6, 

6-4 

63 

6 2 


6-4 

2-6 

6-1 

6-7 

(4 7) 

1. 6-4, 7-5 

6-1 

3-6 

6-2 

6-1 

6-4 


6-3 

2-6 

6-3 

4-6 

6-1, 

6-2 

6-4, 

6-0 


6-2, 

6-0 


6-1, 

6-3 


6-4 

4 8 

6-1 

6-1 

6-3 


6-2 

6-2 


6-2 

7-6 

(7-4) 

6-3 

7-5 

6-1 

6-2 

6-0 


6-3 

6-1 


7-6 

(7-5), 

, 6-2 


6-2 4-6, 6-2 
6 - 2 , 6-1 


7-6 (7-6), 6-3 

3-6 6-1, 7-6 (7-4) 
6-2 6-2 

6- 2, 5 7, 6-4 
6-2 6-1 

7- 5 6-1 


6-0, 6 4 
6-1,4 6, 7-5 
6-2, 6-3 
6 - 2 , 6-2 














TRIVANDRUM 


Women’s Cricket 

T i« iGlh tnui Jifiment of the 
rUvitn Kifni Memon.ii Trophy 
Uif symbolc Kerala Wonien’s 
('f if'kPt R'lf reinatv presented an 

' excitniKtornpetition 
i Tijvancliiim last veat's runners 
ui. 'A/cHi (fit* tropfiy dotoatmgfhe 
i holdet s and hcrits fJalu ut at 
i MwiiUifti’iaMaidaii 




3 




I ‘or the South Zone Inter-State 
' Women’s (Iricket tournament 
sc'heduled for October 13 

' P. VeiMi Govinda Kumar 


Risdng Cricket Star 

F ormer Test cncket Bnjesh 
i’atol is convinced Rajcsh 
Kamath (Jr) has what is takes to 
hit tilt* bit? time in cncket Rajesh 




J 





iV’ 


Ttie Trivandrum team with the 
l^vithn Sabu Trophy 

; i.attint> f irM Ti ivandrum scored 
‘kiiiinB 111 4 ) 3ov(‘rs l)cepa(17) 
aiidShiiiv (ir> iiotout) weicthe 
, top scores lot ilie winners The 
! < \ilicul players tfi<'upht that it 


IS one of the 'finds’ of the Bnjesh 
Patel Cricket Clime m Bangalore 
and has for the last couple of 
years been sconng heavily in local 
Cl loket tournaments in and 
around Bangalore He was duly 
rewarded for his consistency with 
selection for a three week tour of 


1 w<'uld lie an «*dsy affair to Kenya and Tanrania which the 

j ovei (Yinic this small sc-ore But K Bn|esh Patel Cricket Clinic 

I I JcviM i J f<ti . 17 ' and Sunu Mathew undertook last July 
, 5 for (t tu‘ b«‘8t dll I ounder of the 
' tournamciif 1 shattered the hope* of 
' (’alK'Ut to letain (he title 
‘ lit the st>mi tina) Trivandrum 
woi' hy tOf) tun-.overTrichur 
wl 4, i\ihi utcii'shixl Palghatbv 
turn* I icl “ts <\ssessinK the 
in'iio’ Ilian es th'-iVi'iiniitlf'C 
niV.'I d« <1 the tiest Uitswonian tx^st 
..il. Ix-st bowler and Ix'st 

'.cii.''. "x I ' 1 ‘s loChandrika 
'(.lautuii Stur.u Mathew 
‘Tiumdiuiii'K IJecpa 
, 1 11 'Mcdiuin) .ytupama (Calicut) 

• esfXK 

, l.-i o'’1‘ 1.11111 xtt.e IJIG Northern 
. . 1 'iM (. 1 '.I I we \‘he trophies A 
! I Wl o; n, ijibj.r team was selected • Rsjesh Kumar: bright talent 

Hi 



“The tour of Eaat Afnca was a 
fantastic expenence,” recalls 
Rajesh Kamath OntheAfnea 
tour Riyesh was a roommsde of 
Roger Binny, an expenence the 
teenager decribes as “very 
ennching” 

Right from the first match, in 
Nairobi, Rajesh was among the 
runs His impressive aggregate of 
306 runs from seven matches m 
Nairobi included a brilliant 98 in 
the opener against a team of 
Indian professionals, a 67 versus 
Nairobi Gymkhana, a 60 against 
Rouraka Club and a 50 against 
Nairobi Provincial Cncketing 
Association For the record, 
Bnjesh Patel Cncket Climc won 
all their seven matches 

Aijun Rsya was another 
impressive performer with scores 
of 82 against Rourkala Club and 
113 not out against Simba Union 
who were represented, among 
others, by Bombay stars 
Balwinder Singh Sandhu and 
Chandrakant Pandit 
R. Sudaraanan 


IntoKUIege Handnn 

S N COLLEGE Quilon out 
classed Umversity College, 
Tnvandrum, 20-12, to hft the 
men’s championship of the first 
Shamnath Memonal All Kerala 
Inter Collegiate Handball 
Tournament 

The highhghts of the Bnal was 
the superb performance of 
goalkeeper Joji (member of the 
State team), of SN College He 
saved many possible goals which 
upset the rhjlhm of the 
favountes, Umversity College 
Asok Kumar (SN) was the highest 
scorer with seven goals 
In the aenu hnals, Umversity 
College overcame stiff opposition 
from Cochm College, 14-13 The 
latter was adjudged the promising 
team of the tournament In the 
other seim-final SM College 
routed GovernmentCollege, 
Kozhencherry, 18-10 
Only three teams participated m 
the women’s section Women’s 
College, Tnvandrum topped the 
league Mar Ivamos finished 









S.N. College reoeiving the 
trophy from former 
intematioiial Oopinath 


second 

The best woman player award 
went to Sreekumari of Mar 
Ivamos while Sahan was declared 
the best male player Overall, the 
standard of play was average 
Former International Volleyball 
Star Gopmath gave away the 
prizes 

Sajaev Kumar T.K. 


xMADRAS 


Man^eltust Tennis 

O NE reason why Madras and 
Tamil Nadu have remained m 
the forefront on the national 
tennis circuit is the number of 
tournaments held There is a 
junior level competition—State 
ranking or All India level—almost 
every week and this naturally 
keeps the youngsters physically 
tnm and match frt all the time 
The most popular tournaments 
of all are easily those conducted 
the Triangle Tennis Trust The 
atmosphere at the tennis school at 
Nandanamm South Madras 
congenial, with its eleven courts, 
sprawhngarea and lovely 


surroundmgs Also the trustees 
and H K Joshi, Director of the 
school always manage to get 
sponsors who offer lucrative prize 
money to semors and attractive 
scholarships for juniors 
The annual national level j unior 
tournament conducted at the TTT 
courts m September was no 
exception There were a record 
number of636 entries and as 
expected, competition at all levels 
under 10. under 12. under 14 and 



Andhana Reddy 


under 16 and in both the lx tvs and 
girls section was k€H*n and of a 
very high standard But the 
showpiece of f he toui nament was 
•for once, not the junioi events ftut 
an invitation event foi gii Is under 
18 which offerixi a total prize 
money for Rs 20 OOO 

As Josh] pxiiiited out to 
reporters on the eve of the 
tournament, there was a feeling in 
tennis circles in the country that 
girls were not getting the same 
opportunities as boys to play to 
take part m competitions nir to 
make as much money It was with 
this in view that the organisers 
decided to conduct an invitation 
event for girls under 18 and they 
invited all the topcompetiuirs in 
the country to participate And 
lured no doubt by the attractive 
prize money in the range ncvi-r 
before offered to girls in the 
country with the winner 'issurcd 
of Rs 6000 the field was 
certainly a top ranking one 

Among the tiartic ipants were 
Aarthi Ponappat Karnataka i, V 
Nirupama(Ck)imbatore), Vinitha 
Madhav (Karnataka) Aradhana 
Reddy (Madras), Anuradha 
Lakshman (Madras) Falguni 
Prasanna (Gujarat) Net'th Ikwiah 
(Karnataka) V Aarthi (Karnataka) 
and Sangeetha Vijayakumar 
(Madras) 

After an inf cresting league 
stage, the top eight girls made it 
to the knock out (luartei finals 
Falgum Parsannabeat Vmitha 
Madhav 7-6,6-4 while Aartln 
Ponanpa got the better of 
Sangeetha Vijayakumar 6-2, 7-6 
The remaining two quarter finals 
were rather tame affais with 
Aradhana Reddy bluing her way 
past Anuradha Lakshman 6-3, 6-2 
and Neeth Deviah defeating V 
Aarthi 6-1,6-4 

In the semi finals Neeth Deviah 
and Aradhana Reddy scored 
victonesover Falguni Parsanna 
and Aarthi Ponappa respectively 
to set up their final clash Butth>* 
final never really rose to anv great 
heights as Aradhana Reddy, t he 
most exciting young prospect in 
Indian women s tennis today 
easily disposed of Neeth 1 )f>viah 
6-2, 6-4 Neeth had to remain 
content with the runners up 
cheeme of Rs 3000 




The |unioi events fi)llow(Hl ri set 
pattei n in that there were no 
major upsets Bei ush Vei.ufopal 
defeated C; V An.i id in tin under 
18 final but An,, id won the under 
16 title Vikraiii Venkatr.iKhavan 
wontheundei l 1 titleivtiilc 
Bhai pav Si 11 ’i akash chn tried the 
undei twohetitle Inthi'giils 
seetion, Kustimi Chakiavaithi 
defeated I'.ilffuni Pai.isannain the 
undei 1 t liiial 
But possibly the most heart 
wanning display among the 
junioi s was that of Sura} 
Sacludanand The tiny tot fi om 
Bangalore a little bundle of talent 
won the children’s under ten title 
with a 6-0 6-0 whitewash of Vi)ay 
Kannan, a lad from Madi<is 
Suraj, who is just enght years old 
plays in a way fai moie matuie 
and much more will undoubtedly 
be heard of him in future 

Partab Ramchand 

MAM MuthiaJi Golf 

T he golf season in the city 
which got off to an early start 
thanks to the mitiatn * of the 
ladies wing last month pickeil up 
momentum in the lust wet*k of 
September with the conduct of the 
MAM Muthiafi Gold Cup 
toui nament and the A V Thomas 
Cup team championship The 
season goes into top gear witli the 
conduct of the Southern India 
Wills Open organised by the 
Mach ,i& Gymkhana Club and the 
Hindu Open organised by the 
Cosmopolitan Club towaicis tfie 
end of the month 

A lour I ound competition can 
sometimes see ups and downs in 
the fortunes of the golfers But 
Gauiav Ghai made it a stai t to 
finish affair in the Muthiah Gold 
Cup The young pi omising Delhi 
gollei had a i ound of 1 wo over par 
72 on the c -jh ning day thi ee 
stroke's alK'.ed of tlie second pl<iced 
Subankai Sen of Calcutta On the 
second clay with a better round of 
71, he inci ('aseil the lead ovei Sen 
as file Calcutta goifei had a pcxrr 
round of 77 

With a lead of I'lne sti okc’s at 
the halfway mark Gh.n could get 
away with a dr mal i ound of 74 eni 
the third day Going into the linal 
round, he still led by six strokes 


r 


I but by this time Sen had fallen to 
I t hii d place and his chief rival weis 
i bis Delhi teammate Amil Liithra, 
who suddenly came into the 
j r ec koning with an excellent 
I round ofspventv in the thii'd 
round 

Moving into the final lound 
with an aggregate scoie of 217 
ctimpared to second placed 
Luthra’s 223. Ghai was a picture 
of confidenc e But an un.seasorial 
shower made* t he course difficult 
and My as he might Ghai just 
could not get a better score than 
74 This however was enough for 
him to win the title by six strokes 
as Luthf a texr could not fathom the 
changed conditions and had to be 
content with the same score 

The day’s best cai d, one of 73, 
was ret arm'd by Subhankai Sen 
but it c-ame texr late for him to 
make anv diffeience in the final 
pl.u mgs His consistent showing 
over tlie first tliiee rounds meant 
1 hat Sen despite the br illiam e of 
the final round had to remain in 
third spot with an aggregate of 
.W1 

Digtaj Singh of Bombay, the 
holder finished fourth with an 
aggregate of 309 while the top 
challenger from Madras. Dihp 
Thomas was placed fifth with a 
scoie of ill 

The tine showing of the Delni 
duo Ga iir.iv Gliai and Ainif 
Luthi a meant that the A V 
Thomas Cup was Delhi’s for the 



Gaurav Qhai. easy winner 



asking The two boat best scoi es of 
tfie day eac'h day, are taken for 
calculation and the scores of 
Luthi a and Ghai added up to fi88 
Calcutta represented by 
Subhaiikar Sen and Vijit Singh 
Mallick secuied sec oncl place but 
weie far behind with a total of 
618 Bombay and Mad ras shai ed 
thud spot with a total of 627 

Dyanoia-MCC Ciidffit 

E ver since he took over as 
cricket secretary of the Madras 
Cricket Club, former state 
opening batsman Ram Ramesh 
has made the annual 
Dyanora-MCC limited overs 
cricket tournament an attracitve, 
popular event From a purely Icxial 
affair, the tournament, three 
years ago, became a national level 
competition attracting good 
outstation teams from Delhi, 
Calcutta, Jamshedpur, Bangalore 
and Hyderabad 
This year promised to be the 
mosv attractive tournament ever 
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least won then fust inaU'h iij^ainsl 
local Ipcigue champions SPIC but 
lost in the semi tinal to TVS 
MRF XI who scored a creditable 
triumph ovei Indian An lines - the 
target was 250 and they won with 
over ten overs to spai-e thanks to 
Robin Singh’s 1.18 not out and 
Sachin Tendulkai's unbeaten 
65 —went down to a shock defeat 
at the hands of SB 1 Madras 
Last year, Chemplast had beaten 
TVS while this yeai TVS proved 
too strong foi SBI in the final, 
which was postponed by about 
twenty days Originally .scheduled 
for Aug 15 the tournament 
started on All g 2 -the final was 
washed out due to unse^asoiial 
rams and designated fixtures like 
the Buchi Babu toui nainont and 
local league mate lies meant that 
the next free date was only Sept 4 
The postponement, the 
withdrawal of some top players, 
the elimination ol all outstation 
teams before the final all 
combined to bring the tournament 
to an uiisatisfactoi y t*nd But the 
competition was not without one 
important gain It became a 
showPiece lor Srikkanth, not only 
to display his gi owing all i ound 


Srikkanth receiving the 
trophy from Mr 

Vijaykumar Reddy, Director, 
Dynavision 

when it started in the first week of 
August 

Escorts XI were to nave 
comprised among others, Kapil 
Dev. Sanjeev Sharma, Ajay 
Sharma, Kirti Azad and NS Sidhu 
Indian Airlines and BSP had in 
their ranks prominent Ranji 
Trophy players from North and 
East Zones and VST Ctolts 
comprised young promising 
talent under the leadership of 
Vivek Jaisimha 

A local team. MRF XI comprised 
chiefly of the MRF Pace 
Foundation lads were to have the 
services, as guest players, of 
Sachin Tendulkar and Sanjay 
Manjrekar Add to this, the top 
local stars like Srikkanth, Robin 
Smgh, and M Venkatramana and 
one looked ahead to two weeks of 
pulsatmg, top class cricket 


Unfortunately, it did not quite 
work out that way due to various 
factors The ban by the Board came 
in the way of Kapil Dev taking 
part, though he did make a trip to 
Madras during the tournament to 
be inducted as a honorary membei 
of the MCXH Sidhu, busy with his 
court case, could not make it Ajay 
Sharma, Sanjeev Sharma, and 
Kirti Azad for one reason or the 
other could not participate 
Escorts XI, billed as the star 
attraction of the tournament thus 
became just another team 
boasting now only of a couple of 
Ranji stars 

Not surprisingly, they fell at the 
first hurdle—they were seeded 
directly into the quarter final-at 
the hands of top local outfit and 
last year’s runners up, TVS, led by 
Srikkanth 

Two other outstation teams, 

BSP and Indian Airline s too fell at 
the same stage and in their first 
match While BSP lost to State 
Bank of India, Madras, Airlines 
went down to MRF XI The other 
outstation team, VST Colts, at 


skills but also to indicate that he 
had completely lecovcrod from the 
in,)ury meted out to him by Ian 
Bishop in the Wt*at Indies 
Now sporting a protective arm 
protector, Siikk.inlh totally 
dominated the toui nament, 
scoring 85, 85, 78, 78 in the four 
matche.s, besides picking up 13 
wickets with his gentle 
off-spmbowling He won the man 
of the match evei v time and was 
verily the man of the toui nament 

P.R. 


BOMBAY 


GCI Table Terniis 

M ONALISA MEHTA and 

Kamlesh Mehta have made the 
finals of the CCI Open Table 
Tennis Championships 
memorable for them, when the 
wife and husband cdinbiiiation 
won the women's singles and 
men’s singles crown 
Monalisa Mehta IBai ua) was in 
remarkable for m that day and 
frustrated Var&ha Chulani with 
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her tremeiiidous fl«'l<‘nsi ve 
technique in qiii'llinj' tlie 
challenge of VaisluC'luilam in 
four gruelling sel s Mon.i lis.i 
won.21 18,12-2’ 21-10 21 16 
Alreaciv liHving (M-doul)' s title in 
his pcKket, Katii) -^h b.)gi' -d the 
men s sniglos t ■ le with a 
straiglit-ganii >ictoivovt top 
seed Sujay fit nipade 
This IS the second title loi 
Kamlesh in the season aftei 
winning the YMCA open a couple 
of week.s b u k Kaiiilesh who haxl 
dropped a ijanie thioiiglioiit the 
touriianieiit nicUiilaiiied that 
recoid when hedi inolislied Sujay 
in thiee gainesat 21-9 21-8 21 0 
His foteharid and backhand 
sma.shc*s put Sujay undei 
piessui e It ading to a plethoi a of 
error s whu li event ually It'd Sujay 
to subinission 

The g 11 Is singles tit It'and boy s 
title were own by Chaitale Hate 
and SandivpStu'ttv tespet tively 

M.P. Suresh 


CALCUTTA 


Merchants’Cup 

Swimming 

C AljCU'fTAand Meichants (hip 
competitions go back a long 
way But ntincasfai backasthe 
Merchants CujiSwimming meet 
the 70th t'dition which was swum 
off recently at tin Calcutta 
Swimming Club With IH 
com pan It'S pi u ng i ng in 11 > the det'p 
end, the initial t'xciteinent was all 
about ttie decision to go toi the 
Mam Competition 'ii the Iaisi'i s 
Plate Sw immci s w ho wei e 
capable of iiiui fi lastei times 
mc'i if I'd an ()si ai as they made a 
big show of getting at loss the 
ptxil .ill the w lull' leaking suie 
that at li'asi twoswiniini is weie 
ahead of tbeni 

Ont e the teams h.id gut 
themselves into the t ategor v they 
desired thi'toiujx'titiou le.dlv 
hotted uj) llefenditig t hatn|)ions 
Sportswor Id .iiHl hot favouiites 
Pearl Intermitlunal dominating 
the Main Coin I lel it ion witti the 
challenge ctuu uig 1 1 om tlBC and 
Hongkong Ikiiik In the [.oseis 
Plate finals Car i iti Moian out e 
'igain btxikt'ri tl. ‘ir plat ls with 
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Kamlesh Mehta winner of the 
men’s singles 


wily strategy while CESC and GE(’ 
also made a few 

After a little over an hour of 
frenetic ehui niiig of the watei it 
was Pear 1 w'ho towelled off m 
ti lumph A family of MallicUs, the 
Pearl team knew they w’oi'e 
unbeatable m both the 4x1 length 
freestyh' relay and the 3x1 length 
medley relay Equally aware that 
they would lo.se the one length 
freestyle to SportswoiId's Andy 


O’Brren, they played therr trump 
card rn the one length 
breaststroke event bnngrng rn a 
47-year-old famrly member who 
proved the deceptrveness of Icxrks 
as he powered hrs 
more-than-ample frame across the 
pool wrth bkndrng speed Wrth 
three frrst place frmshes and one 
secxrnd place, they were worthy 
wrnners wrth Sportsworld movrng 
one step down to take the 
runners-up spot 
In the Losers’ Plate, Carrrtt 
Moran retained their trophy 
rnspite of some strategy muddles 
which saw their 3x1 length 
medley team qualify for the Main 
Competition Sharing second spot 
here were Tiscxi A and CESC 
A delightful addition this year 
was the waterpolo meet which was 
held in tandem with the 
swimming With only a few 
companies able to field teams, 
neither Tisco A nor Pearl were 
stretched on their way to the final 
But once there, the supremely 
talented Pearl team really turned 
on the heat to thrash a fighting 
Tisco squad 9-2 and complete a 
double at the Calcutta Swimming 
Club pools 

A Correspondent 



Merahaiits’C iv Football 

Carrtt Moran ‘A’, were the winners of tihe 
five-a>side Merchant’s Cup tournament 








I'R IVAN DRUM 


Award liinr P.T. 

S PRINT Queen and Olympian 
P T Usha has been chosen for 
the first Jimmy George 
P’oundation Ti ust Award The 
award instituted to the memory of 
India’s International Volleyball 
player, the late Jimmy George It 
cai Tied a cash prize of Rs 5000 
and a citation 
All persons who i epresent 
Kerala and thus represent the 
country in the Olympics are 
eligible for the award In the ckse 
of P T Usha the decision of the 
)Ui y was unanimou'-, acc^ording to 
M K Joseph, Foimei D G P and 
Chairman of the Ti ust The 
ultimate objective of the Trust is to 
fulfil the dieam of Jimmy Geoige 
V, ho died in a cai accident in Italy 
two years back, to set up a 
Volleyball academy in Kerala The 
Foundation had collected Rs 
50 000, part of which would go 
for the recipients of the awai d 
The Kerala Volleyball League of 
Noi th America had alieady 
contributed Rs 5000 from the 
pi olil earned from the Jimmy 
Geoige Volleyball touriiament 
conducted there 
The Trust consists of Olympian 
Suresh Babu, T P Gopinath, 
Sports Officer. Kerala Police and 
G KarunaksraKuiup 

Senior Badminton 

T he 33rd Kerala Senior 
Badminton Championship, 
however, was the most 
memorable one for 
Pathanamthitta who completed a 
treble when they won the team 
championship for women at the 
Jimmy George Indoor Stadium, 
Trivandrum Earlier, within a 
week, they won the State Junior 
Girls and Sub-Junior Girls team 
Championships It was a day for 
State Junior Singles Champion 
Mahima Susan Jacob of 
Pathanamthitta, who tcxik the 
women’s crown 
Mahima, seeded No 4, created 
an upset victory over women’s 
champion Beena T of Kottayani 
beating her 10-12, 11-7, 11-2, in 



P T Usha the first recipient 

the final Former champion John 
of Matha of Ernakulam won the 
men's Championships He beat his 
team-mate and State Junioi 
runnel up Jaison Xavier 15-0, 

15-5 


The Bhai at Bandh foi ced to 
postpone the Championship by a 
day There were a series of 
walkover s It wa leai nt that 
almost all the teams had ar i ived in 
anticipation of the bandh But not 
a single official was there to 
inform them of the postponement 
Pathanamthitta clinched the 
team championship for women 
defeating holders Ernakulam 2-0 
Mohima beat Jesty Mathew 11-2, 
11-3 and Elizaba I Sum routed 
Sangetha Potti 11-6,3-11, 11-5 



Mahima Susan Jacob, women’s 
singles champion 




Ernakulam emerged champions 
in the men’s section In the final, 
they posted a victoi y over 
Kozhikode 3-0 with the help of 
Jaison, Markose Bristow and 
Suneeth St'bastian 
P. Venu Govlnda Kumar 


CALCUITA 


Watopolo 

B owbazar bayam samity 

(BBS) completed a hattnek of 
titles when they lifted the Gitika 
Mitra Challenge Cup lor 
waterpolo at the Vidyasagbar 
Udyan, College square, on 
Septembers BBS have earlier 
won two other agegroup 
waterpolo titles recently—the 
Paddapukur Young Men's 
Association organised 
tournament and the Kidderpore 
Swimming Club championship 
BBS’s latest victory came at the 
expense of Central Swimming 
Club Their 8-6 triumph marked 
the end of the annual aquatic meet 
of the BBS 

The BBS-Central Swimming 
Club final produced an exciting 
affair Considered arch-nvals 
among North Calcutta 
enthusiasts, the final attracted a 
sizeable audience 
The match got off to a fiery 
start Both teams fired off their 
pistons and raided each other’s 
territory in tandem By the first 
quarter, the teams were locked 
3-3 The teams were tied even after 
the third quarter The scoreline 
(5-5) only indicates the level of 
competition in the match 
Bu^ then late in the third 
quarter. Central lost four of their 
key players Taraknath Shaw, the 
team’s livewire, Anshuman Dutta, 
Debas sh Sharma and Swapan Das I 
were ordered off the pool by the j 

referee j 

BBS pumped in three more in 
the last quarter, the seventh 
coming off a penalty converted by 
Md Yusuf and the eighth scored 
by Sanjay Laha Central could add 
only one more to their tally 
Partha Pratim Basai, BBS’s top 
scorer with five goals Basakwas 
also adjudged the best player of 
the tournament 

SoumttraBoM 
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US OPEN 1989 


JOHN 

McENROE 



T l HK only good news that followed John McEnroe’s ‘disgusting 
loss to Dutch qualifier Paul Haarhms, was that the fiery New 
Yorker’s threat to quit, was merely an angry reaction ’I’he very 
next morning itself, McEnroe called up doubles partner Mark 
Wcxxiforde and insisted on a two hour practice prior to their night 
match -and in fact so assured and breathtaking was McEnroe in his 
doubles match, that Woodtorde could only blurt out ‘amazing’ to de- 
sc I ibe his partners remarkable recovery 
Although he was ball boy here once, not to mention the youngest ever 
winner and four times champion, McEnroe has not had happy times at 
the US Open m recent years In 1986 he lost in the first round to Paul 
Annacotie and was disqualified from the doubles foi showing up late 
in 1987 Lendl manhandled him in the quarters- -and last year he last in 
the second round to Mark Woodforde himself Add to ttiat Agassi’s 
statement that McEnroe is disturbed by night matches as he takes long 
to adjust to the light after changeovers, and the fact that till Ins loss to 
Haai huis, McEnroe only losses this year have been to Lendl, Beckei and 
Kdberg 

But despite all this it is worth remembering that bailing McEnroe 
the only person who could fill the stadium to tne full at the Open w.is 
the rt'Miing Chris Evf‘r1 There is eng small diffeience- McEnioe did 
that in his doubles matches too 

1 leie ai c some excerpts from McEnioe’s press interview attei his loss 


I FROM GEORGE THOnAM, NEW YORK 


ABOUT HiS OPPONENT ON HIS EXPECTATIONS 

PAUL HAARHUIS: ABOUT THE OPEN: 

I really didn’t know him at all 1 1 had just played so well and I 

I I led to tal k ai ound, but thei e had had a good yeai I j ust let the 

wei en't too many guys that were conditions and the situation affect 

lamihai with him 1 just heard me too much Thoi e w.is too much 
that he w.is a gc«xi gioundstioker going on, and I didn’t use it to my 
<ind that he hit very heavy I just advantage I let it w oik against 

eouldn t get going Idon’tknow j me, and I let all the disti actions 

w h.it was wrong It was an i really affect me I should know 

,1111 iziugly bad match I being brought up in New Yoik, 


‘ ‘I Ve got 
no-one 


ON HIS PERFORMANCE: 

1 w as eit hei mg the bail out 

ovei hitt’iig it, oi hitting it too 
slioi t He would ai tcU-k it, and hit 
a I eall.\ gotnl shot I |ust eouldn t 


what to expec’t fiom being in New 
’ York, and let it affect me 
I adversely 1 wasn t able to keep my 
I concentration today 


, ON THE U.S. OPEN: 


to blame 
but 

myself ’ 


do anything light It was just one 
of those days that you wish that 
you ne\ ei .i.ive in youi whole 
taieei But tlie guy played a good 
mati h and I [ust eouldn t get my 
gain'’ going 

1 can t think of the last time I 
played so pool ly throughout an 
ent ire match in tei ms of getting it 
going My concentration was bad 
but I ve got no one to blame but 
myself 


I was brought up in this 
atmosphere It’s hard to explain I 
just didn’t handle it well It s 
really disappointing It’s a lot 
different from other tournaments, 
but usually I thrived in it Ever 
since I got defaulted in the doubles 
(1986 for late ai i ivai for the 
match) I think my mentahtj has 
affected me adversely Theie s no 
way to win a majoi Grand Slam 
here if you’re gomg to think 
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ogatively at all You have to just 
:unk really positive, and not let 
fie distraction affect you I didn’t 
►-el like I was totally here I wasn’t 
ill there I couldn’t get into it 

DN HOW HE FELT THAT DAY: 

It was just one of those days I 
list didn’t feel that great 
■iometimes you don’t feel great 
ind you play well Sometimes you 
[lUy lousy, so 1 don’t think too 
much about it 1 tried to just get 
tiiyself prepared It was a long day 
uid there was a lot of watching I 
h.id expected to get on a couple of 
< loui s earlier It s tough when you 
*1 ive to wait around, but it was the 
►.line for him I just didn’t feel that 
iiiv energy level was high for 
some reason I felt really flat for 
I lie last rouple of days 

ABOUT HIS EXPECTATIONS 
AFTER WIMBLEDON 

1 woiked myself into being no 4 
in the woi Id I had a consistent 
■<‘di 1 held lost to Icndl twice, 
Meckel once and Edbei g twice the 
ivholeyear Then to lose to a gu.y 
! hat I hadn’t even seen play before 
1 ^ pretty bad I think that I 
‘xfxjr ted moie for myself, and I 
I ’nnk that 1 let it affect myself 
Oliver set V 

ON HIS THOUGHTS DURING 
THE MATCH: 

l kept expecting to do better, but 
1 |ust couldn t do bettei I kept 
' hinking that I was going to pick 
up and stai t breaking his serve 
‘specially in the first few games, 
when I had the chances to break I 
plaved some tentative shots and 
lie played some good ones I never 
f'jlt like I was hitting the ball 
-risp I wasn’t hitting the ball 
.‘lean, and I was mishitting a lot of 
oalls I was forced to hit a lot of 
. hip backhands and I’d rather 
jome over a lot more, but I just 
lost the feeling 

ON FUTURE PLANS: 

It’s really hard to say at this 
3oint The way that I feel right 
low I don’t feel like laying tennis 
) nymore at this point That’s how 
hsgustmg a performance that 
Aas 
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—I MAGINE Boris 
Beckei, John 
McEnroe and 
MatsWilander 
I falling in the 
second round of 

the U S Open on the same day to 
three virtually unknown-players 


Boris Becker, a little relieved that nemesis 
Brad Gilbert was out, suddenly found 
himself confronted by a problem, a gypsy 
called Derrick Rostagno. Rostagno took 
Becker to the brink of defeat, sweeping the 
first two sets, only to let the ramapaging 









almost happened—only a lucky 
t cord saved the Wimbledon 
.ampion and the tournament 
om chaos 

Try to visualise another night 
irmg with top seed Ivan Lendl 
.id third seed Stefan Edberg 
‘Sing simultaneously On day 
ght, that nightmare almost 
( „curred Lendl was lucky to 
survive an inspired 
('hesnokov, while Edberg fell prey 
t) the stadium light and a 
partisan crowd which conspired 
with Jimmy Connors iii a three set 
blow out 

Two top seeds falling in the first 
^ibeek in a Grand Slam tournament 
w no big deal, especially when it’s 
during an “off-season” 
tournament The U S Open, for 
most European players, is a 
cooling off period after the French 
Open, The Wimbledon and the 
semifinals of the Davis Cup 

Yet, when the top box office 
draw and the defending champion 
wei e packed off consecutively it 
sure looked like doomsday it 
Flushing Meadows They named it 
Black Wednesday, as only the 
Americans can 
Yet, on further reflection, the 
i‘^B9 U S Open has been an 
R^ttaordinarily steady 
lournament At the end of the 
seventh day, all the top eight 
women m the tournament had 
soiled smoothly Besides, 

McEnroe ana Wilander, only the 
No 8 seed Brad Gilbert had 
■•uccumbed during the first week 
The loss of seventh seeded Michael 
; 'hang to Tim Mayotte who had 
sroughc him back to earth at 
^>^imbledon was not a major 
pheavalatall 

Boris Becker, a little relieved 
•uat nemesis Bra4 Gilbert was out, 
■SI ddenly found himself 
" )nfronted by a big problem, a 
nms gypsy called Derrick 
ostagno Rostagno took Becker 
■ the brmk of defeat, sweeping 
le first two sets, only to let 
•cker back into the match A net 
>rd saved Becker ftxim a second 
atch pomt at 4-6 in the 
‘breaker It was all the break the 
^gressive West German needed 
le took the tiebreaker and cashed 
i^tagno’s shock to build up a 



Yannick Noah was lucky to be the only 
unseeded player to be in the quarter final. 
The man who almost gave up a couple of 
months ago, has to thank Amos Mansdorf 
for stoking his competitive fire. Mansdorf 
insulted Noah’s family and although he led 
two sets to one. Noah rpfnmpH luith a 




4-0 lead and .in «*v( ntnai win 
In the next loniici the 
runner up Milnsl.iv Met ii almost 
had him Mecii ■ .nnein unseedod 
asaiesultot h' Nn aUvinild 
ranking, ttx)k fa* second set and 
gave Becke> dl he can h.indle 
before foldi’i . Somctiov, a 
confused .n il impatn'iif Becker 
prevailed o\ ei him under what he 
calls “till wfirst conditions ’ of his 
U S Open inenioiy 

Intlieloundof in Stefan 
Kdberg had a night similai to the 
one McEnroe had in the second 


round Connors was lucky to be in 
the match Towards the end of his 
four setter against Andres Gomez, 
Connors had suffered cramps due 
to dehydration He hardly made it 
to the net to finish the final point 
But Edberg was more a victim of 
the stadium lights It was his first 
match in the stadium, while 
Connors had all of his on that 
court- Stefan just could not cope 
up with noise of the crowd going 
crazy 

Kaferce Richard Ings helped 
with a 2-0 lead in the second set by 
slapping Connors with a game 



penalty for obscenity, but he just 
cxiuld not cash on it Connors 
came roaring back, breaking him 
SIX times in seven service games— 
two more breaks in the third set 
would seal the young Swede who 
still finds it hard to handle the 
New York style tennis at the 
Open 

Yannick Noah was lucky to be 
the only unseeded player to be m 
the quarter final The man who 
almost gave up tennis a couple of 
months ago, has to thank Amos 
Mansdorf for lighting the fire 
again Mansdorf allegedly 
insulted Noah’s family, who were 
repeatedly taunting him during 
the match A rain delay which 
postponed the match to the 
following day certainly helped 
Noah who was trailing by 1-2 He 
came back with vengeance on the 
following day to win His refusal 
to shake hands with Mansdorf 
without an apology, earned him 
the boos of the crowd for the first 
time but it only fired him up all 
the more for a thrilling five setter 
over Italian champion Alberto 
Mancini With these two come 
from behind wins, Noah not only 
earned a berth in the quai ters, but 
certainly revived his tennis 
career 

As usual, Ivan Lendl was just ,, 
enjoying his short matches which 
gave hm* ample time for his golf, 
until Chesnokov, dragged him to 
public attention with the most 
thrilling five setter of this 
tournament It is a match Lendl 
and New York wouldn’t forget for 
years to come The first Soviet to 
be seeded at the US Open since 
1974, Chesnokov made it the 
heavyweight bout of this Open It 
will be awfully hard to match this 
one 

6E0R6ETH0nAM,NEWY0RK 


As usual Ivan Lendl was just enjoying 
short matches which gave him ample tii 
for his golf, until Andrei Chesnoki 
dragged him to public attention with 
most thrilling five setter of t 
tournament. It was a match Lendl and n] 
York will not forget in years to come 
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H eadline m a 

West German 
newspaper after 
Steffi Graf and Boris 
Becker won the 1989 
Wimbledon titles on 
the same day: 
“Germany’s Most 
Beautiful Day” 


A DDRESSof 
/jLMartma Gang 
Club: do Annacaria 
Moretti and Titti 


Capezza, Via S. 
Caterina 29/32,33037 
Pasian di Prato 
(Udine), Italy 


H OW cocky 

American Andre 
Agassi insulted West 
German No. 2 singles 
player Carl-Uwe 
Steeb before Steeb 
upset him 4-6,6-4,6-4, 
6-2 to clinch West 
Germany’s 3-2 Davis 
Cup semifinal 
victory: “Look, Steeb 
IS our gimme.” 

T he most dramatic 
change in tennis, 
according to 1939 
Wimbledon tnple 
champion Bobby 



A ge at which 
15-year-old 
sensation Monica 
Seles was named 
Yugoslav 

sportswoman of the 
year: 12 


C oaches, besides 
his father Joe, 
who have taught 
Michael Chang* Jose 
Higueras, Dennis 
Ralston, Phil Dent, 
Roy Emerson. Ian 
Russell, Pancho 
Segura and Brian 
Gottfried 


Riggs. “The beautiful 
development of the 
two-handed shot ” 

M onthly 
allowance of 
17-year-old 
millionaire and 
French Open 
champion Michael 
Chang $100 



T he “most 
tactically 

aggressive” player 
Rod Laver has ever 
seen constant 
netrusher Paul 
Annacone 

M aximum size of 
Martina 
Navratilova’s 
entourage—including 
companion Judy 
Dixon and her family, 
coaches, conditioners, 
cooks, nutritionists 
and computer 
gurus—that has 
accompanied her 
totournaments 14 

^NLY player of the 
vy hundreds that 
fashion designer Ted 
Tinling dressed in the 
past 40 years who has 
a 2S-inch waist Chris 
Evert 

B ritish 

expression for 
doing something quite 
unspeakable. “Doing 
a McEnroe.” 

N umber of Grand 
Prix singles 
matches that French 
Open doubles 
champion Patrick 
McEnroe has on in his 
career 0 

W HAT Martina 
Navratilova pays 
for renting a house 
that includes a guest 
cottage for the family 
of her companion and 
is located near the All 
England Club during 
Wimbledon $8,250 a 
week 

A mount of 
horsepower 
required to open and 
close the 350-ton 
retractable roof at the 
Australian Opeh’s 
ultra-modern 
stadium 3 

~ as 


CompMkyPiMiraiN 



Vijaypal Sin^^h took the 
Indian pole vault record 
to new heigrhts while 
Reeth Abraham (above) 
and her allround talent 
was ((ood for two golds 
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Despite poor track 
conditions, the 
country’s top 
athletes still 
turned in an 
impressive show. 
Paitab Ramchand 
reports from the 
Rajaratnam 
Stadium, Madras 
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1 HE eve of the 28th 

National Open Athletics 
Championship (conducted 
by the Tamil Nadu 
Amateur Athletics 
Association) at Madras 
saw a cynical mood permeate 
There were many reasons for this 
Foremost among them was the 
anxiety of the athletes over the 
condition of the outdated cinder 
track Then there was the intense 
humidity—the month of 
September being regarded as the 
city’s second summer Thirdly, 
there was always the lurking fear 
that the meet would be a repeat of 
the fiasco that the Inter-State meet 
« also conducted by the TNAAA 
here m 1985 was The TNAAA is 
not a body known widely for its 
organisational or administrative 
skill, hence these initial fears 


One way to get the best out of a 
sportsman b to dangle an bioMtive 
before Mm. And toe incentive here was 
that the Nationals seived as selecthNi 
trials for the Masters Meet and the 
Permit Meet. Andthen, of cowse, there 
was the added incentive of beiM able to 
represent the coun^ in the SAr Games 
and the Asian Track and FMd 
Championships 


And yet, at the end of it all, the 
general mood of the athletes and 
officials was generally an upbeat 
one Overcoming the twin 
challenges of the sub-standard 
track and the just-under-100 
degree temperatures—not to 
mention the slippery field 
conditions on tlie final day 
because of a light unseasonal 
drizzle—the athletes generally put 
up a commendable performance as 
the results would indicate A tally 
of five new meet marks, two 
national records and one meet 
record equalled is not to be scoffed 
at For their part, the officials 
could allow themselves a pat on 
their backs The meet, if not 
conducted flawlessly—there were 
some technical bunglings—was 
an improvement over the 1985 
fiasco 

The reasons for this 
heart-warming show by the 






athletes is not difficult to seek 
One way to get the b<-8t out of a 
sportsman is to dangle an 
incentive before him And the 
incentive here was that the 
Nationals served as selection 
trials for the Masters Meet at 
TrivandruH' uid the Pei mit Meet 
at New Del ^ to be held later this 
month AI i then, of course, there 
was the <i< ded incentive of being 
able to 1 ' ^Jiesent the country m 
the SAl' liames at Islamabad in 
Octob* I and the Asian Track and 


Uiha, Mat Guntur, chose not 
to run in the hurdes. Not very 
confMont of doing wol in the 
two hurdtes ovonts on this 
track, even though she 
admitted that hwM Wm 
compietely healed, Usha took 
her second goM of the meet in 
tholOOmetTM 


Field Competition at New Delhi in 
November 

While all this no doubt acted as a 
spur there was another reason too 
for the encouraging show Most 
athletes were at the peak of their 
training period while yet others 
had gone abroad either for 
training stints or participation in 
meets All this had obviously done 
a world of erood for them judging 
from the peak physical and 
mental condition they were in for 
the Nationals 








'fli a meet as crowded and 
I eventful as the Nationals, it 
& would be futile to try and 
nnpoint one performance as the 
.howpiece of the championship 
3ut the two national records must 
ret priority mention Both were 
redited to men euid both came in 
leld events 

On the opening day, S B 
vlishra, a 25-year-old LIC 
•mployee, hurled the javelin to a 
hstance of 70 40 metres This not 
>nly overshadowed his own meet 

-II - 



If 

Anand Shetty emerged as the 
fastest man of this meet while 
P.T. Usha and Shiny Abraham 
(left) fought It out In the 400m 


mark of 69 24 meties bet in 1986 
but also bettered Sarnani Singh’s 
1987 national mark of 70 30 
metres 

On the second day Shakthi 
Singh, a 25-year-old Police 
Inspector froni Bhiwani 
(Haryana), obliteiated the 
national mark in the di.sc us 
throw The 1 87-metie tall 
stroiigly built Shakthi, who 
finished second in the event at last 
year’s Nationals at Kanpur spun 
the discus to a distance of 57 70 
metres, almost a metre more tlian 
the national record of 50 92 set by 
Ajmer Singh in 1984 Con&idei ing 
Shakthi Singh has been throwing 
in the region of about 5C meti f-b 
only about a month ago, his vast 
improvement since makes it likely 
that he will reach his goal a 
throw of sixty metres during the 
Asian Track and Field in 
November 


The live new mcsit i (“cordb c ame 
in the women’s high jump, 
women’s shot put, women s 15(X) 
meties mens 1 500mctiesaiid 
men’s pole vault In fact the meet 
got oil to a smashing stait with 
lecords in the fust two events to 
he decided both t he met i it mile 
distances In the mc*n s event. 
Bahadur Prasad til H.tilways 
finished fust in thit c minutes 
44 4 seconds thus breaking a 
12-year-old lerord that stoo<l in 
the name of the gi eat Sin am 
Singh whtx lot ked three minutes 
15 4 set orids at Chandigarh in 
1977 W rhin minates, Rosa 
Kiitty, also of Railways clcx,ked 
foui mniutf's, 28 8 seccaid which 
set asifle the old mark of four 
minutes, 29 1 seconds created by 
Suman Rawat at New Delfii in 
1986 

“Strongwoman Rajinder Kaui 
wa.s next to get into the 
lecord-bieakirig.ict Having won 
the shot put event at t he 
Inter-State meet at Guntui in 
Marc f) bv hut ling the iron ball a 
distance of 14 02 metres wfiu h 
bee .line a new intei stale mar k. 
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the railways star went one bettei 
this time She put the shot a 
distance of 14 10 met: es 0 0;’ 
nieties moie than the existing 
meet mai k set by Btiakthawai 
Khambatta at Jani8h«*dpui in 
1983 

Angela Lineey, the sprightly 
loc'al lass, showed that she had no 
peei when it came to the women’s 
high jump An employee ot Indian 
Bank in Madras, Linoey had won 
the event in the Intel State Meet 
withajumpofl 68 metres This 
time she easily beat the existing 
meet mai k ol 1 62 metres set by 
Elizabeth Mathan in 1085, but 
failed in het quest foi gieatei 
glory, when she stumbled at hei 
own national mai k ol 1 73 nieties 
set in 1987 

The second dav saw- pist one 
meet mark inthet.Hilc vault 
Starting in t he after noon a ke*‘ii 
duel for supremacy between 
national title holder \ ijaypal 
Singh and M A Eldo who h.id 
won the event at the Guntur 

t_ 
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The Karnataka challenge While 
Ashwini Nachappa (left) 
struggled, Reeth Abraham 
excelled 


Intel state Meet in the absence of 
Viiaypal, ultimately settled the 
issue past 7 pm with the stadium 
spotlights illuminating the battle 
Eldo eventually gave up at 4 50 
but Vijaypal continued vaulting 
4 60. then ei ossing the n.eet mai k 
of 4 71 metres, standing in the 
name of S S Tanwarsmc-e 1983 
Having done 4 72 he then tried 
for his own national mai k of 5 10 
metres But c’ould go no further 


T he only meet record equalled 
in fact, threw up the most 
thi ilhng lac-e of the 
conipot ition Billed at the outset 
itself to be the highlight of the 
meet, the women’s 400 metres run 
involved P T Usha, Mercy Kutten 
Shiny Wilson and K Saramma 
And it lived up to expectations 
With the fast improving Mercy 
Kut ten setting the early pace. 


Usha caught up around the 200 • 

metre mark Approaching the 
str aight, Usha surged ahead as 
Mercy Kutten ran out of gas But 
suddenly, around the 350 metre 
mark, came a strong challenge- 
from Shiny Abraham Over the 
last 20 metres the two ran neck to 
neck, and it was only a desperate 
lunge at the tape by Usha that saw 
her get the gold medal 


It was a creditable showing by 
Shiny, though As Usha admitted 
later, she expected Mercy Kutten 
to be her main challenger and 
certainly did not expect such a 
strong challenge from Shiny And 
the closeness of the race is evident 
from both Usha and Shiny 
finishing in 52 9 seconds which is 
the meet record standing in 
Usha’s name smee 1085 Kutten’s 
weak fmish saw her fourth 
Usha, as at Guntur, chose not to 
run in the hurdles Not very 
confident of doing well in the two 
hurdles events on this track, even 
though she admitted that her heel 
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lad completely h6aled. Usha took 
> T-second gold ofthe meet in the 
h>() metres Ashwini Nachappa 
unshed second while Zenia 
rton~hail« d as Usha's 
•uccesBor—crumbled under 
iressure and finished a poor fifth 

Shiny, after running Usha close 
II the 400 metres, roniped home 
n her pet event, the 800 metres 
Micond placed Rosa Kutty was a 
nil 1 5 seconds behind—a fact 
bat clearly illustrates Shiny’s 
luminance Also displaying her 
11-round capabilities was Reeth 
ibraham, wmning two events 
4 ithin a couple of hours 
laimmg the long jump with a 
■ap of six metres flat, Reeth also 
bowed her skill over the low 
urdles wmning the 100 metres 
urdles in a time of 14 63 
jconds 

Arjun Deviah of Karnataka is a 
■ inner to be watched He cl aimed 
-VO gold medals, first winning the 
00 metres in 47 3 seconds and 
ben beating back the challenge 


from Anand Shetty to finish first 
in the 200 metres in a tune of 
21 34 seconds 

Anand Shetty however had the 
satisfaction of being adjudged as 
the fastest man in the country 
The experienced sprinter from 
Heavy Engineering Sports 
Control Board and P ’ Biju of LIC 
were locked in a fascinating duel 
ovei the 100 metres run before 
Shetty squeaked home in 10 75 
seconds 

Whereas Usha, Reeth and 
Deviah got two individual gold 
medals each, Bahadur Prasad 
went one better The middle and 
long distance runner from 
Railways, besides winning the 
1500 metres in a lecord timing, 
also claiming the gold in the 5,000 
and 10,000 metre runs 

T he three day meet which had 
its share of thrilling finishes 
and good performances was 
not without a touch of tragedy 
too In the women’s 200 meti es 


Ashwini had no difficulty in 
finishing first in 24 3 seconds 

Perhaps the keenest duel of the 
meet occured m the men’s high 
jump N Annavi of Railways, 
Sheopat Singh of Haryana and 
B K Singh of Heavy Engineering 
all cleared 2 05 metres But all 
failed at 2 10 metres By virtue of 
his havmg cleared 2 05 metres on 
his first attempt, Annavi, the 
national title holdei was j udged 
first 

The Railways athletes 
predictably dominated the show, 
winning twenty gold, ten silvers 
and five bronze medals 
Karnataka were second with five 
golds, two silvers and three 
bronze medals About 550 men 
and 250 women from 24 States 
and 13 affiliated units took part in 
the three-day mei't which proved 
beyond doubt that a stint 
abroad—either for training or 
competition is what our athletes 
need to perfoim well 
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Absolutely Abdominal 


W E RE moving 
onto the 
tougher parts of 
this aerobic 
workout this week 
Aimed at flattening the 
stomach, these exercises 
work on the wall of 
abdominal muscle that 
determines whether you 
have a paunch that prot¬ 
rudes or whether you 
sport a flat, rippled sto¬ 
mach What you’ve got 
to understand here is^ 
the basic size of your 
stomach has very little 
to do with your paunch 
You can have the biggest 
stomach going and still 
look lean and trim if 
your abdominal muscles 
are strong enough to 
keep your storaacn in 
place On the other 
hand, even a slightly 
oversized stomach can 
bulge all over the place if 
the abdominal muscles 
are weak and allow it to 
push through So let's 
give these exercises our 
best shot Aftei all, the 
best build in the world 
comes to naught if 
you’ve got a paunch' 
Spiead youi towel out 
on the floor for this part 
of the workout Eton’t 

want to injure the spine, 
do we*^ Then, lie back 
with your knees bent 
and hands clasped be¬ 
hind your head Now 
making sure you exhale 
on each lift, raise the 
head and shoulders off 
the flcoi and feel the 
pressure on your abdf-- 
rmnal muscles The Inck 
here is to use the abdo¬ 
men to lift the head and 
shoulders don't use the 
hands to support them 






' herwise you’re not get- 
ng the full benefit of 
IP exercise Repeat this 
ght tunes, exhaling 
ith each lift, and try 
r another eight 
As you complete your 
■cond eight of the first 
<erci8e, bring one hand 
I front and reach out 
»tween your knees even 
.a you repeat the head 
I id shoulders lift with 
.tie hand behind your 
lead After eight with 
he right hand, repeat 
Tor eight more counts 
\ith the left hand 
^ Now clasp your knees 
your chest with both 
hands and relax for 
. ight counts while brea¬ 
thing deep and easing 
the tension away from 
;L)ui abdomen 
The next exercise is 
good fun Get both 
hands to the back of 
your head, elbows held 
straight out to the sides, 
and start kicking your 
legs out as if you’re ped¬ 
alling an imaginary 
bicycle Even as you lift 
each knee in turn, lift 
the shoulders off the 
jiitjoi and swivel your 
torso to touch your left 
knee to the nght knee 
and vice versa Count on 
every touch of the left 
elbow to the right knee, 
getting to eight and 
going for another eight 

Relax, holding your 
knees to your chest, for 
eight counts and breathe 
deep Now get the feet 
up (you can bend your 
knees if you feel more 
comfortable that way), 
the hands behind your 
head and start lifting 
your head and shoulders 
as high off the floor as 
you can Remember to 
keep exhaling on every 
hft Count on every hft 
of the head, getting to 
eight and then trying to 
complete another eight 
Don’t flop down yet 
keep your legs up, put 
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both hands out past 
your hips and lift your 
upper body totally off 
the floor while reaching 
out with both hands 
Count on every lift, 
reaching eight and re¬ 
peating for another 
eight 

It’s time to relax now 
Knees to chest and nice, 
easy breathing for a 
count of eight 

The next exercise re¬ 
quires you to he back, 
one knee bent and leg 
held slightly off the 
floor Then, holding 
both hands clasped be¬ 
hind your head, and 
head and shoulders 


slightly off the floor, lift 
the extended leg and 
lower to the floor (don’t 
let it touch down 
though') Count with ev¬ 
ery lift of the leg, 
switching legfs at eight 
and then repeating the 
whole sequence again 

Relax, breathing deep 
while holding the knees 
to the chest, for a count 
of eight 

Now let’s scissor the 
legs Lie back, head and 
shoulders held off the 
floor with the hands 
clasped behind the head, 
apd point your toes at 
the ceiling Then, keep¬ 
ing the knees straight. 



scissor your legs while 
keeping them pointed 
up at the ceiling Count 
on eveiy foiward move¬ 
ment of the nght leg, 
getting to eight and 
then aiming fui another 
eight 

Relax, breathing deep 
while holding the knec’s 
to the chest for a count 
of eight 

Okay, how about some 
sit-ups'^ By now your 
stomach muscles should 
be leally screaming foi 
mercy, but don’t give up 
as yet Bend the knees, 
hold yoiu hands out 
above your head anil sit 
up, reaching out be¬ 
tween your knees with 
both hands even as you 
exhale to empty your 
iibcage of air and facili¬ 
tate maximum bend of 
the torso Go back to the 
stalling position and re¬ 
peat Ki*cp count with 
every sit-up, le.iching 
eight and then tiying 
for another eight 

It’s time to rehix now 
Grip the knees to the 
chest and breathe di-ep 
to a count of eight 

Now foi the last exer¬ 
cise of this section Get 
the legs up tow.ird the 
ceiling while your up- 
perbody lies flat on the 
floor Then, put your 
hands behind your head 
and hft your head and 
shoulders off the floor 
while swinging your 
legs wide open and 
bringing them close 
together again Do the 
first eight with the toes 
pointed to the ceiling 
and repeat for another 
count of eight with the 
ankles flexc-d 

Ease off the strain by 
twisting the abdominal 
section the upper bixly 
going one way while the 
hips and legs go the 
other Reverse and then 
repeat again ‘Now 
you’re ready to move 
onto the legs next week 
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IT 

■ ■ TRSTLY hats off to your 
■■ superb -isue on ban The 
articles reg ■ ding the b.in was 
excellent Ti le BCCI has certainly 
shown the r guts and taken a step 
m the right direction by banning 
the SIX players and imposing a 
fine on t he rest This will serve as 
a warning to errant cricketers in 
the future 

Alter all the Board did punish 
Jimmy Amarnath, so why should 
these players be treated in a 
different manner Of course, the 
only consideration the Board can 
show IS to allow the players to 
take part in domestic matches 
T R SVRE8H. B&ngalore 


Dark moment ^ r ^ 

I T was the darkest moment for 
Indian cricket when the Board 
announced the ban of the six 
senior cricketers of the Indian 
team This was too harsh a 
decision to t.ake becai se their 
offence wasn’t 8\ich a strong one 
It was also saddening to realise 
that veteran players like Bishen 
Bedi and Tiger Pataudi have 
supported the Board’s decision I 
think the ban should be repealed 
and the players should once again 
be allowed to play for the c ountry 
ANUPAMROY. 

Balasoie 


Good _ V ^ > 

Y our cover story “Banned” 
(Spoj tbworld 16th August) 
was goo<l It was really saddening 
to hear that our heroes had 
become no better than puppets at 
the hands of the BCCI If these 
classy players are banned, then 
what remains of the team*’ 

The Boaid operates “by divide and 
rule’ by spar ing the juniors and 
punishing the senioi s It is a 
mattei of great regret that they 
think that their pride and 
prejudice is fai moi'e important 
than the nation's interests 
MD EZAZUL HARRAN. 
BhuboJicshwa^ 



Thanks 

T hanks a lot for your interview 
with Ivan I^ndl (Sportsworld, 
9th August) At last, you have 
broken the monotony of 
describing Ivan Lendl as a 
mechanical robot, unemotional, 
like Frankenstein I feel that the 
Press all over have not treated him 
fairly Instead they placed more 
emphasis on Boris Becker, Jimmy 
Connor s and the like 

And of course, behind every 
successful man, there is a woman 
and that is none other than 
Samantha Frankol 
RAHUL MISRA. 

Sambalpur 

Frank 

T he exclusive interview with 
Ivan Lendl concentrated on his 
off-the-field activities, was very 
frank ani' forthright and made 
absorbing reading It was quite 
interesting to learn that from 
being a ball-boy for Martina 
Navratilova, this US-based Czech 
has travellea a long distance to 
emerge as one of the top players in 
the world 

Rohit Bi ijnath s review of the 
world no one’s illustrious career 
was excellent It is a pity that 


despite winnmg so many Grand 
Slam titles, he has not yet been 
able to wm Wimbledon One 
fervently hopes that his dreams 
come true in the coming years 
TANMOY GHOSH. 

Cadcutta 

The Emperor Of Squash. ? 

P RADEEP PAUL has given a 
detailed account of Jahangir 
Khan’s successes as a squash 
player In fact, he is the living 
emperor with his many victories 
in the world squash 
championship 
CK SUBRAMANIAM 
JAYANTHISUBRAMANIAM, 
Madras 

Inanity » 

T he ban on the six Indian 

cricketers is a sheei example of 
inanity and is simply a move to 
jeopardise the career of our stars 
for nothing 

Instead of the players, the officials 

of the Board should offer their 

resignations Because, it is clear 

that they do not care at all for 

Indian cricket 

SAADATKAZI 

Burdwaji 

Best 


T he issue of Ivan Lendl was one 
of the best issues in rec’cnt 
times In fact, I road the article a 
dozen times The exclusive 
mterviw witli JaJhangii Khan was 
very good 
RAJARSHRIROY. 

Calcutta 


Heartening ' ^ c ’ ; ,v \ 

I T was heartening to know that 
Indian women powerlifters won 
silver and bronze medals at the 
recently concluded world meet in 
West Germany Hats off to the 
Iron Woman of India Sumita 
Laha 

She created a world record when 
she lifted 225 kgs I don’t think 
auiy Indian athlete holds a world 
record So Sumita Laha’s 
performance is all the more 
credible 
SIPRA BASU. 

Calcutta 
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stand in Ben-kutsu-daobl, 
hands held up 


KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND 


Lift bank Isk, ankle 
twisted to form 
knife-ed^ 


C ONTINUING with 
the ido-kihona, 
this week weTl 
tackle ucbi- 
mawoBbi-gin from zen- 
kutau-dachi Standing 
in zen-kutBU-dacbi, 
hands held up m posi¬ 
tion to guard your face, 
bring the back leg for¬ 
ward and slightly in 
while twisting the ankle 
. , sideways to form a 
knife-edge with the side 
' of your foot 

Then, keeping the 
knee of the kicking leg 
straight throughout the 
motion, circle the leg in 
fixint of your body with 
the foot getting about 
head high to make con¬ 
tact with the knife-edge 
of the foot to the oppo¬ 
nent’s ear or side-of- 
head region Oncomple- 


Cirole the leg in front 
of you, making oontaot 
to ears or side of head 

tion of the kick, bnng 
the leg back m front of 
you aoid move mto zen- 
kutsu-dacbi m prepara¬ 
tion for the next kick 
While this kick is use¬ 
ful m kumite or spar¬ 
ring as an offensive 
move. It can also be used 
m self defense as a block 
against knife attacks to 
the face or neck Also, 
make sure the circle of 
your foot is just wide 
enough to encompass 
your body width It is 
not necessary to make a 
big circle and use extra 
effort 

« 

By Shlvali Qanpdy 
Kyobus M iih s I ka n karsts 

PHOTOORAPMS RAMAN IHAUA 
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" HE Maharashtra junior 
Bwunmers continue to rule the 
pool at the national level They 
amply demonstrated their 
prowess m the i 6th edition of the 
junior national aquatic 
championships conducted by the 
Punjab Swimmmgr Association at 
the ill-equipped Mumcipal 
Corporation pool, which is seldom 
used 

Displaying their skill and grace 
with aplomb, the Maharashtra 
swimmers retained the overall 
trophy with an impressive tally of 
250 pomts m the boy’s and girls’ 
group I and n 

In waterpolo competitions 
Railways just managed to pip a 
never-say-die Maharashtra by a 
thin margm of 6-5 m the hotly 
contested final However, 
Maharashtra had the consolation 
of winning the best waterpolo 
player’s award through Nirav 
Choudhary Bengal proved too 
good for Karnataka whom they 
routed by 11-4 for the third place 
Kerala fuushed fifth by trouncing 
Manipur by 19-9 

In fact, Maharashtra owed their 


’Ths victorious Railway waterpolo team 


JUNIOR NATIONAL AQUATICS 




Natalie Pedder; four golds and on top of her group 


Maharashtr 



splend id tnumph to their ace 
swimmers—Vishal Kapoor and 
Natalie Pedder Shanmla 
Dhamankor and Sukhbir Singh 
also contributed 
to Maharashtra's glorious 
victory 

Competmg m the boys’ group II, 
Vishal Kapoor, a eighth standard 
student claimed sue golds He also 
accounted for all the three 
national records rewritten here in 
the championship He was 
adjudged the best swimmer with 
42 pomts His records came m 100 


girls’group II Thewumerof 
golds m 100 metres butterfly, 400 
metres freestyle, 100 metres 
freestyle and 200 metres 
mdividual medley. Natalie (40 
points) emerged on top to be 
declar^ the best swimmer m her 
group Pallavi Dutta Baruah, 
ongmally firom Assam, but 
studying m the Motilal Nehru 
sports school, Rai (Haryana) was 
declared the 'njrmph' in Group I 
New Records. Vishal Kapoor 
shattered Surjit Ghosh’s record of 
2 24 18 m 200 metres individual 



metres freestyle, 200 metres 
mdividual medley and 100 metres 
backstroke 

In grroup I Rigiv Kumar Nagpal 
did proud to the host state by 
wmnmg five gold medals and 
emerged the best swimmer with 
45 pomts He struck gold m 100 
metres freestyle, 100 metres 
backstroke, 400 metres freestyle, 
100 metres butterfly and 400 
metres mdividual medley 

Natalie Pedder, a nmth 
standard student of Bombay 
Scottish School, dominated the 


medley The Bombay swimmer 
clocked 2 23 48 The second 
placed Mahananda Nandi of 
railways also bettered the meet 
record by clocking 2 23 72 
Rajaram of Delhi finished third m 
2 32 81 Swimming elegantly 
Vishal Kapoor made it a record 
double by 100 metres backstroke 
m 1 06 88, he chpped off 07 
seconds from Zal Shethna’s 1983 
record of 1 6 95 Mahananda 
Nandi of Railway and Rajaram of 
Delhi were second and third, 
respectively 
Pw v ss n Kashyaii 
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ARK TAYLOR NotsmceDon 
Bradman—perhaps, jiist 
being' compared to this man is 
reward enough—has there 
been a run-getter of such 
fluency m an Australian side 
contesting the Ashes Even Waugh’s run 
of tremendous scores have paled m 
comparison to this 24-year-old 
lefthander’s senes tally Hi8 834bemg 
mfenor only to Sir Donald Bradman’s 
974 m 1930 


A solid batsman, not given to the 
pyrotechnics of the himted-overs game 
Taylor was kept under wr^w till the Test 
senes began at Leeds Immediately he set 
about proving that it was a correct 
decision Using strokes that come 
straight out of the manual on 
batsmanship, he helped himself to his 
maiden Test Century on his first visit to 
the wicket itself Neil Foster eventually 
managing to trap him in front with a 
faster one, but by then the scoreboard 
credited Taylor with 136 In the second 
innmgs, Taylor made 60 before bemg 
caught by Chns Broad off Derek Pringle 
Foster continued to be Taylor’s 
bogeyman as he dismissed him twice m 
the second Test at Lord’s, Ibw for 62 m 
the first innings and caught by Gooch for 
27 in the second Moi ng to Edgbaston 
for the third Test, Taylor had made 43 
before Emburey got one to curl around 
his blade and give wicketkeeper Russell 
an easy stumping In the second innings, 
he was a victim of overconfidence as he 
underestimated the guile of Gooch and 
left, caught Botham bowled Gooch for 51 
Emburey replaced Foster m the fourth 
Test at Old Trafford, snappmg Taylor up 
both times, stumped Russell for 85 and 
caught Robmson for 37 In the fifth Test 
at Trent Bridge, Taylor excelled himself 
He made 219 before eventually having 
his bails whipped off by Russell courtesy 
a teaser from spinner Nick Cook, taking 
him into the record books and out of 
the shadow of big brothers Waugh, 
Alderman and Hughes He was among 
the runs m the sixth and final Test too 
scoring 71 before edging to Russell of 
Iggiesden m the first mnings and doing | 
the same to Small m the second on 48 a 

A glance at Taylor’s dismissals | 

confirms the opinion that one draws of | 


TfWU 

78 




HOW MARK TAYLOR MEASURES UP IN STATISTICS 


V WEST MINES 

V ENGLAND 


him while watching bun bat Sosobdis 
his techmque that niggling things like 
gaps between bat and pad are unheard of 
A fact reinforced by his refusal to get 
clean bowled m any of his 11 visits to the 
crease If anything, there is the shght 
tendency to shuffle across—Foster 
■pploited that twice to trap him m front 
\ ith some late movement—and fish 
outside the off stump the catches he has 
offered being to the keeper and Broad, 
Gooch, Botham and Robinson all of 
whom are slip fielders 

The spate of stumpmgs is just a 
reflection of his youthful exuberance 
Dismissed thnce by Jack Russell’s 
glovework, Taylor is still suspect to the 
occasional rush of adrenalm and 
charging down the wicket to a spinner 
But he seems to be improving Missing a 
50 the first time (43) and a century the 
next (85), Taylor exhibited steely control 
when playing himself into the record 
books in the fifth Test Refusing to allow 
u narrow escape—Moxon grassed a 
Thance when he was on 3—unsettle him, 
Taylor grew in stature and partnered 
Graham Matsh to a first vncket stand of 
329 85 runs better than the previous 
first wicket record for the A^es set by 
Bobby Simpson and Bill Lawne way back 
m 1964 at Adelaide Marsh’s dismissal at 
138 didn’t affect Taylor any, mstead he 
just launched himself mto the attack 
even more and had found the fence 23 
i times before he gave Cook the charge Euid 
' paid the price 

It was this innings that really lifted 
L Taylor from the Crowds of batsmen who 
suddenly hit a purple streak Not just for 
‘ the volume of runs scored, but for the 
maturity he exhibited while collecting 
them Any batsman who can shrug off a 
chance at 3 and then hang m there for all 
of njne hours is earmarked for 
greatness 


Inn NO Runs Avg C 


4 — 67 16.75 - 

11 1 839 83.90 2 


PAmCKEMMR 



The record-breakers—Taylor (left) and ’; 
Marsh—celebrate their.feat if 
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THE CASE OF THE MISSING 
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PROBATIONARY SENTENCE ON 
BEIUOHNSQN 


Scandal and 
controversy never 
seem to end for Ben 
Johnson. The 
Canadian sprinter 
received a 
probationary 
sentence recently for 


pointing a starter’s 
pistol at another 
driver in a highwaj' 
argument. Jcmnson, 
in defence, pleaded 
innocent to assault 
and weapons 
possession charges. 


MADRAS-BORN PROSPECTIVE 
ENGLAND PLAYER 


(ilnio'it plai/ed 
thcu’fmtt-ererMuslnu 

in (I «//</> ms / 
Aifstndiu at the Oval in 
August 

Tivvntg-onv-gea t -old 
Sasser Hiissain whose 
a in tut ion at the start of 
this season was to go in 
a fihue in the Esscj 
side, almost made it 
into England's Ht got 
h IS Essex < ap on JO 
August and was, a week 
latei, reporting for Test 
dutgattheOval When 
he was asked uiiat he 
made of the speculation 


in the press that he 
would plaij for England 
before the season was 
out, Hussain said *7 
have honest!g tried to 
read what has been in 
the papers and to take 
each innings as if 
came 

In the end it comes 
down to the amount of 
runs jfou score doing the 
talking ” 

Ana ges, if gou didn't 
know Nassei 
Hussain, whose father 
playedRanp Tnipkg, 
was born in Madras' 


Following Vijoy 
Merchant's death, the 
police outhorities 
recently opproached 
his descendants to 
surrender the licensed 
gun thot Merchant had 
in his possession. The 
police argument was 


that since Merchant 
was no longer alive, 
there couldbi't 
be any use for the 
weapon. Merchant's 
relatives, considering 
they reiused to port 
with it. were not so 


PAKISTANI SLIP-UP! 


Trust the Pokistanis to 
make (cricket) 
bureaucratic error and 
Abdul Qadir being ot 
the receiving end of it. 
The BCCP announced 
a shortlist of 29 
probobles for the 
coming season even 
though 30 had been 
selected. Qodir's 
name was missing. "I 
am aware that I don't 
figure in the list." he 
soid, "though there is 
nothing I can do about 
it. Intikhab Alam. the 


monogec. called me ^ 
up to say that I was the 
30th player and my “ 
name had been 
accidentally omitted." i 

Intikhab Alam 
requested Qadir to 
ottend the camp. But 
the Pakiston leg 
spinner, snubbed, 
refused. There was 
another bombshell in 
store: the selectors 
dropped Mudassor 
Nozar from the select 


30 as well. 














BACK STRAINS, PULLED 
HAMSTRINGS ETAL... 


England limped 
through the Ashes 
series in more senses 
than one. It used 29 
cricketers during the 
series, second only to 
the use of 30 ployers in 
the series ogoinst 
Australia in 1921. 
Gotting broke his 
thumb and Botham 
cracked his 
cheekbone. As the 
series progressed, 
j. t-cmb injured his 
rnger and later his 
shoulder, Robin Smith 
strained his 


hamstring, Neil Foster 
tore his hand, Gotting 
withdrew after his 
mother-in-law died, 
Graham Dilley injured 
his knee, Glodstone 
Small stroined his 
side, Devon Malcolm 
strained his bock, 
Fraser injured his 
knee, Phil Defreitas, 
who replaced 
Malcolm, injured his 
hamstring and Greg 
Thomas, who replaced 
Fraser, announced he 
would rather go to 
South Africa! 



THE‘NATIONAL POWER 6-HIT 
_ AWARDS* _ 



I 


I 

I 


They have an award in 
England for the highest 
number of sixes hit in a 
season of county 
cricket As at August, 
when the tally was last 
computed, Graeme Hick 
of Worcestershire was 
leading the field with 23 
sixes, supported by Jour 
sixes in a single innings 
of U7against Kent 
Number two in the list 
uas a surprise—Ram 
Shastn with 21 
Supported with four 
sixes in an innings of U* 
Mainst Leicestershire 
surprise numberfive 


in the table was West 
Indies and 
Gloucestershire fast 
bowler Courteney 
Walsh, who raised his 
‘score’to 11 after 
clubbing five sixes tn a 
rapid47 not out against 
Kent at Maidstone 
Malcolm Marshall 
figured few pegs down 
the order with seven hits 
Afar cry from Ian 
Botham’s personal 
record a few 
seasons—he finuked 
with 80 sixes, heating 
Arthur Wellard’s record 
of73 


THE POOR LITTLE RICH ROY 


Michael Chang, 17, 
who has made 
approximately $ 
400,000 this year, has 
had no problem in 
making money. His 
problem has been in 
spending it 
“I really don’t have 
anything to spend it 
on,” he confessed. “I 
don’t have a driver’s 
license, so I can’t buy 
a car yet. I don’t have 
a girlfriend; if you 
don’t have a 
girlfriend, you don’t 
spoil her—^that’s a 
huge chunk right 
there. The only 
money I might spend 
is probably on 
acquariums, 
acquarium fish and 
acquarium stuff. 
Besides, I really 
don’t have a need for 
money at the 
moment Sometimes, 
it’s kind of weird. 
People always say 
‘God, you got all that 
money, what do you 
do with it?* I don’t 


know, I give it to my 
dad and 1 let him do 
whatever he wants 
with it Everytime I 
touch money, I wash 
my hands because 
it’s dirty—basically, 
for me money is just 
a piece of paper.” 
Typical indirference 
for a boy who ets a 
monthly allowance 
of only $ 100! 



RULA’R CHANNEL ATTEMPT 
ON22 SEPTEMRKR 


When she attempts to 
smm the Engluh 
'Channel on 22 
September, Bula 
Chowdhury mil have 
become the fourth 
Indian this year to 
attempt a crossing 
Presently, Bula is 
undergoing training in 
the cold water 



conditions at Dover 
When she wades into the 
water on 22 September, 
she will he accompanied 
by a motor boat 
provided by the Channel 
Smmming Association, 
for which she mil have 
to pay £650 
Assuming that Bula 
does make it across, she 
mil be given a 
certificate and her name 
added to the SGO-odd 
smmmers crossed 
successjully since 1975 
An indication of how 
casual the whole thing 
has become a few weeks 
ago, two IS-year-Olds 
fmm Bombay stroked 
across the Channel 
successfully 

SANTMHQHOiH 












T he weakest Engrland 
aide of the century’ 
Possibly When you 
consider that England 
used 29 players in the 
Ashes series this year, 
one less than what it 
used against Australia 
in 1921 The England 
selectors, hke the road- 
corner trickster who 
dumped bits of paper 
into a top hat and ex¬ 
pected them to come out 
in one piece, switched 
and sacked in the hope 
of hitting the open 
sesame—but alas 
Dexter’s cabinet used 
Gower, Jack Russell, 
Phil De Freitas, Neil Fos¬ 
ter, Ian Botham, Phil 
Newport, Derek Pnngle, 
Graham Gooch, Kim 
Barnett, Graham Dilley, 
Paul Jarvis, John 
Emburey, Angus Fras¬ 
er, Tim Curtis, Nick 
Cook, Devon Malcolm, 
Eddie Hammings, Mike 
Atherton, Gladstone 
Small, Igglesden, Lavid 
Capel, Robin Smith, 
Allan Lamb, Stephen¬ 
son, Tim Robinson, 
Chris Tavare, Martyn 
Moxon and Mike Gat- 
tmg Nineteen of these 
turned their arms over 
and picked up 67 Au¬ 
stralian wickets The 
Alderman-Lawson-and- 
Merv Hughes- 

juggernaut alone 
accounted for 89 of the 
105 England wickets to 
fall 

The ad hoc occupation 
of the dressing room 
must have confused 
Allan Border As it did 
Australian captain War¬ 
wick Amrstrong way 
back in 1921 So much 
so that while fielding on 
the boundary Ime in the 
last Test of that senes, 
Armstrong tunned 
round to a spectator, 
asked him for a news¬ 
paper and proceeded to 
read it. When it was 
pointed out to hun that 


this was against the de¬ 
corum reserved for an 
Ashes Test, Armstrong 
IS supposed to have re- 
phed innocently "I also 
wsmted to know who I 
was playmg ” 

Now witn the toughest 
Test tour coming up for 
England, trust their 
cricket administrators 
to come up with inge¬ 
nious twists to the Laws 
of the game enabling 
them to lose in five days 
instead of three ‘We 
gave those West Indians 
a bloody good fight, old 
chap’ 18 what they might 
even get their cricket 
journalists to write 
home So what if they 
lose 0-5 again’ 

After they had been 
thrashed in each Test 


they pilled in the Carib¬ 
bean a few years ago, the 
Poms insisted the fast 
bowling was killmg the 
game. Four suggestions 
were made to curb the 
intimidation. ‘A longer 
pitch,’ suggested Ted 
Dexter ‘Bomber’ Wells, 
a county oiicketer, felt 
that ‘Only three bowlers 
should be allowed to run 
m more than, say, 10 
yards ’ Veteran journal¬ 
ist E W Swanton called 
for a ‘A Ime across the 
pitch, placed accordmg 
to its degree of bounce as 
decided by the umpires ' 
Christopher Martin- 
Jenkms, editor of The 
Cncketer, emerged with 
SIX propoEuls to neutral¬ 
ise the Caribbean advan¬ 
tage He suggested. ‘A 


fbet in fhmt of eadh pc^ 
pingorease Anyballnot 
pitching on the bats¬ 
man’s side of the line 
should be called and sig¬ 
nalled a no-ball by the 
square leg umpire. Ex¬ 
tend the pitch by four 
feet at either end The 
bowler’s front foot 
should land behind, or 
cutting, the bowling 
crease (level with the 
stumps) rather than the 
popping crease as at i»e-1 
sent A batsman may 
only be out ‘caught’ ifl 
the ball has hit the blad^ 
of the Init, not the handle! 
or the glove The num-j 
ber of off side fielders be- 
hmd the wicket should 
be limited to five Cricket 
should be played with a 
durable ball, created of 
man-made substances, 
which swings, spins, 
and bounces like a leath¬ 
er ball but which, being 
less sohd or hard, is also 
less dangerous Tests 
and one-day mternation- 
als should be played on 
artificial pitches where 
the bounce is true and 
the pace sufficient to ei^, 
able batsmen to play 
strokes with confidence 
and skilful bowlers of all 
types to prosper' 

But yes, gettmg oack 
to the currmit standard 
of the England team 
Will the Indian selec¬ 
tors, next summer, send 
a team captained by San- 
jay Manjreker and in- 
cludmg the likes of In- 
dubhusan Roy, M. 
Venkatramana, Karim , 
Shrikant Kalyani and 
any other six’ Not only 
could the series be hard 
fought, we would also be 
doing an IiiKX! on Eng¬ 
land for the number of 
times they sent out 
third-rate sides in the 
past on the pretext of In¬ 
dia being a weak side or 
terrible country to spend 
three months in! 


white line be painted 15 

Sanjay Manjrekar-Should be asked to lead a 
kindergarten side to Ehigland next summerl 
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Keep the fragrance- 
not the prickly heat. 






It’s a wonderlul 


new feeling 


N>cil Lavender 


With the fresh 
fiagrance of 
Lavender and 
Cologne that feels 
so beautiful, 
so pampering 
1 r\ It today 
You’ll love it 




Lavender 


Fights prickly heat with the fragrance of 
Lavender and Cologne. 
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Subscribe to Sportswortd for • year and you witi 9«l fTM books Of your 
choice from Nutfine Sports, Bombay 
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With his win at the 
US Open Boris 
Becker 

emphasised that 
he has developed 
from a grass court 
player to an 
all-court player 


ORIS BECKER wins Wimbledon at 17. Then again at 18 
WondeiTul. Marvellous. Stupendous. For a while every¬ 
one IS disgustingly gushy—Boris preens, but not for 
long. The criticism comes as swiftly as a Tyson upper¬ 
cut—tch. tch, face it fellows, I mean the kid s good, but 
can't spell further than grass. Becker got upset...he grew 
his hair hippie long, grabbed and trashed girlfriends, 
strained tendons all around and everytime he looked 
Into the mirror saw one terrible truth: barring Wimbledon he was, In late 1988, 
yet to make it to even the finals of another Grand Slam event. This^l 
one-dimensional image hurt. , 

1989: Another Boris emerges. A Boris whose summer begins on clay. On 
clay? “Not many peopi* know, but my roots are on clay. I've been playing on it 
since I was four years old. And I first played on grass only in 1984 ’. No-one s 
laughing at this roots business as Becker makes it to the Munich semifinals and 
the Monte Carlo finals. Now a new Becker's got a new line—" My aim this year is 
to prove that I am among the best players In the world even on clay”—all smirks 
are brutally wiped off with a tactically sound semi final placing at the French 
Open. Ifou can also throw in hit win at the World Team Cup on Dusseldorf clay 
if you want. 

Consider Becker’s resolve though, give him credit for courage...the volley is 
his weapon, his bread and butter stroke, yet Becker temporarily abandons this 
vertical movement almost as a disciplinary measure. He forces himself, cajoles 
himself, to stay back, to understand through this slow-court-summer the 
importance of lateral movement, the patience of a rally, the requirement of 
swirling steady groundstrokes. On the first serve he attacks, on the second he 
manouevres from the baseline. At 21, Boris is rewinding himself to a new 
beginning—at Wimbledon of all places he emphasises the value of his learning 
experiment. 

The serve and volley has not disappeared, but there is the added dimension 
of comfort from the baseline—both against Lendl and Edberg it was the timing, 
control and fluidity In his strokeplay that gives him a winning edge. At that 
precise point, I believed and wrote; "This (Wimbledon) win will also. I am sure, 
launch him finally to greater performances In other Grand Slam events. Me has 
found himself, he has extended himself, now he is ready for combat anywhere ” 

There was no great surprise then when Boris upended Lendl to win the US 
Open. His serve ensured success in the tie-breakers, the power factor that 
Becker still commands. And his maturation and confidence allowed him to 
rally, without fear, with Lendl from the back. 

Confidence and fearlessness have In fact characterised Becker s game this 
year, supplemented by admissions from Boris himself that he thrives on tight 
situations, that he relishes his clutch performances. Four examples in 1989 
vindicate this: Clay: French Open: He saves match point to ward off Guiliermcr- 
Perez Roldan in five sets; Fast carpet: Davis Cup semi final: Reeling under 
Agassi's onslaught, two sets down, he saves match-point in the third to come 
back and win; Grass: Wimbledon: two games, eight points, away from being 
upset by Lendl, Becker breaks back in stunning style to win in five sets: Hard 
court: US Open: down two sets and two match points to Derrick Rostagno, he 
uses a net cord to storm through. 

If there were any questions left, none remain unanswered. Like all great 
champions before him, Becker has taken the Initiative, looked forward and 
made startling advances In his game. Becker circa 1985 has been buried 
forever—assured and more complete, he Is undoubtedly player of the year 

When he now looks at the mirror in the morning, he can smile back in 
satisfaction. 
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U.$. OPEN 


,, IKE laat yeax, party 
' rt animal Steffi Graf had 

made a reservation for the 
, 7 30 flight home the very 

evening of the women's 
• finals at the US Open 
Someone asked her whether she 
would change her mind and stay 
back to celebrate with Boris 
Becker the followmg evening She 
didn’t sound to convincing as she 
said, “I don't know what I’ll do I’ll 

OCT? 

Don’t blame Graf if she didn’t 
bet on Becker the Wimbledon 
wonderboy who had openly 
declared early in the tournament 
I that as an European, this 
tournament meant much less to 
him than Wimbledon and the 
French Open Pi obably even 
manager Ion Tiriac must have bet 
a couple against his boy Hardly 
anyone had picked him even as a 
finalist A neai miss against 
Derrick Rostagno in the second 
round didn’t help any He didn’t 
' look convincing against Miloslav 
; MecirorMickaelPernfois Yet, he 
I kept improving with each match 
' even as his part ot the draw tell 
' wide open tor him 

It was one lucky Open for the 
I young West German, whose best 
! record to date at Flushing 
Meadows was a 1986 semitinals 
His physical condition suspect on 
the eve of the tournament, fortt ne 
began to smile on Beckei on day 
one itself when his nemesis. Brad 
I Gildert, crashed out due to 
' fatigue Then a net cord saved him 
against Rostagno and Becker was 
ever grateful, saying that he could 
only do better in the tournament 
His task became easier, as John 
McEnroe and Mats Wilander were 
eliminated from his half of the 
draw the same evening 
That left him with injury prone 
Americans Aaron Krickstein and 
Jay Bei ger, and a confused and 
rusty Yannick Noah as his stop 
signs to the finals 

Until the semifinals, Ijendl had 
chiselled his wins with the 
precision and perfection of a 
master craftsman His shot 
selection was meticulous, his 
game plan perfect and his 
consistency unbelievable Even 
(he extended workout 
administei'ed by Andrei 




Chesnokov only underscored his 
superiority as the most consistent 
competitor in the field 

But in the finals, the well-oiled 
and larefully iine-tunod tennis 
machine broke down against a 
21 -year-old challenger who was 
desperately seeking liberation 
from the gi -tss of Wimbledon 
After the match Lendl could only 
sadly say, if he had his pick, he 
would have chosen a potential 
semifinal win at Wimbledon to the 
title here 

For some inexplu able reason 
Lendl appeared resigned after 
Becker closed out the fourth set 
tie-breaker and the championship 
with a blazing ace and a stunning 
service winner The fire was not in 
Ivan on and off the court His 
mind seemed to be still on 
Wimbledon Centre Court and he 
talked again about skipping the 
French Open next year to prepare 
for tho Championships 

Incredulously, l^endl has now 
lost four times in a row to Becker 


making it a 7-7 head to head 
record He has also surrendered 
his home cour t advantage by 
losing the Masters and the Open 
to Becker Ironically, now he may 
know how McEnroe felt when 
Lendl himself forced him into 
oblivion 

Becker becomes the second 
youngest US champion of the 
century and the fifth overall I n 
1979, John McEntrxi won it at <50 
years and 7 months Beckf r has 
done it at 21 yeai s and 9 months 
He also becomes the fourth man in 
the Open era to win Wimbledon 
and the US Open during the same 
year Only McEnroe (81 and 84). 
Connors (74 and 82) and Rod 
Laver (1969) have achieved that 

With this loss, Lendl has also let 
the door wide open for the No l 
spot for Beck^'r In many minds 
Becker is already the top man in 
the business Irrespiective of what 
the microchips feel, if Boris 
Becker can successfully defend 
his Masters crow n at the Garden 


in November, he is going to be the 
King of 1989 Yet, he is realistic 
about where he stands "Today, 
the difference was two shots, 
maybe That’ll always be the 
differenc-e between No 1 and 2 " 

Something changed in Boris 
Becker at Flushing Meadow this 
time- - he began to love the Open 
he hated “I think I have learned a 
lesson here,” he said alter the 
semifinals “You almost have to 
love it here There are many 
things that distract you you just 
have to go out and have fun, like 
Connors has done for 18 years 
and that’s the best thing I’ve 
learnt here 

And finally, Boris Becker was 
honest to admit that this win was 
certainly more emotional than his 
third Wimbledon win The 
passage from grass to Flushing 
Meadow’s concrete will be 
remembered as the passage of 
Boris Becker from tennis 
adolescence to adulthood 
George Thottam, New Yoric 








mmiHH ITH her second U S Open 
title win, she has won 
H V W fl seven of the last eight 
B f 1 Grand Slam titles over the 

m past 20 months At age 20. 
IkBaHl Steffi Graf of West 
Germany is without question the 
unchallenged No 1 in women's tennis 
for the third successive year Still, this 
year’s U S Open will be remcinbered as 
the tournament which tested her 
championship mettle to the limit Never 
before has she dealt with adversity and 
handicaps so courageously None of the 
Grand Slam titles before have come so 
hard to her 

In the past she has passed a succession 
of gruelling tests - this was the ultimate 
test of her championship quality 
“It’s not how good or how bad you 
play,” fellow Wimbledon and U S Open 
champ and compatriot Boi is Becker said 
on the eve of his win “It comes down to if 


you win or lose And you are in the 
semifinal of a Grand Slam tournament, it 
has not much to do with tennis, it has to 
do with keeping your nerves under 
control ” 


At that level of tennis it is the ability to 
produce that one extra shot to earn a 
point here and a point theie, that 
separates the chan.piona from the loyal 
opposition. 

Ultimately, it was instinctive mental 
toughness and an instinctive survival 
that separated Steffi from the rest of 
them- Martina, Chris Evert and Gabriela 
Sabatini at the 108th U S Open In 
moments of extreme adversity, she 
delved deeper into herself and came up 
with that extra ounce of energy that 
didn’t seem to be there she stretched 
herself that coiiole more inches, which 
seemed unreachable, she pushed her 
mind over the failing body 


Gabriela Sabatini had to delve deep to 
produce a come from behind win ovei 
French Open champion Arantxa 
Sanchez-Vicano, but she was not able to 
keep up the same momentum against 
doubles partner Graf m their semifinal 
Steffi, who allowed Helena Sukova jus), 
two games in the quarters was off color 
against Sabatini in the first set She 
comnutted more unforced errors in that 
set than in her first five matches and 
broke down at 4-6 
In the third set, Sabatini knew that 
Graf was afflicted with cramps and tried 
to hand in the match It was a close call as 
Graf would describe later “I was real 
lucky at the last point 1 don’t think I 
could have gone on much longer ” Two 


controversial calls prevented Sabatini 
from stretching the match to a situation 
where a Graf default would be possible 

Her performance against Aranxta and 
Steffi marks a new era in Gaby’s career 
With Chns’ departure she has become a 
solid No 3 who can beat Graf 

Martma was really lucky that she did 
not have to play Chris in the 
semifinals— it would have been a moral 
victory for Chris, irrespective ol the 
outcome and no help to Martina’s career 
or reputation She exploded in relief by 
demolishing Manuela in two love sets 
Her tribute to Chris continued as she 
avenged her last year’s quarterfinals loss 
to Garrison 

After a two-year chase of Steffi, 
Martina seemed within reach after 16 
perfect games- 

Then the Navratilova machine broke 
down with two double faults while 
serving at 4-3 in the second set 
With another break opportunity 
squandered in the ninth game, Martina 
totally crumbled to pave way for a Graf 
victory 

"Any time I see a chance, I try and treat 
every point as important as any other,” 
the champion said “1 was trying to go for 
it and didn’t let up That was the most 
important thing ” 

Ultimately that was the difference 
between the challenger and the 
champion In the third set, Martina was 
totally lacking desira, the superior effort 
expected ol a Grand Slam champion 
Steffi did not look away or walk away 
from any ball, even the most impossible 
ones She stretched herself to the limit 
and beyond And with real class closed 
out the third set with a second serve ace 

Martina argued that she was only two 
points away from taking the match She 
insisted that she had never allowed a 
Grand Slam title slip away attei being m., 
close “Devastated” is the word she would 
use to describe her state of nund alter the 
match which she feels she “gav«' away ’ 
On the contrary. Steffi thinks that it was 
no give away, while the Wimblrxion final 
was 

“In the third set, she was a runaway 
tram,” Martina said about her young 
rival’s incredible comeback That is a 
perfect word to describe Steffi Graf Yes, 
she can be stopped, but mere waving of 
red flags by Martina and company alone 
won’t be able to do it Right now the Steffi 
Express can stop only due to mechanical 
dificulties Like at the French Open 
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Rsliewed perhaps 
that she did not 
have te play Chris 
Evert, Martina 
respendedhy 
demellshine 
Manuela Maleeva 
In two love sets. 
Hertrlhuteto 
Chris continued 
as she avenged 
her last year’s 
quarter-final loss 
toZInaCarrtson 
(holow) 
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well and now as I pjel oldei and 
lose thdtronc-'entration a little bit, 

I see how lou^h I really was And I 
see what evei ybody was talking 
about thekillci instinct she is 
single-minded she s like a 
ch«i mpion 1 e.in i eally set' that 
now bt*( ause the intensity is not 
theie like it used to Im? 

4 \ to how sure she is about 
retirement 

1 have thought it ovei foi thiw 
yeai s I am not coming back It 
would be t(X) niiu’h work and 1 am 
just SCI aping by now It will be 
twite as haid in a year 
On having a pony tailed teenager on 
the other side of the net 

I telt like Mai gaiet Court out 


there, and Chris Evert was on the 
other side I was 15 when 1 played 
Margaret Court and boat hei for 
the first time The crowd helped 
mo a lot I felt psyched up, in a 
good fi ame of mind, and I felt the 
ciowd was forme That did help 
I kept thinking two days ago 
when I knew I had to play Monica, 

I kept thinking that isn't it iionic 
that I would draw her of all 
fKJople If this IS my last big 
maU'h, wouldn’t it be even more 

II onic il she beat me*? May be that 
was fate, and it enteied my mind 
foi a second 

Her thoughts immediately after her 
loss to Zina Garrison 
1 have a tew thoughts The first 


Her sentiments during the opening 
mati h 

It litH'sn t fiH'l anydiffeient to 
nil I 111 .iwaieof the pt'ople’s 

II ait II >11 I tiH'l thai they le a little 
iiu'i e supjKii tive Ix'c aiisc it is my 

l. iM U S Ojien 1 could get leal 
eniotioii.il il I let my sell but I can’t 
doit lK\auscl don t want to foi get 
w h\ I III out theie and 1 in not out 
then foi then ilapand jiraiseaild 
th.mk me foi all the yeaisof 
tennis 1 in out theie to w'lii a 
tennis m.itch 

(hi her planning her departure from 
tennis sime Wimbledon 
No th.it little wave at 
Wimbledon was not F R oi a 
(.ill ul ited move Th.it was mj last 

m. itch .it Wimbledon my last time 

III tie on t he Cent le Com t and I 
think when people give you that 
niuehsiippoit ovei theyeais you 
sh luld u know ledge and that sail 
1 w.i-. dt mg 

1 1 .in’i bi' scattmi'd like that My 
wholeeaitvi 1 h.ivetoneentiated 




■S'' 


set I really thought that I 
squandered the lead having been 
■> 2 up I shouldn’t have let it get 
away I m not disappointed that 
it s my last match at the U S 
. )pen I'm disappointed isolating 
the match thinking how I played 
•t and, well, that’s one of the 
I easons I am retiring Because 
vou play a great match two days 
igo and then I was bit flat today 
fhat has happened all year with 
me and I think that’s why it’s 
time 

Her thoughts on being in her last 
Grand Slam match 

No matter what match 1 had 
olayed, win or lose, it would be sad 
^ lor me because my career really 
started here back when I was 16 
years old and I i-eached the 
sem'-finals and I think that I had 
a lot of success here, excellent 
memor les and that is vei y spcx lal 
to me also 

On her greatest moment at the t S 
Open 

Gosh, the greatest moment 1 
think that as I get older, the 
victories meant more to me 
because I was feeling more of 
w hat they meant and the hai d 
work that I put into them The 
Seles match has to be up 
there—the Tracy Austin match 



( 1980 semifinaUs win) has to be up 
thei e pi obably those t wo, even 
though they were not finals 
Becau.se, funny enough, the finals 
that I’ve played, very few of them I 
have felt as though I have 
ati uggled I won them pretty 
easily So I think of those two 
matches, because I think that they 
wei e challenges to me 

Her tennis legacy • 

When I am away from the game, 
I will I hink about it more Right 
now it 18 too soon foi me to say 
Consistency is the first thing that 


comes to mind 1 have nc'vci tx-<>n 
lankcHl below 4. since 1 v* Ixtsi 17 
years old I’ve never h.ul slumps 
I’ve always aUiyecl in the top 4 in 
the world To mu, that is the 
biggest accomplishment 

When I camr along all t he gn !•- 
knew how to serve and volley 
Then 1 came along wii h I he 
ground strokes That was gtxid 
enough for me to bo miinlHS i to 
have superb ground Rtioke.s and 
a medicx're serve and v< >1 Ic-v No\^ 
the standards are higher In 
future there will be all round 
players, that do everything well 



The aspects of her petsonahtv that 
makes her consistent 
Stupidity, Ignorance*, I don’t 
know Desire I nc-eded it n> my 
life You have to have a lot < >1 
desire, concentration and 
determination It is very mental 
and for long 

Her thoughts about retired life 
You know I hope that people are 
stiH going to talk tcj me 1 mean all 
this attention these two wec'ks and 
this whole year knowing t hat it 
was going to be my last year At 
Wimbledon they were gjeat to me 
It IS such a high And whenever 
there is a high. thei c is a low It 
will be interesting to see how 1 
react I will go home and 
everything will calm dowii and 1 
am no longer in contention for the 
No 1 spot and I won’t be playing 
any more Grand Slam 
tournaments and it will be 
interesting to sec how I .Mlpi't 
toit j 
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Wrfh ,1 s( 

|r)Ui i)r-\ cinvMi 
nifiiii *i V !•' Ilf H 
also .1 voyayi totlu* 
fiilini In l)'-t\\<.‘(‘n Uie 
pifs< lit lost 
soiiH'wiifK Tliat 111 a 
luitslifll Vlas llu' 

I stois of till lOHtlill H Opi'll 
I TonnisC haiiipioiisliips 
I Nost.il^ia i^as to b* thf nuun 
I thfiiK* thanks to('hi IS Kvoits 
' ohou'<‘ to fuel it wlifif it 
' Btaitfd Hfi lovaltV to lu*i tennis 
' KXJtsdid not j)f I mit Inn to relish a 
1 enal hiM well at the Centie Com t 
I at the All KnglaiidClnb Thetoich 
was siipjioseel to b*' passed on to 
\ yomif^ Monica Seles tiei b'st 
I lephca in piofessional tennis 
I tcKlav 

Foitunately Chi is sp<iied the 
\ \'j yiMi old ^ ni>osla\ iinnngiant 
. thtd oide.d Instead hei 111 st 
apiMvii.ini eat the stadium comt 
was a posit i\e mniioi \ b\ 

I c'cpiatint'hfi jn-i foi main e to the 
I hisloi le iii.iti h .if^.iinst 'J'lai y 
I Austin 111 151 HO 


half a decade 

This was not the year of the 
Czec lis, the Swc<les or the 
Australians Nor was it the year of 
tlie West Germans, although two 
of them capturf*d the main titles 
Tlie Czec hs, past and present, 
bowed out to youth The Swedes 
weie not even a major force even 
when Kdberg and Mats Wilander 
weieintheciraw Last year's 
Australian wave tur ned out to be a 
flash in the pan, as none of the 
I!)undees got past the second 
round 

While only Chi is Zina and 
Martina made the American 
pr esence in the womem’s side of 
the dr aw, Amer lean men se^ ved 
notice of then emeiging presence 
in world tennis At a time when 
the ATP IS working on taking the 
tennis bac-k to the c-ontinent these 
youngster s h.ive hei aided a br ight 
futuie for the g.une in this 
count 1 y 

The louncl of 16 had eight 
Amei ic ans including Connors At 


age 29, Tim Mayotte was 
achieving a major break through 
m his career by breakmg into the 
quarter fmals Aaron Knekstem 
and Jay Berger, Davis Cup players 
of the recent past battled a history 
of illnesses and injuries to march 
into the quarterfinals Andre 
Agassi and Michael Chang did not 
totally disappoint either 
Promising teenager Pete 
Sampras became the biggest 
sensation of the tournament, at 
least on the men’s side IIis 
astonishing win over Wilander 
has changed his life foirever Jim 
Grabb will also not be known only 
as Patrick McEnroe’s doubles 
partner after finding his way into 
the fourth round Jim Courier, 
another up and coming teenager 
could not get past Ijcridl in the 
third round, but he shared some 
of the limelight with Sampra.s for 
belonging to the same generation 
A new generation is taking over 
the game The French Ojn ii',/as 
just an ominous beginning 
Twenty-one year-old Boris Bt*cker 



BACK TO THE FUTURE 


, Destiiu WDuld Kp.iif M.ulm.i 
, NaM.itili's.i tium lx ing the mII.iim 
I of ttiel<iicv\cll vhovi eithci 
I Inslc.ui ,1 \fHiiu> black woman 
. tiom Texas /an.i t i.ii i ison tcKik i 1 
' uixin hci self lo pel loi 111 the i it u<il 
Fall vMiuUi also ha\f .limm\ 

! Coiinois* bale(. bus louinev to 
thep.ist w ill) a I oupli o* 

I stunniiu'wiMsiil bisown llis 
demolition ol tbe tliiid seed Stefan 
I Edb'ig and .1 m.ii.itbon with 
I Andif Agass’ weie lessexi it mg 
oiiK Ik'i lUise t'oniKMs b.id not 
* aniiounei it bis 1,11(^^011 liom the 
' toui at .ige Instead hf g.ivc 
i evi'i\ iiulK ation ol bfiiic bac k 
time and ag.iiii 
VMule/m.i and Andie two 
i 11 loveient and d.,! nig i isk takei s 
pulled lhe( uitaiil on tbei lassu s 
I aneww.iM was swct'pmg the 
Meadows \ \oaiig buiK b of 
Ainciii.aiis someof them not 
' unfaniiliai ao-i tbe I'thm totilU 
; new f.ii es wete ree.iptui iiig then 
nation .>1 tenii s t nn nameiit aftt i I 1 . 
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W hile Zina and 
Andre, two 
irreverent and daring 
risk takers pulled the 
curtain on the classics, 
a new wave was 
sweeping the Meadows. 
A young bunch of 
I i Americans, some of 
them not unfamiliar and 
others totally new faces, 
were recapturing their 
national tennis 
tournament after half a 
decade 


has taken over fioni 29-yoar-old m, 
Ivan Lendl, while 20-yeai -old 
Steffi Graf has convinced 
eveiyono except 32-yeai -old 
Martina Navratilova that she has 
already enteied the twilight zone 
If Lendl and Navratilova have to 
skip the French Ojicn eight 
months in advance foi a pi'leniial 
Wimbledon title the writing on 
the wall IS cleai The futui e 
belongs to younger pairs of legs 
which can withstand the 
pressures of all the four Grand 
Slams 

The pro toui has become so 
competitive that even the genius 
of John McEni oe cannot win a 
Grand Slam event A spot in the 
top five certainly is within the 
reach of Martina. I^endi and 
McEnroe, but the Grand Slams 
and the No 1 spot might be tall 
order for them in the near future 
Even a much younger Mats 
Wilander, another star of the 








I t v'a,s one of the most 
dusappouitin^ U S Opens 
for Indian players in 
reteni yeais Ramesh 
Ki jshn.ui lost to Derreck 
l{(jsta^no in straipfht sets on 
till oix'nmg day. in a match 
V. till h I ould have gono either 
^ ay Had he won it, Knshnan 
vMiiiUi have appeared on the 
s'ariiuin c oui t against Boris 
H»'i ket 

.'■i Vatiiidevaii was scedi'd in 
llir-\ii,dil\ing tournament but 
A IS out ov t tie stcond round 
Uolnt Haipjl ttie only Indian 
ivpi 1 sentative m the junior 
1 k)V sbingles lost toGrant 
Slat fold t tie 111 ti seeded South 
I'vtiu’an Kentuckv-based Vimal 
I’atel 1 eat ht'd t he second rounvl 
with tlie help of two 
tiebreakers hut lost to the 16th 
seed in the second i ound Both 
Kajjial and Patel lost their 
1 esp(*ctive 1 irst round doubles 
inatehos 


Laxmi Porun of upland 
California, a member of the 
U S girls team, opened with a 
strong showing in the women's 
qualifying tournament, 
winning three matches One of 
her better known victims being 
Kristine Radfoi'd In the 
women's tournament she beat 
the up and coming Carrie 
Cunningham Her loss to much 
superior Sandra Wasserman of 
Belgium was not totally 
unexpected 

After an impressive showing 
in the main draw, Laxmi 
disappointed in the junior girls 
competition The No 16 seed 
lost to unseeded Sandnne 
Testud of France in the first 
round, 6-2. 6-2 By then she 
seemed to have lost interest m 
the tournament A three set 
loss to the third seeded doubles 
team m the first round ended 
Laxmi's 1989 U S open 
challenge 





present, is fast becoming part of 
this crowd 


W hen was the last time 
the doubles salvaged 
the box office 
attraction and 

television ratings of a Grand Slam 
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tournament*^ Thanks to John 
McEnroe, Martina Navratilova 
and Pam Shriver, this year's U S 
Open sustained spectator interest 
durmg the second w eek mainly 
due to the doubles action 
McEnroe teamed up with the 
young Aussie Mark Woodforde to 


P am and Mary Jo took 
her (Martina) to the 
brink of defeat before 
surrendering the three 
set match. According to 
Maitina, the doubles 
win "took the sting out of 

tliA sinrilAS loss" 


sweep past top seeds Rick !ji*,u‘h 
and Jim Pugh in thequrfitr-r 
finals for an interesting liiial 
again.st foul f h sis-ds Ken Flach 
and Robeit Segnso theofficial 
U S doubles team It was 
McEnroe's first Gi and falam t it It 
since the Open singles in 1981 
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McEnrue even grew a goatie to 
make his show colorful First he 
had vowed to keep it as long as 
they kept winning Now that they 
have won the championship, he 
seems to enjoy keepmg it Like a 
snake charmer, McEnroe drew the 
crowds away from the big name 
singles matches and gave them 
their money’s worth 
Martina Navratilova divorced 
doubles partner Pam Shiiver for 
Hana Mandlikova Hardlj' half an 
houi befoi e the tournament 
deadline Mary Jo Fernandez, a 
player with no doubles 
expieneiice, agreed to replace the 
injured Claudia Kohde-Kilsch as 
Pam’s new partner Claudia 
herself had been bounced by 
Helena Sukova who had found a 
strongei paitnei 
Eveiyone except Martina 
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PHOtOGHAPH> TOMMY HINDltv 


I 


seemed to be interested in a fina 
c lash bet ween the two pans The 
day after hei devastating loss to 
Steffi, Martina took on Pam .aid 
the prospect of another 
humiliating defeat Pam and Mary 
Jo took her to the brink of defeat 
before surrendering the three set 
match Accor ding to Martina the 
doubles win “took the sting out of 
the singles loss ’ 

With the resurgence of the 
French Open and the Australian 
Open the U S is beginning to 
look like a primitive tournament 
with an outdated facility located 
in an unhealthy environment 
Unless it IS rescued from the 
planes and network television, it 
will have to depend on doubles 
matches of ex-cfiampions to 
sustain the crowd’s interest 
GEORGE THOTTAM, Raw York 
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“My family is the 
victim of threats. 
There is a plot against 
me”...Maratlona 
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Prima Donna 


Michael Sheridan looks at the 
Italian obsession with the 
shadow of the underworld and 
a footballer g^one fishing^... 



WHEN the sweat 

was dnppmg down their 
brows in the newsrooms 
of Naples, the humidity 
inducing' lethargic bore¬ 
dom and too much wine 
at lunch, not even a de¬ 
cent murder to enliven 
the Billy season along 
came Diego Maradona 
At last there is a sum¬ 
mer story with every¬ 
thing The star of Napoli 
hiding upriver in dar¬ 
kest Argentina, the 
club’s furious managers 
demanding his return, 
the threat of a fine 
eunounting to more than 
£363,500, mysteiiouB 
happenings at his lux¬ 
ury villa first-class 
seats on Aerolineas 
Argentines booked in 
the magfical name and 
then cancelled or a 
whim, mutterings in the 
trattorias alwui pnma 
donnas rather than 



The Mafia has an oM score to settle 
with Diego, for when he led Napoli to 
a delirious victoiy in the Italian 
championship, Tne Mob took a 
beating from which it has yet to 
recover... 










Maradonaa, and to cap it 
all, the shadow of the 
underworld over the 
I man who is, to many 
' Neapolitans, the closest 
i thing on earth to God 

One cannot accuse 
Maradona of not know- 
, ing his public At first 
the talc failed to ignite 
' Diego was taking an ex- 
' tended holiday, he was 
' known to be rather cava- 
' her, people were not trxi 
, bothered since purictual- 
! ity IS not one of the 
many virtues admired in 
' NapU's Then Diegos 
holiday went on and 
on 

The rumble which be¬ 
gan on the sports pages 
I began to spread on to the 
1 front pages and soon it 
j assumed the piopor- 
I tions of an earthquake 
1 Television crews and re¬ 
porters flcxiked to Rome 
airport, having cun¬ 
ningly hacked their way 
into the Argentine air¬ 
line’s computers, to lie 
in wait for Maradona 
who was booked on 
flight 110 from Buenos 
Aires 

But the blue and white 
jumbo touched down to 
disgorge a disappuiii 
tingly pedestrian bunch 
of tired passengei s The 
crews were reduced to 
filming the television 
monitors in the arrivals 
hall It was about dawn 
in Argentina and Diego 
was still upriver 

By lunchtimt in 
Buenos Aires, Marado¬ 
na’s manager had given 
the local news agency 
Telam a communique 
perhaps the most sensa¬ 
tional news item (to Ita¬ 
lians at least) to appear 
on the wiies of that 
organisation since the 
end of the gueira drile 
Malvinas 



weir tittc,” Diego said. "After 
•'1^ teicefi a littie wn,” And he 
^iMni|heih The next thing the man 
INaiedonas were in their 
^iOart lieaiiing towaitls their fiehinf 


Maradona's impas¬ 
sioned words arrived in 
Italian newsrooms at ab¬ 
out 10pm From across 
the South Atlantic he 
pleaded for understand¬ 
ing “My family is the 
victim of threats ’’ he 










>?d,icl He recounted 
menacing tetephone 
'alls, mysterious intrud- 
•*is at his sister’s apart¬ 
ment, attempts to break 
into his villa His car 
had been vandalised 
All of which convinces 
me that there is a plot 
against me,” he said 
Napoli had to arrange 
pirtection and he was 
willing to come to a deal 
with the club, he main¬ 
tained Tugging at the 
heartstrings of his pub¬ 
lic on the only subject 
other than football 
which merits religious 
respect in Naples he con 
eluded "As a man and as 
a father I beat the re¬ 
sponsibility of defend- 
mg the greatest treasure 
I possess My family " 
Maradona did not 
spell out the thieat but 
he hardly needed to for 
everyone in Naples 
knew that he was refer¬ 
ring to the Camorra, the 
omniscient regional 
branch ol the Mafia 
which holds much of the 
city in its grip 
"The Camorra has an 
old score to settle with 
Diego, for when he led 
Napoli ‘o a delii lous vic¬ 
tory m the Italian cham¬ 
pionship, The Mob trxik 
a beating from which it 
has yet to recover In 
Naples, almost every 
body plays the illegal 
football pools run by the 
Camorra m preference 
to the pools run by the 
Italian state 
The Camorra has ‘he 
double advantage of a 
reputation for paying 
out promptly and for 
ticking a conspicuous 
“X” in the "no publicity” 
box near to the part of 
the form reserved for 
taxman 

Napoli had started out 
sure losers and the 



pefeniling Ihe greatest treasure I pessess: my family 




I (’amora 1 ml heavy odds 
agrainst t'"’ loam But at. 
I the soaso wore on to 
ttic' doligh ot the fans, 
I who liad 1 vally b«tte>d 


we don't think there’s 
much to the idea of the* 
Camoiia f?ettinf> at 
Maiaaona " He addea 
tliat tlune was no evi- 


sister’s apartment, 
attempts to break 
into his vilia. His car 
has been vandalised. 


Eque Poia hotel where 
Maiadona, his lather, 
his brother and a cousin | i 
were ensconced It was 
11 am and God was still 


I onthc'irGc i Maradona dence that Mar.idona's 

I and Ills n n clawed home in Naples or his 

thc‘11 way tCi Ktorv By car had been damaspci 

tin last fee matches during his piolonged 
they were ben es,oited holiday 

to the sttidiun >v ail nod Round at Napoli, scep- 
, police 111 flal i.u'kets ticisni rapidly turned to 

j The Caniorra | lied its apoplexy The club is 

, tc'c'th ind paid "it bil looking loi replaco- 

1 house ‘ lire in w nngb ments, it is Slacking a 

I Yet ail this w veiy huge fine and according 

I much in the past nd it to the head of the Italian 

I IS asking a bit m li of federation, Antonio ^''it- 


"AHofwhich 
convinces me tfiere is j 
aptotapinstme,” 
"he said 


Amid all this spare a 
thought foi the poor 
man from the Comere 
Della Sera who seems to 
have missed the scoop of 


asleep when he arrived 
Maradona Snr re¬ 
counted tales of lazy 
days and deep-sea 
fishing as they waited 
for Diego Finally a rum¬ 
pled Maradona, tired 
“from playing cards till 
6 am," appeared at the 
dcxir 

“OK, we’ll talk," Ehego 
said "After TVe taken a 
little sun ” And he 


anyone who knov Ma- tarese, “if Maradona the year First he got vanished The next 


plc's not to assume hrit doesn t respec-t his coin- Diego's long suffering thing the man knew the 
•■.<>1110 SOI t of tac'it u 'is mitmerits he risks tx'ing wife to divulge where he Maradonas were in their 


St Hiding had L 'n barred from the World was (the town of Ex- cars heading towards 

11*, < hod bet ween 'd Cup next year ’ quina 400 miles north the fishing boat And the 

an ! the underworld Mattareso said of Bue.ios Aires on the next thing was that 

I c't tainly the Mara. that he had asked banks of the Parana Riv- Maradona’s manager ar¬ 
ea ■ommunique did i Julio Grondona presi- er) Then he flew m a nved bearing the great 

u.qirc'ss anyone at poll" d^nt of the Argentine chartered light plane to cxjmmumque, which had 

In idquarteis ’We’v FVitball Asscx'ation and the nearest landing been handed out to the 


si.iiitd an inquiiv" • national team manager strip man's competitors back 

•1.1 iry deputy polict Carlos Bilaido to appeal Then he tcxik a tiyo- m Buenos Aires Several 
it lof Sciid ‘but frankly to Maradona to return hour taxi ride to the hours ago 




SHORTSWORLD With the 
Board of Control lor 
Cricket in India in the 
news It would be pertinent 
to ask why there is hardly 
any government 
Interference into the 
Board's affairs Yet, on 
the other hand some 
officials heading other 
associations/federations feel that they are totally 
subversant to the Sport’s Ministiy and allege that 
' you are 'govemmentising' Indian sport? 

MRS MARGARET ALVA This kind of 
. reaction has come in response to certain 
g^uidelmes which we have issued But let 

■ me tell you that we have studied the 

i sports legislations and guidelines of 26 
countries of the world, i icludmg the 
1 United States of America Even they have 
I a federal legislation and we have copies 
I of all these In India we have only 

■ adopted a sport’s policy based on which 
I we have been issuing these guidelines 

1 Our point 18 that since the government 
18 funding and paying for everything, we 
' have to impose some conditions 
^ especially where the training of the 
j teams 18 concerned This happened 
. essentially after the 1986 Asian Games at 
! Seoul when everyone said that the 
government cannot disclaim 
responsibility when the teams play as 
national teams When something goes 
wrone, the government is blamed and 



Mrs. Margaret Alva, Minister of State for 
Sports, holds back no punches in this frank 
and revealing interview (about Indian 
sport) toSPORTSWORLD 


“If you go under 
your federation 
flag...f haveno 
objections. But 
when you are 
participating 
under the nationai 
fiag, don’t you 
think as a nation 
we have a right to 
say that we want 
some standard to 
be maintained. 
These are not 
jaunts” 


when the govoi iimeiit says ‘okay lei's 
put things right’, then they say it is 
interfering If you don’t do anything you 
are in trouble If you do soniellnng you 
are in trouble 

The complaint ear liei wMsthat flic 
Sports Authority of India (SAI> w,ui a 
white elephant and it did nothing I am 
glad that at the end of my foiii year tri m, 
the complaint is that the SAI is doing tcxi 
much. It 18 steppingon toes, il is taking 
on everything I rather have f bis 
criticism than the other one 
Why do you think the associations are so afraid 
of the guidelines? 

They are only romplaiinng afxnif a ff \/ 
points One is the- composition of the 
selection committee and the fart th.it 
certain disciplines were selected foi 
special attention Wehavcneyei usii-ithe 
word priority in the guidelines They 
also feel the government has no b'lsuiess 
to set up criteria for select ion Ttiei c ai e 
63 or 64 various issues B'veiything else 
has been accepted because it tieiielitiS 






them \Vp h'lvp brouffht in foreign 


the criterion Now after almost four 


coaches We have set pencKlic targets tor 
competit J< itiM Inft aatr uel lu e which 
never existed b*-fore We have five 
regional centn's whei e the camps ai e 
conducted at 1 (X) pt'r ce''t govei ninent 
cost So don't you think we should have a 
say in who will come into these camps 
What IS ttie criterion lot selecting 
Even in s* lecting the 12 special 
disciplic' v'e have taken the 
perfoi t '* of the last Asian Games as 

2 ¥ 


“The complaint 
earlier was that 
tha SAI was a 
white elephant 
and it did nothing. 
I am glad that at 
the end of my four 
year term, the 
complaint is that 


complaint 
the SAI Is 
too much 


doing 


years they are objecting to it In these 
four years, a lot has been done There is a 
national monitoring commiitee which I 
chair and which has a representation 
from every association and the lOA The 
long term development plan for all the 
disciplines was discussed with each of 
the federations individually under the 
guidelines Why the controversies today‘s 
Another problem I have is the fate of 
the non-Olympic disciplines There is the 







■J’his kind of thing iHboiuul li h.ippen 
This IS the case ol the BCCl but w»' are 
dealing with some disciplines wliei e 
theieaietwooi ihioe Jederations Some 
of thesi' g 1 oups ti a vel abi oad on t hei r 
own When they are playing they siinply 
say they have come f i om India and 
participate undei the Iiidi.ui flag 
Could you give some instances? 

I don’t want to name them Hut aftei 
eveiythingisovei 1 am rejxiatedly .isked 
how did they go’^ In July tins year, we 
cleated six athletes for the 8 inga|X)re 
Open Championships I«itei the 
association sent anothei liateti of athletes 
without our cleaiaiices 


fills 






Kite Flying Association or the Carrom 
Board Federation Someone has now 
come up with a Power Lafting Federation 
There are various indigenous games 
which we are also promoting We cannot 
keep funding every single discipline I 
cannot put athletics on par with fencing 
The ban on cricket players has raised a 
fundamental question on the authority of the 
Board, or a sports association, over the players 
Does such an action curb a fundamental right of 
freedom? 




•y have 
disbanded the 
relay team which 
was formed by the 
‘Golden Girts’... 
Even this was the 
national taam like 
the cricket team. 
You are talking 
about cricket, 
here our best girls 


Mrs Alva with Priya Ranjan Das Munshi, 
another minister who holds the post of 
president of the All India Football 
Federation Are 

politician-administrators good for 
Indian sport? 

The cricketers after they were banned were 
reportedly wielding a threat of forming a union of 
openly defying the board and could later even 
threaten to go and play in South Africa What will 
be the reaction of the government then? 

There we arc very ' Icar If they go, 
then the government will b.ive to take 
action against them The govei nrncut 
has the right.s iiu 1 udi ng t h« 
impounding of passpoi t,s The question 
18 can a memliei of a national te,im go 
against the p<)licy ol its govut nini'rit I 
am won led alxiut lhe.se kind of 
developments bei aiise 1 am h Ihug you 


Zt 








WHAT MR. SAMABANCH TOLD MBS AUA 



' SPni) A few weeki ago you had met the IOC 
President, Mr Samaranth to dKCush with him the 
problems sou are facing with the lOA and the other 
federations in India Old this not give the 
impri ssion that India cannot sort out her sporting 
problems internally* 

I wa!it to sot the record straiffht on this I 
[ hiid repeated requests from Mr Samaranch 
that tie wanted to meet me I did not seek an 
appointment Our member m the ICX’, Ashwini Kumar 
oouv( ved these messages and 1 have the messages with me 
I’r olwblv some complaints about me must have gone to 
him 1 d( >ii’t know But when the IOC president wants to 
meet the M inistei of Sports, I could not say no to him It 
woulfl have bi'en misunderstood that x did not want to meet 
him 

1 WHS fi oing to Kui ope on an official visit and so I took 
1 leal am e to meet him since he wanted to meet me I had a 
long meeting with him and I plac ed all the facts bi^Iore him 1 
fKiinted out the lour areas where th(*re have been diffoienoes 
.111(1 he said, ‘Mi s Alva please see if they can be 


!i< (ommodaled 

When it i-ame to guidelines he said vei-y c leai ly that no one 
(Mil object to a government setting its own norms Kveiy 
ecnniUv does it he said and showed me ac opy of the sports 
legislation ol lusown country, Spain On the subject of thcie 
Ix'ing only two c orisecntive tei ms ten any president oi 
gi'iier.il set i utaiy ol .i federation, he s.uct m my own country 
we have sue h a Inn.. In the USA you cannot stand for a 
sec ond term In fact, in Spain there aie even qualifications 
laid dt )wn ft ir petiple to st and loi t he president of a 
fedt'rat»n So he said ‘how can I object to what ,vou ai e doing 
in India 

i/ter voul meeting, a delegation from the lO 1 met him with further 
I ompiiiints 

lie has wi itten to me attei that He h.is s.ai(l that autonomy 
must be lespeeietl and I have said that I agree In fact, he had 
.isk(>il me two t hiiiga does the lOA eltx.t its own office 
tKMiois ’ I said we neither nominate iioi supeicedc 
of Ik e-beareisof any fedeiation Secondty he wanted to 
kiiov who sent Ihetc'.imsfoT international events I told him 
w( do That the selection is made jointly and all the athletes 
1 1.1 ve t o go t h 1 ough t he federation 1 le has also told me in his 
lettei 1 h.it if you are funcfing th(*se spoi ts then you havea 
1 'ghi to know wh.*t is being done 


i tier e .uv bound to be moie and more 
8u< fi je oblems coining up and they will 
not tx- si) easy to resolve 
But as \ou know sports is a state 
subieet and the diaft amendment has 
tn-en tii ought in Parliament to bring it 
not on theientr.il but theixmeurrentlist 
soth.it Ihei'oan tie an all India 
legislation It w ill give some soi t of 
genei.il duet tii.n .is tai <is legistiationol 
s{.H)i ts Ixidu's t lien futu tiomng is 
eoiiceint'd so’l .it this relationship is 
woi keii out Thci there will be no 


“Our point is that 
since the 

E ivemment is 
ndino and 
paying for 
•verything, wa 
have to Impose 
some conoitioH 



controversy or no ambiguity 

What, in your opinion is the ideal relationship 
among the government, the associations and the 
players? 

When you say then autonomy has to be 
lespected 1 agree But the question is 
what constitutes autonomy*'’ They (the 
associations) elect then own office 
bearei s, they collect their own money etc 
What we are trying to say is (and this has 
been the demand of the country) that 
when it comes to competitive sports then 
the selection, training, and participation 
must be ac (wording to some norms which 
will not bring disci edit to the country 
This IS all we ai e sa.vnig 

I can tell you what happened with our 
marathon runners m Hong Kong last 
year Thi ee of them had gone without 
our clearani'e One of them was placed 
112 out of 120OI something The other 
two dropped out of the race This is 
happening all the time under the Indian 
flag If you goundei your federation flag 
and say I am lepiesenting so-and-so 
company I have no objections But when 
you are participating under the national 
flag, don’t you think as a nation we have 
a right to say that we want some 
standard to be maintained These are not 
jaunts 
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ON THE CRICKET BAN 


SPORTSWORLD What 
is your opinion on the 
ban? Do you think the \ix 
banned players have a 
case? 

MRS ALVA 
Discipline has always 
been an internal 
matter for every 
federation 
Occasionally they have been coming to 
us I have been getting any number of 
letters from people for the ban on 
cricketers But discipline has always 
been a matter among the federation, 
the coaches and the players I don’t 
have a say in ci ickot, but obviously the 
players have their side of the story I 
can’t say if the contract is one-sided or 
unfair That is now for the court to 
decide I don’t even have a copy of the 
contract 

Do the various sports federations and 
associations enjoy functional autonomy like 
the Cncket Control Board does ” 

They are supposed to be 
autonomous But they come to us for 
such things as foreign exchange 
clearance, foreign office permission 
and others The government has also 
increased its grants for holding 
international competitions witliin the 
country We pay for the entire 
expenditure of the teams for the 
Olympics, the Asian Games and the 
Commonwealth Games Therefore we 
have laid down certain conditions 
which some federations are now 
opposing 

But why does the BCCl enjoy more 
indejiendence* Is it because of the money in 
Cncket^ 

This question also came up bofoi e 
the Supreme Court We wore also 
served a notice We told them that the 
BCCI does not come to us for money, 
or funding, or anything This has 
been questioned by the Supreme Court 
in Its order They have almost said 
that it would be wrong for the 
government to have no say. when it is 
releasing foreign exchange and 
giving other kind of support The final 
order of the court is yet to come so I 
don’t want to say anymore 

Are you happy with the functioning of the 
Board’ 

We are not funding the board They 
come to us when they want clearances, 
otherwise we are not involved in their 
camps, training or anything We ha vo 
had no problems with them 








On whether politicians are ruining Indian sport 


‘‘There is total xnismanasement on the port the federations, hut it is 
only the government which is blamed for poor results” 


SPWD Would you agree that the growing poUtteicmon of 
India's sports federations and associattons is haring a 
fallout on performances^ 

MRS AI.VA The Olympic charter itself states 
that thi’re should be no pohtical or commercial 
iritHt Icifiioe in the functionmg But all the spon¬ 
sorships in many of these countries is commer¬ 
cial In Japan, most sport is sponsored by private 
companies In some countries (I don’t want to 
name them) the President of the Corporation is 
also President of the Federation which they 
sponsor Every country has its own system 

But in some of our federations, members of the 
Congressd) have begun to fight each other. Many of the 
Presidents are Cabinet Ministers and have no time for the 
sport Are you in Javour of all this? 

Please don’t misunderstand me but m some 
countiies, the mimsterfor sports is ex-officio 
minister of the National Olympic Committee 
(.NOC) And why talk only of ministers There are 
bureaucrats in India today who are doing full 
time jobs in these associations Do they have the 
time‘s Can they leave their administrative jobs 
and be running for meeting’^ 

What do you feel"* 

This 18 why I am saying we need some norms 1 
also feel sportsmen themselves should have a 
much larger say m these matters How many 
s|xirtamen, Arjuna awardees and internationals 
are involvod*? That is why we have put an 
ex-international on the selection committee and 
we still have two objections from two federations 
1 am not saying I will like to see the politicians go 
out bul I would certainly like to see more and 
nioio sportsmen come m 

I here are rumours that the ministry is facing problems 
with the athletus Jederation because of the personality 
clash between Mr Suresh halmadi and yourselp 

Why should there be a personality clash‘d 
Noi mall,\ you people say there is a clash between 


two women Both of us come from different 
states 

Maybe because both of you belonged to the Congress 
(S)? 

There is nothmg of that sort You can ask him 
At least 1 don’t have a personality clash with him 

Do you think pobticums are being attracted towards 
sports because of the publicity it brings them'^ 

One of them said recently that I might speak in 
any number of meetings togeta line in the papers, 
but if I speak two words from a sport's platform I 
get headlmes Particularly on the eve of elections 
that IS much more exciting But all this is 
something 1 am not happy about It will increase 
as Bejmg (the Asian Games) draw nearer If the 
SAI does everything people will not be happy If 
today there are clshes and the federations say we 
wall tram the athletes ourselves, without the SAI 
and some*^hing goes wrung, it will still be said 
that the SAI messed it up Today the idea is to 
create a crisis so that the fedeiations can take 
over the final phase (of training) 

Don’t you think some politicians, who are in the 
opposition now like V C Shukla and V h Malhotra have 
made a significant contribution towards sports udministra- 
tton But the government refuses to acknowledge iheir 
work Why^ 

I agree But you ask them what happened 
between each one of them The very people who 
engineered to throw V C Shukla out of the lOA 
are together agam There are more personality 
clashes within the lOA than outside You talk to 
some of the federations Sometimes the players 
come for their clearances a few days before 
departure The other day five came without 
passports at the last minute Now passports and 
visas at least is th^ responsibility of the federa¬ 
tion So many times we have given players, 
officials (white coloured) passports because of 
this There IS total mismanagement on part of the 
federations, but it is only the government which 
IS blamed for poor results 


Talking lUmt .ithlctics they have 
disbanded • he i ela v ti*.un which was 
‘ formtd b> the golden girls’ Even this 
was the iidiMiiai ttMtn like the cricket 
team The gu K (V .i ndana Shanbagh and 
Vandaiid R<u) < aim >vf*cping to me Vou 
are talking .ilxiiit ci loket here our best 
girls have betni t hi < )v^ n f lut thanks to 
, jxilitu’s It IS their (the 
, Assix’i ilions Ft\.lei atums) discipline and 
flieii d sciplinaiyaftion Yousceifl 

->0 



mterfere then the autonomy of the 
federation is at stake If I don’t then the 
public and the sportspei sons say you are 
minister and yon don’t defend our rights 
The couit says the government is giving 
money, why don’t you act What do IDO"^ 
If I keep quiet 1 am in trouble If I 
interfere I am in trouble—either way the 
press IS against me They blame me for 
everything 

IntorviMve^ by RITU SARIN. New Delhi 



THE A-Z OF TENNIS 


CRAZY 

TENNIS 

DICTIONARY 


Advantage 

What members of the royal family have in 
getting tickets to Wimbledon 

Alley 

(USA) area of Court bounded by single 
sideline and double sideline UafKi in 
doubles, also for qualifiers without hotel 
accommod ation Tram line*? (A u st )-more 
hazardous for sleepi ng in 
Ball 

Held the night of the Wimbledon singles 
final 

Borg 

Grob spelled backwards Generally 
accepted as Scandinavian or igin Pt txif that 
tennis players are Bjorn not made 

Ballboys 

Group of small children paid by plavers to 
distract opponents 

Beer 

Basis of the Australian lunior training 
programme 

Choke 

Colloqmal (slang) term for state of 
extreme nervousness To tighten up in the 
game, to lose rhythm Can lead to the player 
losing his advantage and usually the match 
This phenomenon has been known to affect 
hnesmen who make adverse calls, and 
umpires who confirm them 
Court 

Famous Australian female player Became 
so famous that the playing area was named 
after her 

Crowd 

Thousands of ordinary people paying 
dearly to sit close together and move their 
heads from side to side in unison during a 
tennis match 

Davis Cup 

Donated by Dwight W Davis to Australia 
who returned it when it was found to be 
empty 



So as soon as we've conquered the channel 
ports we’ll push three panzer divisions from 
where we should reach Wimbledon in time for 
the men’s singles semi final 
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MANY FACES OF A CHAMPION: 

1. .‘that was a yard m’ 

2. ..philosophical 

3 .the |oy of victory 

4 .the agony of defeat 

5 . .confiaent, smiling .a winner 

6 ..concentrate 

7 sharing a joke with the crowd 


Excuses 

Haven’t played for weeks Sore arm 
Hangover Bad light Bad Balls Too hot Too 
cold The best excuses should precede the 
game Any utterance after a loss is 
considered to be an excuse 
Finger 

Found in a group along the ar m 
Sometimes presented to linesmen or 
umpires (see Nastase or McEnroe) 

Flusning Meadow 

Part of La Guardia Airport, New York 
Used once a year for the U S Open 

Grass 

Not liked by Lendl or Agassi, but highly 
favoured by Paul McCai tney and Mick 
dagger 

In 

Judgement passed when a ball is on the 
line 

Just Out 

An opponent’s call meaning just in 

Keel 

Word used by non English speaking 

E layers when extremely angry 

inesman 

A deaf and bhnd person who sits in a chair 
on the court to mark the position of various 
lines 

McMiilian, Frew (South Africa) 

Shares a distinguished Doubles record 
with Bob Hewitt Wore a white peaked cap 
during play to deflect sunhght from 
partner’s head First to hit double handed 
backhand and forehand Was beheved to be 
experimenting with double handed service 
to overcome problems with service toss-up 
Net 

The amount left after a player has paid his 
expenses 

Passing shot 

Nasty comment made as opponents change 
ends 

Piles 

Ivan Lendl is reckoned to have piles, 
according to sources at a Bank m New York 
who have seen his savings deposit book 

Percentage tennis 

Traditionally, the way to win matches 
BBB (Before Bjorn Borg) Following Roscoe 
T a nner’s epic Wimbledon final against the 
Swede in 1979, Tanner was quoted as 
saying, ‘You can’t beat Borg by playing 
percentage tennis ’ Mr Tanner was last 
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reported to be entering a monastery 

Queue 

Line of spectators seeking entry to 
tournament, “Far queue," a term sometimes 
directed at tournament officials who decline 
to reverse bad linecalls 

Rob 

A ball hit high over an opponent’s head by 
a Chinese player 

Slow Clay 

Mohammad Ah, aged 93 

Tank 

Place where officials look for players who 
should have won easily but instead lose 
convincingly Use of this term not approved 
tiyA TP 

Topspin 

Balls rotate forward after being hit 
Frequently occurs in doubles when errant 
server strikes net partner with cannonball 
first serve Medical treatment usually 
required 
Unreturnable 

Single finger gesture made by Nastase to 
the Royal Box at Wimbledon 

Vitas Gerulaitis 

A top U S professional regarded as one of 
the quickest players in the game Played 
best under strobe lighting 
Windsor, Elizabeth Regina 
Housewife, motner and Queen of 
England Gtets free tickets to Wimbledon but 
only attends in Centenary years 
Winner 

A shot which beats an opponent A player 
who hits sufficient winners usually is one 
Consistent winners can be recognised by 
massivi muscular development of the 
forearm hand from habitually collecting 
rize money 
erophite 

Able to endui e a long drought (See under 
Lloyd, J and Connors J) 




One hard-bitten sports writer calied it a 'war of 
attrition ’ Off the court Jimmy Connors and 
John McEnroe have very littie time for each 
other. Many observers of their bitter contest at 
Wimbledon In 1980 rate the match as more 
electric than the dramatic final itself Niceties 
were non exsistent It was war, pure and simple 
This is a copy of the pull out souvenir photo of 
this great match which ended In a victory for 
McEnroe at 6-3,3-6,6-4,6-3 


Yvon Petra 

French player who won Wimbledon in 
1946 Should appear under ‘P‘ Listing but 
editor sort on Y’s 

Zadrobsky, J 

Czechoslovakian Davis Cup playei and 
team-mate of Drobny Like Drobny he 
defected to the West around 1948 Went so 
far West was never heard of again 
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HUIflHS 

HAVE ARRIVED 


The Sports Authority of India’s scheme of unearthing teenagers over six 
feet in height has started. But will this produce our champions of 

tomorrow? 



cc 


T he Height 

Hunt scheme of 
the Sports 
Authority of 
India (SAI) is an 
extraordinary 

and most original talent hunt, 
anywhere m the world," said 
experienced Soviet scientist Dr 
Alexander Krasiltchikov And 
he s not wrong The intentions are 
laudable and ambitious to 
identify tall and strong teenagei s 
and train them to be champion 
sportsmen of the 1990s 
Meticulous anthropological and 
geographical research has 
revealed that the tallest people in 
India hail ft am three districts in 
West Rajasthan, Jaisalraei, 
Jodhpur and Barniei In fact, 
many members of the President’s 
bodyguard over six feet tall, are 
from these regions Acting on this 
information the Special Area 
Games Scheme of the SAI. with 
B V P Rao as Project (Jff icer, 
embarked on a "Height Hunt’ 


scheme in these distiicts 
After preliminary surveys 
ideritifi^ many tall and strong 
teenagers, the modalities of the 
sc heme wei e fixed The boys had 
to be in the age-group of 14-16 
years and at least six feet tall To 
and fro bus or rail fare was paad to 
300 rural youth as they reported 
to Jcxihpuin batches from 
September 6 onwards to be tested 
on the dusty tracks of the Jodhpur 
University Sports grounds 
In charge were' wo Soviet 
scientists on deputation at the 
recently mstituted Centre of 
Excellence at Bangalore, Dr 
Valery Popov and Dr Alexander 
Krasiltchikov Earmarkmg eight 
physical and physiological tests 
and five arthroporaetnc 
measurement guidelmes, the 
dcKtors put each boy through 
these tests over a series of days 
They were also interviewed by 
them about their keenness and 
commitment to a hfe in sport 


Some of the youngsters selected 
under the ‘Height Hunt’ scheme of 
the SAI (facing p&ge) may form 
the nucleus of a successful Indian 
basketball team in years to come 





Oames like volleyball and 
basketball wbloh require height 
should be ttie primary objeotives 
of the six feet-plus boys in the 
*Height Hunt’ s<^me. With 
rigorous and proper training, and 
the oorreot diet, they oan be our 
champions of tomorrow 
The eight tests were 30-metre 
run for speed, 300-metre run for 
speed endurance, 1,500-metre run 
for pure endurance, 10X4 metre 
run (shuttle) for co-ordination, 
vertical jump for explosive power, 
3 kg medicine ball throw 
overhead for power, reaction test 
for reflexes and back lift, test for 
back rausclepower The five 
arthropometric measurements 
taken were height, weight, 
height with hands extended, arm 
length and leg length 
For nearly a week 164 lanky 
teenagers —each with loping 
strides and camel-like gait—were 
carefully scrutinised Assisted by 
{ Dr Karan Singh, 1951 Asiad gold 
' medallist and former athletics 
' coach and director of the 
\ Lakshnubai College of Physical 
j education Gwalior, the Soviet 
j scientists finally whittled it down 
I to 60 boys These boys will now 
I undergo an assessment camp. 

most likely at Mount Abu where 
I they will be mitiated to various 
sports Uke athletics, basketball, 
volleyball, rowing and canoeing 
Only after monitoring their 
natural aptitude for a couple of 
months, will the boys then bi anch 
out to the specific sport for which 
they have shown talent 

T he genesis of this anibitiou.s 
programme took plai e in ally 
three yeai s ago At the 198fj 
Seoul Asiad Mi B V P Rao a 
radical and dynamu' IAS office' 
on deputation to the Special Aiea 
Games pi ojert saw a st range 
sight Narrating the incident Rao 
said I was amaaed at the tall men 
and women in the Chinese 
basketball and volleyball teams 
The average height of the Chinese 
IS less than us yet their volleyball 
and basketball playei s towei ed 
over out s 1 jxindei ed how could 
this be Studying t he Chinese 
sports developine'it piogrammes. 
I found that they had popularised 
these sports amongst tribes or 
peop'e 111 areas who. foi genetic 
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, .isons. were very tall The move 
I id dividends The Chinese wci e 
.irld champions in women s 

■ illeyball, outstanding in men’s 

(illeyball and amongst the best in 
\sid in basketball ” 

Rao found that the Chinese 
\pei iment fitted into the 
, iiameters of the Special Area 
uimes programme set up in 
ins'!—86 The SAG works on four 
'I ireiplos - traditional snoi ts 
Kin to model n sports 
fogiaphic al advantage like high 
■ititudeloi middle and long 
i'st.ince tunnels genet it 

■ Ivantage and tiafhtional maili.il 
'.tsakin to modern spoits The 
leight Hunt is (lait of the genetic 
dvantage sc tu‘rne With soc lal 

(lentists letealing that lepc'ated 
men migration andtioss 
needing has i(“sultecl ni tall 
leople ami'ngst the Bishnoisuf 
-Vest Kajiisthan, IheSAI s 
lilemma was identifvnig I tie tall 
• outh and nnti.itnigthem to 
-ports 

The pertinii tor vcdtoi is Ix'g.ni 
n 1987 In tlie Dns K.ici.ini 
MKiklel sold-ill u\ei Indi.i 
eunageisotei b (<*('1 tall vteie 
iskedto leport loSAl 
tilde istandabh the i espouses 
vei(‘ Inintt'd lo )ust “jO 
qiplic atK'iis all ut hati and most Iv 
5i<ic,tisnig spoitsnieii ( oming in 
I’hen 1111988 theSAlmadea 
iioie pla- ned and Lomei ted 
ilioit I)i Kaian Singh and 
■tiipnidei Hiiigli an .ilhletii s butt 
vith a spoits cleg tee from U K , 
iiado a pieliminai v sui vey ol the- 
3i&hnois iie.ii Jtxlhpui Going to 
-.uni and Pilwa and sui rounding 
ullages |ust 20 kills lioni 
lodhpui t lu'v held disc ussions 
vitli village headmen and sc liool 
eachers who (c>\calfid that tall 
/outh were available in <hret> 
iistiiets Jodhpur Barmerand 
laisalmei Sc ientific, ic sc'areh 

■ oiroboiated this 

Thus the Height Hunt began in 
lead earnest Assistant Dn ch toi 
jfSAI, Dr SarijaySiiiha with 
3ther officials, seouicd the 
laisalmer countryside lor tall 
eenageis Traversing 
nacxiessible sandy terrain b\ )eep 
;hey reached villages which had 
30 approach roads Watei was 
scarce, dust and ha/.uids 


abundant But an even more 
daunting task awaited them 
cKjaxing and cajoling sons ol poor 
cultivatoi s fium unheaid of 
villages Pithla, Sipla, Khun 
Bei i,sala and Measalai S^ing.n h 
and Handa neai the Pakistan 
bordei to come to Jodhpur 
A physical training teacher ni 
Jais^mei Dhokal Singh Bhatti 
insistcid that villages Bhuniya and 
Satta 30 kms 1 r om the Pak 
Ixiidc'r and a smugglers’ h.ivc'ii, be* 
visited The visit was fi mtfill The 
maxnniunboys eight, weie 
chosen f i om Bhuniya village 
while .some were also chosen 1 1 om 
Satta known in Itx’dI parlance as 
I the Indian Kuw ul ’ .ts most ol the 
nihabitantsaieiu li thiough 
simigglnig 'rtiese unknown 
I vill.iges rn.iy wc'll txx -niie 
I house-hold ii.inies il any of the 
chosen Ha)put youth eventually 
I beeomec h.inipions asHao.nid 
. the SAl hope* they will 
I 

HAT m.ikes this si heme 

Oligin.il .ind exti.wirdniaiy'^ 

Dist nig lushed Soviet spoits 

, sc-ientisl Dr Valeiy Popov Head 

of Applied ,Sc lences.it theCentie 

of Kxieilencc-in B.nig.iloie 

i laiified with.in . nalogv liomthe 

I llSSlt Iles.iKl lielweeii 

1976 1980 nitlii USSR we 

selei led horn the Navv ibout 
1 ' 

i 1 OOO tjoys about two met I es tall 
and ni theage giouj) 18 20yeais 
for wafer spoi Is 'riii-yweie 
I tr.lined intensively loi lownig 
' c.iiKx-nig and k.iy.ikuig The 
II suits weie stai thug In the 
I 1980s riiativ of t hese‘xivs lx*f anie 
' n.itiori.il Einoix .111 ot Woi Id 
c h.imjiioiis The sainei .in he doee 
m Iiidi.t 'I'hc mater i.d seleeted IS 
exc c Merit II fliev .ire givc-ti 
iigorousand proper ti.uiiing and 
with the diet w-e h.ive suggf sled 
thf'sehoyslioni West R.ij.isfh.ni 
have t he physic .d potential to 
excc-l in th'-n chosi e -.ports 
His coMeaguc Dr Alexaiidei 
Kidbiltc hikov. Assistant 
picifc-ssot of Kiev Institute of 
; Physical training d.id depulv 
c hicf of general theor v and 
1 mc'thodsof tiannng wasecpiallv 
I optimistic about ttic sc heme A 
I foi moi mc'rntxT ol the USSR 
kayaking team Di Kiasillchikov 
I said ‘the Hi-tght Hinii scheme IS 



extiaoidinaiy as them ic-nfation 
has ni*vei hc*i*ri clone bc-foie 
aiivwhei e in the* w'oi Id The tc-sts 
weccmiluc ted weie flu* same as in 
USSR So the iiiatei i.U si*lc*c-ted is 
on a scientilic Iwsus 

Both Sovii*t sports sc-ientists 
c'lnphdsised that tears of Ihelmys 
h»*ing late slat tei s at spoi t was not 
a dis-incc*iitivo Ui Popov said. 



“VladriiM Kills ol U.S.SR who won 
111' '"i OOO and 10 OOO rnc Irc's gcJd 
med.'ls III flu-19611 Melixunne 
(llympK s staifc d tianmig .it the* 
.igcMif ifO years Kvi*n famous 
swimmers Malt Biondi Mark 
Spit/ and Mk h.u-l f Iross stai ted at 
a c omp.natively late.ige The re* is 
no magic in slatting young 
.Sc*lectioii t){ sports talc rit iseilhc-r 
on aspciritaiieousoi scientific 
basis W(' aie glad to have* helped 
Indiadccjinii*a scic ntilk approac h 
in chcxisnig sfxji ts talent 
Novy Kapadu, Jodhpur 


FACING PAGE 


Neil Leiier must be among the 
leading photographers in the 
world today. His book Sports!, 
a celebration of sport as seen 
through the eyes of a camera, 
is a classic. 


Of course, we could have 
written a 2000-word review of 
the book and carried it over 
two pages. But we 
decided to think a bit 
differently. 



Nall Leifei (right) sharing a light with Fidel 
Castro 


NEIL LEIFER became a professional 
photographer while still in his teens. After 
spending two years at Hofstra University, 
Leifer withdrew to concentrate on his 
photographic work and spent twelve years as 
a successful freelance, having his pictures 
published in every major national magazine, 
including Saturday Evening' Post, Look, Life, 
Newsweek, Time and Sports Illustrated. Asa 
staff photographer for Sports Illustrated from 
1972 to 1978 he made more cover 
photographs than any other Time Inc. 
photographer. 

He has travelled all over the world on sports 
assignments and has photographed nearly 
every major kind of competition. In February 
1978 he became a staff photographer for Time 

magazine. 
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hotographs 
of a 
lifetime! 



To shoot Micki King, 
America's best 
women's diving hope 
at the 1972 
Olympics. Leifer 
perched himself on a 
ladder above He 
iooked through the 
v«ewfiri<ler but 
perceived one 
arav^hack-'ho 
couldn't Sell whether 
she was 3, 5 or 

iti n.eir,.t<. stress 
the elfc'oenr «,l depth, 
nt* ftUvo rhn f.Mdi 
bvld*'' .I'thkiOs. 
luouiftt* Ml*; i »dde» 

>e> *Nai*e<3 tor IVncki * 
k«r„- 'inf! h.'» 

(y?!; h (*« f I ri' • f"' * 

h^r forv\ <'■«, 

*'"1 «»* the 

‘ i Jm-r' .I'M** • tc 
-nt*. Ji.> 

;? 5r>'.’- 

■■ s. • • *'' 

t''-\iM,' »i;<' 
i 

v-heu 1 Ht> ■ ♦hv 
pirt.ffesi. i k’K"'. ij hij»3 
tn. nu worth ft 


Mark Spitr, one of 
the best-known 
athletes of our time. 
Leifei felt he just had 
to take a portrait 
different from the 
others. So he asked 
Spitz to lie on his back 
in the poo! with his 
face just below the 
surface tippling the 
water as ktiie as 
possible. 























I w o hofi K <*^'ipw»ir3ted 
Ihxs siK^uence oi 

ti»i?C‘r’’s onJy 
worry was vy^etfier 
he woMid be aMe >«> 
keep ihe second 
name js snarp as -he 
♦?rsi. So when FraviK 
Shoiter ambiot^ iv, 

< ompietm^; tt-e 
marathon <»t Ihw 
Munich CMv^'Wc c 
1972 {edf*! 

*'tead*»'0 and th< kcil 

The IS C'VICJjMlt. 
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This is whiit makes 
tfawaii a surfers' 
paradise. Big surfing 
waves hit the north 
shore about 6 or 7 
times a year and with 
the greatest 
frequency ki 
OecemlM^ or January, 
The bfg-wavc surfers 
don’t waste their time 
on anything tnit the 
best waves- -the 20 
to 25 footers. Sport> 
llluitrateti arranged a 
helicopter forteifer. 
Ho hung over the 
waves and shot tot) 
after roti ot films 
while the surfers 
spent from sunri&t* to 
sunset ridirrg the ing 
waves. 

24 

mm lens, Kodachrome 








ruining the mood of 
the picture. But 
Leifer was iuchy. Aii 
Vnoched Wiiliam*i 
exactly whet e and 
how he wanted. '‘t>ne 
look 3l the pKtsj!<' 

^iid vou w«d "life* thal d 
wor) e io irv s' 





(SAUCtITTA 

SENIOR 

DIVISION 

SOCCER 

LEAGUE 



BAGAN 






OHUN 
HAGAN 
lan-> 

bccm 1(1 
bed 
dlbf>l u- 
iilled lot foi tlie team s 
invincibility took a 
1 uthless drubbing last 
week Not once hut 
twice Coiisecuti\ ely 
Then position slithered 
when they drew four 
matches and now it s 
worse At the moment 
Bagan coach Aiiial Dutta 
has no clue of how to put 
the team back on a 
sound footing And at 
this stage it seems that 
winning the Gioiip A 
league title will be ineie 
wishful thinking foi 
Bagan 

Two successive defeats 
seem unimaginable and 
that too by two railway 
teams First it was Arup 
Sreemam’s heroics that 
gave Bengal-Nagpur 


fiailwav full points Just 
when the nutated fans 
wei e about to leave three 
minutes fiorn full Iniie 
Sieemani deliveied the 
coup de gi ace This was 
Bagan’s fn st defeat this 
season And reigning 
< hampions hast Bengal 
must thank BNIi, foi 
pushing then iivals 
fui ther behind 


Witfi H.igati s ( I eain 
absent (awav loi theSAF 
Games f amp) the junior s 
finallv got a f ham e to 
prfive thenise'vi's but 
didii t do nuK h justice 
Then per foi rna me was 
slialibv as \\.isc*videnl in 
then encouiitei against 
Milan Samitv whic fi 
th“v managed to sciajje 
through 


Midfield action between 
Mohun Bagan and 
Eastern Railway (Inset) 
Amitava Biswas (left) 
and Swapan Sen won the 
match for BRSC 2-1 


The juniois liave bcH'n 
disajuiouilirig Tlieir 
trapping jiassing, ball 
control ami 
iriteK banging wete 
pimtuallv non existmit 
DcsjX'i at ion w.is vvi it 
l<itg(M>n Bag<tn s f.ice 
But i’l.isanta B.nieijee 
saved 1 he (lav with a 
hcadei and that was 
cpiite sill pi ising loi one 
cannot ler all when 
Pias.uit.i s( oi«*d oil .i 
liearier siii' e the 
niiiil'eldei is ratta i 
lethaigK when it f oim*s 
tc) ht acliiig the ball 
Wliv IS Bag.Ill so 
lar kaciaiSK .d th( se 
cia\ s*' Till absence rit 
stai playr is is 
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undl'tsUiidable but 
j fvon so whythojwtchv 
. displity" luU'k of 
I lodde-islnp l.uk('f 
I lulviooaiuionalic sliots 
f K)in oloM' ,110 tlio ni.un 
I oonsti,lints 'I'fiodi'tonoo 
I IS not voi V di iH'ndablo 
j and iSaibal t'li.ittoi is 
I failinginusi't.ibiv In 
I fait th('go.iltliat HNH 
j souiodw.isallduolotho 
I f.iult of Clialioi |(H’ 

, Kahtotn Hdilw.iv s 
I Atnit.ua Hi.swas and 
' Kwiipan Son did 
' thonisolvoh pioud wfion 
I tlioy g.uo fkig.in 
' .inolfioi lug |olt inspito 
I of thoto.'ini bo’iig 
j lo-infotc I'd b,\ Jhantu 
j 1) y and M'tor.in Siibiala 
, Btiattdoh.il Tlio 


Bagaii stop|)oi -bat k was 
p.ii dotud bv tho Indian 
Kix'M,.ill AssiK'i.ition 
govoining body aftoi his 
.ippoal foi 

lotonsidoi.ilionof hib 
susponsion 
Siibiata 

Bhatt.u haiya sploa 
statod that thi' h.in w.is 
nothing loss than capital 
punishment and th.it 
ho h.id boi rowed money 
to pav hib tine Rinoc 
this season was 
Uhdttacharvd s l.ist the 
b<in w.is lifted, 
alongwith those on 
Moh.imniedan 
Sixii ting s k^ai eed and 
Atvangtwlkeepei Nihai 

j IVb 

I The league 


sub-L’ominittec enforced 
the ban and the 
governing body lilted it 
.iftei .18 days why then 
have .ill this taniashd 
eieated'^ Is this not ,iii 
insult totheCdkutta 
Kelet ei's Association 
which h.id boycotti>d the 
league aftei refeioe 
Pradip Nag was beaten 
by the veteian stoppei*^ 
One thing is certain.this 
humiliation will compel 
Nag not to accept c'cntre 
line duty any more at 
least this Calcutta 
season There are 
indications that the 
refei t'es are annoyed 
with the ban being 
lifted 
However 
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A happy lot BNR beat 
Bagan by a Arup 
Sreemam (inset) goal 

Bhattdchai ya’s presence 
didn't help Bagan much 
against Kastein 
Railway his side going 
down 2-1 

S INCE Mohammedan 
Spoiling have 
leahsed that the quest 
foi the title has been lost 
they now have nothing 
to lose In loot theieaie 
no longer any pressures 
and this should help 
them to f.ue 
better win m.itc lies 

But Moliaiiimedan SC 
flatter to deceive 
Against bottom rankeis 
Wan the home side 
notched up then biggest 
win 5-0 Ceitainlya 
w'onderful vk toi y in 
which thice go.ils weie 
netted within the first 
15 minutes 

The defeat was quite a 
blow to Compton Dutta 
as War i coot h Mohd 
Spoi ting co.ic-h Na yeeni 
on the other hand 
enteied the field aimed 
with a court stay oi del 
(IFA had banned him till 
Sept 30) and saw his 
team win convincingly 
Babul Phukan. 

Chibuzoi, Mulshed and 
PiadipTalukdai were 
the scorer s and the fifth 
was a suicidal one The 
last time Talukdai 
scored lor his team was 
in the All lines Gold Cup 

Conceding 86 points is 
no mean matter for one 
of the BigThiee 
Mohammedan SC drew 
their next match against 
Tollygunge Agiagami, 
whose biggest upset this 
season w as a win over 
East Bengal But 
Agragami is not a team 
that can boast of having 
achieved anything else 
They have earned 24 



points from as many 
matches 

Nayeem has finally 
agieed that the team is 
out of the r unning now 
Mohammedan SC will 
have to make amends in 
away tournaments 

C AIdUriAPort 
Trust were a big 
disappointment They 


ttountleied against 
c'hampions East Bengal 

Port has been branded a 
fighting side and for the 
last eight years have 
been keeping to that 
reputation But the 
pel tor mane's on t hat day 
was appalling In then 
til St appearance against 
East Bengal they lost 
4-0. this time a goal less 


Cheema being tackled by 
Port's Shankar Bose 
East Bengal won 3-0 


Madanlal, Hanpt Saha 
and Cheema seoi ed But 
the blame should be 
labelled on Poit keepei 
Partho Chakraboi ty foi 
his lack of for in What 


wrus sui prising is Poi t s 
submission after ttie 
fust goal East Bengal 
sc'em to be 1 1 uising not 
so miu'li due to Ifieir 
own goiKl pl.iy but more 
Ix'causi'of Vlohan 
Bagan s and 
Mtiha rnrnedan 
Spoi ting .s 
UK onsisteiu V ^ 

Subhash Sarcar 
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Tough Talk By 
Old Champions 



HKIR 

ref!{‘x<‘s .iiid 

iiiav ti.ivo 
slowf ci <i bit 
SllK (• tlicit 


I 


I 


I 

I 

I 

] 


I 


jji inu' tinu‘ 
lOoi l^vi'aisafio but 
tiu'ir basflinu baiitct and 
sttatoyic .il pla\ h<ts 
nevei bi'un bt'llui 

Th(‘(li and 
Champioiih a^- tin- 
d5-and-(»voi piotmii is 
failed t .line to fill* 
Sinisbuty (ConutH ticuti 
Inn wbfif ttii’v 
thoion^blv fiilfi taiiK'd 
tans at tin* l,4() iioo 
SNKT Tfiinih ('l.issu in 
Auf>iist 

OH the fDin t they 
J4l.idl> oHfifd 
poiiftiaTiiifi insiglils 
about tfiinih tunniiiK 

IbSUfS <IS tllDSf 
(oiivf I sat Kills w It li 
Aiidifw Riltison Fifiy 
Ml Millan ami Mai k 
kJdinondson ifvi'al 

PATriSON aluii'U'i 
Havib Ouppi'i tiorn 
Hbodfsta (now 
Ximliabwf'i si.uuiiliK 
objfftb to the iinxiiiK ol 
fKlIUllS witti spoits 
w liii’h has 1 (>■ ulti'd in 
obti,ui/,ing South All KM 
lioin intfi natioi'al 
fonij.X'titu)ns bfi ausaol 
itsapaithfid systi'in 

lie ciniti lids that 
South Ati K.i should 
n(‘\t’t have boon bai led 
1 1 oin the t )lvnipu (ranii's 
and Davis ( op and that 
till lntfination.il Tonnib 
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NOTES 

QUOTES & 

ANECDOTES 



Kfdoi .it ion should not 
fxjxd the South African 
'IVniiis Union at its 
.innual mot>tini> in 
Sepioniboi 
Wh\ d(K‘8 I’.ittison 
view these expressions 
of inoi.il outrage as 
illogii at and unjustified 
punishment'’ 

Kvei vone knows that 
South Ati lea now is the 
woi Id s populai 


Should politics be mixed 
with sport? A 
gpin-tottingr linesman on 
duty in Namibia 

whipping boy panah 
You can go to any 
number of countries 
Why pick on South 
Africa‘S That’s what I 
want to know, argues 
Pdttison 

Zimbabwe takes paid 
in eveiy thing in spite of 


the fact that theie are all 
kinds of abuses of rights 
going on thei eat this 
veiy moment But 
because it's black 
against black, that .s OK 
Oi if blacks abuse 
whites that's OK 
‘What IS so bad about 
South A i neat hat 
doesn’t go on m 50 other 
countries Now I’m not a 
political expei t A good 











% ' i ' *' * 


sample is Kampuchea 
• here they murdered 
A o million of their own 
. ople Why should it be 
■ theOlympios*^’ he 
■iideis 

Pattison the tennis 
, II ector at the 
11 ottisdale (Arizona) 

■ < iiicess Resort, believes 
luth Africa has made 


Africa chanpre its race 
policies at the pace 
recommended by other 
specific countries, such 
as the U S . just because 
they happened to have 
made the changes a 
decade or two tefore'^ I 
don’t understand that ” 
says Pattison 
“liacism in the U S is 


asit’sevci been,' he 
chaiges I don t think 
the 1) S can }K)int 
fingers at anyboilv 
Pattison .iLso leseiits 
the United Nations 
blacklisting of foieigii 

Players like Edberg 
should play the doubles 
more often to attract 
spectators 


athletes who h,i\e 
coinpi'ted in South 
Miiea till'niisgmdi'd 
outci V gainst the A'l P 
Toui s saiu tioiung two 
toiiinaineiilstheie in 
l‘)‘>()(th('iie( ision was 
rescinded in SeptemlH'i) 
anrifinallv feitain 
nations that piohibit 
South All leans lioin 



oiiaideiable lacial 
prog rcss I'he black man 
may not have political 
1 le hts but he certainly 
has a higher standard of 
education, health and 
\ elfa r e than any other 
hlack in Air ica And it’s 
me of the few c'ounti les 
there that has a 
I elatively free press ’ he 
says 

Why should South 


to pictv in 
spoitin<^c*v*‘nts 
Of (ouisf th( ,iUili t»‘s 
as indivicinals 'houlM 
not bfc onfmtTi ot 
pcnali/<*fi in .niy w.i\ 
TJkmi polilK al 
convK tioiis basil .il)\ 
sfiouldn 1 tw’ 
aiidrnssfd Kvnn if ttii'v 
wcrn pio apaitfnsd it 
sfiouldn t tx*a fai toi ’ 
insists. Ibittison 

McMillan wjiiiins 

)i>1 blai k Jiaii nnlini'd 
faced and lean tjody 
' seems not to li.ive af>eil 
' fiom Ills 1 IKiOs and ‘70s 
lieydav wlieii f.c won 
' mote doiitiles titlf s (7 t) 

I than .invon(> in t)ii>( ipi n 
eta nicUirlnK.' lolni 
, McKnuK'tf.t) 

Now-17 McMillan 
M*ialls le.iflnin 111 ! 

I (Minpait’n foi nion 
ecpnlatile tian nament 
■ pi i/;i' inonev latios foi 
i doubles 'rhelhoni'littnl 
I Hoiitli Aim an lieliiaed a 
' 50 50 sint>li s donbli s 

bieakdown was ideal 
then lint h" was wii.nip 
toiompiomise loi 

I do 10 rii.it fill mull 

w.is nevei ,idopt(*d even 
I thouph a snivev 
luvealed that 0‘>', of the 
, playeis favouied if 
I The diH'line o| donliles 
w.istonin med it the 
' A'ri’Tcin I’layi IS 
(’oiiiK il meetinpson Jnl\ 
2 \ ^5 I’hel’laMi 

Couni ll I luloi sed a pi l/e 
^ inonev bie.ikflown of 
; 72 5fH-i(ent foi snipli>s 
I an insultinph meapei 
' 2<j 5 })*'ri ent foi doubles 
andonc ^nuient lot 
qualtfvim> 

The ATI’ t .III 1 pet 
()0 to now says 
Ml MiHanwitli lepiet 

‘It stixil.ite The policies 

aie tivj inp lamed 

Oneot the pieatest 
! tiapedies today is that 
puvs likutRit k) Leai h 
and (Jim) I’uph aie the 
I l«-st doubles playei s in 
I thewoild sd”s 
, McMillan who won thiei' 
S2 


I Wimbledon and one U S 
(tp‘n doubles title with 
Bob III Witt “1 don’t 
mean that deiofjatoiily 
But they should tie moie 
testod b\ Casli, Edbeip 
Hei ker MiEnioe and 
I none of them play Those 
I puys have the panic to 
win bip in doubles " 

I Ml Millaii {Kiintsout 
] how iionical 
I disc t niiinat ion apainst 
I donliles has proyed to b(> 
j Who loses I'Ilf'’ he asks 
' ihetoucallv The Ians 
[ 'I’tiesfionsois 
I 'I ell vision And 
I tom nament pioinoteis 
I 'I’he vei y jieojile who 
I opposi it Ian treat merit 
' of donbli‘sotipinall\ did 
I not under stand the 
I issni s liei aiise it would 
ai tually enharii e ttie 
I ovi tall p.nni 

j Wliv ' 'rile mote the 
I n.nne pl.ivers perdor rn 
I thehetlei the 
lonifK'titioii, tlie'I'V 
latnipsshiKit up .isdix*s 
paid ittendaiiie 

I * 

espei lally when stars 
like Ml KiniH'aiiri 
Hei ker take t hot our 1 
.ipain Fans come to 
sessions at the U S 
i ()pen to seea star. yi t ll 
I Ml Ianoeearns SIX times 
I as ima ll money in 
j siiiplesiompaied to 
I iloubli's Itieieislitlleor 
I no nil eiitive to txithei 
I with donliles is[ji*tially 
' al (li.iiul .Slam i vents 
with SI) mut h sinples 
piestipe <it stake 

Had the atiobeim 
ditleient, the top smples 
pla\ e 1 s w ho dominate 
would not havegi ♦ten so 
I u h Ml Millan i eminds 
us The iionv is that by 
pettmp moic sinples 
money taken fiom 
clouhles they pl.iyed less 
.ind less (Gland Pnx) 
sinples touinainents, 
thenmoieibip money) 
eshihitions And that 
trend hint theeuirent 
tom uidledtothe 


players new fATP) 
toui ’ 

Just before hustling 
off to a doubles match 
Ml Millan issued a 
warning This 
dcstiuctive trend, if it 
dfceloiatts, could lead 
toward the total demise 
of doubles on the new 
ATP tom 

KDM(JNl)SON 
candidly admits 
spoi Iswi itei s ai mi’t his 
favourite people He 
detests Mu hael 
Mewsh.iw whom he 
biandi'il aslea^ie, fur 
fuse outII versial 198 I 
pro tennis expose. 

Shott I'limii which 
he chums w as lao.stly 
lies 

While the tiuily 
Austialiancaiilic 
bi usque and testy he 
yvaseapei to an his 
opinions <ind fori efully 
make discs foi them 

But tlist 1 1 hcH'kily 
mciuired W'asit really 
true that he was a 
pa I t-time janitor when 
he sfiix ked 1 h(» tennis 
world by winning tfie 
1976 Austi alian Open at 
age > 

1 woi ked eight days 
temporal ily as .at leaner 
polishing the floors in a 
liospitdl two months 
liefoielhe Ausfialian 
Open iiiiiixted 
Eilinondson ‘I wasn’t 
inde|)endenlly wi althy 
Foi fhii'cyeaisldid 
1 lumei ous odd jobs bat k 
home when f leturned 
fiorn battling on the 
small Cl 1 cults An fare 
alone was expensive, 
$1,000 to ny great 
distances 

While Edmondson 
1 a liked as one of the 
bettei young Aussies of 
the 1970s hisgioup 
w'as far ovei shadowed 
by 1950s and 60s 
legends like Frank 
Sexigman, Ix'W Hoad, 
Keti Rose wall Roy 


PJmerson and Rod Laver 
So even though 
Edmondson had 
captuied lOcaieer 
toui naments he wasn’t 
given much of a chance 
when the Austi alian 
Ojieii 1 oiled ai ound 
1 wasn t sui prised I 
won bec ause at the time 
I d been bt*ating some 
gcxidplayeis he 
let alls ‘I was quietly 
confident, and i ach 
lound I won I glow more 
confident 



“There was no 
pressure on me I had 
nothing to lose 
Everyone expected me to 
lose to Rosewall Tno 
thrill lor me was beating 
Rosewall in the semis 
Ho was a her oof mine 
For me, that was a much 
bigger feat than beating 
(John) Nf wcombe in the 
final ” says Edmondson 
Unfoitunalely “Edo 
never t ame close to 
being The Next Great 
Australian Player 
although he did grab 



iir Australian and one 

• ('nch Open doubles 
owns 

The Australian public 
i ibably assumed I’d be 
other Hoad,” he 
lates “But basically 
.‘le was zero 
isistance fi om 

• istralia There were no 
eiitors to tell me what I 

.'.illy should do, what 
10 circuit IS like, how I 
hould deal with all the 

• tie things, the media, 

) ease the burden of 


ravelling the world for 
I to 12 months at a 
ime ” 

Besides blaming his 
ational association for 
ion-support, 

Idmondson feels fate 
.'as unkind to him “The 
lenalty of my career was 
hat they stopped 
laying on grass, my 
■est surface," he points 
ut "I won SIX 
mi naments on grass 
he US (summer) tour 
sed to be totally on 
. rass —Menon, 


Ixangwood Orange ” 
Edmondson decries 
the death of grass court 
tournaments and the 
paving over ol American 
tennis ’It's a big 
mistake There aie 
many more injuries and 
cement tennis is much 
moi e boring for 
spectators The chance 
of an upset and a 
flucti'atnig match is 
greatei on grass where 
you can change tactics 
moree.t-sily,’ he says 


When Edmondson 
served on the ATP Board 
of Directors, he 
unsuccessfully lobbied 
for a 12-tournament 
rule requiring a 
minimum of four 
tourneys each to be 
played on clay, 
hardcourts and grass 
“It’s truly hard to say 
who IS the best player, 
(Boris) Becker or 
(Michael) Chang, unless 
everyone plays on all 
surfaces, not just his 
favourite one You have 


to bite the bullet 

TlnR(iequiiement) 
would also make evoi y 
match more inteiesting 
to watch maintaiiih 
Edmondson W'lthJay 
Berger on glass and Tim 
Mayotte on clay t lie.v 
have to adjust and 
bt'como moi e voi .s.it ile 
So spectatoi s get to see 
all styles 

I'll give Chang credit 
that he has the guts to 
play Wimbledon But it s 
too late and too idealistic 


to have a minim iini 
sui face requii ment Thf 
new ATP Toui diH'sn’t 
have the guts to do it 
.says the outspoki'ii 
Edmondson 

Teaching Becket^ 
HowTjffUve _ 

IVTNG, 
amobalic 
volhying that 
risks life and 
limb didii t start with 
Boi IS Becker Flying 


Frodi llumbi'i m the 
t95()s and H.il.iel ()suiia 
'lithe l‘H->l)s often went 
an boi ne and 
spwtat'ul.iih kniK'kedoil 
winneis 

But 17 viMt old 
Beckei laptuied the 
sjKiitiiig woi Id s 
imagination when he 
recklessly thiew his 
but 1\ iKidy .11 mind to 
captuie the memot.ihle 
Wimbledon 
champion.ship he 
com eded that his 
d.ingeiousai t was 
designed ehietlv foi sott 
glassidthmigh hi' 

(K e.isioiiallv leaped and 
11 ashed and diew blixitl 
onhaideouits too 

Boi IS Hieskvai who 
loai bed Bet kei toi nine 
ve.ii s <is well is Steffi 
(liaf, taught Bei kei how 
to land Id'^e an .leiobat 
and Hist.tiled gym m.its 
wliK ti .lie now 
(ommonjiku eat tlei man 
indooi tennis (enti I s 
wheie young ho(M'fuls 
emiii.itetlieii national 
h( lo 

Bieskvai eneoiiiiiged 
little Boi is to jump 
fx'iause it (‘xpiessed his 
pel son.ilit V and foi 
sever.ii otliei le.isons 
Fust het.in leach 
moieb.ills Hieskvat 
a? told Bill ry hoige of 
TtieSaii Diego Uiiioii 
‘Moi e impoi taut is the 
psyc hc'logii <il effei t 
When Botis pimps and 
gets the ball the next 
time U'eojjjxineiit 
thinks ‘I must jilay 
exactly on the line He 
ti les to hit intoan .uea 
half as sm.tll and that is 
veiy diftii ult andolten 
he IS hitting out 

The other advaiitagi 
IS till'- jumping IS very 
.itfiaifivefor the 
sput.itois .uidpiettv 
soon ttii y .11 call on 
Boi IS side This IS ,i 
gieatjiius, sajs. 
Bieskvar 

Complied by Paul Fein 
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FOCUS 


E NOI.ANDs 

dc'iiioi alisiiij^ 

O -1 lout .it 
Aiissic hands 
' ha.s^i)t me ttiiiikiiif.'- 

, V»M tfl 

[ tin* nuK h t(ui 1 (‘(l <111(1 
; ti iiinjM'tfd count V 
stiiu line ’ WtiK li it ttic 
Kn{;lish (t ii kcl wi ilt is 

WCIC to lx-tlcllCV(’<l IS 

touted .us tht' most 
lonijM'litivt' iiieltmH }xit 
foi ovei seas i i n kelei s 
but IS ti.ii div sound 

('IlOUJlll to piodiK e 

el('vcn 11 u k<'t(‘i s lioru 
tJie counti \ ilsell Now 
OIK' lieai s I )e\t('i s 

c.diincl lia.s S( )S d , i 
M.idi.us txiin Muslim to 
d(*f(*nd Ui et>n ind 
lount I V in I lie Nelli u 
CVntenai \ ('up next 
niontli' 

Wh.ltexei h.tppt‘ned to 
the tonsil Si h'xil of 
eount\ (I K ket ' 

Wli.iten'i I'.ippiMudIo 
the tlieoi \ t h.it .1 
ei i< keti t w ho siit \ i\i s 
fiv<' months ,n the h.iid 
jji iiid ot pl.i\ uu’ il.i\ in 
<ind d,i\ out in ]Mijv'’l.ind 

comes b.K k .1 Ix'ttei 
Cl K ki’tei ' It it wen ti ue 
would th(' I'.nplish team 
ha\e tx'en swamped in 
almost evei \ ’I’l'si thev 
pl.ned .ind Ix' lalit'lii'd ,is 
till' W’e.ik' st ot th. 

(‘('IltUI S’ ’ 

Not has nip studied 
the i ount\ cm uit in 
FaipJ.ind (losels oset the 
se.iis one has to lels o,i 
an iiKb’fx'tident o(iimon 
in thisi as(' til It ot 
Hai 1 \ () Bi ten Hi w us i 
in Kt't>l.nu'111 1 MSS and i 


Allan Border 
masterminded 
Rnf^land’s defeat The 
question is Are we 
loot'mgr upon an 
Internationa cricket 
recession^ 



I w.iti bed a tew county 
t>allies in pi 0^1 css “1 
know that it isa i ude 
' .iwakenei foi thos«* 
Tc.iK'd on iKioks ol 
(IK ket h'stoiy cxlolhnfr 
I hi' viitucsof county 
ei 11 ket but when 1 
walked in to wall h my 
fust lounty iixtiiiel 
louldn t Ix'lieve what I 
w.is w’.ili tniifr The 
st.ind.iid ot till' 11 ickct 
wa-s sooidinai V that I 
.ilinost (onvinced myself 
fh.it .iftic a h.itd month 
ol ti.iimnp mavlx-evenl 
could h.ivt' w.liked into 
oneol the teams 
It s quite .1 thought 
I hat 17 1 ounties kx ked 
in .itti ition Oi/et .ilmost 
li lit <1 seat m v.ii lous 
touin.imi ntseannot 
pi I xUii c a divent eleven 
insie.id+; iKl.ind whiih 
pi idl’d itsi If tor Its 
lesei ses in i i k keliiip 
stien^^th h.us ti.id to fall 
l).ii k upon iinmipi.ints 
to supplement its 
nie.ipiestoieol pl.iying 
.diililv (Tiaeiii’ Hu k 
wtio IS almost suieto 
pi.IS (oi Bnuland in 
.inothei couple of seats 
us .1 /ainb.il)sscan Allan 
h.unh and Hobin Smith 
mipi.ited fiom South 
Aliii.i (iladsti'ie Siiuill 
Hot.ind Butt liei .ind 
I >esoii M.ik olm aie 
piodiutsol immif>iant 
union 

I’ompaie the t ounts' 
staiidaid ssith that m 
till othei Iouiitiles 
India siiffcio fiojii a 
disp.ii Its in the 
ion eiifiatio'i of 
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cnc-keting talent, while 
states like Tamil Nadu 
Karnataka, Bombay and 
Delhi aie by fai among 
the strongest, the lield is 
littered with sides which 
may even bt coiisideied 
below .iverage (Ti ipuia 
Goa K.ishmii, Kerala et 
al) 

PakistcUi's 01 loket irig 
system has oome in foi 
entioism fi mi its 
current captain Imran 
Khan himself The 
i oiitempt IS easily 
obvious, his designutiun 
notwithstanding, he 
does not pai ticipate in 
the national 
tournaments' Imians 
pi iiicipal i omplaint is 
that wrnle domestic 
competition in all the 
other count! les is based 
on a I egional basis 
'Bombay v IVlhi oi 
South Austialia V 
Queensland), in 
Pakistan it is di awn up 
lietween teams 
repiesenting 
comnieicial houses (PIA 
V Habib Bank) 

In the West Indies the 
li(*ld IS limited br'twcen 
few sides 1 his is also 
the case in Aust i aha In 
Si 1 liU'ika there can 
hardly be much ot a 
choice b«*tw(vn teams 
what with the eftect on 
doniestif tournaments 
by the pi'ovaihng law 
and order situation 
New Zealand tcxj has > 
small population and an 
evensmallei rumliei of 
playing ci icketcrs to 
field a national eleven 

Going by the basis of 
sheer size, India should 
produce the best 
cricketers in the world 
This 18 even more 
possible now, 
considering that the 
youngsters fii-ed by 
India winning the World 
Cup in 1983 should now 

The anti-South Africa 
tour crowd grot their act 
going 


be within the 18-20 zone 
and already on the 
dooi mat to a promising 
rewarding international 
career 

But IS this actually 
happtming'^ I suppose it 
IS, if one takes stray 
examples of Sachin 
Tendulkai and Vinod 
Kambli One would be 
sui prised it Tendulkar 
doesn't make the team to 
Pakistan two months 
from now, irrespective 
of the ban on six Indian 
11 K ketei s being 
leinovcdoi not 

But back to the initial 
discussion If most 
pt*ople would not take 
the f rouble of going over 
to watch Kngland 
playing, how many 
watc liable sides in the 
world lemam*’ Yes. West 
Indies definitely, 
Paki.sta'i bt>cau8e f hei e 
ai e a few frig names in 
then ti’fUn who can still 
fill theshtdiuin, India, to 
a certain extent but not 
if t hr* SIX ( 11 C keleis are 
not reinstated not New 
Zealand, it last winter s 
expc--i lent e was any 
indic ation, delinitely not 
Siil,aiika Austialia 
only as long as the 
public IS still cm louH to 
stH' tor themselves wh.it 
the hell the side th.it lx*at 
Kngland 4 O is all about 

Tint makes it thn>e 
tf*ams out of seven, 
temporarily, .it best 
Two out of .seven 
otherwise 

If this IS what IS 
happcsiiiigto 
intei national c ritket, 
the fundamentals aie 
weak, my friend The 
game may be in for a 
reco.s8ion before we 
know it After all. there 
IS an at ute shortage of 
blue-chip players on the 
circuit 

The tragedy is that the 
tragedy is not England’s 
alone 

Mudar Pathary* 
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with a Cfjrnpli'lely 
dominant run in thi' 
5,000 mcfn-s 
Tlii’t tu'i'isr'c tiocd 
at'ioss ttx' 

Mc'ditftiantMn and may 
havpticeii pickl'd upon 
the North Afru an roast 
H»‘ ih a phi'iitimcrial 
athlete 

As Aouita e<ise(i his 
way round a T.iitan 
tr.u k stained dat k by a 
day’s duwn|>oiii Steve 
Haekley s pi iiniost 
javehn was hui tlin^ 
thiouf>h the soluble 
nif 4 ht.sky His fust and 
Ix'st thiowsank intothe 
socideii till t at K } 75 
meties It w>i.senough to 
win the javehn title but 
he needed to tieat Jan 
Zele/ny s woi 1<1 ri'coid 
of H7 fiB ineties to kmx k 
Aouita of f the top spot 
' It was not to be and 
piobably 1 ij>lill> but ttie 
ao year-old fiom Kent 
I winner of the Woi Id 
I Student tJames title 
I completed a moment! lus 
' week bv fiiiishiiipf third 
■ over all in t he final Mobil 
I standings Ix'hind the 
Moux'tan anci Kogei 
Kingdom of tin United 
States 

. He wa , levi-1 on jviints 
I with Kingdom but the 
lattei s t K) iiieti'es 
' hurdles world iwoid in 
! Zui K'h edged him ahead 
Never t heless B<u kle * 

I who IS now throwing 
1 consistmitlv bi'yond H1 
I metres banki'd Lia 800 
I "I reckrsi I II stick it all 
on the black hejokiHl 
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.Iding atouc-h 
■hcippomtedly that the 
1 > mte Cai lo casino 
•nld not admit 
' IkhIv iindei 
Keiiva&Chailes 
lifiuiyot had put 
\ mita on to a world 
11 'Old pace in the 5,000 
ifli c'S while the javelin 
.inpetition was still 
iitolding butitw.isnot 
■iipnt foi lecord 
■'•aking 

\ouita s pink vest 
aired beneath the 
•odlights with John 
gup I t he Olympic 
I ''dmjiion in Seoul 
iiikingaplcxldei by 
iiinpaiison The crowd 
se to Aouita urging 
'.'in OP bu‘theclfK?k 
'ii( ked inexoiablv on tcxi 
•i.il j'.issed 1 > minutes 
H< liad not nnpioved 
ifion Ills own woi Id 
M'l oifi but it Wfis a 
.'lai \ellous 1 un all the 
• line 

Paula Ivan who 
uliei thus year s“i a 
>• oi Id nxord in the mile 
It the Nice (iiand Pr ix 
iiadc sure of the 
women s ovei all title by 
again winning t he 
'()ui lajiidce 
The Romanian will 
■ii'vei havi the->ilky 
tluid style ot Aouita, but 
hei jxiwci IS immense 
.ind in hei final surge 
she simply demolished 
the opposition Ivan, like 
Aouita also won the 
•jverall title last year 
The long season took 
its toll, the meeting 
occasionally seeming to 
become little moi e than 
a celebration of the 
dollar rather than of 
athletic pi owess 
Brazil’s Robson da Silva 
was beaten by Daniel 
Sangouma of France in 
the 200 metres, his first 
defeat since winning the 
bronze in Seoul, while 
Kingdom was defeated 
in the hurdles sprint as 
Britan s Cohn Jackson 



and 'ronie Campbell of 
the US dead-heated fot 
1 1 rst pl,w e 

Jackson was obviously 
delighted to have bi’aten 
Kingdom butclatteied 
lai too many hiiidles for 
Ins own liking 

So f he wor Id recoi d 
bank in Monte Carlo was 
not bi oken, although 
the weather had Theie 
was t am all morning 
and afterntxm, the first 
for four months, and it 
was not the bc'st of 
evenings 

Sally Gunnell, all in 
silvoi, was among the 
first to test hex self on 
the damp track She 
began strongly m the 
women's 400 metres 
hurdles having finished 
second in her last two 
grand prix rates In the 
back straight she was 
again lying second but 
was event uall.v edged 
mt<j third—good enough 
to earn second place 
overall and the small 









IBaula Ivan will 
■ never have the 
silky fluid style of 
Aouita, but her power 
is immense and in the 
final surge she simply 
demolished the 
opposition. Ivan, like 
Aouita, also won the 
overall title last year 


1 




m.itlci of 1.5 ()()<) foi her 
ti list fund 

'Woniic Mur ray r.m 
lici hi St j ooo met IPS ol 
t be siMsoii beating Klly 
v.wi lliilsf w’ltli a sujierb 
last laji kit k and 
jiurii lung the an with 
delight as .she ( toesed 
the line in O 02 hH 
1 lelt so stioiig and 
lelaxefi I t e( l.im 1 d'd a 
fK'iMirial liest foi ttie last 
200 metres,’ sliesaid 
adding that she liopixl lo 
use the pi ize moriev to 
t.ike h<*i < oai li. Tommy 
Boyle, to the 

Coriimoiiwe.ilth Games 
next yea: 

Chrislie allot hei 
British athlete with 
Auckland on his mind 
fell he wiis ' getting it 
hack aftf i finishing 
SIX ond te Raymond 
Stewait of .'ariiaii a in an 
invit.dion lOi) metres 
Carllx'wis sjxutiiig.i 
false [)igt,111 was a 
distant Ihnd Pigsian't 
fly atirl ni ither' it 
siXMiis ran pigtails 
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Help Your Hips 




N ow ifs time to 
give the hips a 
real haid woik- 
OUt Most of U9 
are so con¬ 
cerned about 
! keeping the paunch 
! under contiol that we 
don’t notice the hips 
doing their gradual 
' spread But they le 
I dontg just that Getting 
extoa'cushioned, losing 
! their shape' and even¬ 
tually filling out so 
' much that they tend to 
8 .ig Don t believe me*^ 

‘ Okay, check it out for 
yoi rself Get yourself a 
full-length mirror, turn 
' around and take a gcxxl, 
longlcxik Like what you 
' si'e'’ It you don’t, keep 
' reading 

' Sit on the flcxir, knees 
bent and feet pi^ed in 
j towards you, soles 
' together Holding onto 
, your ankles to prevent 
them fiom sliding out 
Force your knees down 

M 


toward the floor with 
your elbows and rock 
from side to side This 
will loosen the groin and 
hips, getting thc^ni ready 
for the rigours of the 
workout that were ab¬ 
out to get started on 


Gc't onto your knees 
and palms lold your 
towel and pul it under 
your knc**'8 if they re the 
sensitive type and 
steady yourself with the 
back held parallel to the 
floor Keeping the he.xd 


uf) lift the right knc'e 
out to the side and bring 
it back to the floor » 
Keeping count with ev- 
eiv hit of the knee got 
to eight and go for eight 
more 

Now hold out the 
same leg behind you and 
kirk as high as yoi can 
Aieh the spinal column 
with every kick making 
the body function like a 
DOW the chin reajhing 
for the ceiling with ev- 
eiy upward movement 
of the leg Count on ev- 
eiy lift of the leg, get- 
ting to eight and trying 
for another eight 

How’s the body feeling 
so far'^ Any pain’ If so, 
gcxxl That means you’re 
reaching the right 
spots If nothmg aches 
and pains, you’re not 
pouring on the pressure 
C’mon. let’s not just go 
through the motions for 
the sake of wasting 
time Give it your best ^ 
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ot After all, it’s your 
idy we’re talking 

K'Ut 

I Alt’s carry on with the 
rkout Hold the right 

g out behind you, 
i-^n. in one movement, 

' iiig the right knee into 
■ )ur chest while bend- 
.g the spine to touch 
.>ur chin to your chest 
II) Then, straighten 
it to return to the 

II ting position Count 
11 ever v touch of knee to 
*iebt, getting to eight ' 

iw try for enother | 
• «ht 

‘ 'Vnd we re liiially onto 

* e last exercKse of this 
c tion Was that a sigh 

♦ teller? Yeah it’s a 
High grind But v'orth 
wry drop of sweat you 
-peckle the floor with 
‘lold the 'ight leg out 
'll Hind you bend the 
t not' and try to kick 


voui kiii>(‘s .mil voiii 
Iialnis and i .iti li voiii 
liK'ath loi .1 iiiinuti' !)•> 
tore lejnMting the entile 
louliiw* with the li'ft leg 
Fust lift the kiK'i sidi' 
wavs then ku k high to 
th<' b,iek, th( n hi ing the 
kiui' into till ihest and 
ki( k out .iiui tinallv 
lii'iid the knee ,md kick 
with till' heel 
That's the woikout toi 
this week It isn't riiiieh 
by way ot iitu)il>i'i ot 
exeicises, but eltoit ix 
ti acted fioni you nioie 
than <omjx'iisates Dnie 
you've finis)ii>d with 
both (cet, sit ha< k with 
both feet bent iinilei you 
and run your palms out 
in front of you 'Fhis will 
stretch tlie spine and 
ease the pain away from 
your cU'hing miisc.les 
Stick with us now 
we’re almost .it the i nd 
of this workout now 
Next week well woik 
the buttix.ks and c'oin 
plete the total body 
workout piomiised by 
this aerobic I'Xfiiisc 
programme 


)ui buttc'cks with yuui 
i-t'l It’s not ,18 easy as it 
Hinds but your bi'st 


effoit IS all we Ie asking 
for Count with eveiy 
kick ot the heel getting 


to eight <ind then liying 
for eight more 
Now come bcU'k onto 
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PBABHAT ZARDA PRODUCTS 


STATUTORY WARNING -CHEWING OF T ABACCO IS IN.M IRIOUS TO HEALTH 
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AST week we had 
discussed an ido- 
. kjhon involving 
■ uchi-mawashi- 
i^irj Now. we'ie dealing 
V ith veiy much the 
'cime thing only the 
^ick that we’ll be using 
bere is the shoto- 
in.iwdshi-g'irj or the 
> ocular kuk from out¬ 
ride to inside 

Stand in zen-kutsu- 
<’iichi, hands held up to 
nuard your face Then 
'Ming the back foot up, 
inkle twisted to form a 
knife-edge with the side 
it youi loot Making 
>ure you are perfectly 
balanced on the 
iSrounded foot, lift the 
other leg and circle it in 
*ront ot you from out¬ 
side to make contact 
with your opponent's 
head with the instep On 
completion of the kick. 

Bring the back foot 
forward, ankle 
twisted to form 
knife-edge 




• . -r.’ . ■ .J ~-K f . m 
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Kick In a circular motion, | 
starting from outside and | 
finishing Inside 

bring the leg down in 
front and move into zen- 
kutsu-dachi in piepaia- 
tion for another kick 
While this can be used 
as an offensive move in 
kumite or sparring, it 
can also be used as a 
defensive manouevre 
against a knife attack to 
the upper body 
By ShivajI Ganguly , 
Kyokuatibifcal-kan karate 

PHOIOGHAPHS HAMAN BHAL'A 
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(Top left). Shameuddin (913) on his 
way to the steeplechase gold 

(Top right): A gold (200m) and a 
silver (100m) were Ashwini 
Nachappa's takings from this meet 

(Above left): N Annavi soars to 
gold in the high jump wKh 2.5m 

(Above): Reeth Abraham reiaxes 
between events. She dominated 
the iong Jump and the 100m 
hurdles 

(Left)' Only a desperate lunge 
could separate P.T. Usha and Shiny 
Abraham from the gold In the 
400m. Both equalled the meet 
record of 52.9 seconds 









Travails of a 

SPRINTER 


One man ‘ai‘my’ 

• The hcio of this week s column 
IS Taiek Moussalh the only com- 
f)etitor fium l,eb,inoii who marie it 
to the Woilfl Student Gtimrs at 
Duisbeig West Oeimany Ileie 
jjoes stoi y 

A team of 1(> Intd bren chosen 
and a txiat to take tlu'in as lai as 
("ypius oiHanised C)n dt'paituie 
day the slielliiig was so h«>avy li.at 
only tbiee pi-oplr* all ofln lals 
manap.ed m l atc h it 1 )ui mg a lull 
in the sh( lime oui man Moussalh 
finallv found a taxidiuei who 
w<is willing to take him on the 
lout iioui jouinev to Dani.isius 
Kiom then lie Hew out to Am- 
stei dam 

Moussalh a spiitilii is a stu¬ 
dent at the Amet k ,in llnivei sit\ of 
Hen ut wtmh has tieen < losed 
siiur Man h tim to heav\ shell 
mg '1 he ti.u k on v» Inc h he used to 
tiaiii h,is tieeii shelh>d to bits 
Tiaiiiing am wav is impossible 
iK'cause \ou neve* know when 
you le going to gel iKipped on the 
hean with a shell Khas Bouiios 



one of the Ihir'c* olfu lals said We 
lust want to eomp«‘te It makes no 
dilfeience who is a t’hiistiaii and 
who a Muslim Tlu' fc'.'im is uii 
ited ’ Wise woids this Coming 
fiom an ciflieial of a one rnc mlx'i 
team 


Kicking up a 

RACKET 


• Kight teenageis wene .ititsled 
outside a eemetei, ii’ the Siianish 
citv of San Sr'bastian foi playing 
fcxitball hacking a ball they had 
dug up a skull instead They sine 
knew how to use then ‘lieads 



Sultan of 

SWING 


The ‘Porsche’ PiTnce ' 

* The gicxiviest competitoi at the ^ 
South East Asian Games in Kuala ' 
Lumpui was his Uoyal llighnc'ss 
Punce Sufii Bolkiah of Hiunei. ! 
voungei biothei of tlie Suit,in 
(You know hiiir’ The }x)oi little 
rich m<in) Tlii'pi iin e was eompc't- 
ing in tiap shixiting This dude is 
so ccxil that he did not use the 
team bus fmt a Poise he one of . 
the two eais hi' had biought with 
him 


ied’ up in 

DRAWS 


Level Score' 


I * Now foi the big ciiikc-t news 
This IS fiom the Alex Collev Cup, .i 
y2 ovei evening kiKxkout i om- 
petition foi si'cond XI sidi s at 
Pembiokc'sfiiie Hinton playing 
Lawienny in the semi finals 
c lialked u{i .i total of ‘)7 Iiosing 
then last man with tfie last liatl of 
then innings hawieiiny scram 
bled a single of the' last ball of 
thems to make ‘(7 
Ki'sull Tie 


Hi'plav time- h<iw’ieniiv needed a 
Singh of the l.ist ball to win 
scenes Ix-ing Ic-vel Moigan the 
last l).il‘m,n) lofted tin liall .ind 
j stalled to nin 'I’la fielrid lost 
I sigfif of It in tlie (talk and muffed 
I ttie i ate li 'I’be non-stiikei also 
I lost siglit (if the ball tlnnking it 
I had gone foi a fom he did not 

I lun 

I Ufsult Tic- 






time and once again f.awic-nnv 
well c basing <1 f-ital Nt-»-ding JO 
of tlu last tinea oveis tiny nuin 
age-d 20 A dead fiat singh off ttn- 
hist ball tell llu- li-.niis with an 
astronomic allv impossible tlnirf 
succf'ssiv'e tn The feanis m<-t foi 
the- f'luitb and m a Inghiv one 
side-d anrl anti i lunar tic match 
Bui ton c luised fiome- wnli O wic k 
e-ts intact to me* t ( le ss* lly m the 
final Ciicket I s,iy nnt»j von g«-nl- 
lem*-n is a vc-ry odd gam- What 
say*' 
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TRIVANDRUM 


NaflonalJiiiihH' 
Women’s Hoid(^ 

I T waa a toui iiament blotted by 
umptw'n lost chances and 
workmanship at its worst In the 
! end Bihai emerged champions m 
I the recently txrncluded 25th 
National JuiiKir Women's Hockey 
. Championship lield at 
' Trivandrum 

The fust senu-fiiial saw Bihar 
dethi oiling Pun)ab 3-0 During 
the entile play, Punjab nevei 
looked to be a champion side 
j Then forwar ds failed to peneti ate 
I he Bihar defence Punjab's 
' performance was miserable 
' throughout t he championship 
I Bihar went on to lead in the 54th 
■ minute thiough a penalty stroke 
I In the 60th minute the second 
1 goal was scored and the thn d in 
, the 64th minute In addition to ten 
I penalty corneis, Bihar wasted 
I four golden opportunities to 
, scoiv 

; The second semi-final was a 
battle betwe’en Uttar ’’radesh and 
I Maharashtra Uttar Pradesh waa 
i the surprise entrant into the 
! semi-final They blanked last 
' yeai's semi-finahst Kerala, 2-0, to 
j head then gioup While 
I Maharashtiahad no serious 
i challenges in the league matches 
I At th«« end of the playing time 
and ext i a tune, Uttar Pi adesh and 
■ Mahaiashtia weie locked 1-1 The 
j tie-bieakei was applied and Uttar 
, Pradesh won 3 -2 

' The final, played at the 
' Chandr.iackhaian Naii Stadium 
was Bihai's sixth Fiom the start, 

[ Uttar PCfidcsh who had won the 
championship lor the fu st time in 
lti79 found it hard to come to 
ter ms with the i cUii aff fx’ted 
ground 

Bihai scoied their first goal in 
the 26th minute through a 
penalt y cor ner The goal waa 
scoied by Helen Sov In the 58th 
minute Bihar w.ia awai ded a 
pi'nalty htiokc M Guriamadeno 
' mistake in netting the goal For 
Bihui skipper Sai ika l«ikra, left 
' b.u’k Gui la and inside i ight 
Piishpa Topiio w ei e outstanding 
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The victorious Bihar team 
posing for the camera 

Uttai Pradesh players fumbled 
while trapping and tlicir inability 
to build up a combined attack cost 
t hem the match Even in the dying 
minutes of the game they wasted a 
number of chances to score Bihar 
received Jnanapathy Agarwal 
Trophy from 1 G of Police C 
Subramaniain In the shootout for 
the third place, Mahaiashtra 
shocked l^injab 3-2 after the game 
was extended to extra time 

This championship saw 
Indian Women's hockey at its 
worst Dui ing the semifinals and 
finals, a total of 35 penally 
cornel a were awarded Only three 
of them wei e converted In the 
tie-breakoi dui ing the second 
semi-final between U P and 
Maharashtra seven out of the ten 
penalty atrokes taken were 
muffed 

Midway through the 
tournament there was also a 
controversy that some of the 
player s were overaged In an 
interview to a local daily the 
president of Indian Women’s 
Hockey Federation, Arnavas 
Samania intimated that action 
would be taken against the erring 


teams after tht* tour nament She 
specifically mentioned two 
players from Uttar Pradesh, 
Chitra Chauhan and Bharti 
Sharma in this connection 

Sajeev Kumar T.K. 


PATNA 


state Taekwondo 

T aekwondo, the south 

Korean martial art, has gair ed 
a lot of popularity in Bihar In the 
first week of September, the Bihar 
Taekwondo Association organised 
the fourth Bihar State Taekwondo 
Championship at the Indian 
Medical Association Hall There 
were about 100 entries from 
Patna Muzaffarpur Dhanbad, 
Motihari, Darbhangaand 
Saraastipur 

Host Patna bagged the team title 
with <% haul of nine golds, four 
silvers and three bronzes 
Muzaffarpur finished second with 
three golds five silvers and one 
bronze while Dhanbad finished 
third 

It was the thud time that Patna 
was holding state Championship 
This year, the Championship saw 
some interesting bouts The fly 






weight, bantamweight and welter 
weight pioducod c lost* contests 
The best bout ot the tom nameiit 
waa between Anandi Kumai of 
Patna and Alok Mishi a of 
Muzaffarpur, who cornered the 
limelight in the bantom weight 
category final Anandi defe.it mg 
Alok in a criic lal eiicountei 
Later, Mr Vija^ Slianka 
Mishra, MLC gave dw.iy the 
piizes On this occasion national 
player Satyajit Sanki it of Patna 
was given a spec lal cash pi ize loi 
excellent perform ince m 1988 

Mukesh Kumar Hiaaariya 


GOPALGANJ 


National Sub-Junior 
for Women 

L \ST year's champion Rajasthan 
•etained the Kittu Cup tor the 
second successive year when it 
defeated Bengal by a solitary first 
half goal in the final of the 8th 
National Sub Junior Women’s 
Football Tournament held at the 
Minz Stadium on August 25 
Rajasthan’s dream came true 
when Solanki scored a 
magnificent victory goal in the 


15th minute of the first half Last 
year Rajasthan’s girls demolished 
Jammu and Kashmir and lifted 
the cup foi the first time 

Women’s football is fast gaming 
in popularity This year, the 
tournament attracted 13 teams 
from all over the country Among 
the contenders for the title this 
year were Rajasthan Jammu and 
Kashmii, Manipur Punjab, 
Kerala, Uttai Piadesh 
Tamilnailu Bengal. Haryana, 
Karnataka, Chandigai h 
Mahaiashtia, and host Bihar 

The eleven day competition (15 
to 25 August) wan organised by 
theGopalganj Women’s Football 
Asscx’iation had piovided enough 
excitement to the audience Host 
Bihar s perfoi mances 
disappointed the lioine ci owd 
Bihar lost then all gioup league 
matches 

Kai her in the f iisi senn f inal 
Bengal defeated last yeai s 
lunncr-up J&K bv a solilai v goal 
sc-ored by Tapti Chaki aval ty while 
Rajasthan beat Manipui b 5 via 
tie-bieaker in the second semi 
final 

Later supemitcjident of Police, 
Ml Suiiit Kuirar gave away the 
prizes 

Mukesh Kumar Hissariya 


ASSAM 


Sports Day 

A BHIRUCHI the first sports 
magazine of Assam since its 
inception in 1979 has lx*en trying 
hard to uphold the cause of lex al 
sports and sjioitsmen of Assam 
and has been sponsoring spoils 
day on 3rd Septembei of oveiy 
year This is the biithaay of Shii 
Bhogeswar Barua, the first Aijuri 
awardee of North Fastern India 
for winning gold in the 800 mts 
run in the Asian games ni 196b 
The sports day was held and m 
the morning a Mass Run was led 
by Olympian. Vandana Rao and 
Manohai Aich, Mr Universe, who 
came heie as sjDecial invitc*es 
Mr Prafulla Kumar Mahanta 
Chief Ministei, A^sam flaggexi ofl 
the mass '•un At noon, in the 
District Library Hall, a Sports 
Quiz was held and in the evening 



Olympian Vandana Rao 
addressing the g^B'thering 

sjxii tsriieii of diffeient cfisc'iplines 
of Assam were f«<Iicitatt‘d. which 
Rhri Piafulla Kumai Mahanta, 
Chief Minister, Chandia Andhara, 
Revenue Muustei Vandana Kau, 
Manohar Aich, and Bhogc'swar 
Baiua spoke on the cx'casion Mi 
Andhara dwlarcxi that Bhogeswar 
Harua will be grant<>d two Kathas 
of land in Guwahati for tns re- 
maikable seivice to sports and 
games of Assam 
BenoySen 


SAMASTIPUR 


Ramdas Jaiswal Chess 

A mong toity-two paiticipants 
from diffeient paits of Bihar, 
Mi Prcsjtam Hingh of Jamshed¬ 
pur won the first “Ramdas Jaiswal 
Memorial Chess Chamiiionship," 
which concluded lecently at 
Shahpur Palori .15 kilometres far 
fiorn Samastipur He ‘ccuied 7 
points and won this title 
The tournament was organised 
at Young Stai Club Hall, Shahpur- 
Paton under the auspices of the 
"Young Star-Club" in Samastipur 
di.stricj (Kihar) 

In the eight and final round 
match, Pappu Ramani, an inter¬ 
national player, played with 
Preetam Singh When the result 
was declared after the final round, 
Pieetam Singh secured 7 points 
and came first and Pappu sec-ured 
6 5 jxiints and came sc-cond 
Ex-Vice-Chancellor Mr Sakului 
Rahman gave away ,the prizes 
among the winners 
PankaJ Kumar Varma 
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CALCUTTA 


Narmada Sub-Junior j 

Football 

F tKVrHM-l ii'tln Maul.i)> 

latfh twoiiu msipi'lcnui 
la(kad.i.M(^l Tho tup lint. iiUams 
in tlu't'ah Mtta Fontt all laMKiu 

haiclh maiiai;«‘tnn\t k niin'tlmu 
leswi kiinvin iiv.il'' It was 
annthni blow loi MohuiiHauan 
! whoiitlu'ii )Uiuoi team lost t.. a 

' the Nciimatla sub-pill“» 

football tnui nam.mt at the 1 <o k 

CiicusMaidaiionHeptuiil). i 1- 

'I'cii tlu'us mil son ei Ians 

witnessed a thi 111.im Inml vshub 
maikedtheeiuiol asum sst al 

1 faub-iui lorliiuia.imeiit whu n 
I aiM mte-the best sub lunus 
1 outlilsO. thcst. *• ^^dalsoa 


Mast Minute «f>alb> A K M 

Masdui Hahaman (lim 1>'’'^‘ 
Piatisthan lv.ihaman tbeimot 

whip iM the HatiKladesh imvvaid 

hn. sion.lnliabiillian'solo 
etloit H.'hamanoouldhaveeasih j 
walked ..wav with th. Ma.iotthe . 

Mat.miophV iltlb-i. w.isanv 
ine-lushv >ind< <1 

londiUonsmadedd.Uuuttto. 

end itaininp sixtei but txith 

' ;;..i,nst.up.htab..ttl. ntattntion 
, and that b’ mghtoui lb. 
umnH-titiM IXivoui otthi 

llaunUUshhadth. bi Ueishaie 

uitlu-exih.iuf>osmthelnst .30 

numites The> could have su.ied 
at least twK. hadnottheMohun 

ba'-ancustodian AipanlX'vnot 

l,u.imhtoitabiilh.ints.,veand 
haan.-ttlu wo.kIwoi k intoneimd 

Mohammed Hhaktiai uddiii w he 

1 tithei wise had a good match 


A view of the match between 
Mohun Bagan and Bangladesh 
Krira Siksha Pratishtan. which 
the latter won 

,„.ss.d..niasv<haiueu.th. tiHfl 

minute foi Haiiglad. sh 

Mohun Hagan skev man ban av 

Maihiwas1otaU\nlt(oloui that 

d.i\ Seldom < ould he add sting <> 

lilt Mohun Hagan atta( ks 

Hagan s best c ham eianie mthi 

Igth minute of tin .set oiid halt 

1 Hut luck did not smile on thi m 
1 tJuutamlH'VsUftfooUi niis.sfd 
! th( go.il h\ a whisk* J 
1 Hanglailesh t mdd have scoied 
1 midwav thiough the si't'orid halt 
hut the Mohun Hagan gt^hf stciod 

, hkeawall That Mohun Hagan did 

, not lose the final b\ .i bigger 
1 n ai gin was puieh due to I)«y 
' Bangladesh won thede.ser\ing 
j winners 

1 Soumitra Bose 





MAILBAG 


ATS OKI'' til h\ ik \Af Aud 
Tj pill OKI tiplici Nikhil 

■4 Bh.ittcK h.-!! \.i till till' 

AAUintcistii. ami tout Iumk stni,v 
on U I in ilia I'hntti v uS;x)i Ism or/d 
> -iiil AuKUst land tlu' 
Ku't’M’lu'i'linK In Holnt Hnintdli 
It IS in.illv s.id to h'.Mii that 
ili'spitf MinnuiK .M iiu'ilaKsand 
Ikiiik a .hnnoi National 
('haiiipion thi'tiiHi ininent is 
till iiing •! blind i'\i to siu h a 
' t.ilfiilt il sMiniini’i Why should A'c 
'H'sui/nisi'ti that 1 1idi.i pt'itonus 
so {looi 1 \ in inti'i n.itional 
loinpi'titions ’ 

It also slioMs how t 111 1 upti'd oiii 
(Ountt\ Is It t'li'tt 1 \ was ,1 
dauKhti'i ot an iiif hit ntial pni son 
' lion t think - III wi'ultl Inivt bi-i'ii 
iKUoti it 

Itistniu 1 h.ii S'M and otlii 1 
I Koii'i nini nt litidii st anil totl'f 
I hi'Ipt'l tliislali'iiti ii'.viniunii si< 

I tha'shi'w ill III ihli to sill \ ,\i’,.nd 
' 1)1 nip 1 uiM Is to till I ounti \ 

; kS//( )/^ i\l \f \h \l I 

h.lL\ll Hill 

Heartily Welcomed 

T ill' histoi u VI I ihi t I ' lit i.iti’d t)\ 
till 11 ‘A to s|, ji sa -pi nsi -u 
oi ill I s on t'\o toMiii I national 
iiMi Ill's ii inn l\ ‘\nial Miitt.i anti 
S\t'il Na' < I'liiiiildm .iloiip w it h t 111 

thii'i I hiOottii i.tls lot till 11 

iinohfiiii'iit in fi' 1 lip .1 mail h in 
Ihi' All \n hilt •• I OI ith ill 
toui iiamont sho' 'd ho in ai til\ 
wi'li oinod 

Thi'si-ila\s stiinpi’iit nn isuios 
.u('of absoluti niifssitv )oi tho 
saki’ 111 son 1 I and to savr thi 
Kami' in tho 1 1 Hint i \ 

This suspi nsion w ill wm k as a 
di’ti'i 11'lif so t li.d in t lit U’l' I oai hos 
will not think of fixiiip malchi's 
rA,V^/Oi GIU ).s// 

Cali'utta 

Marvellous 



T HF. IV-papi’ Sti-fliSni'i lal 
(S/)o/f.sHo»/d doth Aup) was 
niai vt'llous Till' btoi v on tlu' 
pohtic.il angle of the ban l)\ Hitu 
Sdi in 'vas also excoll 'ut And I 
found theaitiflebv Maitinaon 



Urmilla Chettry 


I t’hi IS absorbing leading liealij 
it was a stupendous issue and all 
fongiatstotheteani that 
I pi oduees sui h a fine niaga/ine 
j SimUATSAMAL 
' Hiniikoli 

Harsh 


T ill* IK'Cl sdei ision to Han si\ j 
Indian lest pi,nets is ,i i s ' 

h.iish It IS 1 1 III til,it the pi.i\i I s I 

' h.iM bii ii ill d then I onti It t b\ j 

])la\ iiig 111 Ainei i< ,t ,11111 ( in.id i 
Hut the [iiinislinii nt ineti .| out to ' 
them IS dispiojioi Oon.ite tothi 1 

' iiime I 

'1 ill III Mid sill mid h.i\i ; 
imposed hi i\ \ 1 1’I's mste.id of I 
outi ighth b,iiiniiu' till m Ai d it 
1 high fniii lli.il thi I'l i< ki I < 

Ho,iiddiliti sie h nn ni'iieli'S', 
t lauses 111 till 1 opt 1,1 1 
Alii \l 

Kakiiuul.i 


Discrimination 


M l)lllM>MiAMAh\A’[H ] 

singleliandi dh leolndi.it i j 

vii toi \ at till \ aa ( aj iiiDhika , 
Kapil Dev Would li.e pi.o ' a his ' 
hundiedth'I i si if hi h.i I m ' e I 

plav ii.g in fill 1 ’il-i-t.in lies 
Iblip Vengs.ii J>.o s.isM.i ')• st 
b,itsm,in in tin 'voildf .i 'viai 

while H.ivi Sh.isti 1 w isoie • a i 

' C’h.iinpion ot ( l.,,ii'P ais 

And vet dtsph' this illtUisi 
pKi\eishaii bei n , i moved .it tin | 
insl.iiii e of the m t 1 off 11 i.ds w ho 1 
on then own h.iven 1 1 onti .huted I 
even one pi i 11 nt lo India’i 
riiiket 

On the othfi h.uiii 
nil oust i[uen 1 lal pl.tvei s hkt A)a\ 
Shauiia .S.injav M min k.n .md 


t he 1 ) ke have l)f>en left off t he 
lux)k and this is a cleai sign of 
disei nnination I think this is 
giDssly unfan and the Imn should 
Ix’ ies( indt'd 
HAHISH KRISHNA N. 

(f/ia-'nihad 

Stem Action 

A 'I' last the Ht'C'I has taken stern 
.lefmn ag.nnst thei lu keleis 
I'he Indi.ni < r ii keter s have bi'en 
en|c IV mp .1 mei i \ life over the last 
levv \e.iis(foi ex.nnple (Jav,iskai 
i .illing 1 he selei lois a buneh of 
|okei s .mil geltiiigaway ) Hut 
Iievel 111 ! Il ‘,s it has Ixx'll tlX) hdish 
to leh nil them liom playing 
.nivwheif foi Ihew'holf yeai 
Afti I .ill f heie IS ,i piestigjous 
t 111 ki t SI III s.iganisl Pakistan 
pii 11 di d hv the Nehiu Cii}) 

\r\ li.it t III M( '(’I shoulrl have done 
w.is to issiii a sfi let waiiungand 
ih.iigi .1 hugi sum as ,1 fine 

rii \H\l (iUHA 

Cmii .i/iafi 

ColQurfui _ 

Ill U ill .md .Sliould Shahid 
H< t' u n ’ 11 1 u le (Spoi t'iworld, 

. ’.Ill Angiisl I w'dsa vny colourful 
jiieseptation in brief p wasveiy 
s.iil to If .nil lioni the at tide that a 
> leal pli>ei liki Md Shahid was 
i>ed bv the NfitioiidlCoax h, M P 

( I, till sli 

1 tiH kev lovei s aiound the world 
kiio’A V hat a great player Shahid 
Was His.ibsemc in the team has 
lx ell one ()f the nia)ur reavnis for 
I'ldi.t s dismal pei foi nianee in 
mb I n.itional ccjinpetifions 
T'il'ASH KUMAR DAS ' 

Sorn/wt 
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WORLD CUP ATHLETICS 


It’s Been Top Quality 


Action AH The Way 



T was 
raining in 
Baicelona 
The start of 
the 

championshi¬ 
ps was 
delayed 
because King 
Juan Carlos arrived late 
And when he did arrive, 
he bi ought the 
torrential rain along 
with him The spectators 
had to sc-urry lot shelter 
while the athletes 
shivered in the chilling 
breeze that blew acnoss 
the stadium Rut that 
did not faze Dave Patrick 
of America 

Patrick was running 
in his fiT St major 
championships but he 
won easily, in the 4()Otn 
hurdles from lane one in 
a time of 48 74 secs Half 
an hour later, good 
things happened again 
for the Patrick lamily 
His wile, Jariiait an-lxirn 
Sand r a Pa rmer-Patri< -k 
who came to Delhi in 
1987 to take par t in the 
Pie-Olympic challenge 
mwt, won the women’s 
I'ace in 53 84 secs It was 
a World Cup best and 
she IS the only woman to 
have run this fast this 
yeai So the husband 
and wile team had given 
a leaounding start to tlie 
United suites 
But in IhcSOOrn, it 
was the tui n of Britain 
to dwell in the limelight 
The race was led till 
about 300ni fioni the 
end by Kenya a Nixon 
Kijnotit'h Bui there w,is 


1 _. 
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Linford Ctiristie a win 
m the 100m 





TOMMY hINOLEY 





( OLOHSK)Hl 


Britain’s Tom McKean 
lying m wait He had a 
[X)werful surge left and 
t hen, at the right 
moment, he struck He 
whizzed past Kiprotich 
ind sped down the home 
straight to win in 
l 44 95 sec It was a fine 
win although the 
i-onditions were 
.ippalhng When asked 
il he planned to holiday 
m Spain, he replied. 'No 
I m going for some sun ' 

Meanwhile, lanford 
Christie who has had an 
^ indifferent season this 
year because of niggling 
injuries finally came 
gcxid when he won the 
too metres in a tune of 
10 10 

I was paiticulailv 
pleased’ he s<iid thei e’s 
a lot of team spii it out 
there that s what it s all 
•ibout in the Woi Id Cup 
But on the women s 
side, it was as 
predictable as the sun »s 
in the Rahai a desert 
The Kast Ger man 
women’s team made a 
fine start with world 
^ champion Silke Moeller 
winning the lOOm while 
Olympic gold medallist 
and world record holder 
1 n the javelin Petr a 
Felke simply outclassed 
a weak field with a 
throw of 70 32m And 
second plac^ed Asian. Li 
Zhang thtew nine 
metres less Can you 
believe it*^ A world class 
competition and a 
difference of 9 metres 
, Well, such things 
sometimes happen in the 
World Cup 
Then tame the 
showpiece event of t he 
Cup the 1500 metres It 
was expected to be a 
close call what with 
Sebastian Coe and Abdi 
Bile both in the race Bu t 
the race began in 
predictable fashion All 
the runners bunched up 
Y together, nobody was 
^ wilhng 'o take any 


risks, and everyone was 
ke>eping an eye opt*ri tot 
the sudden move by tUiy 
runnel 

Fiiidlly, with about 
300m to go, Sebastian 
Ccxs broke fio(* but h«' 
was hotly chased by 
Abdi Bile As they 
nean*d the final fiend 
Bile movixl to Coe’s 
shoulder and cut 
shaiply across the 
Briton Coe thrust his 
right hand to rc'covei liis 
balance and appeared to 
brush Bile’s shouldei 
But there was no doubt 
tint the Somalian looked 
strong and sped down 
the straight while Coe 
had a resigned ICKik on 
his face Bile crossed the 
finishing line in a time 
of.l 35 56 while Coe 
clocked 3 ’35 79 

Immediately after t he 
race the British team 
lodged a protest saying 
that Bile had pushed Coe 
but the technical 
committee on reviewing 


I 


I 


i 

Tom McKean an 
unexpected win in the 
800m 

the videot.ijx-of the rat c 
over ruled tliM protest It 
Wd.s a fine win for Abdi 
Bile who has <tlso hi en 
suf (ei ing fioiii itijui V 
thioughout the vear 
I^'i haps 'he sui j>i is< 
of the Wot Id f ’up this 
year was 1 he r-iiu i gen< < 
of Cuba on the 
Intel national .ittili tit 
map The most 
nolewoith\ 

fxjtformanf Cl ame (lom 
AnnQuirot .She voni the 
women s 'KKl and H<ii» 
nieties, as wf 11 .is 
aiichoi ing the \n,eii(as 
to V K toi V in the 
4 -■ tOOm If l.iv till'rot 
who had bet n insjiiied 
'jy the jx I foi niaiif t of 
thf legendai y Albf'ito 
Juantf'iena tan the 
thud fastest lace in the 
HOOni 

Othei Cuban winners 
were Roberto Her iiandez 
in the men’s 400ni and 





Silvia('osta in the 
women s high jump 

Mt'anwhile in the 
3(101)111 sti'epliH lidse, 
Julius K.ii uikui w ho 
h.is liad .1 dis.ipjHnnting 
season thus f.ii lin.illv 
lutgtxxi K.iiuikuis 
tiineol H 20 H I was wt'll 

OUtSUlt his JKM SOIl.llllf'St 

hut it wassutlu lent to 
oveif oiiu' .1 sti ong 
(hallengt* lioin Kiitojx>’s 
Alie.saiiilio 
luirnbi usehini on the* 
last laj) 

'I’hi' Keny.in s(>.iM‘d 
tbioiigh th(‘ final w.itt'r 
|umj) and .iltci <i eouj)li‘ 
(it .inxioiis gi.inces 
>H hind him in the 
sti.light I'.ised iij) to 
(Inif h .1 win t li.it was so 
s itislying t h.tt he 
(run jileted one .ind <i hall 
virtorv i.ijis 

On the last d.iy, Rogei 
Kingdom s jx-i foi m.inc'e 
was Die liiglllight of the 
third d.iy lie ran the 
fastest 1 lOin hurdle tact 
I ver 'fills desjntcthe 
hii t that the lar i had to 
lx del.iyed by over two 
houis lx (.niseol rain 
'Phis fii‘S|jitc* f he fa< t 
Ih.il the tiaek w.is 
viddi n 'fills, desjiite Ihi 
I.K t that Colin J.w kson 
'■/.IS I uiining in the saiiu 

i If I 

Kingdom h.wl a 
111 illiaiit start and 
.III gi d powei fully liom 
the outside Line Hi 
krifx kf d the sei ond and 
fifth hai net sand 
seemed to i iin i ight 
through the liii.il flight 
When 1 lilt till' List 
huidli he said 1 lost 
my moment um 
Bi ifain s (’olin J.ii kson 
came sec ond 

'I he othei sjili ridid 
jxrfoimariii f.iniefiom 
Hr it.iin s young St« ve 
Haf kley whfifhnchefl 
Die |avi lin gold with a 
first thro’A of h5 DO 
nil ties Bai kli v isa 
I ising star of Hr itish 
athletif s and is sum 
like Qunot, to go pLices 
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<m the inti'Mi.iliciKil 

St<'tH‘ flltfK iljSfIl'.(‘()l 

I’fiil I,(‘\v)s Larrv 
Mvi K ks won fh(> lon^ 
liini]) 

I lu‘ l.iial 11 ^nit, was 
til It till Kaastook 


tlif iiion s championship 
w hilt' E.ist Ch'imanv 
woiithf' women h 
'?ei tion An J all is {jchxI 
tor intoinational 
athh'tu s 

Tlu' p»>rlorman( cs 


have been impressive, 
t hf> athletes have all Ix'en 
11011^13, Idling to go 
and despite the Ben 
Johnson scandal 
athletics is slowrly 
legdining Its lost lustre 


Larry Myricks. won the 
long jump 


A Correspondent 






Abdi Bile has become 
world champion once 
again in the 1500m, he 
produced a electrifying 
finish to win in 3 35 56 


Roger Kingdom ran an 
incredible 12 87 secs to 
win the 110m hurdles 
And so, along with 
Olympic gold medallist, 
comes the tag of World i 
Champion 



With less than nine months to go for the World 
Cup, Franz ‘Kaiser’Beckenbauer, the West 
German coach, and one of the best players ever, 
is haunted by the fear, that without names like 
Rummenig’g-e, Breigel and Schumacher, he and 
his team may well be watching the World Cup 
soccer finals on television... 
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HILE all scxjcer fans in « 
West Germany are 
cxinfidem about their 
country reaching the 


World Cup ftnals with a 
win at Italy, one man 
wears a very worried 
expression 


Franz ‘Kaiser’ 
Beckenbauer surely 
must be thinking that 
captaiiung a World Cup 
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Win ‘Kaiser’ wateh t 






am and winning the 
oip 18 far easier than 
.•Iplessly sitting on the 
delines and burying 
)ur face in your hands 
hen forwards miss 
‘ters 

Elegfance once 
’ Tsonified 

.•ckenbauer’s game and 
lat IB what he will be 
i iving to inculcate into 
IS own team for the 
eraainder of the 
j lalifying matches 
hrown into a tough 
l^>up alongside 
Holland, Wales and 


I A lot will 
depend on team 
captain and 
i midfield general 
Lothar 

Matthaus who 
I will have to call 
the shots by 
spraying passes 
and egging on 
the team... 


Finland, Beckenbauer’s 
bombers are already a 
point behind group 
leaders Holland 
Another draw or a loss 
might very well see 
Beckenbauer and his 
team watching the 
World Cup finals on TV 

Beckenbauer, right 
from his playing days, is 
known for analysing a 
match and advising the 
team coach 

But here the plans and 
team tactics of 
Beckenbauer have been 
savagely criticised by 
former international 
colleague Paul Breitner. 
while people still caui’t 
forget the humiliation of 



Worm Cup on m 
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Bttck«nbMMr 
brought 
togothoralMin 
dlviclodbyo|Eo 
problems to m« 
1986 World 


Cup where it 
reached the 
finals. It was a 
feat that 
Beckenbauer 
must rate 



Cup win. Even 
critics were 
Impressed 



West (Jermaiiy not 
fretting’ fiaat the semis in 
List yeai s Euiopoiin 
Championship On home 
soil wheie itollHiid won 
the title, Berkenbauer'a 
{K)iicy ot pitting young 
pUyei a has t. ome in foi 
( ntieisni as well 1 

Aftei di awing with j 
Holland twite and Wales 1 
oms' Ill I heir Kurop«‘an j 
Zone group 4 qualify ine. 
matches Beckenlmuei | 
ac'k nowlcKlged t hat t here j 
IS little or no time foi j 
I *x-oust met am llnless 
established players find 
form 4i.nd flair. West 


Germany faces 
disappointment in a 
tournament where it hac 
Imished runners-up in 
the last two editions of 
1982 and 1986 
Beckenbauer 1 is the 
added lesponsibility ot 
keeping Germany’s 
t rack record as brilliant 
aa that in the previous 
WoildCups Since 1966 
the Germans have won 
the Worlrl Cup once, 
bt>en beaten finalists 
thi ice and have once 
taken a third place They 
won the European 
Cnampionships in 1972 


and 1980 and lost the 
1976 final to 
Czechoslovakia in a 
penalty shoot out 

j 

Beckenbauer 43 
Germany’s greatest 
I player with a record 103 
1 international 
' appearances played a 
vital role in that run of 
success up to 1976, 
mostly as captain 

Playmg for Bayern 
Munich, he led them to 
three European 
Championship Cup w'^ns 
and one World Club 


Championehij) befote 
going to New Yoi k to 
play for Cosmos 
F'ollowing Germany’s 
eliimnatioii in the first 

1- ound 111 the Euiojican 
Championships in 
France by Spam and 
Portugal Beckenbauer 
was a popular choice to 
take over as supremo 
after Jupp Dei wall He 
was given the title ol 
Team chief since he did 
not have a national 
coaching c-crtificate 

Beckenbauer brought 
together a team divided 
by ego problems^ to the 
1986 World Cup where i 
reached the finals to be 
beaten by Argentina jus 

2- 3 It was a feat that 
Beckenbauer must rate 
alongside his 1974 
World Cup win For the 
German team then, 
imlike the 1982 team 
was nowhere near the 
second best m the 
tournament Even 
critics were impressed 
But now of the Mexico 
squad Harald 
Schumacher 
Hans-Peter Breigel. 
Karl-Heinz Foerster. 
Eder, JDitmar Jacobs, 
Felix Magath and 
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One man on 
whom 

Beckenbauer 
has pinned his 
hopes is 
Juergen 
Klinsmann (Star 
of the Seoul 
Olympic 
tournament). 
Klinsmann is a 
centre forward 
of the old 
school, attacks 
with pace, 
courage and 
instinct... 


Karl-Hemz 
Rumiaeniffge will no 
longer play 
international matches 
The present German 
line-up 18 new and 
talented but for the 
rigours of a World Cup 
campaign, be it the final 
rounds or qualifiers, 
along with talent its 
more than just the ideal 
Ime-up that counts A 
player-to-player feeling 
IS vital That IS where 
Beckenbauer’s boys 
suffer 



Team cohesion is 
lacking which was there 
in the teams of 1974 and 
1982 The goal lacks the 
confidence and awe 
inspiring figure of 
Harald fehumacher 
Though his successor 
Eike Immel is a wiry and 
capable youngster, he 
doesn’t have the 
flambouyance of 
Schumacher and still 
needs time to gain 
experience in the 
heavyweight division of 
soccer Others like 
Rummemgge, Felix 
Magath and Hans-Peter 
Breigel have left voids 
which are still to be 


filled Of the new lot the 
eye-catchei s are Olaf 
TTion voted last years 
No 1 player in the 
Bundesliga, Jergen 
Kohler and Guido 
Buchawald 
One man on whom 
Beckenbauer has pinned 
hopes of prixiuc»ng 
goals at the right 
moment is Stuttgart’s 
Juergen Klinsmann 
(Star of the Seoul 
Olympic tournament) 
Khnsmann is a 
centre-forward of the old 
schcxil, attacks with 
pace, courage, and 


instinct He shcxits when 
he sees the white goal 
posts Beckenbauei will 
surely be counting or. 
that aspect A lot will 
depend on team f,aptain 
and mid field general 
liothar Matthaus who 
will have to call the 
shots by spraying 
passes and egging on 
the team 

With Beckenbauer’s 
emphasis on young 
talent it could likely 
mean the end of the 
international caiet'^s ol 
Klaus Allofs, Pierre 
Littbarski, Mathias 


Herget and probably 
even leading goal scorer 
Rudi Voeller who has 
lost much of his electric 
pace which had made 
him a tup-class goal 
poachoi 

In a country where not 
reaching the FJiiropean 
Cup semifinals wa.s a 
damning set back 
anything short of 
qualifying for the World 
Cup would bf' a major 
disaster for 
Beckenbauer and his 
team 

MHm Kramw. 
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THE BRAIN BEHIND THE BRAWN 



Sitiuwvi I I Hu 
•iu> uass • t>> ■> • 

tl'd U'« l? i>'K 


..■v W 'll I, .. > 

» s • * 



CAPABLE OF HOLDING 
BRADMAN’S 1948 
AUSTRALIANS? 


Af)~ight. gniuted that 
Hot (icr’.'i Au'^trahu hs 

hiti'i < ndni tfi< itt’ncK 
u'dh an ciiriablf i-(l 
Id aid a(latn‘i^ a 
hntti t,‘n, tannentcd, 
ivcak,'^f)l)h•tess <an\ 
j fonjvt ‘II hiitgland, but 
dai‘)i that <j,iabtu tlirm a 
placeaiiuiidi tin 
all-timegu h.s-’ 

John W(Mill ark 
on iln'^ “The lx ffi r ihi g 
hare IxV'id, the moii 
j confhb nl/g *heg ban 


j boil ted Pdthein 
I nganiatHradnian\ WlfS 
I xidr at The (Pal next 
i ireek, on a pitch an good 
I asfhi onrpn thi Text 
I luxtfni shed and I 
j u'ould back theai on 
I till I) present font) to get 
I a draic-a point 1 inakt 
none bg intg ot a 
roniphineni ” 

Quite a thing )itsf 
nxuahsing Harder 
tcalking out to tons with 
Ihadnian' 



Life must be all 
caviar and 
champagne for the 
tennis big-shots 
Right’ Wrong* 

The latest sob story 
on the circuit is Pam 
Shriver, 27 She made 
a an inglorious exit 
with a 2-6,3-6 loss to 
Ukrainian Larisa 
Savchenko “A 
mid-life crisis is the 
accurate description 
of what I am going 
through,” she said 
immediately after 
‘T’man old 27,” she 
sighed T hurt a lot all 
over Maybe because 
I am big and not that 
well-coordinated and 
matches seem to take 
so much more out of 
me, I think I feel like 
an old pitcher I’m 
past the age ot 
starting and even 
middle relief Now 
I’m just good foi a 
couple or pitches-a 
couple of jolts and a 
couple of jokes ” 
Setbacks come in 
threes After having 
paired Navratilova in 


I a winning 
combination in 74 
tournaments out of 91 
including 20 major 
titles (5 Wimbledons, 

5 US Opens and a 1984 
Grand Slam), Shriver 
finds herself 
‘divorced’ “How did I 
find out’ Somebody 
told me they’d read m 
the paper that 
Martina was playing 
the Open with Hana 
(Mandlikova) We 
were more than 
partners, we were 
friends, and like this 
It ends ” The voice 
trailed off 
Setback three 
After having been 
vice-president of the 
Women’s 

International Tennis 
Association for four 
years, Shriver found 
herself voted out of 
office “A disgrace,” 
said Chris Evert “'The 
girls don’t realise how 
hard Pam works for 
them and the game It 
just shows these 
young kids in tennis 
don’t have a clue ” 
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FIGHTING FOR YOUR 
OPPONENT'S POINT! 
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BANNED FOR UFCf 


hisctplnie OnrHVCI 
outs its itif'Uiphoi'irnl 
ttxit tioHoi inul 1)0ns the 
"''K'ketes torove i/kd' 
Th) IF A t>n(‘S Snhroto 
Uhatiachanht Rs 
'jtKlKfO 

Read what the 
hos'eball (Oftinnssioa 
did to all time great 
Pete Rose, ytow 
manager of Cmcirinati 
ReiUs in the States 
recent I If The man ichn 
set records of flu most 
hits(Jf.irt6i, mostanmts 
(106^), most bats' 

< U 05 ii) atid most 
singles (dJl jj was 
iianned for life from 



DID YOU SAY 
SOMETHING? 


A sharp-of-hearing 
reporer overheard 
the following 
conversation just as 
Chris Evert was to 
step on court for the 
first match of her last 
Grand Slam event, 
Flushing Meadows 
Martina Navratilova 
“Does It feel 
different’" 

Chris Evert (a little 
dense), “What’" 
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baseball for 

gamolimi J'lie 
(omaiissiimer slated 
"One ot ihi •jami s 
tpcatcst olnners has 
engaged in a cariely of 
lilts whi''h hare stanud 
•fa go nil . and he nuist 
now lire with the 

I onsegiience of thosi 
acts ’’ 

,1 dJS-page repor' 
indicted Rose of ha 1 mg 
tn t hearth/ on games in 

II hich the Reds pinged 
The commission put thi 
guantum of his bets in 
the region of $ nVO.tm, 
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AOUITA: LONG 
ON BREATH 


► V's'tOSt 


Arrogani e m spoil 
That cnnd bi Mi Fnroe 
not atfrna'ing a 
post ricforg picss 
I on fell me ()i fan 

• 'hiifipi II u fusing to 

ai h non ledgi tin 1 hi 1 is 
fin Ins I entnrg 

Rnt hare gon hentd of 
Sind \onifa' latesfr 
Xffi I setting ‘he siiond 
fasti'st IdtiOm timing 

• ri I in ] 1 mts h ih si 1 s 
>.l Monte Cm to. tin 
Moral tan 1 ast d f 1 oin 
In.', iisnal I ante) into a 
n alk, with Jtnndo go 
While the rest 0/ the 
field was struggling to 
complete the race, 
Aouita was posing for 
fihotographers hefore 
'>etting off for the 
cnstomarg lap of 
honour Andtiwn 
appearing for a TV 
interview Without 
enmnng short of bnatfi, 
mind giyu 
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W HAT do sports¬ 
men do on the 
eve of a com¬ 
petition? 

Pretend that it’s just 
another day. work in the 
office till 3 20 pm like 
us, drive like Ni^ Man¬ 
sells to the ground, peel 
out of mufti and into 
fatigues, go charging 
ohm first, and shouting 
‘Kreegah Bundolo7 
Different sportsmen, 
different stytos. 

Richard Hadlee, far 
example, comes book 
from a hard day in the 
field, relaxee with his 
colleagues for an hour 
or two. gets away to the 
privacy of his hotel 
room, and spends the 
next few waking hours 
trying to figure out how 
he’s going to get the re¬ 
maining two tsilenders 
out. 

After he has got to the 
ground early the next 
morning, Hadlee will 
probably fish for his ’Bi¬ 
ble’ from the kitbag and 
give it a oonsoioua east- 
west—'TW* is negative. 
Desire is positive. Atti¬ 
tude la a firame mind. 
Visualise what jrou want 
to see happen. It works 
if you beUeve it strongly 
enough. Belief is 
another crucial factor. 
Onoe confidence la 
there, sucoees nearly al¬ 
ways comes. Wanting to 
achieve is the next stage 
in the formula. 'Contrtd* 
refers to the way you 
have to convert all your 
dreaming and visualis¬ 
ing into physical ac¬ 
tion ” 


dancing down to the 
spinners. "I found the 
p^siool J(A> of acdiievlng 
the ohazige fer elmpler 
after that," he says 
Pale’s ritual was more 
or leas on the same lines 
He would lie on the flow 
with hia feet elevated on 
the bench. A folded 
towel tmder his head 
substituting for the pil¬ 
low, another towel 
covering his eyes as he 
dreamt the same dream 
with monotonous repeti¬ 
tion—playing barefoot 
on the Brasilian beaches 
and a mental replay of 
some of the most in¬ 
credible goals he hod 
scored. It is said that on 
the occasion of his first 
big match for Cosmos as 
65,000 turned up to 


watch. P^ znasked hie 
face with a towel for 25 
minutes—then walked 
out and scored three 
goals against the Tampa 
Bay Rowdies. 

Chinaglia, at the other 
ffiod of the room, was the 
reverse He would' 
visualise the worst mo¬ 
ments of his career— 
missing shooting into 
an open goal, hearing 
the crowd’s abuse and 
being held responsible 
for the failure of his 
team. This low* psyched 
him Jzist enough to pre¬ 
vent it from happening 
again. Alter which he 
was roady to walk out 
and put it into effect. 

Night Train Lane, the 
Detroit Lion oonoerback, 
refused to pray. There 


is KSBOB one in the other 
looker room who is 
going to do the aame.*’If 
Ood was at all fair, then 
the prayers would can¬ 
cel each other out. Of 
what use was a neutral 
Ood anyway? 

Some J\ist fell asleep 
before a match. John 
Unitas, American foot¬ 
baller. often took a nap 
before goii^f out. Junmy 
Orr, the Colt wide receiv¬ 
er, would lie on his back 
on the masseur's table, 
put alongunlit cigar in 
his mouth and cover his 
feoe with a towel. Then, 
with the towel resemb¬ 
ling a pyramid or a tent 
he would doze off 

Muhammad All was 
different. Hie liked to be 
told before every fight 
that he was the best, t^t 
he was going to whup 
his opponent. And no 
better stage for that 
than in the presence of a 
crowd. Simple. So he 
would get as many of his 
oonfidwts and entoxir- 
age into the dressing 
room And when it was 
packed, Muhammad Ali 
put on a performance 
His ego appropriately 
massaged, he would 
then stride out to meet 
his challenger. 

Skiers, th^ say, pee a 
lot as they stand at the 
top of the steep descent. 
"Fee and chew ice" is 
what Sugar-Ray Robin¬ 
son would do as he 
waited to be called out 
into the ring. And tennis 
player Charlie Paaarell 
would study a notebook 
where he noted the 


Sunil Oavaskaz^-He prefened to be left alone 
before ait Innings, spending the thns In 
medi t a t l oii j qm how he 

might {day his innings 




Greg Chappell would 
try and find himself a 
secluded comer before 
he went in to bat. He 
would then close his 
eyes, and meditate on 
the way he wanted to bat 
that day. If he wanted to 
improve his footwork, 
he would visualise him¬ 
self using his feet and 


► 


strengths and weaknes¬ 
ses of his opponents. 

The next time you 
draw up a tennis 
match, or even an in¬ 
nings in your Igrlans. 
remember that success 
in sport is largely influ¬ 
enced by what precedes 
it. 
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! UT WILL THE BOARD'S AUTHORITY 
EVER BE THE SAME AGAIN? 
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LET’S GET ON 
WITH THE GAME! 

BUT WILL THE BOARD S AUTHORITY EVER BE THE SAME AGAIN? 


RICKETb 
uncertainties 
enlarered 
themselves off 
the field -for a 
change If 
only the cricket to follow 
in the coming months 
can retain the sense of 
the unexpected 
The biggest 
showdown between the 
Indian cricketers and 
the establishment ended 
in. would you ^heve it, 
comic humour Trust 


the hurra sa/iihs of the 
BCXm to inspire it They 
withdrew the ban on the 
SIX Indian cricketers not 
because of increat,ing 
public support for the 
players, not because the 
observetions of the 
Supreme Court almost 
threatened the very 
existence of the BCCI, 
not because the Board 
was facing opposition 
from within, not because 
the team would have 
been considerably 


weakened by the forced 
exodus, but because 
"there was sincerity in 
the players' appeal” 
Jesus' 

And it took the Board 
three-and-a-half months 
to summon the players 
on two separate 
occasions m two 
different cities, 
mterrogate them for 
hours, almost force 
them to withdraw the 
appeal to the Supreme 
Court—and then 


pronounce the pardon 
on the grounds that the 
players were ‘smeere’ 
ThejailwalJaba have a 
quicker method of 
gettmg to the truth 
They call it the ‘he 
detector’ 

INEVITABLE 

THE lifting of the ban, 
or rather the 
depreciation m the 
autocracy of the Board 
was inevitable 
Let me explain. 




mtemationally, this 
decade haa seen the nse 
of the cult status 
Sportsmen have become 
superstars Resultmgm 
increased match 
attendances and 
television vieweiship 
Which agam have made 
the bottomlmes of the 
respective sportmg 
establishments 
healthier 

India IS possibly an 
exception Thepnvy 
purse of the officials of 
^ most sports associations 
has yet to be abohshed it 
seems, the sportsman is 
the only factor of change 
in an otherwise 
I’onstant, the se lection of 
officials for the Asian 
Games and the Olympics 
18 considered to be of 
equal importance m the 
heirarchy, and we had 
one instance, not too 
long ago, when the 
performer had to sleep 
on the floor while the 
aahib used the bed when 
the two were sharing a 
room during an 
mternational 
competition 

In principle, the BCCl 
IS no different With the 
exception of a few 
highly dynamic 
non-cricketmg officials, 
the organisation’s image 
m the eyes of the people 
has always been that of a 
bungling monohth 
Unimaginative 
Bureaucratic Inflexible 
Authoritarian These 
debits emerged m the 
struggle—^now 
histone—^with the 
players 

A random example 
The Board accused the 
players of having 
violated the contract 
The players apologised 
The Board continued to 
tighten the screw Until 
someone actually took 
the trouble to read the 



contract And 
discovered that. God, the 
wording of the 
agrreement of the clause 
under debate only 
covered countnes which 
practised apartheid 
laws 

Result^ The subject 
was raised m the 
Supreme Court The 
Chief Justice observed 
that the Board’s contract 
with the players was 
hopelessly loaded 
against the players And 
questioned the very 
existence of the 
organisation 

TheBCCr?Itbitits 
tongue, realised that it 
had goofed (what’s 
new^, perceived the 
danger of being 
dissolved (farfetched^) 
and pardoned the 
players overnight For 
‘smoenty’, if you please 
Ha* 

The BCCI paid the 
charge For having 


The biggest 
showdown between 
the Indian cricketers 
and the establishment 
ended in, would you 
believe it, comic 
humour. They (the 
BCCI) withdrew the 
ban not because of 
increasing public 
support for the 
players; not because 
the observations of 
the Supreme Court 
almost threatened the 
very existence of the 
BCCI; not because 
the board was facing 
opposition from 
witnin; not because 
the team would have 
been considerably 
weakened by the 
forced exodus; but 
because “there was 
sincerity in the 
players'appeal”. 


Axim X<al has emsrged 
as the smooth talking, 
no-nonsense young turk 

extended itself m a 
sportmg world fast 
hberahsmg 

BUREAUCRACY 

THERE IS an amusmg 
story of a hbranan 
which perfectly fits m 
with the Board's 
functiomng This 
particular bookkeeper, 
very efficient at his job, 
was entrusted the 
responsibihty of 
brmgmg an important 
bbrary of the city to 
order No problem 
Within months, the 
hbrary was functiomng 
like a dream Gradually, 
readers mcreased 

I Which IS when our 
^ hbranan noticed 
I something upsettmg, a 
I few readers would, after 
they had finished, 
replace the books in the 
wrong sections leading 
to a longer retrieval 
whenreqiured 

Result‘d The hbranan 
passed an order 
Restraining such 
readers from using the 
hbrary In the process 
defeating the very 
purpose for which the 
hbrary was moepted 

FALL OUT 

KAPIL DEV IS the new 
Don Corleone of Indian 
cricket AndArunLal 
has emerged as the 
smooth talkmg, 
no-nonsense yotmg 
turk If a Players’ 
Association is formed m 
the coming months as 
an agreeable players’ 
negotiating house with 
the establishment, Kapil 
is likely to emerge as the 
All-Father With Lai as 
his trusted heutenant 

HHIOBr nmWfjfB 
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BYMAKPATAUDI 


fT^HE Chief Justice 
f has certainly 
Jl. rocked the boat, 
but m his wisdom has 
refused to upset the 
applecart Asa 
neutral umpire this 
action is laudable, for 
It now gives the 
player a genuine 


opportunity to come 
to a satisfactory 
understanding with 
theBCCI 
But Mr 

Venkdtramaiah and 
his colleagues have 


asked a number of 
questions which, if 
hardly original, 
remain intriguing 
and will have to be 
answered some time 
or the other What, 
for instance, does the 
Chief Justice have to 
say about the 
five-year ban on those 
English cricketers 
who have decided to 
play in South Africa^ 
It may be none of his 
business but surely 
the principle IS the 
same, after all, 
GattingandCo have 
done nothing 
contrary to the law of 
the land and yet they 
will be penalised by 
the TCCB which, like 
theBCCI, has given 
‘arbitrary’powers to 
itself 

Similarly, what 
about the many 
Indian sportspersons 
who ha ve attracted 
harsh penalties 
because they have 
broken rules of their 
Federations, but not 
of their country‘s Can 
they seek redress’^ 
And how does a 
Federation maintain 
discipline even 
assuming that future 
contracts will not be 
quite so one-sided‘s 
The whole thing is a 
little mol's 



complicated than is 
perhaps understood 
bythepubhcona 
spirit^ lawyer who 
went in a Public 
Interest litigation 
I also wonder if 
anybody—-and I mean 
anybody—considered 
the fact that whether 
as amateurs the 
Indian cricketers, 
when they represent 
their country, are 
entitled to any money 


at all, apai't from a 
reasonable amount to 
cover incidental 
expenses^I write this 
because I have 
suffered at the hands 
of an overzealous 
Income Tax Officer 
who, not only insisted 
on taxing the Rs 7501 
was getting per Test, 
but also the prize 
money which I once 
happened to wm as 
the Man of the Match 


THE PLA YERS 
THEMSEL VES PR 






award Repeated 
requests to the BCCI 
for a letter certifying 
that I was an amateur 
failed to elicit any 
response, and 
eventually I had no 
choice but tc go into 
appeal I won the case 
but it cost more than 
the prize 

So while moat of us 
are reheved that a 
confrontation has 
been deflected and the 


“knowing" proved 
right, when they said 
that this Board would 
never have the guts to 
ratify the ban. the 
basic problems have 
yet to be resolved 
The cricketers, if 
they want more 
freedom and money, 
must utihse this 
opportumty to put 
their own house in 
order and be prepared 
to accept greater 


r^ponsibih ty if they 
want a voice in the 
affairs of the game 

First, they must 
form an association 
comprising all 
first-class cricketers 
(funding will be easy, 
a small percentage of 
a couple of one-day 
matches per year will 
suffice), elect their 
office-bearers who 
can sit across the 
table with the BCCI 
and arrive at an 
agreement regarding 
tour itineraries, 
playing condi tions, 
wearing logos, 
writing for journals 
and helping the less 
fortunate organise 
benefit matches 

Since the players 
also want a larger 
slice of the financial 
cake (which is what 
this IS all about) they 
must declare 
themselves 
professionals and put 
a price on their 
ability, or in the case 
of national 
tournamen ts demand 
whatever the market 
can give This is just 
in case some 
spoilsport enthusiast, 
like my friend the 
ITO , insists that an 
income from a game 
which goes into six 
figures per year 
cannot bo considered 
incidental Then, and 
only then, will I 


'ST DECLARE 
fESSIONALS! 


accept their demands 
as totally desirable, 
that they have the 
future of the game at 
heart, that they do not 
need public opinion, 
vague threats from 
the Supreme Court, 
and subtle pressure 
from the top to bail 
them out of situations 
imposed by as flaccid 
a body as the BCCI 
So Messrs 


Vengsarkar Kapil 
Hev et al' I suggest 
you get on with it for 
you will not get a 
better chance, and 
here is wishing you 
all the best 


...And make 
the best of 
the present 
opportunity 





THE BAN WAS 








On the tour to North 
America There was 
nothing controversial 
about the matches They 
had asked us to come 
and play these two 
exhibition matches 
Sunil Gavaskar also 
asked us if we were free 
to play So I said yes, it I 
am not playing any 
other matches m India 
Some of us stayed back 
after the West Indies 
Tests Since we have 
played so many matches 
like this in Australia. 
West Indies and 
England I never 
thought there would be 
any problem There was 
no question of feeling 
guilty because I was 
simply playing cricket 
There can be nothing 
right or wrong about 
playing cricket 


On the action of the 
Cricket Control Board: 


I was in Bombay when I 
was told about the 
decision of the 
disciplinary committee 
I was sitting in the Taj 
Hotel when a friend 
telephoned and said I 
had been banned for 
one year I said, 
well OK I was not 
angry, but disappointed 
yes People have been 
talking about our reply 
to the board but I would 
like to ask them what is 
the difference between a 
conditional and an 
unconditional apology'^ 
The Board felt we had 
violated clauses 7 and 8 
of the contract We 
thought we had not 
broken the contact and 
we said this in our letter 
The manager gave a 
different reply because 
the ban did not affect 
him in the same way I 
would not say that we 
were technically on 
strong grounds or 
anything We simply 



didn’t go through my 
fan mail but many of my 
fans said ‘Don’t 
worry—keep working 
hard, the decision will be 
clianged ’ 1 don’t want to 
talk about the reaction 
in the press but if the 
common man feels we 
cricketers are making 
too much money it is 
because of what you all 
are writing It is the 
press which is making 
others think this way 
Otherwise from where 
will the commoners pick 
up such views'^ 


On the political lobbying 
that went on: 


I did speak to a lot 
of people and some of 
them were politicians It 
wasjust one of those 
things when you are 
trying to be strong on 



went to play cricket 
That’s It And the 
contract should be fair 
to both the sides I have 
always thought the 
relationship between the 
Board and the players is 
like one between a father 
and son 1 hope, in 
future things will 
improve 


On support from the 
public and the press: 


Most of my friends and 
family felt the ban was 
unjustified They 
thought it was a very 
sa.d thing to happen 
From my side I will 
naturally think the 
public support was in 
our favour You will 
have to talk to the five 
members of the Board to 
ask them what support 
they were getting I 


Are we doing 
something 
wrong by 
; making money? 
I Vivian 
' Richards earns 
Rs 65,000 per 
Test match. We 
earn only Rs 
7,000 per Test 
match and Rs 
5,000 per 
one>day 
international. 


your side But giving 
my views to some people 
IS not political lobbying 
at all And in any case, 1 
did not meet Madhavrao 
Scindia as some people 
have been writing I did 
tell people that I thought 
the ban was too harsh an 
action for any body and 
it IS very difficult to say 
what 1 would have done 
if the ban was not lifted 
I can only talk about 
myself, but I can say 
that none of the Indian 
players were 
contemplating an action 
like playing for South 
Africa or something like 
that And it is difficult to 
say what would have 
happened if the ban was 
not lifted What I want to 
know 18 that if you call 
me to play a match in 
some part of Delhi 
tomorrow, would you 
call it an official match 
or an unofficial match’’ 


I have always 
thought the 
relationship 
between the 
Board and the 
players is like 
one between a 
father and son. 






If I am invited to play a 
chanty match in 
Fandabad, I don’t liave 
to take anyboily’a 
permission If am not 
playiiif? a Test match or 
a Raiiji Trophy then 1 
am free to do anything 
That IS my arfjrumcnt 
We are not missiiiff 
official cricket to play 
these matches. 


On whether cricket 
player* are having the 
best of two worlds: 


People think the players 
don t pay income tax 
But even 1 pay income 
tax (though I will have 
to ask my accountant 
exactly how much) 
There is. oliimiae a 
percentage ot the tour 
money which is tax liee 
And IS tliciean\thing 
wioiig in making 
nionev''' Aie w > doing 
something w long by 
earning money by 


The Board felt 
we had violated 
clauses 7 and 8 
of the contract. 
We thought we 
had not broken 
the contract 
and we said 
this in our 
letter. The 
manager gave a 
different reply 
because the 
ban did not 
affect him any 
way 


lepiesenl.’ig the 
cc Vivian 

Hi hauls i"i ns Rs 
«>r> (W10 pel Test match 
We cii n only Rs 7,000 
pt‘i Test match and Rs 


5,000 per one-day 
international Is that big 
money*? Earnings 
through advertising is a 
bonus Let’s make all 
sport professional then 
Some retired players (I 
will not name them) 
have been complaining 
about our earnings 
through sponsorships 
and advertising But tell 
me, are they paying 
money to the Board from 
what they are making 
from advertising after 
retirement*? If I have my 
own sports company, 
should that money go to 
the Board*? If cricket has 
become commercial, 
how IS It our fault*? Has 
the Board earned Rs 
three crore from one 
tournament before*? If 
they want let them stop 
this commercialisation 
and let them take off TV 
coverage 

If our earnings are 


improving, I would like 
to see them improving 
more I would like to see 
a cricketer, who has put 
10-15 years in the game, 
spend the rest of his life 
in comfort Not that he 
should struggle He hsis 
gpven the golden period 
of his life to the game 
We have decided not to 
be doctors or engineers 
but cricketers And it is 
only five per cent of the 
players who play for so 
long The rest only play 
for 2-3 years I can cite 
the incident of a wrestler 
who had won gold 
medals but now owns a 
tea stall in Delhi Atone 
time he was the 
superstar of the country 
and now he does not 
have money to get his 
daughter married One 
day w'e are getting name 
and fame for the country 
and everybody wants to 
cheer us up and the 
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second day we can’t offer 
you a cup of t4}a or a 
drink We want to 
improve this standard 


On whether hl« image 
has improved with this 
controversy: 


Somebody 

has to speak up on an 
occasion like this If 
everybody begins to 
speak at the same time 
there is bound to be 
misunderstanding If 
one or two people speak 
it IS much better It is 
not as if only Kapil Dev 
matters You can’t 
forget a player who has 
got 5.000 or 0,000 runs 
The same people have 
done so much for the 
country Should the 
people forget me during 
the period I am not 
getting runs*^ The 
performance ol a player 
should be appreciated as 
long as he 18 hving 


These things should not 
be temporary 
As far as I am 
concerned,I think of 
myself as a simple 
cricketer who just 
wanted to play his 
cr icket But as the time 
changed and cricket’ 
became iximmercial, I 
realised I needed to 
change Ifldidnot. I 
thought I would be the 
loser 

You must change with 
the generation This is 
the third generation of 
cricketers with whom I 
amplaying First it was 
Bedi, Prasanna and 
Chandrashekhar Then 
they left and new 
players came 
Relationships changed 
Similarly I have also 
changed It was right 
for me earlier when I 
used to keep quiet and 
talk little Now 1 feel it is 
also my job to express 


One day we are 
getting name 
and fame for 
the country and 
everybody 
wants to cheer 
us up and the 
second day we 
can’t offer you 
a cup of tea or a 
drink, we want 
to improve this 
standard. 


my feelings We all 
should know our i ights 
and take our own 
decisions 


On the coming cricket 


I.et us hope we 
will do better than what 
we have been doing It is 
dfficult to he on top for a 


longtime Five or seven 
years ago it was 
impossible to t hink oi an 
Indian one day team 
tx'ing ariywliere near the 
top Now at least fVHiple 
are sa.yi ng we are 
capable of winning 
internatifinal 
championships We 
should not think we are 
in a bad pat<‘h I 
remember before the 
World Cup in 1983. we 
were rated as six-to one 
odds Still we won Then 
we won in 1985 in 
Australia All this is a 
great impnivenient in 
Indian cricket sirii e the 
prist ten years I think wo 
weie beaten in the West 
IndiesbfH aiiso they were 
a better team I give 
credit to the Austtriliaiis 
for beatirjglhe Krigiish 
They proved a 
lot of writers wrong ‘^i. 
any team <‘an win the 
Nehru Cup 











"H ’ ^ V: 




. -And h ence the w ithdrawa l 
of the ban. Yet, a number 
"of'unanswer^^uesti^s_^ 

_ba ffle on e as to *_ 

_ _ wh^he^oard did 
___such a complete about_“ 
_ face at the expense of 
its cr edibility Will the^ 
Board conhnue to have 

_ as much control over 

the game as before*^ 


Players Were More Si 




By Supraka&ii Ghethai 


HE first reacUons were 
shock and also sickness 
at the thought of what 
cncket would have to go 
through once more 
Yet when the Board of 
Control for Cncket m 
India decided to punish 
SIX of the country's top 
cncketers for what was 
basically a techmcial 
fault, one was aware 
that it took them 
considerable courage 
and forthnghtness to 
tunve at such a difficult 
decision In a country 
like ours it is not easy to 
bnng to book such 
oelebnties as Kapil Dev, 
Dihp Vengsarkar and 
the gang for the mere 
sm of making an 
unauthorised tour m 
violation of one of the 
clauses of 

their contract But the 


Board contended it was a 
matter of principle and 
drew all round applause 
when they stood their 
ground handing out to 
the errmg players 


"We foraave 
them. They 
madeamistalce, 
They did 
something 
seriously 
wrong, and we 
showed them 
that they could 
not get away 
scot-free. But 
whenttiey 
surrenderM, 
wedecidedto 
showthmn 
.mercy”...Biswa-. 
nattiDutt 


exactly what they 
deserved But surely, 
while doing so, the 
Board should have 
known fully weU. that 
this would be one 
showdown from which 
there could no 
respectable retreat 
Unfortunately as 
things turned out, the 
Board did beat retreat in 
the end, and as 
anticipated not with its 
prestige intact If you 
take a decision on a 
matter of principle, if 
you punish someone for 
you beheve he has done 
something wrong, you 
got to stick to it Else, 
you lose your 
credibihty, your very 
authority And that’s 
exactly what happened 
to the Board of Control 
when they lifted their 










ibmissive Than Before 


—^The BCCI President Biswanath Dutt 


I 


ban on the cricketers for 
reasons that were far 
from convincing There 
was no obscurity about 
the reasons why the 
Board punished the 
players, everyone knew 
the players were in the 
wrong But what made 
the Board lift the same 
ban which they earlier 
described as just and 
deserving, remains 
incomprehensible 

So, obviously, there 
will be two kinds of 
reactions to the Board's 
decision to backtrack 
And possibly, you 
cannot blame anyone for 
that 

The very fact that the 
Board has failed to stick 
to Its decision showed it 
in extremely poor hght, 
and one surely is 
entitled to think that 


they did so under 
pressure pressure 
fhom the awareness that 
there very locus standi 
had been m ipiestion 
On the other nand. 



"This time 
during the last 
working 
committee 
meeting the 
players were 
much more 
submissive than 
ever before. 
This time the 
players were 
much more 
sincere and 
humble in their 
apology”...Bis- 
wanathDutt 


people are also entitled 
to thmk, that after their 
withdrawal the Board 
has simply lost face 
and would simply cease 
to have, for all moral 
and practical purposes 
any real control over the 
game and its players 
So what was the 
truth‘s What was the 
reason—that vital 
factor—that made the 
Board change its mind 
at the expense of its 
credibility and let the 
players get away scot 
free, after all the imtial 
toughness that the 
Board displayed to curb 
‘mdisciplme’ 

When that question 
was asked straight to 
the BCCI President 
Biswanath Dutt, 


expecting a candid, 
honest answer, the 
much respected Board 
chief said, "We forgave 
them They made a 
mistake They did 
something seriously 
wrong, and we showed 
them that they could not 
get away scot-free But 
when they surrendered 
they sincerely 
apologised to us for 
their action, we decided 
to show them mercy " 
That explanation from 
the Board chief, does not 
really hold good In 
their very first hearing 
before the disciplinary 
committee the players 
did apologise To the 
national press Kapil Dev 
had said, "We said sorry 
We said we are sorry lor 
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what we have done. 
Doesn’t sorry mean 
anything Doesn’t sorry 
mean apology.” It is now 
part of history how 
adamantly the Board 
refused to heed the 
apologises, how 
oonildently the Board 
officials talked about 
principle, about ethics, 
disciphne, ignormg the 
' criticism coming flom 
' every quarter 



The Board 
contended it 
was a matter of 

J irincipleand 
row allround 
applause when 
they stood their 
ground handing 
out to the erring 
players what 
they deserved. 
But while doing 
aOf the Board 
should have 
known fully 
well, that this 
would be one 
showdown from 
which there 
could be no 
respectable 
retreat 


condemning their harsh 
action Then, what 
brought about this 
sudden change m the 
Board’s attitude How 
different was the latest 
apologies of the players, 
m tone and words, fipom 
what they had tendered 
earlier’ 

Said Biswanath Dutt 
■This tune during the 
last working committee 
meeting the players 
were much more 
submissive than ever 
before And this is a fact 


This time the players 
were miioh more sincere 
and humble m their 
apology But to one’s 
utter oonfusion, the 
players had gone on 
record the day the ban 
was lifted saying 
the very words th^ had 
used before There was 
neither ane extra word 
of apology, nor a single 
extra appeal for mercy 
Then, why did the Board 


fighting for pnnciple, 
which precisely was the 
reason why, despite 
their immense 
popularity, the players 
had initially attracted 
little public sympathy 
when the Board imposed 
the one year ban. 

The public saw 
natural Justice m the 
Board’s action Before 
leaving the Indian 
shores the cricketers 


If you take a 
decision on a 
matter of 
principle, if you 
punish 
someone if 
you believe he 
has done 
something 
wrong, you got 
to stick to it. 
Else, you lose 
your credibility, 
your very 
authority... 



back down firom its 
earher stand, and lift 
theban^ 

How does it hope to 
retam its authority over 
cricket m future 
There is simply no 
escape from the fact that 
Board’s punishment of 
the players was largely 
seen by the pubhc as a 
tussle of prestige When 
the Board announced its 
decision to ban the 
players it was generally 
believed by the press and 
the public that they were 


had signed a contract, 
however, unjustifiable 
or unfair it might have 
been, which clearly 
barred them from any 
unauthorised tour Yet, 
when the carrot of dollar 
was dangled before 
them, they did not think 
twice 

By any standards, this 
was a clear breach of 
trust by the players for a 
few dollars more If the 
Board had failed to take 
action, its authority 
would certainly have 


proved hollow And now 
that the players have in 
effect gut away 
unscathed, the Board’s 
authority seems even 
hollower The Board has 
badly lost out on what 
was largely seen as an 
offensive against 
mdisciplme 
This naturally will 
lead to speculations 
about the Board’s 
control over the game 
and ltd exponents in 
future The Board does 
not rule by any legal 


mandate, m addition the 
Supreme Ckiurt had 
pointed out certain 
loopholes m its very 
locus standi, and now 
that even morally it has 
suffered such a serious 
setback, one wonders if 
the rise of player power 
would fuller curtail its 
role as the highest 
administrator of the 
game It would not be an 
exaggeration that the 
Boara stands a good 
chance to be brow beaten 
by the triumphant 
players, for the simple 
reason that it could not 
stand by its own 
conviction 
The Board top brass 
would obviouidy refuse 
to accept this sad reality 
Even now the Board 
President maintains 
that "the events that 
occurred regeuxilng the 
ban would leave an 
unforgettable lesson for 
everyone to learn No 
player in the future 
would dare such a thing 
ever again,’’said 
Biswanath Dutt, 
making aclaim quite 
difficult to accept If 
indiscipline was meant 
to be punished, 
indisciplme remains 
unpunished, as things 
stand now Andfarfiom 
teachmg a lesson, this 
has exposed the Board’s 
vulnerabihty, legally as 
well as morally The 
amnesty that the Board 
President claims so 
magnanimously to have 
granted to the emng 
players did not come till 
the Supreme Court 
raised questions that 
cast a shadow on the 
Board’s very legal 
standing and the 
fairness of its infamous 
contract So, it was not 
the players who learnt a 
lesson, theBoard did 
One lesson that 
undermined its very 
authority 
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Mohinder Amarnath 


“The players know what 
is host for the game” 

In a special article for the London based magazine Cricket Life, Mohinder 
Amarnath spoke frankly about the fundamental issues facing Indian cricket. 


The Soartl and selectors 


A LCyr of players have been damaged by the 
vaf^aries of the Board ajid the selectors, but 
have mostly suffered in silence The chairman of our 
selet'tion committee has never played international 
cricket We have another selector who’s played only 
one Test What do they know about the piessures at 
international leveP Ai the top we need people with 
lots of international experience Gavaskar, Pataudi 
Wadekar There are many more members of the 
younget generation who could come m Things 
have changed m the last 20 years, and it’s time those 
who know only what it used to be like 40-50 years 
ago should step aside The players know what is best 
for the game 


iioltiiailsill In Inditn crick 


m 

JM 


T H1<1KE are deep problems in Indian cricket 

Honihav whose players get more opportunities 
than t hos»« It oni Tlelhi and other zones Regionalism 
of this kind shouldn’t be there, because when you 
arc* selecting a team you are selecting a national 
tea m luit a state team It damages the attitude of the 
players Koi example, in domestic cricket the 
player s are very aggressive on the field But when 
thev play foi India they are very mild, they are not the] 
same players Their c».use is different They feel the 
Bombay guys get the best opportunities, and of 
course the reason for this is that most of the 
sc'k'ctoi b live in Bombay These selectors still feel 
that the Bombay ci icketers are better than anybody 
else But I bt^ieve the ci icket is much better m the 
mi th or even m the south 


^‘Plifirs siKNiid run Hit sko^ 


T HK Indian side at the moment is very young 
vei y 1 1 esh They need a very strong leader who 
can really help them out with their will to do well 
Vengsai kai trough iwi t really strong enough to 
deliver the ginxis I think you can try youngsters, 
but vou also mxxl expcnence 
1 We must also do something about the pressures in 
I Indian criekei When you are in the team, you are a 
j big s' u You kiiov that you can pfct a lot of things 
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quite easily because peKiple will go out of their way 
to help you when you’re doing well By contrast, 
when you are out of the team nocody wants to know 
you, and I think that can affect players They play 
forthemselvPb rather than for the team, you will 
find them taking then own time to score r uns When 
the situation demands that they go on the attack 
Cricket is a big thing in India It’s a source of 
entertainment for, say, 700 million people They 
want the best, but they are not twmg given it 


"A lot of players have been 
damaged by the vagaries of the 
Board and the selectors, but have 
mostly suffered in silence. The 
chairman of our selectign 
committee have never played 
international cricket...” 


“Vwigsiilttr: a Yiryuvaak mai 


T hey claimed I wasn t dropped because I didn’t 
play any domestic cricket which was rubbish If 
the captain had i eally wanted me on the tour there 
was no way the selectors could have done anything 
to ctop him It s the captain's lob to select the team 
because lu- 1 *. t he man in the middle If the team plays 
badly Hie captain gets the blame not the selection 
committee Veng.s.iT kai, however, is a very weak 
man This is another i eason why wc need a very 
strong captai u ot a verv stiong manager who ran 
really pull them together and .say “Never mind 
whether you fail or you do well you’re going to be 
aggiessive What the playe* s ieally need is some 
sort of assurance from the captain or from the 
manager that they are going to be around for more 
than a game or two 

When Gavaskar was captain he got what he wanted 
At timer he wasn t right, but he was strong enough 
to have his own side Then Kapil came in and just 
when he was getting his act together, they sacked 
him 

The artk te was written before the Supfeme Court s verdict over the six banned 
rnckete*^ ano Amarnath s ra^es 





mohinder amarnath 




ESS than six 
months after 
getting rid of 
him—as he 
never looks back 
perhaps he had 
forgotten England's 
chairman of selectors 
Ted Dexter presided over 
the launch of Graham 
Gooch as leader of the 
fifth brave new dawn 
since the sacking of 
Mike Gattmg last 
summer 

Gooch received the 
standard endorsement 
on these occasions ("We 
think *hat 

John/Christopher/Grah- 
am/David'Graham” can 
supply exactly the sort 
of leadership we now 
require ”) although the 
level of conviction is 
wearing ever thinner 


Twelve names were up 
for consideration, 
apparently, and no one 
outside the England 
committee is entirely 
free of the suspicion that 
the outcome of the 
head-throbbing meeting 
at Lord’s was concluded 
with the assistance of a 
pin 

Dexter, asked to 
comment on his 
observations about 
Gooch 12 months ago 
while in the employ of a 
Sunday newspaper 
(“Graham Gooch, to my 
utter amazement, has 
been entrusted with the 
entrusted with the 
captaincy of 
England ”) dismissed it 
with a curt ”I did see a 
report that harped back 
to something I said 


about a particular 
situation, but I think 
Graham has excellent 
quahties ” 

This would have 
sounded more 


Twelve names 
were up for 
consideration, 
apparently, 
and no one 
outside the 
England 
committee is 
entirely free of 
the suspicion 
that the 
outcome of the 
head-throbbing 
meeting at 
Lord’s was 
concluded wih 
the assistance 
of a pin 


convincing were it not 
for strong rumours that 
Dexter had supported 
the retention of David 
Gower—which would 
certainly have been m 
keeping with his 
personal view of an 
“error-free” 
summer—before bemg 
outvoted by the other 
three members of the 
panel, Ossie Wheatley. 
Micky Stewart, and A C 
Smith The official Ime 
, however, was 
“unanimous ” 

None of this exactly 
gets the latest era away 
to a fanfare start, and 
although Dexter 
described Gooch as 
honoured and delighted 
.Gooch, as 
ever, wras keeping his 
delight firmly to 







bunself He looked for 
all the world as though 
he was going to a 
ftineral which, in some 
respects, the West Indies 
may indeed be 

Gooch, who 
threatened to fly home 
alter off-the-field 
political problems on 
England’s last tour 
there in 1986 (and was 
only persuaded not to by 
Gower) played a dead bat 
to the inevitable 
questions about the 
threat, given his 
previous connections 
with South Africa, of 
recurring agptation this 
time 

“We have got to start 
afi«8h” and "I'm looking 
forward to the cricket” 
were his basic themes, 
but although Dexter 
received 

assurances—before 
Gooch's 

appointment—that both 
the Indian and West 
Indian Cricket Boards 
would not attempt to 
throw spanners in the 
works, the pohticians 
themselves may fmd it 
more difficult not to stir 
thmgs when England 
actually arrive 

That IS when Gooch 
will come under 
pressure An introvert 
by nature, the PR side of 
the job does not appeal to 
him greatly, and while 
the England committee 
IS absolutely right not to 
have allowed any 
potential pohtical 
problems to influence its 
choice, Gooch as captain 
will have to cope a good 
deal better than he did as 
player with any 
mud-shngmg that 
might come his way If 
his morale goes agam, 
then so will that of the 
entire party 

In arrivmg at Qooch, 
however, the selectors 
have at least ensured 
that the captain will be 


guaranteed his place m 
the Bide this winter, and 
there is no doubt that 
Gooch is better qualified 
to lead a side now than 
he was when first takmg 
taking over from Keith 
Fletcher at Essex (a job 
he subsequently handed 
back for ayear) m 1986 
It was the prospect of 
the England captaincy, 
which he had just 
inherited from Chns 
Cowdrey at the back end 
of last summer, which 
tempted Gooch mto 
making himself 
available for the aborted 
tour of India last winter, 
and he could scarcely 


have had a better tactical 
tutor over the years than 
Fletcher (3oooh, 
though, unlike Gower, 
depends very much on 
personal satisfaction 
with his own form for 
projecting a positive 
approach 

Not so long ago it was 
inconceivable that 
Gooch would make 
himself available for a 
tour of the West Indies, 
and it is encouraging 
that he offered his 
services with or without 
the captaincy He could 
scarcely be m charge of 
a tougher tour given the 
current phght of 



English cricket, and 
there is still a lingering 
school of 

thought—unfair thoi^h 
it almost certainly 
IS— that when Dexter 
described Gooch’s 
appointment as the way 
forward for English 
cricket, what he really 
meant was that there is 
now a much better 
chance of getting the 
tour called off 
nnran joniuNiii 
CourtMy Tlw Indapandwit 

Gooch, who 
threatened to 
fly home after 
o£f-the-field 
political 
problems on 
England’s last 
tour to the West 
Indies in 1986 
played a dead 
bat to the 
inevitable 
questions 
about the 
threat, given 
his previous 
connections 
with South 
Africa, of 
recurring 
agit^onthis 
tune 











SAID AOUITA 


The Moroccan Running Machine 


PRIOR to the race, Pat 
Butcher of Great Britain 
an ezperienoed athlatioa 
ooneapondent 
eapeoiedly brought for 
announcing, ranked 
Said Aouita and the 
legendary Finn. Paavo 
Nurmi as the greatest 
distance runners of all 
time. At Delhi. Aouita certainly hved up to his all 
time great rating. Countryman Fauzl Lsbhi set 
tbeearly pace in the 1,500 metres Later the 
lanky Ken Washington of USA took up as a fWmt 
runner At the bell, (after 1100 metres) Aouita 
was under 2:39 and In the lead He then sped 
away effortlessly, showing no strain like Emil 
Zatopek or Vladamir Kuts or long strides like 
Lasse Viren His were Just relaxed rhsrthmmic 
strides, hke a smooth Rolls Boyce accelerating or 
a gazelle in full stride 

The sight of Aouita’s effortless running in 
j the heat and humidity of Delhi was a sight which 

will remain etched in memory It was a race to be 
described to the grandobildren, when old age 

Said Aouita cruises past fellow 
Moroccan Aziz Share to romp 
home In the 1.500m 


dhall this generation waste. Like Chris Evert in 
tennis. Aouita oombinee ruthlessness with grace. 
He won in 3:34.90 the best ever time in Asia and 
better than the meet reocxnl of Omar Khalifa by 
seven seconds. Whilst coach Aziz rubbed him 
withatowel. Aouita was quite matter offset 
about his suooess, “Aftm* three laps I picked up 
speed and was soon very much ahead Therafterl 
Just maintained the jiace " 

Exuding conlldenoe. Aouita even said he could 
have broli^ his world record of3.29.46 set in 
West Berlin four years ago if not for the heat and 
humidi^ of Delhi. A committed nationalist, 
Aouita eqpoused the cause of athletes of Third 
World countries “I must gii« something back to 
the sport which made me famous Wheneverl 
return to Morocco I am training others who can 
replace me some day In athletics Morocco can 
show that we are as good as the West. ” Aouita is 
one dr the few athletes who is not lured and 
ensnared by the nSon lights and wealth of the 
Western world 

His successor is already in sight. The find of 
the Nehru Centenary Meet was lanky Aziz Shere 
of Morocco. With an easy, relaxed running style 
Aziz Shere outclassed former Olympic champions 
like Steve Ovett andJdhn Walker and 
Commonwealth Games silver medallist Jcihn 
Gladwin to come second. 




Facing page: The two stars of the meet. Said Aouita and Carl Lewis. While the Moroccan had no 
problems with his 1500m race, Lewis was beaMn in the 100m dash 









ANDREAS BERfiER 


The MAN WHO beat Carl Lewis 



A FORBAEB footbaU 
ftreak. was fha oynomire 
of attention at the Nehru 
International Centenary 
athletioe meet. 28-year- 
old AtMtrlan epzinter, 
Andreas Berger pliQred 
footbaU as a teenager. A 
light striker in his vil¬ 
la^ team near Salzburg 
(of Sound of Music fiBune) his ambition like numy 
Eiiropean 3 routh was to play professional football. 
However he made little headway. Having natural 
speed Berger turned to sprinting instead. 

At the age of 20 he took to competitive sprint¬ 
ing His best achievmnent so far was a ninth place 
in the 1987 World Championships in Rome 
OveraU his career has been modemte 1989 wiU 
however be nostalgia year for Andreas Berger 
Success started in the European Indoor Meet in 
the wmter season. Berger beat the fancied Lm- 
ford Christie of Great Britain to win the BO metres 
dash In Delhi, he admitted, "I had a good indoor 
season but a poor outdoor season so 1 did not 
expect to do weU I had never run against Carl 
Lewis before. I Just fancied my chances because 

The start of the 100m dash with 
Andresd Berger the eventual 
winner on extreme left. Note that 
Lewis Is slowest off the blocks 


Carl Lewis is not in good sprinting form this 
season.” After one lUse start and a long delay as 
Lewis changed his starting blooks, the race got 
underway. Berger tore from the blooks to lead 
from the start and edge Carl Lewie to second 
place. 

Andreas Berger’s winning time was a mere 
10.46 secs. Average by wco'ld standards but he 
had the glory of upstaging the reigning world 
record holder and Olsrmpio bbampim. The vic¬ 
tory was doubly satiMying for the Austrian, an 
Inspector in the Austrian FOUce force. He is an 
ardent fan and supporter of B«a Johnson, the 
out-throat rival of Carl Lewis. With a tremor in 
his voice, Andreas Berger said, "^en Johnson is 
the best sprinter in the world, maybe the best of 
aU time.” He just shrugged his shoulders when 
questioned about Ben Johnson’s drugs scandal at 
Seoul However his admiration for Ben Johnson 
remains The Austrian policeman said confident¬ 
ly. ”He (Ben) will take the record back next year ” 

The 28-year-old Austrian was philosophical 
about his riotoiy. He said athletic» is not popular 
in Austria and so my victory will at moat make 
me sportsman of the month but not much m 
terms of sponsorship and fame. For local fans 
this upset victory had a schizophrenic effect. 
They were undecided whether to admire Andreas 
Berger for the upset victory or hate him for 
beating the great Carl Lewis. 








India win where competition is poor 


INDIA had 
three 

winners in 
the two day 
Delhi meet 
And all three 
were women, 
Shmy 
Abraham in 
the 800 

metres, Roea Kutty m the 1500 
metres and Reeth Abraham m 
the 100 metres hurdles 
However these were lacklustre 
races, as foreign opposition 
was limited In fact so 
truncated was the 100 metres 
hurdles, there were just three 
competitors, Reeth and Monica 
Fernandez of India and T 
Jmdasa of Sn Lanka It was an 
event which the organisers 
could easily have scrapped 
Reeth Abraham’s victory would 
therefore seem hollow 
Reeth’s winning time of 
14 50 secs IB well below M D 
Valsamma’s national mark of 


Singh who creditably finished 
sixth but achieved a personal 
landmark The 24-year-old 
Railway employee from Ballia 
(UP) finished sixth but docked 
3 43 40 secs setting a new 
national mark m the 1600 
metres He narrowly erased the 
23 year old mark of Edward 
Se^ra of3 43 7 also set at 
Delhi m 1976 Later a smiling 
Bahadur Prasad Singh said 
“running against Aouita, Steve 
Ovett, John Walker (finished 
4th) and John Qladwin 
(Commonwealth silver 
medallist) helped me to run the 
race of my life ” Bahadur was 
however too exhausted to take 
part in 5,000 metres the next 
day In this race K M Suresh 
former national champion 
disappointed finishing fifth 
His timmg a poor 15 02 04 was 
way below his Madras Open 
Shiny Wilson and Rosa Kutty go on 
to take one-two for India in me 
8(X>m 


timing of 14:21 2. 

In the 400 metres hurdles. C. 
Haridass and K.G. 

Sashidharan were in the 53 
secs, region and even lost to the 
Sri Lankan Amarasekra. In the 
200 metres Atjim Devlah of 
Ka rn ataka came fifth in 21 86 
secs, below his national 
winning time of 21 34 secs. 

Sandra Patrick Farmer led 
from start to finish to win the 
women's 400 metres hurdlss. 
NeverhasPT. Ushabeenso 
outclassed in her pet event in 
Delhi. She came third in 57.16 
secs narrowly better than her 
Trivandrum Masters Meet 
timing but two second below 
her National mark. However 
PT Usha is showing sign of 
recovering from her heel 
injuiy She clocked her fastest 
time of the year in the 200 
metres Ashwini Naohappa also 
ran the 200 metres under 24 
seconds for the first time in her 
life. 



14 02 secs Similarly Shiny was 
nowhere near her national 
mark m winnmg the 800 
metres She clocked 2 05 87, 
her best this season but below 
her own record of 2 03 16 set in 
Djakarta m the Asian meet in 
1985 Shiny at least had the 
satisfaction of overcoming the 
graceful but mediocre 
American MicheUe Taylor who 
staggered in the end to finish 
third 

India’s star of the meet was 
the promising Kerala girl, 

Rosa Kutty The wiry but 
smewy Rosa Kutty has a 
powerful kick and flmshes 
with a sprint She displayed 
this tactic effectively to come 
second m the 800 metres She 
then characteristically trailed 
in the 1,500 metr^ but in the 
last lap at the far curve 
overtook front runner Josiane 
BouUe of Mauritius to win 
4 28 03 The timing was 
moderate but Rosa Kutty has 
displayed good temperament 

India’s other star was the 
promising Bahadur Prasad 


m 













M M |M|HYdid«oxaaixy 
world class 
athletes come to 
Wgmg Delhiforthe 
mm mm Nehru Centenary 
Meet? The organisers claimed 
that athletes were not getting 
BKoessive money in dollars 
Whatever was given, was 
through arrangements with 
non-resident Indians Foreign 
exchange quota from the Union 
foreign ministry was linuted. 
What then were the 
inducements? 

For most of the athletes it 
was curiosity to see India and 
particularly the Taj Mahal 
Evelyn Ashford said, “I knew 
little about India Sandra after 
her visit to Delhi last year 
praised the country so much, 
that I had to come and see for 
myself I really wanted to see 
the Tiy Mahal and the Yamuna 
river which flows from near my 
hotel to theTaj ” 

Superstar Said Aouita said, “I 
came to India to meet the people 
and get to know them better 
All I knew about India was a 
vague freezeshot on T V 
during the Montreal Olympics 
Some Ram Singh was runmng 
in the 800 metres final Sol 
wanted to see the real India, a 
third world country like mine ” 
The most original and candid 
views were by Tony CampbeL 
"Back in Los Angeles all I had 
heard about was India’s poverty 
and the violence m the streets 
People even warned me do not 
go there I came to find out 
myself r what it is all about 
After a few days m Delhi my 

Toni Campbell pasaas on a few tips 
to Uaha and Nambiar 







The Petriefcs. TIm 400m hurdkM 
loveeoupto 


views of India have draatioally 
changed. Delhi is a modern city 
at least the places I have seen 
There are many glamourous 
things in India and the people 
are real nice and friendly In 
USA the tourist image of India 
IS wrong I aim to rectify that 
Also India should not only 
advertise themselves as a 
country with lots of places of 
historical mterest The hotels 
and roads in some places are 
Ultramodern This message 
should also be spread I-will 
come back to Delhi next year, 
hopefully for a grand prix 
meet ” 

Steve Ovett and David 
Moorcroft are also ensunoured 
by India Ovett has estabhshed a 
rapport with runners m Delhi 
and will send spikes, shorts 
and vests to be distributed to 
the deserving David Moorcroft 
18 thrilled at the enthusiasm 
shown by a group of road 
runners m Delhi He plans to 
stay back in Delhi and run an 
Otto Pelt 2 ser race and talk to the 
local athletes The Tooby twins 
intend to stay on in India and 
see this “lovely country” 

Angela and Susan Tooby will 
also participate in the Otto 
Peltzer m Delhi and have even 
volunteered to tram women 
mterested m distance runnmg 


TEXT BY NOVY KAPADIA. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 


"We came to M* the Taj Mahal”: 
Sandra Patrick-Farmer and Evelyn 
AeMa^ 
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39, Sunder 
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Delhi. 


Having' fuushed 
breakfast, Kapil pushed 
the bone-cluna plate 
away, dabbed his face 
with a napkin and gazed 
round the huge dining 
table Seated there were 
some friends and the 
banned cricketers They, 
too, were almost 
through with brealcfast 
k Azhar drained his glass 
of laaai, Dilip 
Vengsarkar finished his 
tea, Arun Lai stubbed 
his Classic mto an onyx 
ashtray Let’s go, said 
Kapil, anxious but 
determined and cheerful 
as wife Romi Dev 
(wearing a Bagru print 
cotton salwar kurta) 
popped in to announce it 
was time to leave 

As the players, some 
clutching files, 
descended the 24 steps 
from the first-floor 
apartment, someone 
wanted to know whether 
appearing in court was 
more terrifying than 
combating Marshall, 
Bishop, Walsh and the 
rest 

The drive to the 
Supreme Court took less 
than five minutes with 
Kapil, behind the wheel 
m the steel grey 
Mercedes, deftly 
negotiating the 
morning traffic rush 
Once there, the players 
went to Mudgil, a 
lawyer, and met for the 
first time Vmeet Kumar, 
the person responsible 
for filing the public 
interest litigation 

With the people 
trickling in to work, the 
Supreme Court, early in 
the morning, was 
mirrowded and the 
cricketers initiaUy 
atti acted only mmor 


attention The odd 
lawyer of course gaped, 
when a black-robed 
gentleman 

enthusiastically sought 
an autograph, 
wisecracked one player 
CJontract aign karne se 
hi to sarajhamela hua 
bai Abbhiaapaign 
karwarahehain ’ 

Outside the Chief 
Justice’s court awaiting 
the cricketers was a 
clutch of 

photographers They 
choked the inevitable 
photographs with the 
players, extremely 
cooperative, patiently 
giving off their best 
angles but at the same 
time managing to look 
appropriately 
aggrieved I thought the 
photograph of the 
players on the steps with 
the Supreme Court and 
the tricolour in the 
background was 
particularly neat 

Ultimately, a little 
past ten O’clock, when 
the players and party 
(consisting of Romi Dev, 
Bharat Reddy, 
journalists—Debashis, 

R Mohan, one Cricket 
Board official—Arorit 
Mathur) entered the 
Court they happened to 
be the first to arrive 
With proceedings 
scheduled for 10 30 
there was absolutely no 
one present—even the 
chaprasis were absent' 
However, the benefit of 
reaching early was they 
got the best seats So 
conspicuous, even the 
most short sighted 
judg^ could not miss 
them Which, 
incidentally, was of vital 
importance as the 
players were in Court, 
not to plead but only to 
show their faces and 
convey concern 

The Coui t room was 
largish, capable of 


SoHSorabjMdid 
MichiflionMigh, 
nrthlMtloblliatby 
thetbmMfliiMiwI 
you wire convfaiMd 
no BoirdwM totally 
HMOnipOIOIIk uw 
iMMit n H r faNowtoiy 
rkHculouf 


SoHSorabJee 


handtandexclaiiiied 
excite<Ry:‘T1ie 
captain is here’ 




B.8. Vsnkatarainaiali 


None of the 
cricketers present in 
court whooped with 
deii{^.ltot therein 
on their faces was 
palpable. 











Chief Justice E S Venkataramaiah “It (the 
Board) is behaving like an unfair umpire” 


rft '■‘omnKxlatmtf fx*i liaps 
1 (K) per sons It b Wfj,llh> 
were teak-p.tiicllf'd and 
from the hiyh (eiling 
danpled l t i«ns, then 
bladcf.utihiitiK diy 
chopping thf an The 
ainhieiii e wa-. so sombre 
it hiishf (1 you However, 
to t !>(• I oiiijjlefi' 
disappointment of 
IH‘isoiis ns*^! to Hindi 
films tfene was no 
witness tnix Remarked 
Knaii Moietmairiod 
)iist fen days back and 
missing out on his 
honeymoon) ‘i’lctureke 
iilHwa pahh hoar Court 
(iokha ’The judges sat 
on a laised platform, on 
highbackcd chairs made 
of red velvet, with the 
Indian StaU* emblem 
einbroideied in gold 

It was an education 
watching pi eparat ions 
being made foi the Court 
proceedings to start 
The chaptasw an ivcd, 
untially hr inging 
pencils They 
disappeared, only to 
retui n with files On the 
next trip they fetched 
some books and paper 
Thei eal t er came g lasses 
of water Then, woi k 
over they stood besides 
Ihe ktifidrcoloured 
cui tains waiting loi the 
judges 

The hall, meanwhile 
rapidly filled up, the 
audience consisting of 
lawyeis inteiested more 
111 crii'kef than law ('>ne 
giabbed Kapil s hands 
and oxc laimed excitedly 
The captain is here ' At 
which point wife Komi 
IXw (‘vci observant 
pointed to Dilip 
Vcngsaikai and hissed 
uiulci hei breath that 
the man had got hold ol 
the wiung c.iptain 
Anottn'i young ‘vakeel’ 
Uxiki'd at the plavcis 
and disnanded ctn'ekilv 
Wt -vant sixers' 

As. (le lutlges walked 
111 (thi sitvoi-haired 


Chief Justice looking 
most vonei able) there 
was what is popular ly 
called, pin-drop silence 
The players rose, then 
sat down. Kapil and Lai 
leaning forward, the 
importance of the 
moment affecting them 

In favour of the 
players. Soli Sorabjee 
initiated proceedings, 
speaking in clear crisp 
tones He asked the 
Court for ten minutes to 
explain the case— and 
then held forth fo^ more 
than two hours 
Obviously the man is a 
master, deeply skilled at 
his work Argues with 
great force, is lucid 
well-reasoned and his 
manner of piesenting 
the case is extremely 
persuasive He was 
constantly urging the 
Court to 1 ead this, turn 
to that come to so and 
so all the time 
shredding the Board’s 
case 

He did such a 
thorough, ruthless job 


that by the time he 
finished you were 
convinced the Boat d was 
totally incompetent the 
contract absolutely 
ridiculous (‘players have 
no voice, no choice’) the 
ban unfair (‘savage 
punishment ’) the 
hearing given by the 
Board to players 
completely untenable (‘it 
18 from Caesar to 
Caesar’) 

Like Soil, the Court 
was equally merciless on 
theBoaid The Chief 
Justice spoke softly, 
almost in a whisper and 
you had to lean forward 
in order to hear him But 
what he uttered, gently 
and with an angelic 
smile on his face, was 
sharp, for example 

• On the Board “It is 
behaving like an unfair 
umpire “ 

• On the absence of 
freedom “Only 
autocrats resent 
freedom ’ 

e On the Board banning 
criticism “Are they 


more exalted thcuci the 
PM*? 

• On the status of the 
players: “Like bonded 
labour once they sign 
the contract ’’ 

Once the Attorney 
General stated 
categorically that the 
Board was a part of the 
State, the BCCI was left 
with no case And what 
was worse, the Court 
was in little mood to 
hear their brief Devan 
and Ashoke Sen tried to 
speak a few sentences 
but wei e repeatedly cut 
short All told they got 
not more than 15 
minutes to stutter their 
case But these two 
lawyers at least got a 
chance to open their 
mouths, the other ten, 
hired at huge cost, 
uttered not a word 
Silence, one knew, was 
golden -obviously it 
proved expensive as 
well 

That the Court felt the 
Board had no legs to 
stand on legally was 
clearly evident But the 
Board’s lawyers grasped 
this only after the Court 
advised them gently ‘to 
advise their clients to 
reconsider the contract 
and the entire 
constitution ’ The 
implication resolve the 
matter or run the risk of 
getting dissolved 

The players had won' 

None of the cricketers 
present m Court 
' whooped with delight 
I But the relief on their 
I faces was palpable They 
arrived in the morning 
apprehensive and 
uncertain but left the 
Court jostled by a 
throng of excited 
admirers 

Come to think of it. 
who 18 integral to the 
game, players or callous 
officials*? 

A corrwt p owdnt. Hew OelW 


SPOTLIGHT 
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Will Krishnamachari Srikkanth 
be able to supplement his 
swashbuckling style with 
leadership qualities? 


I NDIAN Cl icket’s 
version of Indiana 
Jones IS a colour! ul 
personality, but not 
acontioversial 
fiffure NotUx) 
many people* can 
separate both 
qualities one positive 
one negative Thus it 
speaks volumes ol 
Srikkanth’s easygoing 
qualities and public 
relations acumen that he 
has escaped every 
controversy that has 
mai reid Indian cricket 
during the decade 
Admittedly, he has 
also had luck on his 
side Had Ian Bishop’s 
delivery not hit 
Srikkanth’s forearm m 
the West Indies, he 
would certainly have 
gone to the USA and 


Canada and faced the 
subsequent fines and 
ban along with the six 
other senior cricketers 
But he could not go and 
the great escape 
artist—though at the 
crease he resembles a 
trapeze artist 
more—saw another 
controversy bypass him 
That Srikkanth, who 
turns 30 in December, is 
now the key figure in 
Indian ct icket is a far t 
no one will deny Least 
of all the cricketers who 
were banned by the 
Boaid last month At the 
height of the 
controveisy when 
public sympathy still lay 
largely with the Board 
these players, somr* oi 
them senior to 
Srikkanth. made their 




"I am really very happy that the b 


i 

f 

M 


Partab Ramchand speaks to Krish 
Srikkanth about the future of Indian 
cricket...and captaincy 

Sporlsworld- Now that the ban been lifted, how do you 
envisage the future relationship between the Board and 
the players^ 

Srikkanth I am really very happy that the ban 
haa been lifted and everything has been settled 
amicably I can only hope that future relations 
between the Board and the players will be 
cordial This can only be for the betterment of 
the game in the country 

After the Indian debacle m the West Indies, how do 
you see the future of Indian cricket? 

The Indian team is m the process of rebuilding 
In the last year or two, Sunil Gavaskar has 
retired and Mohinder Amarnath was not 
available This left too much responsibility on 
the three remaining senior players, Kapil £>ev, 
Vengsarkar and Ravi Shastn who have played 
nearly 270 Testa between them But then the 
gap between them and the others like Sidhu, 
Hirwanl, Manjrekar, Ayub is tremendous for 
these cricketers have played only in a few 
Tests I am in the middle category, having 
played about 3o Tests 
Yes, Indian cricket is at the crossroads, but 
it IS on the right path There are a lot of 
talented youngsters around Players like W V 
Raman, Sachin Tendulkar, Sugwaekar, 
Venkatramana, Venkatpathi Raju, Arjan 
Kripal Smgh, K P Bhaskar, V B 
^ Chandrasekhar All they need is proper 
guidance and encouragement They should 
also be given sufficient oppoi tunities, not 
discarded after one or two matches Here I 
must cite the Australian example of having 
persevered with Steve Waugh I remember 
when he made his debut against us in 1985-86, 
he was struggling And this strugglmg phase 
continued for some time But the selectors 
persisted and look at his record now He is one 
of the leading cricketers in the world 

Looking to the immediate future, how would you 
reckon India's chances at Sharjah and the MRF World 
Senes? 

I don't like making predictions so I would not 
speak of India’s chances in the two 
competitions I would say, however, with 
conviction that India have always been a g^ood 
one-day side Take the senes against West 
Indies for example, even though we lost 0-6, at 
least three of the matches were close with the 
issue hanging in the balance till the last few 
overs The thing to note here is that our 


bowlers have generally done well in 
limited-overs cncket but the battmg has not 
clicked The Indian team has generally been a 
very balanced outfit with the right blend of 
sloggrers and batsmen who can keep the 
singles coming It is time that the Indian 
totting did Itself justice The fielding has 
always been good But in the final analysis, 
there is always the luck factor that decides 
things sometimes in one-day cricket And so 
the result may finally hmge on which way the 
luck factor swings on a particular day 

What about the team’s chances in the Tests against 
Pakistan^ 

In Tests it has more or less been the other way 
around, especially in Pakistan The batting is 
good but the problem has been to get Pakistan 
out twice In Pakistan particularly the bowling 
has to be at its best for, in Tests, batting alone 
cannot wm the matches 

By tdl accounts you are now the favounte to be the 
Indian captain in the coming season Have you ever 
given any senom thought to this^ 


I am a firm believer in destiny and i 
believe that if I have to be the captain, 
then nothing will stop me from becoming 
the captain. Moreover, I am not new to 
leadership. I have led my State and 
South Zone...and with due modesty, I 
may say so, I have achieved good results 


I am not a person who will lose sleep over this 
issue I am a firm believer in destmy and I 
believe that if I have to be the captain, that 
nothing will stop me from becoming the 
captain Moreover, 1 am not new to leadership 
I have led my State in the Rapji Trophy, South 
Zone in the Duleep Trophy, South ^ne against 
visiting sides, my State again in the Irani 
Trophy and with due modesty, if I may say so, 

I have achieved good results 

Do you think captaincy has put pressure on your 
batting? 

I can’t say it has I have got runs, even 
centuries in the Ranji Trophy, Duleep Trophy, 
Irani Trophy and against visiting sides while 
captaining the side 

What IS your basic iqrproach to captaincy? 

I don't believe too much m theory Basically 
captaincy is not much of a job when you 
examine It The captain makes the usual 
bowling and fielding changes depending on 
the type of wicket or the batsman or the 
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circuiostances of the particular grame What 
differentiates the good captain from the 
ordinary captain is the motivation factor How 
he peps up his players, motivates them, 
encourages them, keeps a firm control when 
things are not going very well for the team I 
have never really had problems as captain 

rkere is a marked difference in your style of batting 
now as compared to when you arrived on the scene at 
the start of the decade How do you aci ount for this? 
When I made my debut in 1981-88.1 was 81 
ind inexperienced Basically I used to try and 
tilt out at every ball and was very rash The 
^ transition started during the 1984-85 season I 
was then about 85 and became a bit more 
mature regarding my approach to batting I 
remember, during my innings of 84 against 
England at Kanpur, I grafted initially and at 
lunch I was something like 38 not out afte. 
two hours of batting Thereafter I stabilised 
myself in the Indian team and did not want to 
take undue risks I became a bit more 
1 esponsible in my judgement of balls to hit and 
balls to leave alone and balls to defend Even 
now today if you see me bat, I don’t go for 
strokes from the first ball I go for my shots 
only after the first ten overs or so I suppose 
the selectors sometimes have to gamble on 
players like me and V B Chandrasekhar But 
then, if we click four matches out of ten, by the 
time we are out we have put our side into a 
commanding—even sometimes 
winning—position, in limited-overs cricket 

You have been bowling a lot these days How seriously 
do you consider yoursey as a front-line bowler? 

I would like to state that I don’t consider 
myself to be a regular or front-line bowler 
and 

Even though you are the only Indian bowler to have 
taken five wickets in an innings twice in limited-overs 
cncket? 

Even though I have taken five wickets twice, 
yes You see, I just bowl at the stumps Euid let 
the batsman make the mistake After all, I 
suppose that is the correct way to bowl in 
mstant cncket, isn’t it, where you have to 
restrict the batsman from scoring I would like 
to t hink of mymlf as an extra or additional 
bowler to the four front hne bowlers that the 
Indian team fields in one-day matches I 
normally bowl between the 85th and 40th over 
and I suppose I am difficult to hit just because I 
concentrate on bowlmg straight Anyway, 
whatever my achievements m one-day cncket, 
I can never become a fiontline bowler in Test 
cncket 


Will captaincy change 

way to Madras The 
reason*^ Ostensibly a 
meeting to chalk out 
then futuiccouiseof 
action with 
Snkkanth’s support 
They wanted him to 
stand by with them in 
their grave crisis, 
reali.sing that his 
support was vital for 
then c'ase 

For Srikkarith, it was 
a lesson in tightrope 
walking For well as he 
sympathifaed with the 
players ho ctiuld not 
aflord to antagonise the 
establishment It was a 
dicey situation which 
could have posed 
problems for any player 

Srikkanth, however, 
is not a person to lose 
sleep, oven over maj jr 
issues Diplomatically 
viewing the situation as 
a “let s wait and sec what 
happens"case he 
followed the Board 
bungling, the court case 
and the eventual lifting 
of the ban Srikkanth’s 
cautious stand had been 
vindicated In fact, with 
some experience, 
Srikkanth could well 
rival Vijay Amntraj in 
the field of diplomacy' 

Now the question that 
arises is who will be 
captain’ Undoubtedly 
Srikkanth would be a 
good choice for, not only 


life for the Srikkanthe? 

IS he popular with 
cricket fans, but also 
with his teammates As 
he told Sportsworld 
during the interview on 
his approac'h to 
captaincy, “what 
differentiates the gtxxl 
captain from the 
ordinary captain is the 
motivation factor How 
he peps up his players, 
motivates them, 
encouiagcs them, keeps 
a fii m control when 
things are going very 
well fVir his learn I have 
never really had 
problems as captain" 

Not )ust that, 
Srikkanth has even got 
the results to back him 
up Under him, Tamil 
Nadu has won the Kanji 
Tinphy and the Irani 
Trophy and South Zone 
has won the Uulw'p 
Trophy Making up 
what he la(,ks in shrewd 
strategy and tai tical 
thinking with his ea.sy 
going nature and 
excell<*rit rapixir I wit h 
his teammates, he is, in 
a way, like Ajit Warlekar 
with luck to bar.k him all 
the way CJiventhe 
opfxirtunity Srikkanth 
has every ability to 
follow in Wadekar’s 
footsU'ps and create 
Indian cri< ket history 

Partob Rsmehand, Madras 
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HANG THOSE 

JNJURIES! PASS 
THAT PAINKILLER! 


THE EUROPEAN SOCCER SEASON BEGINS 


Yesterday’s success is gone, 
tomorrow’s is the obsession, and 
to hell with nature’s demands to 
recuperate and regenerate 
damaged tissue 
Take Milan In May, Ruud 
Gullit and Marco Van Basten 
scored goals that won the 
European Cup Now they are 
mvalids, out of the first round 
Quilit In AC Milan colours 


F eeling 

harassed by 
the pace of 
modern life‘s 
Amite 
jealous, 
perhaps, of 
spoitsmen 

-whose 

fortunes sprmg from just a few 
hours’ performance a couple of 


tunes a week’ Then this column is 
for you It scratches soccer’s 
Utopian facade and uncovers a bit 
of the pain 

Last May three glamour 
European football clubs—Milan. 
Barcelona and Napoli —spent their 
way to Europe’s top trophies 
Now, after barely long enough to 
sip from the cups, it is time to 
defend them 











and. if someone doesn’t stop 
pushing quicker than healmg 
demands, their careers will fall 
faster than their bank balances 
rise 

There is talk of rushing Van 
Basten back within a month of 
knee surgery Why not’Gullit did 
it m May. producing a 
match-wmmng half hour on one 
good leg in the European Cup 
fuial 

Pity the miracle didn’t hold up 
and his right knee hgaments 
broke again under the strain Pity 
he had to undergo another 
operation, but. sooner than sense 
dictates, he’ll hobble back 

He’s a “real man,” you see Real 
men get out and compete 

Meanwhile, Milan should get 
by Its first round opponent, HJK 
Helsinki, has part-time players 
Besides, Stefano Borgonova, 
whom Milan discarded for the 
Dutchmen, is back sconrg goals 
from midfield 

Other wealthy clubs have not 
had Milan’s luck of the draw. 
Glasgow Rang^ers and Bayern 
Munich, free-spenders geared to 
Europe, are matched m round 
one 

’The Rangers, having spent $20 
million m three years, have twice 
been eliminated in West Germany 
Now they meet Mumch 

The stakes sure high, the 
painkJler ready .'The Rangers and 
^ Mumch each report three 


Van Batten In action against 
Bayam Munich 

wounded men who might, as 
Rangers manager Graeme 
Souness put it, “have to put up 
with a bit of pain ’’ 

His injured trio Richard Gough, 
expected back in defense l O days 
after a foot operation, striker 
Maurice Johnston, suffering a 
groin strain, and midfielder Ian 
Ferguson, who has a blood 
disorder 

Johnston’s ebullience hasn’t 
sparked since the $2 5 million 
transfer that made him the first 
Catholic to represent the 
Protestant Rangers 
But reportedly worsening his 
injury, he popped m his first 


goa! and ignited rumors that his 
withdrawal from Scotland's World 
Cup game three days earlier was a 
sham 

A Kingtime pal of Johnston, 
Scotsman Alan Mdnally will line 
up against him Munich paid $2 
million for Mdnally, known as 
Rambo because he muscles 
through flying boots and elbows 
to score goals But Bayern also 
has pain -afflicting goalkeeper 
Raimund Aumann and 
midfielders Stefan Reuter and 
Hans Dorfner 

Doubtless all the injured ones in 
Europe will respond to treatment 
For isn’t sport a conquest of mind 
over muscle’ 

ByRobHughM 





day 

MF Singh had talked about 
tlus with his fhend MM 
Sommaya, who advised him 
nut to ai t in haste and 
ptMsuaded him to seek the 
help of IHF President R 
Prasad In fact, Prasad had 
no hesitation to tell MP to 
retire gracefully instead of 
being ‘kicked out’ like 
Mohammad Shahid and 
thereby lose all track with 
the IHF It hadn't ended 
there botli Prasad and 
Ganesh did not allow him to 
join the national camp at New 
Delhi, although he was 
among the 52 probables 
Stiange hollowing are 
the exceipts 


I THINK the 
lengthy 
training 
schedules are 
both boring and 
ol little help. 
Competitive 
spirit doQs not 
develop in such 
on atmosphere 


Previously, you had said that 
you were preparing for the 
forthcoming tours and then 
you decided 1o retire? 

Yea, I did say'that, but 
the fact 18 that after the 
Berlin and New Jersey 
tournaments I had 
decided to quit Since I 
wanted to first convey 
my deciaion to the IHF 
President, I had not 
disclosed this to anyone 
else apart from my best 
friend Sommaya 
So, you were outdone by the 
criticism about your bad 
performances in the two 
tournaments and also the 
gravevine has it that you 
would be stripped off the 
captaincy? 

No Not at all I fully 
agree that my 
performances at Berlm 
nnd New Jersey were not 
up to the mark, but this 
sort of a thing does 
happen in one’s playing 
career And I’m not a 
man to be undone by 
criticism As far as the 
captaincy is concerned I 
am least bothered about 
It For me representmg 


the country is far more 
important 

Then why did you retire? 

I want youngsters to 
come up and I don’t want 
to block their way 

You are just 27 and surely 
this is not the age to make 
way for the youngsters There 
must have been some other 
reasons? 

No Absolutely none 
it Is said that you were 
pressurised by Ganesh and 
Prasad to call it a day? 

Look, one thing 
should be made clear at 
the outset I was not 
pressurised by anyone 
Moreover, during my 
eight year 
international career, 
wherein I played about 
200 matches and scored 
over 90 goals. I have 
seen a lot of ups and 
downs Sometimes my 
name was announced in 
the team and barely two 
hours later I was 
informed that I was a 
stand-bye This is quite 
humihatmg, I wanted to 
quit gracefully mstead 
of being kicked out The 


( decision is mine—and 
mine alone and there is 
no problem or 
controversy behind it 

Then why didn’t they allow 
you to join the Delhi coaching 
camp? 

1 didn’t join it on my ■' 

own 

Why? 

Because, I think the 
lengthy training 
schedules are both 
bonng and of little help 
Competitive spirit does 
not develop m such an 
atmosphere Moreover, 
after the nationals at 
New Delhi and Gwalior I 
had been contemplating 
over the date to say 
goodbye 

Do you regret your decision? ^ 

No I am quite happy 
Vaise bhee someday I 
would have had to put 
down my stick 
Would you return if the 
country needs your services? 

I am available for my 
coimtry and the game m 
whichever capacity the 
IHF wants to utilise my 
services I am always 
ready to give my 


S ometimes 

myncone 
was announced 
in the team and 
barely two hours 
later 1 was a 
’ stand-bye. This 
is quite 
humiliating. I 
, wanted to quit 
gracefully 
, instead of being 
' kicked out. The 
! decision is 
>' mine—and mine 
, alone.... 



best—and ti y to improve 
the standard of the 
game 

How? 

By coaching the 
promising youngsters 

Are you qualified to do the 
' job? 

It 18 such an irony I 
am an international 
player and have 
captained the country. 
but 1 am not an NIS 
therefore not qualified 
to coach*? Ah' 'nils 
disparity should be 
removed 

Talking of coaches Ganesh 
has been the national coach 
tor the last two years, some 
senior players and more 
particularly, Mohammad 
Shahid, have held him 
responsible tor the position 
which Indian hockey Is now 
In? 

Ganesh does not 
possess a magic-stick 
No coach with all new 
players can produce a 
world beatmg team in a 
year or two Then why 
should we expect 
miracles from him 
Ganesh came to the 


scene at such a time 
when no one was ready 
to build the team Since 
then he has performed 
quite fairly He should 
be given more time 
How can Indian hockey 
regain its lost glory? 

No changes should be 
made in the present 
team for at least four 
years Indian hockey 
has suffered due to 
regular changes which 
had adversely affected 
the performance 
greatly The frequent 
changes have always 
put the opponents at an 
advantage Take the 
case of Holland, West 
Germany and Australia 
there they observe the 
team for quite a long 
period without making 
any changes Teams 
perform badly but the 
selectors do not become 
pessimists Slowly the 
players develop an 
understanding and 
co-ordination to win 

We should follow this 
procedure But the 
youngsters should not 
be allowed to enter the 
national side directly 
When they are among 
the 18 they should be 
used as substitutes for 
short durations and 
when they gain the 
required experience and. 
temperament then only 
should they be allowed 
to play full time 

I agree that on 
Astro-turf no one can 
perform with full 
potential throughout 
the game, therefore, 
emphasise should be laid 
both on fitness and skill 
How do you rate India's 
chances for next year’s World 
Cup In Pakistan? 

Though the present 
team is talented and 
balauiced, it is too early 
to comment First let us 
watch how the team 
performs in the Asia 
Cup and in Australia 



Indian Airlines MP Singh 
clashes with a RFC 
forward in the JN Gold 
Cup 


In your absence who will be 
the captain? 

Pargat Singh or Sujit 
Kumar 

Are you satisfied with your 
career? 

On the whole. lam 
quite pleased with my 
peifoimance At the 
Seoul Asian Games I was 
the second highest 
.scorer with 11 goals and 
in the Seoul Olympics I 
was the third highest 
scorer with 5 goals 1 am 
the highest scorer f IBj 
for India against 
Pakistan 



In the Junior World 
Cup held in Kuala 
Lumpur, I emerged as 
the top-scoier with a 
tally of 12 goals (all 
penalty corner 
convex sions) a rer-ord 
which till date icmains 
unbroken Apai t from 
this I was chosen Uir the 
All-Asian XI which 
toured the Asian and 
African < imtinents I 
was the memtjer of the 
World XI along with 
three other 
Indians -Shahid, 
Soinmaya and 
Hardip— that played in 
Pakistan beffjre the 1986 i 
Asian Games | 

IntsrvlewMl by Shahid 
ChamUiary and Sanjay 
Srivaatava 


/ 

37 



SILLY POINT BY TRISHANKU 


No BoOiain, No Gower, No Tom! 


already spent 
W Rs 208 cm these 
“British 
newspapers and 
magazines,” I chided my 
wife. "How long do you 
intend oontmuing this 
extravagance?” 

She put down the copy 
of "Leicester Leader” 
that she had been 
reading "Gosh.iVs 
Shocking," she 
exclaimed "It’snow 
nearly three days, but 
not a word about any 
bandh” 

"Is the Opposition 
planning yet another 
bandh on the Sundeiji 
disclosure?” I asked 

My wife pomted out to 
the dozens of British 
dailies and weeklies she 
had discarded Shaking 
her head impatiently, 
“No, you Billy.” she uaid, 
"I was looking for bandh 
reports from Leicester 
and Somerset *Then I 
realized It should be 
Worcester and not 



Botham and Gower In happier times 


oould not oome out of his 
house in Pune,” 
explained iny wife. "And 
he received fo many 
threatening telephone 
calls. Several towns in 
Maharashtra Observed a 
dEqr's bandh.” 

"Now that you 
describe it. I seem to 
remember some of it,” I 
said 

"That’s good," 
responded my wife. 
‘There were morohaa, 
debates, newspaper 
editorials tog^her with 
the threat, "No 
Oavaskar, No Cricket ” 
Now, can you tell me 
why the people of 
Leicester and Worcester 
are so quiet over the 
dropping of Qower and 
Botham’” 

"Perhaps they are 
mamtainmgthe 
traditional stiff British 
upper Up,” I said 

"Iimnemberthe 
passionate statements 
made 1^ poUticians 


Somerset. Yet there has been no call for bandh m 
either Leicester or Woixsester ” 

"Something upset the Indian oommumty there’^” I 
queried 

“What has happened to your thinking’" she 
snapped “The b^dh has nothing to do with India or 
I Indians The Enghsh cricket selectors have dropped 
: Ian Botham and David Gower from the winter tours 
I to India and West Indies Believe itor not, not a single 
1 report of protests over their exclusion ” 

I 

1 “Should there be’" I asked 
I ’The British react so differently from Indians,” 

] pointed out my wife "No protests, no threat of 
I bandhs, no intimidation of Ted Dexter, nothitig No 
wonder, Britain has come to be regarded a third-rate 
world power " 

I “Why are you so wbrkea up over this”" I asked 

j "Gosh. I was only thinking about the time when 

the selectors dropped Sunil Gavaskar for a one-day 
, mternational against Australia somb years back," 

; said my wife "Do you n'ntiembci the hullaballoo 
, over the issue’’ 

I I shook my head “You knew I am not aU that 
j interested m cricket ” 
j “Chairman of the selectors, Chandu Borde 


when Oavaskar was dropptxl.” said my 
wife "But here not one pohtician has opened his 
mouth ” 

“They may think that Botham and Gower cue ever 
the hill,” I said 

"So far. I have checked 78 British daihes, 47 
weeklies and 23 fortmghthes,” she went on “Not 
one editor of these has filed a wnt petition 
chaUengmg the omission of Botham and Gower The 
British have really oome down in my esteem ” 

“That’s a pity,” I said 

“So far, there appears to be no move to find out 
what Mrs Thatcher feels cn this issue,” she said 
"We are so much prompt on such issues. I mean, on 
taking them to Mr Rajiv Gandhi ” 

"But then, the British are not so mature as we 
are,” I said 

"I think you have a point there,” conceded my 
wife "Unless the British launch a mass movement. 
’No Botham, No Gower. No Tour', they are doomed 
to occupy the last place in international cricket ” 

“Wasn’t Gavaskar taken back into the team after 
those protests’" I asked 

She nodded "As you laaid, that one action shows 
our maturity in these issues.” 
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forebearmg. the 
aubiim-haired 
Alaan Prost 18 a 
very sensitive 
man And it shows in the 
way he handles his 
machines Ahg^ht 
sensual touch of the 
steering, the calculated 
yet timely pressing of 
the accelerator and a 
brain which ticks away 
like the proverbial 
tune-bomb, Prost is one 
man who cruises to 
flawless victories m the 
Orand Pnz with his car 
moving like a nussile at 
speeds breakmg the 200 
mph barrier 
High precision 
movements and ultra 
fast reflexes have led to 
numerous victories for 
Prost whom Jackie 
Stewart calls, “the 
thinkmg man’s driver” 
Clocking an impeccable 
flag-to-flag win at Le 
Castellat, Prost drove 
his Marltoro McLaren 
Honda with such 
concentration that he 
became obhvious to the 
accidents on the circuit 
Driving at 195 mph, 
Prost paid no heed to 
Mansell who was 
constantly lapping at 
his heels No amount of 
flymg debns or bumps 
could deter him as he 
registered a flawless 
triumph Itwasvmtagre 
Prost all over agam, the 
man who can argiiably 
be called the ‘greatest 
driver’ ever 
But what makes Prost 
so special^ It has 
somethmg to do with his 
attitude on the track As 
he puts it, “At the wheel 
the g^reatest satisfaction 
is to be the complete 
master of your destmy 
Mistakes are forbidden 
Only the quahtioa of the 
driver enable him to stay 
on the track Except 
whenit isamechamcal 


fault 

French Champion, 
Ehiropean Champion. 
World Champion—alter 
nme seasons of Formula 
One, everywhere Prost 
goes, he is the best At 
Osterreiohring, Austria 
m 1987 when he 
registered his 24th 
Qrand Pnx victory, he 
equalled the record of 
Juan Manuel Fangio In 
1988 he overtook Jackie 
Stewart’s record of 27 
wins Tbdayheha8 38 
victories to his credit, 
each of which he has 
fought for with almost a 
oomputer-hke 
progp-amming of his 
mind 

But there is more to 
Prost than just breaking 
records Other than his 
obvious driving skills, it 
18 his attitude which 
makes the aU important 
difference Says Prost. 
“The drivers who say 
they don’t know of fear 
are imbeciles You have 
to be aware of the risks 
m order to tackle them 
better Yet there is even 
a pleasure m defeatmg 
fear” 

Moreover Prost is a 
modest man and says “I 
amgrood But I refuse to 
compare myself with 
Jim Clark and Niki 
Lauda You cannot 
igrnore Mansell whom I 
count among^ the best 
But for me Niki Lauda is 
the reference" 

Prost may be modest, 
but 60-year-old Stewart 
IS one who is all praise 
for Prost Says Stewart, 
"He 18 by far the best of 
the current drivers and is 
so committed to the job 
that everyone takes his 
abihty for gpranted But 
wliat really puts him 
above the rest is 
attitude He 18 patient, 
mentally able to deal 
with whatever situation 
a race throws up He is 
the ideal Orand Pnx 
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dnver ” 

Prost, nicknamed “the S| 



Professor" is cool, 
analytical and elegantly 
smooth on the track, his 
wisdom, experience and 
consistency placing 
him a cut above the rest 
Even now he retains the 
tenacity and aggression 
more typical of his 
younger days to be 
considered the ‘greatest 
driver’ of the decade, 
having won more races 
and scored more points 
than anyone in Formula 
One history 
There have been many 
champions but legends 
are a handful And Prost 
18 arguably the best in 
this elite hail of fame 
His comparison with 
other drivers, however, 
isdebateable It would be 
unfair to pit him against 
any of his contemporary 
drivers But going back 
in time, racing history is 
likely to throw up a 
least eight drivers who 
can claim to be the ‘best’, 
a slot Prost can annexe 
from them smoothly 
This racing octyl 
includes all time greats 
hke Niki Lauda, Jackie 
Stewait, Jim Clark, Jack 
Brabham, Juan Manuel 
Fangio, Graham Hill, 
Alberto Ascari and 
Stirling Moss 
• In 1954,Juan 
Manuel Fangio won the 
World Championship for 

Niki Lauda might have 
fared better but for his 
Nurburgiing crash 
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drivers and went on to 
win another four An 
incredible record of five 
ohampionshipe which is 
molikely to be equalled, 
let alone beaten. But 
Prost is the only man 
who can claim to coma 
anywhow near this 
record. In 1983, driving 
for Renault, hevpui 
beaten hy Nelson Piquet 
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hy just two points 
Again in 1084, despite 
winning seven Grand 
Ptix, he was edged by 
Niki Lauda who won live 
races and the World 
Driver’s Championship 
Prost lort to Lauda by 
the narrowest margm 
ever, half>a>point. In 
1986 and 1086 Prost 
won the World 











ChampionBlups Again. lUoIngtoaaotliBroiMof 

this year, with five raoes hla vtotorieeat Twiol a, 

to go. he has a dear over Italy in May 1*89 

aroh-rival Ayrton Senna 

and IB likely to go on to attain a speed of 100 

win the title this year milea per hour, which 

This makes him a close are nowhere near the 

contender to Fangio’s current lot while his 

record, at least negative point was his 

hypotlmtioally. sporadio brilliance 

Fangio'e machines, which deserted him at 

ho w ever, could only thnes. On the other 


hand. Frost baa been least nine to become a | 

consistent throughout world diampion This 

his career, a fact which makes Frost a better 

places him a diade above driver, even though one 

Fangio In the fifties, cannot take away the 

only seven ranee were credit ftrom Fangio 

held annually, which * Jack Brabham, the 

meant a vrin in three and tough and en d ea rin g 

two aeoandplaoea could AuBtraU%a, won 

guarantee a world title. fourteen OFe and has 

liiday. Frost has to race 

ineizteenraoee.winat Coiillnueiloiip«994i 









The story of the hardships that 
powerlifter Sumita Laha and 
Rekha Mai faced to mould themselves 
into international stars.., 


TANDINO next to li 0 r 
near ramahackle hut. 
silhouetted against the 
afternoon sun on a 
bhsterme: summer day. 
she looked very much an 
ordinary person 
As we approached, a 
soft, pohte smite nppled 
across her face—^now 
wet with 

perspiration—^m a silent 
gesture of s^reetingr and 
welcome And we were 
aware who she was No 
ordinary person, for 
sure At SO, she is an 
mtemational champion 
m a sport, not many 
Indians have dared to 
takeupsofar Rekha 
Mai, a simple, 
unobtrusive, low-profile 
girlof Belanagar, an 
obscure, almost 
insignificant village on 
the outskirts of 
Calcutta 

There was a tune m 
Rekha Mal*s life when 
her father Mom Mohan 
Sumita Laha: Mai. an ordinary 
Indomitable employee m Titagarh 
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>3 long, hard road to stardom 


jrity To Stardom 
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There wata 
ttme when her 
father, MonI 


n 


couM not even 
provide the 
equipment for 
the oniy passion 
that she wanted 
topniSue,iittle 
knowing that 
the diminutive 
unassuming. 






wouMone 
ciaybrinsthe 
workPs 
accolade to 
brighten up Ms 
oarkenM 
house, excelling 
In one of the 
toughest sports 
on earth. 


Photograph, Nikhil Bhaltachaiya 45 







As we 

approached, a 
soft, polite 
smile rippled 
across her face, 
in a silent 
I gesture of 
greetings and 
welcome. And 
we were aware 
who she was. 
No ordinary 
person, for 
sure. At 20, she 
is an 

international 
champion, in a 
sport not many 
Indians have 
dared to take up 
so far... 

steel factory could not 
even provide the 
equipment for the only 



passion that she wanted 
to pursue, httle 
knowing that one day 
the diminutive, 
unassuming, shy 
daughter of his would 
bnng the world’s 
accolade to his darkened 
house, excelling in 
powerlifting, one of the 
roughest sports on 
earth 

Rekha Mai started her 
sporting career playing 
kabaddi But her vision 
was tramed towards 
wider horizons Soon, 
under the coaching of 
Daipayan Chakrahorty, 
she took to powerlifting 

And trophies began 
pouring m and in fact 
have not stopped ever 
sinoe In 1982 she 
created a sensation 
becoming the state 
champion And Rekha 
Mai did not have to look 
back again 

From 1983 to 1986 
she remained the 
undisputed champion of 







national champion in 
h«r48kgcla88 In 1984, 
at Durgapur she was 
oonfened the title of 
Miss Bengal 

The first taste of 
international sucoess 
did not take long to 
oome, when at Santa 
Momca, USA, Rekha 
finished eighth, and 
subsequently won the 
sixth spot in a 
tournament m Austria 

Rekha became the 
victim of a conspiracy 
hatched by some self 
mterested sports 
ofl^cials and was barred 
from takmg part m any 
mternational meet m ’86 
and’87 

Rekha gave a fittmg 
reply to the injustice by 
winnmgan 
mternational 
Powerliftmg title m 
Japan in 1088 

Life obviously began 
to change for this shy 
modest girl All her 
childhood, and her teens 
she grew up m an 
environment where 
survival was a bitter 
struggle Poverty IS 
atrocious Education an 
unheard of proposition 
Life, one long unendmg 
drudggery borne m 
search of food and the 
other basic means of 
sustenance And here. 


Rekha Mai, just yet 
another girl firom the 
village, was making 
international news 
Those were the days 
when Rekha Mai passed 
through an mtozicating 
experience 

And there was more to 
oome Recently, m the 
1986 Karlsruhe World 
Games, in West 
Germany, Rekha stood 
third m her 48 kg class 
And Rekha had to make 
thetnpallon her own. 
asking for loans from 
friends and the only 
bank m the village, 
which granted her only 
five thousand rupees 

fllHERE IS a saying in 
A Bengali—if you put a 
bummg stove upside 
down, the flame will still 
go upwards And 
SumitaLahaof 
Begumpur is one 
personality who just 


Put* burning 
slovnupsidn 
down, the flamn 
ufistillgo 
upwards. And 
SumitaLahaof 
Bogumpurls 
ono personality 
who Just 
rofusosto 
accept defeat, 
extinction. 


refuses to accept defeat, 
stagnation Who refuses 
to beheve that the fire 
that she has witlun, can 
ever be doused, no 
matter what obstacles 
stand in her way 

Suimta Laha IS a 
person you cannot help 
but bemg proud of She 
IS the Strong Woman of 
Asia 

’The story of Sumita’s 
childhood and teens is a 



St jry of frustrating 
poverty Even a glass of 
milk was matter of 
luxury for her And yet. 


the fire that burned all 
the time, beneath the 


calm that she wears 
without, made her a 
champion sports person 
in her school 
And soon Sumita’s 
world began to expand, 
after she also joined 
ooach Daipayan 


Chakraborty’s 
powerlifting class m 
nelg' 'xiunng 
Belanagar 

In 1682 Sumita 
became the state 
champion and remained 
the undisputed power 
queen of the nation from 
1683 to 1688 in the 75 
kg class 

Sumita went abroad in 
16^, and won the third 
spot m an mternational 
meet m California In 
the fift International 
Powerliftmg Federation 
meet m 1985 Sumita 
earned the fourth place 
m Vienna 

But greater glory was 
still to oome Recently, 
m West Germany’s 
Karlsruhe Sumita made 
a world record hftmg 
225 kg in her 75 kg 
category 

It’s time we, Indians 
woke up to w^t we have 
m our backyards ’The 
fire, the talent that is 
lying uncared for, 
unhoned m the 
unknown recesses of 
our villages It is time 
we learnt to be proud of 
the Sumita Lahas and 
Rekha Mals For, 
therem lies our 
salvation, our 
deliverance from the 
mediocrity that have all 
along been plagumg us 
in the international 
sportmg arena Sumita 
Lahas and the Rekha 
Mals are our true 
messiahs 
AvrahwH BmiwiIm 
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Ayrton Senna, the yoiHV iqiitart, who no 
doubt te supeih by any standards. Wfth 
eighteen wins and one Driver's Worid 
Championship to his crecHt, he cm he 
arguabiy calm one of the best drivers on 
the circtdt But he lacks concentration. His 
temper being another negative 


thret'(1959, 1960 and 
I 1966) world 
' championuhips to hi 
' credit But Frost has 
already broken his 
I back-to-back world titles 
. itKxud and has far 
inoie uunibet of 
I viclones Brabham’s 
! perfoi mam-e was patchy 
! and inconsistent, but he 
was a dotci mint'd 
, fightei almost like the 
nuxlern dayThieriy 
' Boutsen 
I • Albt'rto Ascaii, 
Oiahani Hill and 
Stii Imjf Moss were gi eat 
] di ivers as well but 
I nowheieneai the class 
of Frost who, with his 
thinking abilities is a 
fai superior di iver The 
tno was 1 e<. kless 
reiving on bi ute power 
and datedevili y tather 
than meticulous 
planning which is a 
hallmark of Pi ost befoi e 
going for a 1 ace 
That leaves Jim Cllark 
Jackie Stewart and Niki 
Ijauda. three of the 
greatest ever dnvei s m 
the world The ti 10 share 
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76 GP wins and eight 
world championships 
(drivers’) amongst 
themselves Their 
comparison to Frost is 
more realistic 
• Jackie Stewart’s 
record of a career total of 
27 wins stood for 14 
years before Frost took 
over in the 1988 Estoril 
GP at Portugal Both are 
intelligent drivers and 
have the vital killer 
instinct which has 
resulted in such a 
stupendous number of 
wins But Frost has 
overtaken Stewart’s 
record by bagging 38 
wms in nine years while 
It took Stewart ten years 
to wm 27 races 
Moreover Frost has been 
more consistent, never 
i finishing a season 
I wthout a wm Stewart’s 
I performance has been 
patchy and on three 
occasions he won only 
one race, while he went 
without a win during 
one season Stewart 
himself has admitted 
that Frost is a better 


driver than him Says 
the racing legend, "I 
couldn’t zero onto a kill 
when a situation turose 
But Frost knows when 
to go for the jugular” 

• Battle-scarred Niki 
Lauda’s performances 
are outstanding Better 
than Alam Frost, his 
crashes and injuries 
notwithstanding, 
Lauda’s 24 wins m eight 
years make him a close 
contender for the ‘Best 
Driver’ title but his 
reckless attitude makes 
him less of a favourite 
Lauda’s self-imposed 
exile in the 1982 and 
1983 seasons robbed 
him of at least eight 
more GP wins Had he 
gone on for those two 
years, he would have 
become the greatest ever 
driver although his high 
standards took a fall in 
the 1985 season when he 
just won one race 

• In the pre-eighties, 

Jim Clark earned the 
sobriquet of the greatest 
driver ever But the 
meteoric nee of Frost in 
the eighties has put 
Clark’s achievements m 
the shade However, 
Clark 18 the only driver 
who 18 at par if not better 
than Frost Twenty five 
wms m seven seasons, 
two Driver’s 
Championships and 
three Con8tructO'’8’ 
Championships 
Competmg m 72 Grands 
Prix between 1960 and 
1968 he won 25, 
claiming 33 pole 
positions and 28 fastest 
laps 

Mere statistics cannot 
reveal the enormosity of 
his achievements Clark 
made it look so easy, so 
natural SomuchUke 
Frost who has raced 
different capacity cars, 
wmning an equal 
number of races 
Similarly Frost has 
competed m turbo and 


non-turbo cars, winmng 
with ease on both Clark 
and Frost are two 
drivers who have been 
stopped only by 
mec^iamcal failures 
The driving styles of 
the duo are almost 
similar—start fast, build 
up a grood lead and go m 
for the kill without 
risking your car While 
both have the capacity to 
wm m any kmd of 
machme—Clark used to 
race all kind of cars 
while Frost has won 
races m Renault, 
TAG-Porsche and 
Honda, all three 
different kmd of 
engines—both Clark amd 
Frost have won four 
French Grand Pnx 
races Clark never was 
easy with the Press 
neither was Frost 
Clark’s im timely 
death m 1968 at 
Hockenhiem cut short a 
brilliant career If it had 
gone on for another four 
years, it would have 
resulted m at least ten 
more wms and maybe 
one more world 
championship 
Of his 

contemporaries. Frost is 
most hkely to be 
challengfed by Niguel 
Mansell and Nelson 
Piquet 

• Piquet, with 20 wins 
and three Drivers 
Championships to his 
credit, IS one man who ’ 
could have become one 
of the best drivers m the 
world Moreover, his 
machmes have always 
been helpful But his 
typical Latin temper and 
lackadaisical attitude 
has taken him out of the 
reckoning He is the 
modern day Juan 
Fangio 

• Niguel Mansell, with 
15 Grand Prix wms, is 
another driver who, if 
his luck holds out, can 
pose a strong challenge 



HOW THE DRIVERS FARE ON POINTS 



GPs won 

World Cham* 

Constructors’ 



pkmshlpa 

(Drivers’) 

Championships 

Juan Fangio 

24 

10 (5) 

5 

Alberto Ascari 

13 

4 (2) 

2 

Jack Brabham 

14 

6 (3) 

2 

Jim Clark 

25 

4 (2) 

3 

Graham Hill 

14 

4 2) 

2 

Jackie Stewart 

27 

6 (3) 

2 

Stirling Moss 

Fittipaldi 

16 

14 

M2) 

3 

2 

Ntki Lauda 

25 

6 (3) 

4 

Nelson Piquet 

20 

6 (3) 

1 

Prost 

38 

4 (2) 

4 


Tettil 


39 (2) 

19 (9) 
22 (7) 
32 (5) 

20 ( 8 ) 

3S (3) 

19 (9) 

20 ( 8 ) 
35 (4) 
27* (6 
46* (1 


* Still Racing 

( ) No of Drivers' Championships 

For every GP won, one point is awarded, For every Drivers' Championship the dnver gets 2 points and for every constructois' 
championship he gets one point 



Prost zooms to yet 
another vlctory...thl8 
time at Monaco 

toProBt But then the 
36-yeaT-old Bnton has 
only a few years left and 
maly fizzle out without 
making any impact on 
Frost’s status 
• That leaves us with 
Ayrton Senna, the 
young upstart who no 
doubt IS superb by any 
standards With 
eighteen wins and one 
Driver’s World 
Championship to his 
credit, he can be 
arguably called one of 
the best drivers on the 
circuit But he lacks 
concentration His 
temper being another 
negative Senna tends to 
take unnecessary risks, 
placing him on the 
undependable list 
Which puts Prost 
right on top of the 
all-time great list Today 
wherever he goes, he is 
the best With 38 Grand 
Pnx victories and five 
more races to go this 
season he is poised to 
take a commanding lead 
over every other champ 
in the history of 
Formula I racing And 
he’s still got many good 
circiut years in him 
Jason Hsvelocfc 

NEWSMCN FEATURES 
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Yesterday’s 


Memories 


4C'- 

■ ^ 

ui 

■ ° 

■ 

■ 


T he rain in 
Spain fell 
mainly on 
Barcelona's 
unfinished 
Olympic 
stadium 
washing 
away the 

memories of Sebastian 
Coe’s poignant farewell 
to European 
competition 
Colin Jackson and 
Steve Backley were 
forced to wait in the- 
bowels of the stadium 
for the chance to 
underline, in the World 
Cup, that they new 
men for a new era 
People spoke of Coe in 
the past tense, almost as 
if he had already retired 
Attention was lavished 
instead on the hurdler 
and javelin thrower 
competing to replace 
him as the dominant 
personalities in British 
athletics 

Their relative youth 
will be regarded as no 
excuse for failure to 
appreciate why few 
make Coe’s transition 
from champion to 
celebrity llieymust 
remember that, in the 


future, their talent will 
be taken for granted 

If they are to make the 
breakthrough, the 
human chemistry must 
be right Coe’s ft«sh face 
and articulate nature 
helped create an 
enduring image of a 
sportsman who had 
discarded the blinkers 
worn by so many of his 
peers 

He remains, above aJl. 
a comforting figure, 
attractive both to 
commercial sponsors 
and armchair 
spectators Steve Ovett 
suffered by comparison 
because of a threatening 
edge to his personality 

In the same way that 
Ovett made conscious 
attempts to soften his 
image through 
television appeal ances, 
Tom McKean has tried 
hard to become more 


As Sebastian Coe and Steve Ovett 


f- 


j 

iWf 



fade from the limelight, it 
is the turn of Colin Jackson and 


Steve Backley to become the 


Steve Ovett: for yeer 
had the image of e 
threatening personal 


approachable With his 
highlighted hair, 
earrings and harsh 
Glaswegian accent, 'le 
appeared too 
intimidating for his own 
good 

Grace under pi essure 
18 an important asset in 
an age in which young 
athletes are encourag^^ 
to view themselves more 
as marketable 
commodities than 
so-called amateur 
sportsmen 

The trick is to be 
presentable without 
being bland, to be 
available without losmg 
sight of the need to train 
sensibly 

Backley has 
individualism if, at 20, 
he probably is too young 
to grasp the enormity of 
what he has achieved 


new men in a new era 








.Yus emergence \ 

-oar \ 

IS a measure of biB ' 

.^jactthatnoone 
jubts his potential to 
’lake the javehn, so 
often a distraction, 
compelling to British 
audiences 
Jackson’s major 
advantage is, like Coe. 
that he has a natural 
rival His duel with 
Roger Kingdom, the 
Olympic champion, has 
been one of the features 
of the sporting summer 
Kingdom admitted 
again last night that 
Jackson is a powerful 
source of motivation 
The pair truly identify 
with each other They 
know, too, that they are 
good box office 

Their mutual respect 
is based upon their 
ability to bring the best 
out of each other 
Kingdom's 

determination to excel in 
the season’s biggest 
meeting produced a 
performance which 
pulled Jackson to the 
quickest run of his 
career 

Though not as 
C’omfortable in front of 
the cameras, Linford 
Christie shares 


> 


i. 


‘ 1 ^ 


noil 


« 
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pRACK under pressure! 
U is an important asset 
in an age in wliicli 
young athletes are 
encouraged to view 
themselves more as 
marketable 
commodities than 
so-called amateur 
sportsmen 


Ro 9 «rKinfdl$in: 
iMtnabletoMMn 
•xtrvfMly went* 
of btai rivalry \iirlm 


Carl Lewis, the six-time 
Olympic champion, 
Roger Kingdom, the 
'world 110-metei 
hurdles record-holder. 
Butch Reynolds, the 
400-meter ace. Kenyan 
Paul Kreng, the 


Jackson's advantage of 
being in an explosive 
event There is a natural 
theatricality about 
sprint races, with the 
tension of the start 
being maintained 
during the 

single-minded surge for 
the line 

But to use the words of 
Coe. “sportsmen should 
never isolate themselves 
from reality ’’ He 
reminds them, in 
another favourite 
phrase, that “an athlete 
18 only ever an injury 
away from oblivion " 

It is that 

unpredictability tnat 
makes naming his 


successor so difficult * 
Fate may well determine 
that other, as yet little 
known, talents will have 
more lasting impact 

Track Stars* 
Agents Unite 

A gents and 

managers of the 
cream of world tracK 
and field formed a 
united front against 
amateurism, urging the 
sport's current 
overseers to treat the 
stars as full 

professionals and “move 
with the times ” 
Representatives of 


800-meter Olympic 
champion, and more 
than 20 other agent; set 
up the International 
Association of Athli-te 
Representatives aim;*d 
at abolishing amateui n 
and giving their clients 
complete freedom to i un 
their own affairs 
In a 10-pomt 
declaration, the newly 
formed agents' group, 
the lAAR, said it wanted 
to “protect the rights of 
athletes to compete and 
to earn compensation in 
a free and open 
market without 
restriction ” 

Typically, agents take 
a percentage ot the 


earmngsthey negotiate 
foi the athletes, whet tier 
for appearing at a iriu k 
meet or for 

product-endorsements 

Other lAAR pnipuaals 
included a 
recommendation to 
abolish the current 
concept of trust funds 
and replace it with a 
system in which athletes 
“freely, openly and 
honestly accept 
remuneration from 
meeting organisers and 
sponsois ” 

CurrcMitly, lees paid to 
many athletes go into 
trust funds from which 
the athlete may draw 
training and living 
expenses This is done to 
maintain the athlete's 
“amateur" status with 
spone gov<*rning bodies 

The agent.s also called 
for the lifting of all 
restrictions imposed by 
track’s governing 

body on the wear mg of 
sponsoi s’ names and 
logos dui ing 
competition 

Currently, the 
International Amateur 
Athletic Fed;-! atiun does 
not allow rompetitors to 
pi oniineritly display 
man ul.« t u r ers’ or 
advertisers names on 
thejr uniforms or 
equipment during 
< oinpetition 

‘ We 1 ecngnise w« cannot 
ourselves change the 
r ules,” said David 
Greifinger, an attorney 
for Lewis and the Santa 
Monica track club ‘But 
by issuing this 
declaration, we are 
saying these are the 
rules we want to be in 
place Now, lAAF, get 
with It ’ 

Greifinger said the 
sport was now virtually 
professional and that 
the world governing 
body had no option but 
to “move with the 
times ’’ 



FITNESSK 


The Home Stretch 



T his w(f-k we are 
into the 

CDru’liicting pal t of 
theaeiobic 
woi kouf that we have 
fx-eii serialising’ in this 
, lolunm Having already 
woi kill the othei parts 
ol I he bfxly, it’s just the 
hips buttocks and 
upjxji thighs that 
remain to be licked into 
shajx’ 

Ready‘s Ijet’s get 
slai ted he on the floor. 

I kniKis bi'nt and hands 
I he-ld out along your 
. sides Then htt your 
I hipsof the flooi, 

I kf>eping just your 
I shouldeis. aims and 
soles ol lec*t in contact 
with the floor Now, 

! keeping the hack oft the 
floor at all tunes, lift the 
hips while exhaling 
! fully .Just one pvHiit 
. hc'ie We ic not liKiking 
I for a lull torso htt it's 
• just a niinute htt ot the 
1 hi ps w ith a contraction 
I of thebutt(x-k muscles 
, and upper thigh 
nmselos Do this first set 
I of ten counting on 
eveiy htt of the 
hips with the kne<‘8 
about .shoulder-width 
ajiai t 

I ( )kay, now let s widi n 

the kiiw's as fai apai t as 
they 11 go Really stretch 
out the groin and keep 
t he knrt‘8 spread out as 
; you 1 ejjeat the hip lift 
(with buttock 
I i oiiti .ictionl that we did 
■ on the earlier exerci.se 
, (\)unt on every lift 
I getting to ten 
I Hope you’re breathing 
' out with every lift The 
' whoK'cffoit of doing 
ttusvvoikout ibtotnp 


the flab and it’s going 
to be counterprixluctivo 
if you don’t 

exhale C’nion. don’t lot a 
slight attack of 
embariassment ruin 
your workout Just 
breathe out nice and 
loud dta you lift your 
hips That’ll make sure 
you I'emember to keep 
exhaling 


Now, woi king your 
feet to a comtortable 
place, keep yoiii torso 
oft the floor as you bring 
your knees in and out 
Rest the mam part of 
your body weight on 
your shoulders and 
support yourself with 
your hands while 
swinging the knees in 
together and then out 


wide again Inhale when 
the knees go out. exhale 
when they come in 
Count on ever y inward 
movement of the knees, 
getting to ten 

Any pain yet*' No*^ 
C’lCKxt Stay in the same 
fKisitioii .IS the pievious 
exeic ise and chip youi 
ttiiglns together even as 
you settle into a 
fast hieathing jiattcrnof 
breathing in when you 
swmg the tiiighs open 
and breathing out vi hen 
you clap them together 
R<>m<*mber to kiHjp the 
torso oft the floor 
throughout th<‘exercise 
Count on ev*'! y clap of 
thighs, getting to ten 
and then going on foi 
another ten 
That s enough to relax 
the huttrx k and thigh 
inii.se les a htt 1c> Now 
keep the knei's together 
and the feet apart as you 
move into the next set of 
hip lifts Keep breathing 
out as you clench the 
muscles ol the buttocks 
and upper thighs to lift 
the hips even as your 
bac-k is kept well off the 
floor Count on every 
lift getting to ten 
And now bnng the 
feet together tex) 

Keeping both knees and 
feet together lift the 
hips while exhaling with 
each lift Count on evei y 
lift, getting to ten 
Now It’s time to ease 
the tension off a bit 
Bring the upper bexly 
back to the floor, stretch 
your legs out and relax 
for a count of eight 
Feeling better‘d Gcxxl 
Lift the right leg, grab 
hold of the right fexjt 
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with both hands and 
pull it into your body as 
much as you 

can even as you lift your 
head and shoulders off 
the floor Hold it in for a 
count of eight, then 
straighten the leg. 
holding the knee and 
pulling it as far up as 
you can Hold for 
another count of eight 
After that, keeping the 
leg held up above you. 
straighten the ankle so 
that the toes point at the 
ceiling, flex the ankle to 
point the toes towards 
your face and repeat the 
whole sequence again 
Gradually ease that 
leg down and lift the left 
leg to 1 epeat the exact 
procedure that we’ve 
just done with the right 
leg In towards your 
body, up above you. 
point, flex, pxiint again 
and flex again 
After that, grab both 
feet by the insteps and 
pull them into your 
groin while lifting your 
head and shoulders off 


■the floor to assume an 
almost ball-like position 
Pull the feet in as much 
as you can. counting on 
each pull to get to ten 
Then, still keeping your 
head and shoulders off 


the floor, hold your 
knees from the inside 
and push your legs wide 
open Really push them 
open as you strive lor 
total flexibility of the 
groin Count on every 


push getting to ten and 
then going for .inottier 
ten 

That’s If Wh(‘w. tough 
work, isn't it‘^ Hut it’s 
worth it. tx'lieve mo 
Juststietch yoiii legs 



out. throw your ai ms 
out above yoiu tiead and 
lelax Lett he heait wind 
down and the iiuiai les 
ease off the tension 
Once you’re fwhng a 
little bottei. slowly got to 
your feet and do some 
wanning down 
exeicisPH Rotate youi 
head slowly on your 
shoulders, starting fioni 
the right and 
completing two lull 
rotations Then inverse 
for another two 
roUdions After that 
bend from the waist and 
rotate your trunk 
slowly Do two clcx’kwise 
and then revei st* for two 
anti clockwise 
Don’t go and flop 
down under the fan yet 
Just walk about or even 
carry on with very light 
stretches till your body 
totally cools oil and t rien 


call it a day 






LLINTHEQAIIEHM 


Science Goes Places 


You can do it yourself now 


THIS oolunm oomea with a health waminsr 
this week. It should not be read by anyone with 
a nervous dla^XNBition—so horrifying is the 
news fbr mountaineers, explracers and other 
sporting people who see nature as the most 
stimulating opponent. 

The world d medicine (never short of inven¬ 
tions, are thsy?) has now given to us a (hold 
your breath!) do-it-yourself dentistry kit It 
has a nice name too (in case you’re conjuring 
up nice visions)—Dentanurse It comes in 
‘Standard’ and ‘Traveller’ versions All the 
stuff that mghtmares are made of are there 
hardening agent, mixing tray, spatula, probe 
and Uie little mirror—plus most horrifying of 
all—morbid instructions. 

This little self-tortme kit was invented- 
under severe stress—by a mountaineer called 
Tony Lees, losing the filling of his front tooth 
when 10,000 feet up a Swiss Alp, Lees gritted 
his teeth through the sub-aero cold as he made 
his way to Uie bottom. But worse was to follow 



The village dentist had gone away! Another 
two days of agony, durmg which Lees did 
some serious thinking, «uid the result was the 
DIY dentistry. Last we heard, he was looking 
for some tie-up deals. 


Tennis’ first mama 


And most patient 



Next to running for 
the U.S Presidency, 
playing the pro- 
tennis drouit Isone of 
the cruelest tests of 
character and endur¬ 
ance ever devised 
Now there is a sepa¬ 
rate marathon for 
tennis parents. Mar¬ 
ias Vioarlo de San¬ 


ches of Barcelona 
became the 

first mother to have 
three children play¬ 
ing in the U S Open 
on the same day 
Mrs Vioario San¬ 
chez battled through 
the narrow oorridcAa 
and milling crowds of 
the National Tbnnis 


Centre to watch her 
daughter Arantxa, 
17, win her match on 
court 16 Then she 
watched Javier, 21, 
lose on court 6, and 
immediately moved 
on to see Enuho, 24, 
win on court 3 
"I am very proud,” 
Mother said. 

Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicano opened her 
110111111/8 triple header 
with a straight set 
victory over Cammy 
MacGregor of La 
Quinta, California. 
While Arantxa 
bounced cdf to her in¬ 
terview, her mother 
waded through the 
crowd to watch Javier 
play Milan Srejber, a 
6-foot-8-inch 
Czechoslovak 
With the pungent 


odor of burning meet 
swirling from the 
concession stands, 
Javier and Srejber, 
clawed each other in a 
match full of primal 
screams m Spamsh 
and Czechoslovak. 
Javier lost the fifth 
set and bolted for the 
clubhouse without 
oatchmg his {pother’s 
eye ”I will see him 
later.” she said 
“Right now it hurts.” 

Then she moved 
next door to where 
12th seeded Emilio 
plashed Darren Cahill 
of Australia. Af^ six 
and a half hof^ of 
struggle and mother¬ 
ly devotion Vioario de 
Sanchez was re¬ 
warded with a four- 
set victory by herald- 
est son. 





Competition For Carl 


It s the truth! 


The Mike Tyson-Carl 
•"The Truth" Wilhams 
bout goes on Tyson 
making headlines 
with his ever- 
lengthening criminal 
record—and ‘The 
Truth’ claiming that 
he shot far more peo¬ 
ple and that he led a 
past of far greater cri¬ 
minality But there’s 


one boxer who’s out¬ 
done them both 
Qraoiano Rocchi- 
giani, the IBF super 
middle weight champ 
had been arrested in 
Berlin recently on 
charges of white slav¬ 
ery, procuring and 
extortion And that’s 
the ‘truth’, eh Carl’ 
Try and match that' 
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HIM 


In 1986, January, Peter Dickerson was given 
nme months to hve Today he flies to Singa¬ 
pore to represent Britain at badminton, 
squash, the high jump and possibly swim- 
ming 

In 1987, September, Tonya Knights was 
receiving dialysis four times a day and was 


fe-wiSa 


A New Life To Live 


And hope for the others 

constantly tired Today she leaves with Peter 
to represent her country in the HOO metres and 
almost certainly other track and field events 
Peter, Tonya and the other 19 athletes in the 
team have one thing in common eac-h of them 
have undergone a lifesaving heart, liver or 
kidney transplant operation and recovei ed to 
lead a full, active life They have also competed 
in the seventh World Transplant Games 
Peter, a 28'year-old disc jwkey from Nor¬ 
wich. received a heart and lung transplant in 
October 1986 at Papworth Hospital (Jam 
bridge, after he had contracted a virus in 
Tunisia He says. “Life is 100 times better for 
me now than when 1 was ill, and 1 appreciate 
everything so much Wvirse I never take any¬ 
thing for granted ’’ 

Tonya, a ao-year-old accountant assistant 
who also lives in Noiwich, contrar ted a bUxid 
disease from glandular fever in 19H5 Two 
years later she had a kidney transplant at 
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Cambridge 
The athletes hope to equal the team's 
triumph m Austria two years ago,when Bri¬ 
tain hmshed top of the medal table 
Tesun manager Peter Griffin, renal trans¬ 
plant surgeon at Cardiff Royal Infirniary. 
said, “They are not running for tbernsolves 
they are running for all the patients still on 
the waiting lists, and, more importantly, for 
all the donor families ’ 






FOOTBALL HOOLIGANISM 


Italy 


T 


HE question 
will not go 
away lathe 
human cost 
of staging a 
game of 
international 
football 
justifiable*^ 
Each shattered shop front, 
every terrified bystander, deepens 
the sense of guilt by association 
with the England soccer team 
The team were smuggled out of 
their Stockholm hotel by a side 
door to avoid the supporters, 
massive outside the entrance It 
was an example of the indigmties 
that have come to characterise the 
English national game 
Football folk tend, through 
force of circumstance, to operate 
m a vacuum Sitting in the 
relative peace of the Hasunda 
Stadium when England played 
Sweden last month It was 
difhcult to place into perspective 
the news of widespre^ 
disturbances filtering through 
from the city centre 
Though it transpires that those 
disturbances were exaggerated, 
the consequences of ignoring 
soccer's volatility are written on 
gravestones from Turin to 
Toxteth 


The argument that England’s 
presence in next summer’s World 
Cup finals will be mflamatory is 
difficult to answer One fears that 
Italy in 1990 is a tragedy waitmg 
to happen, the inevitable target of 
the ultra right-wing gangs who 
contaminate football throughout 
Europe 

Bert Millichip, the Football 
Association chairman, was forced 
into a familiar corner when the 
England party were on the way 
back from Sweden 
“I’m not going to hide from the 
fact that we are followed by people 
who have no interest in the 
match,’’he sa'd “They come 
looking for trouble, knowing 
their ‘opposition’ will be waiting 
^ for them But not playmg football 


1990: A Tragedy 






VattingTo Happen 







will not solve the problem ” 

Here was a decent, if 
ooQasionally misgruided, man 
attemptmg to come to terms with 
a problem which, it seems, is 
beyond even the scope of 
governments Little wonder his 
voice echoed with a mixture of 
bewilderment and resignation 
Like drug abuse, the other 
cancer eating away at modem 
sport, the export of soccer violence 
cannot be wished away by brave 
words alone Itcan, however, be 
hampered by the abandonment of 
England friendly matches m such 
ludicrously accessible Western 
European venues as Rotterdam 
At the moment too much is 
being sacrificed for the 
oonvemence of the moment' 

Taken in that context, Bobby 
Robson unwittmgly did himself a 
disservice after the Sweden match 
when he succumbed to his rehef 
and applauded the English fans 
peimed mto a comer of a deserted 
ground 


T he English iootboll 
authorities' 
argument about 
not heeding the ccdl to 
withdraw from the 
World Cup is that used 
in the fight against 
terrorism. Blackmailers 
should never be seen to 
be successful 


That those ticketless supporters 
were, for the paltry sum of £5, in a 
position to respond to his gesture 
of recognition, highlighted the 
overwhelming self interest that 
makes one doubt whether the 
authorities have a sense of 
hoohganism being a collective 
concern 

Equally, the release, without 
charge, of those, detained 
overnight by the Swedish police 
underlines the fundamental flaw 
in the measures being prescribed 
to Parliament by Colm Moynlhan, 
the Sports Minister Convictions 
are essential to any strategy 
designed to prevent 
troublemakers from travelling 

Regrettably we must live with 
the reality of well-organised 
groups of hoohgans bemg able to 
travel The hardcore will And a 
way to be m Poland next month 
Just as disturbingly m Stockholm 
one detected they are growing in 
confidence 

There was, to be sure, a 
revoltmg familiarity about them 
stmttmg around the city centre, 
mdulgmg in the Facist salutes 
that have become as much a 
trademark as the casual damage 
they mflict with their empty beer 
bottles 

But. in a new departure, some 
began approaching joumahsts, 
boasting that they “didn’t care” 
about the consequences of their 
conduct Reason IS an alien notion 
to such characters 

The English football authorities' 
argument about not heeding the 
call to withdraw from the World 
Cup IS that used in the Aght 
against terrorism Blackmailers 
should never be seen to be 
successful 

But one has to say the 
bewildered faces of passers-by in 
Stockholm’s city centre will live 
longer in the memory than the 
goalless draw which all but 
oonArmed England’s qualification 
forthe Anals 
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CALCUTTA SENIOR DIVISION 

SOCCER league 


East Bengal SeemT 


I t has been an 
niauRpicious 
centenary year 
for Mohun 
Bag-an which 
had always 
believed in their rich 
trjidition and their 
8 oe( ei But sadly 
enough, this reputed 
elub was plagued by 
intoi nal biekei mgs 
which spoiled the much 
pi omised 

“extravaganza" and 
their involvement in the 
scandalous An lines 
Ciold Cup match against 
Mohainmculan Sporting 
left Ragan with only one 
choice to salvage its 
image wintheOroupA 
league title 
Bagan tx'gan th< 
league with great hopes 
and enthusiasm A 
victory over East Bengal 
in the first appearance 
ensured Bagan of a first 
round lead But not 
without anothei beating 
of the club’s leputation, 
ixiurtesy the belligerent 
Subrat a 

BhattcU'harya his 
intolei able antics 
dui ing Ragan's tic 
against Aryan after 
which he Wtus fined and 
banned 

Since that fateful tie, 
Bagan played thirteen 
matches at the time of 
going to press And 
vt hat do w e see'’ Ragan’s 
chatu'es going into 
nbscuiity The second 
lound of matches was a 
sad stoiy of 

misadventuies. turnout 
and rnisbchavoui Even 
tlie matches they won 
were f lom hard earned 
go<ils scotei’ after the 
Cheema boots home 
East Bengal’s third goal 
against Sonall Siblr 




ave Wrapped It Up 






breather 

With the absence of a 
few stalwarts Bagan’s 
performance was 
lackadaisical 
Sometimes insipid The 
jumors were missing a 
hatftil of chances m 
every match For the last 
couple of matches, 
Subrata Bhattacharya 
made his re-emergence 
as the IFA hfted the 
suspension on him At a 
time when Bagan was 
fmding the going tough 
against modest 
opposition the veteran's 
presence was 
imperative 

In the tie against 
Police, the home side 
was shabby They 
couldn’t make one 
positive move in the first 
half But when 
Bhattacharya came in 
thmgs began to take 
shape 

After conceding 16 
points (13 ties) It became 
vitally important to 
score over Police who 
had held them goalless 
in the first meeting 
Keeping this m mmd 
Bagan should have 
made siege of the rival 
defence, but the story 
was the other way 
round Pohce gave them 
the shudders on two 
occasions But 
Bhattacharya finally 
came to the rescue when 
he surged m to tap m the 
ball 

Earher, Kumartuh 
drew with Bagan to 
enable East Bengal take 
an advantage of a 
ten-point lead And this 
has assured the 
reigning champions the 
title for yet another year 

Bagan’s poor form 
perhaps is due to the 
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Debashls Ray makes his 
debut for Ba^n against 
Kumartuli this season 

lack of motivation and 
encouragement of the 
club officials Amal 
Outta IS partially to 
blame for the debacles 
He should have kept 
track of the jumors 
since they would be 
asked to play in the 
absence of the stalwarts 


Now he’s blaming the 
juniors for what has 
happened Subrata 
Bhattacharya as well as 
Bagan’s captain Sishir 
Ghosh have criticised 
the coach for not taking 
active mterest in the 
boys even the team 
selection wasn’t good 
enough 

However, the tempers 
somewhat died down 


8 * 




Mohammedan SC 
midfielder Shankar 
Sadhu moves in for the 
kill against Milan Samity 

when the\ had a big win 
Ai\ tn Foi miist 
pai 1 1 ) 1 1 hi' g.inio they 
tcx>k full .uKaiitage ol 
thedi'feusuc 
delu’U'iK’ies and pumped 
in thm* lattei hall goals 
Some fuiiholation But 
ran thev nuke a liiiai 
ohase when they pla» 
tht big matcl'i's*’ At the 
moment Bagan look a 


very disheartened lot 

E ast BENGAL seems 
to keep their 
jubilation concealed It's 
better They have been 
winning their matches 
and in then last game 
against Sonah Sibir they 
had a facile win 
(3-0)- all scored in the 
second half 

Cheema and Ranjit 
Saha have been the main 
goal gettei s but tdl 50 
minutes of play both 
failed to find the Sonah 


net Tne fans looked 
uneasy Coach PK 
Banerjee had to take a 
gamble He substituted 
Rargit Saha for the long 
laid off or should be say 
missing' Kuljit Singh 
The fans jeered PK who 
was finding it 
intolerable It was a 
natural feeling of the 
home crowd for they are 
now more ravenous 
about the league title 
East Bengal went 
closer to the title Kuljit 
Singh silenced the fans 


when he, within 30 
seconds of his entry, 
dodged past stopper 
Kartick Karar and 
slammed home a beauty 
And within eleven 
minutes Madanlal and 
Cheema added two more 
Sonah are no beaters 
but this was the side 
which gave East Bengal 
an initial fright striker 
Subashis Karmakar's 
attempt hit the side net 
But that didn't make any 
difference for East 
Bengal's attack found 
the edge with Kuljit's 
entry One hopes the 
Punjabi striker does 
produce some more of 
the stuff if he is to get 
back the confidence of 
the supporters 

M ohammedan 

SHORTING still 
remain m the thud 
slot- and presumably 
will remain so The two 
matches they played last 
week were won by late 
goals Although they 
have lost their chances 
of a comeback, then ties 
draw large ci owds 
because of the 
highly-paid stars 
Against Geoi ge 
Telegraph they lacked 
coordination and 
imagination Nothing 
went right for them end 
in comparision the 
George boys made an 
effort but failed to mske 
inroads 

In fact, the crowd was 
leaving the ground 
when Sadhu saved the 
day two minutes from 
full time This same 
player was again the 
hero against Milan 
Samity As the league is 
nearing its culmination 
most matches are drab 
and dull The league has 
definitely taken the 
steam out of all the 
teams 

SutihMh Sarcar 
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Tamil Nadu versus Western Australia 


STATE VS STATE 


i 

I 


I 

I 


Twas 
inaugrurat- 
ed at Perth 
last year 
And by the 
time of the 
second 
senes of 
matches 
between Western 
Australia and Tamil 
Nadu for the M G 
Kailis-Chemplast 
Trophy at Madras last 
week, it was obvious 
that the competition was 
here to stay 
The series of matches 
18 the brainchild of the M 
G Kailis group of 
companies in Perth and 
Chemicals and Plastics 
m Madras The two had 
business connections 
and both companies 
were promoters of the 
game So the idea of a 
series of matches 
between the two leading 
states m their respective 
countnes came up By a 
happy coincidence when 
the senes was 
maugux ated last year at 
Perth, both states were 
champions m their 
respective national 
competitions TheRanji 
Trophy, and the 
Sheffield Shield 
Tamil Nadu fared 
badly on the tour of 
Western Australia last 
year They not only lost 
the scheduled four-day 
trophy game by an 
innmgs inside three 
days, but also went 
down m two other one 
day games To be fair to 
the visitors, however, it 
must also be stated that 
they were without 
Snkkanth and W V 
Raman, both of whom 
were doing duty for 
India at the Asia Cup m 


Bangladesh 

This time it was 
Western Australia’s 
tui n to field a depleted 
side They were without 
mternationals Geoff 
Marsh and Tim Zoehrer 
But they still had in 
their ranks at least 
seveii players who had 
donned national colours 
m skipper Gi aeme 
Wood, Tom Moody, Mike 
Veletta, Chris Matthews. 
Tom Hogan. Ken 
Macleay and Bruce 
Yardley Tamil Nadu for 
their part had six who 
had represented 
India-^nkkanth, V B 
Chandrasekhar, W V 
Raman, B Arun, M 
Venkatramana and 
Robin Singh So this 
time everything seemed 
set for a much better 
contest 

The visitors started 
the short tour of south 
India badly losing to 
TNC A XI in a one day 
match at Coimbatore 
and then losing another 
one day game to 
Karnataka XI at 


Bangalore Tamil Nadu 
also had the better of the 
trophy gtune Centuries 
by Chandrasekhar (119) 
and B Arun (104) 
supported by a fine 90 
by P C Prakash enabled 
Tamil Nadu to score 
503 After being 
tormented by the home 
team batsmen for two 
days. Western Australia 
were tormented by the 
spinners on the third 
day and ended with a 
score of 271 for eight 
wickets This was 
possible because of a 
fighting 89 by Wayne 
Andrews who enabled 
the visitors to recover 
from the precarious 
position of 122 for five 
There was every 
chance of Tamil Nadu 
forcing an outright 
victory on the final day, 
which alone could give it 
the trophy according to 
the rules But with rain 
totally washing out the 
final day’s play the 
match ended with 
Western Australia 
keeping the trophy by 


Srikkanth and Graeme Wood: the rival captains 




virtue of being the 
holders 

The visitors had one 
other importauit 
consolation though 
They won the one day 
game against Tanul 
Nadu, which was played 
in the middle of the four 
one day game Western 
Australia scored 220 for 
nine in 45 overs with the 
highlight being a 
fighting unbeaten 55 by 
JimBrayshaw Despite a 
gallant 69 by Robin 
Singh, Tamil Nadu 
could only get 191 in 
39 3 overs in their reply 

There have been 
several spin-offs and 
developments, 
cricketing and 
otherwise, following the 
institution of this 
annual senes of 
matches Both 
companies are involved 
through the 
Indo-Australian Joint 
Business Council in 
improving business and 
commercial ties between 
the two nations 

The WACA and TNCA. 
besides the two 
sponsors, are conhdent 
that the series will 
provide good 
opportumty for the 
cricketers to have 
exposure at 
international level and 
provide a stepping stone 
for the states’ young 
cncketers towards 
national representation 
In fact, three Tamil 
Nadu cricketers V B 
Chandrasekhau', Robin 
Smgh and M 
Venkatramana went on 
to represent India not 
long after they returned 
from Western Australia 
last November 
Partab Ramchand 
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PLAYERS COME PLAYERS GO 


I an Rush it seenui la 
■Uppingr up. bav. 
Ingp tailed to score 
in the first 3 League 
games of the season 
the critics reckoned 
that he was finally 
getting to feel the 
strain But, you won’t 
believe it, Ian ain’t 
worring at all He 
knows the goals will 
come in time 
Says Ian, “I don't 
feel any pressure 
There's always a 
tough battle for 


places here, It’s Just 
something Z have to 
overcome If you don’t 
score loadsagoals 
right from the start of 
the season, though, 
some people will al> 
ways say you are not 
the player you used to 
be 

But I have set high 
standards for myself, 
and I can assure any¬ 
one that I am a better 
allround player than I 
was before I went to 
Italy ” 


AN EFFORT IN VAIN 


F IFA'S demand for 
all-seater World 
Cup ties came too 
late to save five Nige¬ 
rian fans All died of 
suffocation at the tra¬ 
gic quauiying match 
against Angola in 
which Nigerian star 


Samuel Okwajiri also 
collapsed and died. 
The Lagos national 
stadium has a 60,000 
official capacity but 
neutrals estimated 
that at least 70,000 
were jammed in to see 
Nigeria win 1-0 


E asy come easy 
go where mon^ 
is concerned for 
Dutch Champions 
PSV Eindhoven Not 
only are they backed 
by the Philips Elec¬ 
trics Corporation, 
they raked in £3 mil¬ 
lion from the sale of 
Ronald Koeman to 
Barcelona 

PSV spent 

£660,000 during the 
summer on Michael 


Boerebach as Koe- 
man’s replacement 
and splashed out 
another £700,000 on 
African Footballer of 
the Year Kalusha 
Bwalya. Then because 
World Cup action 
kept Brasilian striker 
Romario away for the 
start of the season, 
PSV laid out a further 
£3 8 million on Col¬ 
ogne’s Danish hero 
Fleming Poulsen 


SNUBBED BY THE IDIOT BOX 


I PSWICH’S Sergei 
Baltacha was the 
centre of confusion 
at the end of the Oleg 
Blokhin Farewell 
match in Kiev. Just 
before the end veteran 
Blokhin scored to 
give the World XI a 
3-2 lead over the 


Soviet Union select 
The television camer¬ 
as then concentrated 
on Blokhin to the ex¬ 
clusion of everything 
and everyone else 
No-one outside the 
stadium saw Baltacha 
score a late, late 
equaliser 
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CONTRACT 
FAIR 
OR FOUL? 

S OVIET soooer 
offtoials will have 
to learn to read 
the small print-of 
transfer arrang^e* 
ments. 

When Spain’s Sevil¬ 
la sigpaed world class 
g'oalkeeper Rinat 
Dasayev last spring 
they inserted a clause 
obliging the Soviets 
to provide a player “of 
similar international 
stature” should 
Dasayev be injured. 

The keeper aggra¬ 
vated an old leg in¬ 
jury in pre-season 
training and Sevilla 
coach Vicente Canta- 
tore immediately in¬ 
sisted that the Soviets 
send star striker Oleg 
Protasov as replace¬ 
ment Soviet officials 
thought it was a 
joke—-until they re¬ 
read the oontract 


CHARITABLE SCHUMACHER 


T oni Schumacher 
has put the cat 
among the pi¬ 
geons at Turkish 
champions Fener- 
bache 

The controversial 
West German goal¬ 
keeper has forced the 
resignation of presi¬ 
dent Kasim Kaya by 
revealing how he, 
Schumacher, paid 
more than £100,000 
out of his own pocket 
in bonuses to his 
teammates at the end 
of last season 


Schumacher says 
“It shouldn’t have 
been up to me I am 
club captain not club 
president But Kaya 
came to me saying 
that he just didn’t 
have the money for a 
few weeks to honour 
the bonuses the club 
had promised So I 
paid them " 

Kaya has now quit 
and the new directors 
have already taken 
steps to reimburse 
former international 
Schumacher 
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MILES of desert under a 
heartbreaking' blue sky, hemmed 
in by endless stretches of thorny 
bush—^a harsh virgpn territory 
void of human encroachment A 
few fault tracks cnss-cross the 
sand dunes but there are no roads, 
no power lines and no 
shimmermg water holes 
R^asthan hasn’t changed much 
since the turn of the century 
Expect, of course, for the mode of 
transport A few ancient, 
wheezing four wheel drive 
vehicles have replaced the 
ungainly yet functional camel 
drawn carts The horses ridden by 
the herce lU^put warriors have 
been replaced by open topped 
Gypsies The swords and spears 
by cameras and video equipment 
Very few people dare to brave 
these savage conditions armed 




toollMrof Nuuiu TMMita, nm 
ahead of t he m otoroyollsts on 
Ida Tmbb TVB-Saittki Supra 
work* hike 
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This year's Great Desert Himalaya 
Raid organised by HRA was one of the 
toughest in the history of motor sports 
in India. Six hot days in the desert and 
then onto the dizzying heights of the 
Himalayas. Avik Lee reports. 


only with a compass to get them 
out of the desert, constantly 
shifting sand dunes making all 
other modern navigational 
equipment useless To do the 
Great Desert Himalaya Raid, 
which lets you get a taste of the 
desert for six days and then 
throws you mto the dizzying 
heights of the Himalayas, it needs 
a very special breed of 
adventurers not those who 
only dream about it but those who 
axe wilhng to risk their hves to 
face the unknown 
Embroiled m the us ual 
controversy which seems to go 


hand m hand with all sport in 
India, Farad Bathena has 
navigated turbulent waters to 
become the king of rallyists in 
India Ever smoe he replaced Riy 
Bagri, the man who has navigated 
him through approximately eight 
outright wins m national events 
since 1986, with Farokh 
Ciommissanat, there had been 
numerous rumours about his 
future But he proved everybody 
wrong by winning the Desert 

Rahil Taneja is fast emerging 
as the new challenger in the 
two wheeler category 














Himalaya Raid once again this 
yeai Using the same Mahindra 
with a Mitsubishi engine which he 
used last year he led the pack 
right till the finish at Manali 
Of the two enti les from abroad, 
Virendra Anand and David 
Fox-Pitt in their Lancia Delta were 
almost non-startei s During the 
Prologue from Delhi to Jaipur to 
decide the starting order, their car 
packed up after the first 
competitive itself when a pin 
sheared in the geai box and blew a 
hole through the casing It was a 
very embarrassed driver and 
co-driver who were towed into 
Jaipur But the fun really started 
when his motley service 
crew —comprising of bankers, 
journalists, doctors and free 
loaders- started flipping through 
the owner’s manual' They tried 
everything to get the cai back 
onto the road, unsuccessfully 
What’s worse, the Lancia Delta 
that they had brought down from 
Hong Kong w.*a a front wheel 
drive car Surely someone must 
have informed him that 


Lt Col Sandhu negotiates Ik bend 
in the competitive sector at 
ChaU 

nothing but a four wheel drive 
would do 

A very low keyed Virendra 
Anand said, “We came to 
participate in the GDH Raid just for 
fun It seemed a good way to see 
the country Regardmg his service 
team he said,* It was not possible 
for me to get a professional crew 
because that costs money I had 
already spent a lot of money m 
preparing the car so it was next to 
impossible”This comment raised 
quite a few eyebrows because he 
had anyway spent close to rupees 
eight lakhs for this rally Avery 
expensive picme, as it turned out 

Prom Jaipur, the route selected 
to get the rallyists to Udaipur 
created a lot of chaos Face notes 
made a fev' days earlier did not 
tally with the terraui Sand dunes 
shifted and six cars approached a 
passage control fixim the wrong 
direction, eventually having to 
make a 2-km detour to get back on 


the right track The others went 
around in circles following each 
other, because recent rams in 
Rajasthan made the tracks 
invisible It was only after fmding 
a landmark that they got back 
into the right track Even Farad 
Bathena got lost initially, and 
said, “It was only luck that got us 
out ” The team manager of the 
army team quipped, “This terrain 
cannot stop the army vehicles ” In 
fact, the army who carry out 
regfular exercises m the desert 
were the only people totally at 
home with the compass 
Tutu Dhawan m his Eicher 
Mitsubishi Canter was the last of 
the cars to stagger in at Udaipur 
Havmg spent more than three 
hours m the competitive section 
stuck m a nver bed—a sharp turn 
followed by all-out braking to 
avoid a Jonga stuck m the mud 
saw him boggled down—his 
teammates eventually sought the 
help of the villagers who lifted one 
end of the 3-ton truck and placed 
itonsandbagfs A member of the 
Eicher Mitsubishi Canter team 
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1 U Col H S Sandhu Eicher Canter 22 42 09 

i Maj ^ay Shukla 

^ Trigun Pathania 


Farad Rathana and Farokh 
Commissariat with the over all 
winner trophy 



said, “We spent more time with 
picks and shovels and driving 
channels than at the wheel of the 
truck ” The driver of the other 
Canter Lt Col Sandhu exclaimed, 
“We spent more time in the air 
today than on the ground” 
Nobody envied these guys in their 
trucks because the truck took off 
at every bump on the road Grood 
fun. if you are watching, but hard 
on tlie people inside the truck 
The motorcyclists had a 
relatively easy run till Tldaipur 
following the tracks made by the 
^cars a head of them A few falls 
being the only damage Fahil 
Taneia of the TVS-SUZUKI team 


on the Supra, a woi ks bike had 
already pushed into the le,id 
followed by his teamates the 
Najappas 

In this modern era of rallvist.s 
on motoi cycles the 21 yeai old 
Rahil Taneja brother of N'klnl 
Tane|a, is decidrvilv unusual 
cracking jokes, often aimed at 
himself He do<*s howevtu take 
himself soriouslv enough when 

Walter Petersen and Kishie 
Gttngli in their Suauki Sidekick 
had to drop out at the 
Bikaner-Surajkund section 
because they luul a 3 hour 
penalty slapp^ on tor miaeing 
a paaaage control 


the occasion demands In other 
words he seems .\ rn'raon at ease 
with himself 

Although I'.uad Ratliena has 
ttie lepi't itiou .IS ttif> |okei jn the 
pa' k R »tui IS I.'*-' '•lucTgingas 
the new f ti diengei leady to show 
thewnild‘hat h'* is c ajmble 
equally with his wit as he is on his 
TVS Si’/ukiSupra woiksbike 

From Udaipur to Surajkund 
with night halts at Jodhpur, 
Jaisalmer and Bikaner the cars 
had a relatively easy time With 
the Udaipur-Jodhpur competitive 
oections being cancelled everyone 
cruised into Jodhpur early to get 
some much needed service 8md 
elpo t'' grab a bit of Other 
than gpttmg lost’"ith 
monotonous regularity or getting 
hoggfwt down m the sand there 
wea h»>siiy any excitement 

A mtereatmg mcident 
ocvi'Tod during the rally Mohd 
AsViraf and Aslam Ooni, two 
brothers from Kashmir, were 
forced to buy a Halda Tnp metre 
in Delhi at an astronomical price 
It stopped working after two days, 
as IS the case with all second hand 
equipment, so these two brothers 
decided to tag along behind the 
cars ahead of them Tailgating 
them all along to the finish At 
Manali they said, “We had never 
seen the desert in our bves the 
only way we could stay in the rally 
was to get behind a car and follow 
them around We got lost quite 
often but there was always 
someone ahead to see us through 
We were determined to complete 



J 
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the Raid and we have done that ” 
While in the two wheeler section 
things were not very comfortable 
The heat, blinding sand and hours 
astride a buckling motorcycle all 
combined together to tire the 
bikers out at the end of the day A 
few accidents oooured which 
shook up even the old veterans of 
the rally circuit 
The two Manjarekar brothers, 
Dilip and Vivek were riding 
together approximately 60kma 
outside Bikaner, a camel suddenly 
appeared on the road Makingan 
attempt to avoid the camel they 



C.K. Chlnnappa who fought 
right tiU the end to oome in 
third in the two wheeler saotion 
xeoeiving hia trophy. 

collided with each other and then 
ran straight mto the animal The 
result was one dead camel, two 
motorcycles written off and two 
badly shaken up nders Earher 
on, ontheroadtoJaisalmer in 
two separate accidents one rider 
was seriously u\]ured and 
removed to a hospital in Jodhpur 
while the other was allowed to 
continue after a quick check up 


While some of the nders were 
busy falling off their motorcycles 
and killing animals on the road 
there were others who were 
making history One of them was 
CK Chumappa sponsored by 
MRF and Rollon Chains, on a 
Yamaha RX'lOO In the 
competitive section fit)m Jodhpur 
to Jaisalmer he rode his bike for 
14ekm8 with a flat front tyre “I 
will never do that again m my 
life,” he swore Chlnnappa is a 
legend in his own right A few 
grey hairs now fleck his curly 
black mane Maybe one for every 
event he has won' But these days 
the 36*year-old is getting harder 
to pigeon-hole in terms of pure 
talent Some say he is past it, but if 
they had only seen the way he 
rode m the desert fightmg it out 
with the front runners they would 
have changed their opinion By 
the time he arrived at Sursjkund 
he had pushed himself into the 
second position Anita and Jagat 
Naiijappa were forced to retire 
because of some problems with 
their bike Chumappa was 
unfortunate because after having 
built up a comfortable lead on the 
way to Shlmla he took a bad 
tumble in the competitive at Chad 
A crack had also developed on the 
frame of his bike, which pushed 
him down to third 
Saahi Oarcha from Chandigarh, 
ill the meantuhe had smoothly 
moved mto the second position A 
very consistent nder he had kept a 
low profile through out movmg 

The Oonl brothers from 
Kashmir who followed the oar 
ahead them because their 
navigational equipment had 
packed up. Surprisingly they 
made it to the fixdsh 




up m the ranks to suddenly come 
m second And Rahil Tancja as 
usual was ahead 
Startmg out from Surajkund 
the sun played astoimdmg tncks 
with colour as it rose m the 
eastern sky The trees bordermg 
the road looked as if they might y 
burst mto green flames The 
paddy fields shimmered like a 
savage pamtmg by Van Gogh 

Hairpm bends replaced camel 
tracks and chilling wmd 
the heat of the desert 
Within 48 hours the 
rally had moved from the 
desert to heights of the 
the dizzying mountains 
It was a htUe difficult 




"or most of the rallyists to adjust to 
he sudden change m terrain but 
hey were definitely reheved 
fixim Shimla the rally moved onto 
'fanali.the final leg of the Qreat 
lesert Himalaya Raid AtJalon 
'^ass in the last competitive 
fcction of the rally most of the 
■are went through Of course, 
here were a few who faced 
roblems TaranvirChadhaand 
(ardyal Chauhan of the Army 
earn m a Nissan Jonga had to 
werae through the pass after 
ley lost the first and second gear 
^hile P Mahaskar and B V 
atwardhan m a Mahmdra MM 
40 had to make do with cooking 
il m their gear box when the oil 
-arted leakmg out 


Sashl Oaroha on his Yamaha 
RX-lOOatChall 

A total of 88 vehicles had started 
out from Delhi but only 14 cars 
and 13 bikes checked in at the 
finish Thisjust goes to show how 
tough the Riud turned out to be If 
the GDH had earned on through to 
Sarchu, Leh and finished at 
Srinagar, the orgamsers were 
quite sure only a handful would 
have staggered in to the finish 
The last three days of the Raid 
was cancelled because of 
political problems m these areas 
There was one man at the fimsh 
who went around wth a big smile 
on his face and that was Mr 
Arvind Padgaonkar, the team 
manager of Team TVS-Suzuki "It 


IS a great feelmg to have won the ^ 
GDH Rahil and Supra turned out 
to be the ideal combination,” he 
said 

The champion. Rahil Taneja 
commented, “The rally was much 
tougher than last year 1 feel 
relieved to have won The 
hardwork put in by the team has 
really paid off ” 

Farad Bathena on the other 
hand said," It is good havmg come 
outon top ” 

The only thmg left to be done 
was to collect the prizes Ten 
arduous days of rallying were 
over, at least till next year 


•« 
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PiMc Sector Foofliall 

A ir INDIA, Bombay, neutrabsed 
the brilliance ol Food 
Corporation of India (FCI), 
Calcutta, to become the joint 
winners of the XIl All India Public 
Sector football tournament played 
here at the Mecon stadium 
The hosts, Mecon, Ranchi, 
orpranised this tournament as part 
of the year long Nehru centenary 
celebrations Befitting the 
occasion they kept the gates open, 
enabling thousands of soccer fans 
a glimpse of celebrated soccer 
stars More than 20,000 watched 
the BCl-Air India final 
FCI, Calcutta, led by fleet-footed 


flrom Kuljit to find the far right 
corner of the Air India net 

But the FCI jubilation lasted 
only SIX minutes Air India’s M 
Sarkar, receiving a ball m 
imdfleld from a clearance, raced 
down the right flank, with Babu 
Mam m hot pursuit After being 
cornered deep on the right flank 
he chipped the ball, which 
swerved and dipped to beat an 
overconfident Atanu 
Bhattacharjee Thereafter 
Ainalraj again missed a sitter Air 
India’s Santan D’Souza and S B 
Khattn, with A S Rane as 
goalkeeper, nullified FCI’s 
attempts to score again 

The XII All India Public Sector 
tournament was a keen affair as 
25 teams, much more than m any 



Babu Mam, caught the fans’ 
fancy They wen* t he favourites to 
lift the Ney velli Lignite running 
trophy 

But Air India, ith six 
I Maharashtra state playei .s in their 
! ranks, had other plans 
' Eschewing advent urous forays, 
they conc'entiated on neutralising 
, the bi ilhance of Babu Mam and 
■ t he oppvirtumsni ol Kulj it Si ngh 
. Though Kuljit was i endei ed 
'• ineffective, Babu Mam managed 
to cieate openings One such 
opening was floundered by 
Amalraj who hit wide of an opien 
' net Ainalraj iiuide ami'iids in the 
I 20th minute of the amiiid half 
when he hn a powei ful 
j 1 ightloc'ter off a deflw'ted heaner 
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A view of the flnal between FCI 
and Air India, Bombay who 
were declared joint winners 

previous year, participated, and 
that too m full strength Even 
players participating in the 
Indian football camp turned up for 
their employers The top stars’ 
presence lent an unprecedented 
glamour to the Public Sector 
football tournament this year 
Anm Kumar Thakur 


QUILON 


Sub-Junior Boxiiig 

H ave you heard of two 
nationals in the same year’ 
Well, this has happened this year 



in the Sub-Junior National 
Boxing Within a period of nine 
months, two nationals were held 
The earlier one was at Nahan, 
Himachal Pradesh in January, 
1989 And now the Fifth National 
was held at Quilon 

The Sub-Jumor boxing IS 
considered an important event in 
Indian Boxing Doubts may arise 
as to whether the Boxing 
Federation simply wants to 
conduct the Nationals than to 
promote and mould up the 
youngsters 

An unpleasant incident 
happened before the start of the 
tournament According to the 
rules, the organisers should have 
provided gloves and headgear to 
the participants But this was not 
done An official of the Kerala ^ 
Amateur Boxing Association said 
that new gloves which were 
supposed to arrive from 
Bangalore failed to reach here 
After some delay, they started the 
tourney with borrowed gloves 
from the participants Amazingly 
enough, there was not even a 
whimper of protest from any 
corner till the five day show was 
over Throughout, the borrowed 
gloves were used 

The West Bengal, pugilists 






1^1 



The West Bengal team were the 
winners of the sub-Junior 
national boxing 
championships 

showed their overall supremacy in 
the Fifth Sub-Junior Boxing 
Championship They emerged as 
the new Champions with 35 points 
(6 gold) Maharashtra collected 30 
points and finished the 
runner-up Holders Bihar with 
one gold had to be content with 
the fifth place along with 
Karnataka and Punjab 
Z Jollysonof Manipur was 
adjudged the best boxer In the 
final, Jollyson beat D Kesha van 
(Tamil Nadu) Jollyson settled 
down and showed glimpses of a 
classic puncher He exploited 
Keshavan's weakness and 
knocked him out in the second 
round itself 

Mizoram's Lalchhan Hima was 
the best loser Himaputup 
a good figtit against Wakil Ahmed 
(W Bengal) in the preliminary 
bout in 12-13 years category 
Most of the boys showed no 
interest in fighting The final of 
the 15-16 age group was cancelled 
since both the fmalists—Dalpaki 
ZubaandK Longnathan did not 
turn up 

204 boys from 24 States 


participated This is the first time 
Kerala was hosting the 
Sub-Junior National 
Sn N Knshnan Nair, IPS, 

IG P , gave away the prizes in the 
presence of Sn MS Panicker, 
Vice-President, Kerala Amateur 
Boxing Association 
P. Vmiu Govinda Kumar 


BOMBAY 


CQ Badminton 

B HUSHAN AKUT and Jyoti 
Sanghi annexed the men's and 
women’s singles titles respectively 
in the CCI Maharashtra Open 
Badminton Championship held at 
the CCI courts While Akut 
justified his top seeding, 
defeating third seeded Milind 
Ghate, third seeded Jyoti 
accounted for favourite Firoza 
Batliwala 11-3, 11-6 
Jyoti registered a dfiuble 
success having won eai her tin* 
doubles titles, paitnei mg Shinn 
Garda to defeat Preeti Norlekar 
and Meena Kadhe 15-6, 15-6 



CALCUTTA 


Sub'Juiiior Chess I 

Sreeparna Chakraborty won 
the West Bengal state 
sub-Junior chess 
ohampionships. She created 
history because Sreeparna, at 
age IS, had lifted the under-16 
title, fflie was also the only 
player to emerge unbeaten in 
the nine round meet 


I 

I 

Jyoti's victory in the singles I 

came in haidly lU minutes and ' 
she was too good fo? erroi -pioiw 
Firoza Jyoti made optimum use of 
her tremendous i each ,uid 
exhibited good oontiol at the net ; 

in Ixith the games and never 
allowed her young rival fi oin 1 

Pune to settle down She thus, 
avenged her loss to F’lroza at Pune I 

lecentty 1 

Akut has played with I 

aggression and authority and this , 

victory hap{iciis to Ik* his second of ' 
the season fioin foui final entims 
Akut bagged the champion’s j 

cheque of Ils 3t)00 and Gliate I 

walkMi oil with a losei's purse of 
Rs 1500 The men's doubles title i 

waswonbySanjaySliHimaand i 

AmtxlTilak while the mix(>d 
doubles was annexed by .Sanjay , 

Slidrma and Shinn Gaida ] 

M.P. Suresh I 


UTTAR PRADESH 


SoiikH'Handball i 

B ULANUSHAHRCity of 

Western Uttai Pradesh was the 
venue of the UP State Senioi i 
Handball Championships whic h : 
was organised by the U P State 
Handball Asscx-iation It a large 
cheerful sportslovingoiowd is 
any indication it may safely be 
cxmcluded that the toui nament 
was a lag sue i est. and the 
championship is giadually but 
grandly emerging as one ol the 
mam tourudmeiitsm theSfXirts 
Calendar of the state 

A total of 27 teams of men and 
women from 13 districts in UP 
participated m this tour nainent 
Ghaziabad won the men’s team 
title while Kanpur girls Ixx ame 
the women’s champion 
1 he Ghaziabad boys showed 
their intention in their very first 
inateh when they defeated 
Varanasi by a big margin of 14 
goals The Ghaziabad team scored 
24 goals while the VaraiiJisi team 
could score only 10 goals 
Continuing their good 
performances the Ghaziabad 
team defeated Lucknow, 21-10 m 
their last super league match and 
thus emerged on top of tlie table 
bv getting 6 points 
Lucknow took the second spot 
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with 4 points and Bareilly with i 
points was dec lared third Last 
year’s champion Kanpur 
disappointed e>^eiybod> by their 
poor performance 

Most of the mate hes in the 
women's sec tion weie keenly 
fought The Kanpur ^irls became 
champion*^ by defeating the 
Bulandshalir team 7-3 in the 
finals Divya Dube and Neerja 
Tripathi of Kanpur won the hearts 
of spectator s by their butterfly 
like movements and a well timed 
(ximbination The duo never 
missed any opportunity of scoring 
throughout the championship 

Allahabad got the third place by 
defeating Ghaziabad 5-0 in a one 
sidl'd match 

Prizes were given away by 
Naiesh Swaroop, the District 
Judge and S R Lakha, the 
District Magistrate of 
Bulandshalir On this cxx'asion it 
was also dei'lai ed that 
Bulandshalir will also host the 
National Chanipioiiship in 1990 
Madhu Shankar Sharma I 


ROURKE^A 


Table Tennis 

B UEN CHAKHAVAHTY of 
Roul kela has liei'ii a force in 
OiissaTcibleTc'nriisfor wellovei a 
divade And this was again proved 
as he eniei ged the champion in 
the All Or issa Table Tennis 
Tournament hosted by theSfxnts 
fell of Roui kelaSti*el Pla it at the 
indooi stadium here In the final 
encounter hedeleatc'd left hander 
Faiyaz Mohammed of f uttai k 
easily in tliieestiaight games 
31-10 21 IH 21-19 
This IS Bijen s eleventh 
c'onsecutive victoi v in the 
championship Hi)en won the fiist 
two 8*‘ts with ease hut met with 
stilt challeng'* in the thud set At 
on»’ stage Faiyaz was leading 
14 15. but it w’as to the c i edit <il 
Bijen that despite tr ailing he w.is 
able to w 1.11 he g.uiie at 21 -19 and 
the match .us well 

In contrast to the men s final, 
the luiiioi bov s single's final 
prcxiiued some thi ilhng 
moments Soumv a Ch itter]i?e of 
Rourkela niadi'a finei omebewk 
against Kii an Kumar i f Cuttack 



Slate Badmfnten 

The winners Verjinder Sharms (the men’s 
champion) and Gurpreet Kaur (the women’s 
champion) 


in the final tt. clinch the title 
Souinya lost the fust two sets 
18-21, 15 21 but fought back 
gallantly to win the nextthi’ee 
si'ts21-H. 21-14, 21 18 
The sub-junioi boys singles title 
was claitni'd by Ai un Kuniai of 
Cuttack who defeated Akash Das 
of Birniiti<ipui 21-13,21-18, 
21-19 The tiny Akash Das took 
levenge in the cadet boys final 
defeating Arun Kumar also in 
thr CH' straight games 21-17 
21-16 21-17 The men’s doubles 
final was an all-Cuttai'k affair in 
which Sunil Sahoo and Sibaji beat 
the pair o^’Saheed Hussain and 
Roy Subranianium 21-16 21-18 
In the )unior boys doubles final 
Albei t Kindo and Rajesh 
Choui asia t Roui kela) defeated 
another local pan of Soumya 
Chatter jee and Sanjay T’wan 
21-16,21-16 In sub-junioi boys 
doubles final Akash Das and Arun 
Kumar combincKi to beat Swadesh 
Mohanty and Kumar Kaushik 
21-7 23-21 
Satfsh Sharma 


TRIVANDRUM 


AU India Telecom 
Slnittle 

M AHARASHTRA retained the 
men’s and women’s team 
Championship in the Fifth All 
India Telecom Shuttle 
Tournameiit held at the Jimmy 
Geoi ge Indoor Stadium Suresh 
Menon of Maharashtra and Pnti 
Bose of West Bengal emerged 
champions in the men’s and 
women's sections respectively 
In the finals of the men's team 
championship. Maharashtra 
outclassed North Eastern Region 
(NER), 3-0 Suresh Menon of 
Maharashtra had a hard time in 
the court Suresh Menon (MAH) 
beat D K Yadav (Madhya 
Pradesh) in the men’s individual 
final Holder Pnti Bose stopped 
Aika Gandra of West Bengal to 
win the women’s crown 

Sa)Mv Kumar T.K. 





1/BRIDQE 


QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 Which was the first football match 
to be played on a full-si^^ed pitch 
completely under cover’ 

2 Which IS the longest recorded 
game of soccer’ 

3 Where will you find the Asgiriya 
Stadium’ 

ANSWERS 

1 The match between Real Madrid 
and West Ham United which took 
place in the Houston Astrodome 
in Texas in April, 1967 

2 A match played between Santos 
and Uruguay is thought to be the 
longest recorded game of soccer 
The teams kicked off at 9-30 p m 
and played for 3V? hours to a 3-3 
draw 

3 Kandy (Sn Lanka) 


CHE^ 

Just how ^ood 18 Judith Polgar’ 
Well, the 13 year old Hungarian 
school girl 18 already as good as 
Kasparov and Fischer were at 15 
That IS—she is already a strong 
GM 

People have predicted she will be 
Kasparov's most dangerous 
challenger in the '908 Barring 
accidents she should break every 
record set by Kasparov and 
Fischer What is most impressive 
about her game is her immense 
techmcal competence In this 
game her sharp openmg got her a 
shght edge, but she really 
outplayed OM Glenn Flear in the 
ending 

White J Polgar Black G Flear 
Kings Gambit Hastmgs '88-’89 

1 e4e5 2 f4 ef4 3 Bc4 NfS 4 d3 
dS The rare and romantic Kmgs 
Gambit IS a Polgar favourite—eJl 
three sisters play it Nobody else 
does—exept occasionally Boris 
Spassky 4—NcB 5 Bf4 dS 6 edS 
NxdS was played twice by 
Tchigonn m 1881 and 1906' 
That’s more or less the last time 
this setup occurred m master 
practice 

S edS Nzd5 6 Nf3 Nb6 7 Bb3 Bd6 
8 QeS-l-' Qe7 9 Nc3 Bg4 10 


Qxe7°Kze711 Ne4 White trades 
queens, heading for a superior 
endmg after she retrieves the 
gambit pawn 14—Bxf3 12 gf3 
Nc6 13 Nxd6 cd6 14 Bxf4 Nd4 15 
Kf2 Nxb3 16 ab3 a6 17 Ra5' White 
has the better mmor piece and 
now she finds an imaginative way 
to pressurise the queen side by 
orgamsmg b4-b5 with the help of 
a restricted advance on the a-file 

17—Kd7 18 b4 Rhe8 19 c4 Re8 
20 b5 ab5 21 Rxb5 Kc6 22 Rcl 
Ra2 (Diagram) In the light of 
what follows, perhaps black 
should have doubled rooks on the 
e-file mstead of this entirely 
reasonable lookmg counter 
attack White's next idea IS very 
difficult to find 

23 Rb3" Now white threatens to 
play d4-d5 while preventmg any 
tricks based on Nxc4 and the loose 
rook on b5 After this the black 
king IS suddenly under fire 

23-Nd7 24 d4 Rf8 25 Bg3 b6 26 
Rel d5 27 cxd5-l- Kxd5 28 Re7 
Kc4 29 Rc3+ Kb4 30 Rc2 Kb3 31 
Rd2 Ra7 32 d5 b5 33 d6 Rf5 34 
Rd3+ Kc2 35 Rc3+ Kxb2 36 Rc7 
(1 -O) Once the blockade is broken 
white must inevitably wm 
After Black’s 22nd 



DevangahuDatta 


BRIDGE 

The last article about the World 
Olympiad final at Venice might 
have given you a mistaken notion 
about the world’s 'eadirig players 
The fact is that those sort of 
mistakes are newsworthy because 
for them such abei rations have a 
lower frequency of occurence than 
revokes Perhaps a hand from the 
round-robin stage of the event 


would do justice to their 
expentise The scenario was, as 
events were to prove later, a 
preview of the final for the match 
was between USA and Austria 
The Austrian South opened a 
15-17 no-ti unip which became the 
tinal contract 

♦ KUin4 2 <»S42 4J‘>64 

NOHTH(dumniy( 

WEST EAST 

4 J 9 ' E ■ 4 3 

K7«i1 J10 93 

AT K Q 8 7 

4K'' 4U1UR2 

SOUTH 

4AB5 AOHb MUR AA!>3 

The Aniei lean W«*st. Bobby 
Wolff, whose p<*rformanccs at the 
world-level are only behind five 
Italians and his ow n pai tnei Bob 
Ham man, started off with a spade 
lead, won by South’s eight The 
diamond jack went to the queen 
and East switehed to the heart 
jack queen, king East won the 
heart continuation as diH-lat er did 
well to duck intending to finesse 
the eight on the next heai t 
Hainman, East, did not fall into 
the ti ap but playid a diainond 
back to his par tnei ’a cu-e This was 
the position with Wi'st on load 
needing thret* inoie ti leks 


4 KO 10 


9S 4 J 

Nf)MTH({iummy) 


WEST 


EAST 

4 J9 72 


4 

K 7 S 


10 J 

K B 

4 K 7 

SOUTH 

4 O 10 8 2 

4 AS 

A H 

to 4A‘>3 


Nothing seems to woi k foi even I 
if West (an switch to the club . 

king, declarer wins and gives up a I 
diamond to score four sp^es and | 
onf in every other suit But Wolff ' 
found an ingenious solution he ' 
switched to the club seven' Of 
course, declarer could have 
survived by winning the ace and 
giving up a diamond because the 
clubs would be blo< ked, but 
thinking that West had the club 
length, he let East hold the first 
club in an attempt to cut the 
defensive communications This 
proved disastrous as East simply 
continued the suit to set up a 
seriond club for himself to set the 
contract 
Santanu Choaa 
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Of A Giri^ 

O NCK ciK'ii'i, iti rf itiajiii 

internet 11 )iui! fournanirnt, 
Steffi (»i.if and Hons B«*cker, 
fiotli lioni ffi< same country, 
luted the womoii’s and men's titles 
respf'ttivel.v .it Hie USOjion 
My heat t lest c-oiif{i atulations to 
txAfi of tfieni foi winmnjf the US 
OjH-n ’K9 And thiMS the first 
tiiiio t liat a (lei man or rather two 
del ma iiH have won titles at the US 
Open 

Hut what was m^ist aaddeniiiff 
was that Steffi Giaf just missed 
her second Giand Slam Because if 
she fiari done that, it would have 
been a record that would be 
impossible to tieat However, there 
isastroiiff possibility that she 
could do it next year 
But Steffi should bo awarded the 
i’layer of tlie Year award just as 
she did so last yeai After all, in 
th<‘Grand Slam tour naments, she 
has just lost a single mate h 
No doubt a GIANT of a girl 
SUBHATSAMAL, 

Bui la 


Uudable ' 

T HK tough stand taken by the 
(Tu ket Board ag.unst the 
cricketei s is highly laudable To 
my mind, these 11 icketers should 
have b(H.'n ousted for ever, lor 
their arrogance and their blatant 
defiance against the Ho.xrd 
These ci icketei s do not think 
about the prestige of the country 
If th€*v were really patriotic, they 
would not have made t he toui to 
the USA just after the disastei in 
the West Indies 
All cricket lovers should 
aupixiit the Board in then 
c*oui ageous dwnsion 
MHINAI. KANTIKUNDV 
Brim 


npka mmmm 

A Million Thanks loi the cover 
stoiy The Nevi Steffi 
(SfHir rawoi Id 30 August) It was 
worth I eadiiig We got to know 
theothei life of the public 
ch.unpioii and she conies acr oss as 
vj plain, so simple*, so noi mal 





However, your article should 
have been accximpanied by a Steffi 
Graf poster 
GAUTAMANAND. 

Patna 

Superb * 

T hanks very much for the 
covei story ‘The New Steffi’ It 
was superb Today, Spoi tsworld is 
the only maga23ne that goes 
beyond reporting to bring the 
private lives of our very popular 
champions 
SATYAKjiM JENA, 

Cut tank 


Sordid 



T HK sordid and heart rending 
storv of hex-key legend, and 
foimet Olympian, Roop Singh’s 
family (Sportsworld, 23 Augrust) 
was a hoi ror It was indeed a 
shame not only on the part of the 
Government but on our part also 


that the family had to suffer like 
this 

Rcxip Singh had a stadium and a 
street named after him and yet the 
family has no place to hve 

You have rightly pointed out 
that the Scmdias spent lakhs pn 
the royal wedding but have not 
bothered to assist Jamuna Devi, 
the widow 

It is time that something is 
done' 

K ZAHEER AHMED. 

Raipur 



W HAT’S happenmg to English 
cricket*? They remove Gattmg 
as the skipper, re-instate Gower as 
captain, remove Gower and now 
Goexh 18 the captain The selection 
policy 18 as muddled as the way 
the English play their cricket 
BS VSSWANATH, 

Bangalore 


T4 





KARATE 


THE POWER OF THE EMPTY HAND I 


T his week we are 
moving onto ido- 
Jahona from san- 
obin-dachi Since 
we have already discus- 
sed this stance m detail, 
let us move directly onto 
the ido-kibon proper 
/Stand m aanchm-dacbi, 
tioth feet bent slightly at 
the knees and toes pomt- 


your toes up, keeping 
the hall of the foot ready 
to take the impact Kick 
at the face region— mm- 
giri —twisting the 
grrounded foot to the out¬ 
side the provide better 
balance, making contact 
with the ball of the foot 
On completion of the 
kick, bring the kicking 



mg inward at an ang^e 
of 45° Then, keeping 
bcth hands up in prepa¬ 
ration to guard your 
face, bring the back leg 
up while straightening 
the grounded foot so 
that the toes pomt to in 
hont. At this stage, also 
make sure that you curl 


leg down in ftont of you 
with both feet pointing 
to the ftont. Then twist 
the ankles mward 45° 
and move into aanohin- 
daahi again in prepara¬ 
tion for another kick 


Klekotttto 

cantactwHii 
the bail 
of the foot 


PHOTOGRAPHS RAMAN BHAUA 












SEBASTIAN COE 


Running On The Track 


s 


EBASTIAN 
COE has 
finally 
decided to 
run in the 
Commonwea¬ 
lth Games at 
Auckland 
after all He 
decided this after his 
ill-fated race in the 
World Cup with Abdi 
Bile of Somalia, where a 
mix-up, in retrospect, 
really c-ost him the race 
The greatest 
middle-distance runner 
Britain has produced is 
an aspiring MP with 45 
speaking engagements 
on the Conservative 


Party’s 'rubber chicken’ 
circuit to fulfill by the 
end of the year 

Coe IS speaking on 
enviromental issues 
However, he would have 
only two weeks available 
for holiday before being 
bax k in the gym and he 
would want to be in the 
Southern Hemisphere 
for climitization before 
Christmas 

‘Tlie Auckland Games 
have an emotional 
appeal’ he said, 'because 
I have never pniperly 
competed before 

It has been a long 
journey for Sebastian 
Coe Ever since his 
emergence in the 1977 
European indoor 
championships, Coe has 
become a symbol of 
purity in a sporting 
world that has sacrificed 
principle for profit 

A telephone call he 
received at his London 
flat a few days before the 
World Cup encourages 
the hope that 12 world 
records and two 
Olympic gold medals are 
not his only enduring 
achievements 


It was from a Sport 
Council official who had 
helped him oversee the 
establishment of 
drug-testing squads A 
computer had chosen 
Coe’s name at random 
and within three hours 
two officials were m his 
kitchen, taking two 
unne samples for 
analysis 

“In a funny way that 
gave me an awful lot of 
satisfaction, because 
1 andom testing was 
something I fought hard 
to push through,” he 
said “As far as drugs 
are concenred you are 
either in the war or you 
are not 


“The authorities have 
not always shown they 
have the stomach for 
that war But, 
gradually, they are 
realising the pressure 
on them from the public 
and the athletes 

“We know the 
dangers You cannot 
pump that sort of stuff 
into your body without 
causing damage But it 
comes down to another 
basic thing—drugs are 
against the rules, 
against the ethics of 
sport They are for 
cheats ’’ 

Unsurprisingly he 
chooses not to waste his 
sympathy on Ben 


Johnson who, stripped 
of his Olympic title and 
world record, would 
personify the greed and 
desperation that infects 
modern sport 
Coe IS concerned more 
by the seduction of 
younger athletes by a 
grand prix circuit that 
pays its overworked 
stars from suitcases 
stuffed with dollar bills 
Ambition is measured 
more by bank accounts 
than trophy cabinets 
“Too many athletes 
believe that major 
championships get in 
the way of earning 
money from grand pi ix 
events,” he said 
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To Running For Office 


“There have been more 
changes m athletics in 
the last ten years than 
over the previous 
hundred Athletes are 
forced into competition 
earlier than they should 
be By the time they are 
27 or 28 they are burned 
out 

“I was brought up to 
believe that only 
ivinning medals in 
major championships 
matters Everything else 
18 candy along the way ” 

Cop (third tiom iefti 
durinq the SODm Olytiipir 
hn.d al Lcs Angpic® 
which Joaquiin Crll^ 
(extreme riqhl' of Bran! 
won 


Approaching his 33rd 
birthday, he has come 
close to retiring twice 
before, after the 1984 
Olympics and the 1986 
European 

Championships Since 
he 18 about to enter a 
profession that preys on 
naivety he knows the 
dangers of self-delusion 
"It’s not just a case of 
getting out and getting 
even this season," he 
argued “It’s matter of 
professional pride I just 
didn’t want to finish my 
career on the memory of 
not making the 
Olympics ’’ 


Exultant after his 1500m 
win at Los Angeles 







WORLD CUP SOCCER QUALIFYING ROUNDS 


BUTOIERED!! 





I N war, people an 
aften foroed to fight 
without a (dioioe or 
faraoauaethey 
may or may not 
understand or 
support They an 
commonly known as 
soldien. In war, then 
an also people who fight 
for money—^we label 
them mercenaries They 
an however a minority 
who emoy violence, who 
seek violence—these, 
society calls 

psychopaths It is fitting 
description of too many 
English soccer fans 
Last fortnight 
England played Sweden 
in Stockholm, and pohce 
spokesman Kurt 
Nilsson did well to warn 
the locals of the 
impending terror Tou 
can go out but be 
careful” he said “The 








‘ 2 


tfcthii' ; 



CJoaJkeeper Peter 
Shilton g-ives Terry 
Butcher a few words of 1 
I encouragement during | 
England’s match 
against Sweden 


arrested, which may 
have upset the gang 
leaders for that was 
merely 10% of the 
vunting contingent 
The English team, to 
atone perhaps for the 
sms of their brethren 
responded with a 
subdued game and 
managed a goalless 
draw—the aging or IS it 


Marked closely by 
Sweden’s Peter Larseon, 
GaryUnekar’s 
oostomsry goalHHorlng 
maglorandry 


ageless, Peter Shilton 
bringing off two 
astonishmg saves, one 
from four feet, to 
prevent further 
embrassment England 
though are virtually 
through to the IVorld 
Cup. reqmnngbut a 
pomt m their final game 
against Poland 

In Bryan Robson’s 
absence (brmsed nbs), 
tough guy Terry 
Butcher captained 
England and he too shed 
some blood for his 
country—unlike many 
of the fans it was his 
own Rismgmtoa 
header. Butcher collided 
painfully with striker 
Johnny Ekstron, 
resulting in a harsh 
gash high on his 
forehead Undeterred, 
he donned a headband, 
bled till hiB shirt looked 
more red than white, got 
six stiches at half time 
but manfully held on to 
finish the game 

Elsewhere, 

Yugoslavia became the 
third team to qualify for 
the World Cup (after 
holders Argentme and 
hosts Italy) when they 
beat Scotland 2-0 

Finland, where soccer 
still remains relatively 
ummportant, ended 
Wales’ World Cup dream 
with a 1-0 wm 

France, who have 
absolutely no hope of 
q[ualifying held Norway 
to a worthless 1-1 draw 

After much debate and 
screening of television 
footage on whether the 
Chilean goalkeeper was 
actually hit the 
thrown Brazilian 
missile. FIFA awarded 
the match 2-0 to Brazil 
which means they are 
the only country to have 
qualified for every 
World Cup 








PEOPLE 


NIKHU. BHATTACHARYA 


PEP-TALK THAT DID THE TRICK! 


Fancy gening 
past the lowhes of the 
US Open and then 
running into—oh, ironic 
could the draw 
be?—your idol! 
Especially your heroine 
in her last tournament 
But whatever jiners 
Zina Garrison might 
have had, before her 
important US Open 
match agains*- Chris 
Evert, were dispelled by 
her coach Willis 
Thomas "You are one of 
the fastest people on the 
court,” she insisted in a 
pre-match pep talk 


IMRAN KHAN 


An opinion poll with a 
difference was 
conducted in Karachi a 
couple of months ago 
On the most efficient 
government? Not quite 

It was a heart-throb 
poll of a sort Four 
hundreds respondents 
were asked to choose the 
person of the opposite 
sex with whom they 
would most like to be 

Imran Khan The moat 
desired male In 
Pakistan? 


“There is nothing she 
(Evert) can hit that you 
can’t get.” 

That did it. Garrison, 
chained, beat Evert 7-6, 
6-2 and put an effective 
finis to Evert’s Grand 
Slam career. Not that 
she celebrated the coup, 
as a mark of respect to 
her legendary 
competitor. Miss 
Garrison shed a tear or 
two and walked off court 
without the smile or the 
customary 

handa—raised—above- 
head jmse for the 
prowling papparazzi 


DREAM MAN! 


marooned on a desert 
island The males voted 
overwhelmingly in 
favour of Benazir 
Bhutto 

And the women? A 
high 85 per cent voted in 
favour of, who else, 
Imran Khan The best 
part was that one 
65-year-old 
grandmother chose 
Imran with a flourish, 
she circled his name 
with a love sign 

If only she had been 
younger—and 
unmarried! 




THIINTROVKIITID, 
UNTYPICAL LKdt 


The haadbig of tMa Hem 
Is not our deaci1|ilion of 
AustraHm captain Alan 
Bordor. It to M wlfo 
Jana’s. Hto father tonda 
to remember Alan aa a 
hot-heade d youngster 
Mtehr to give anyone 
croaabig hbn to cricket 
hot between the eyes.’ 
Hto m o ther d e s cribes 
him as‘stubborn, not 
Mdng fading.’ 

An Mnusing story 
does the rounds of how 
a profile of Border 
appeared In the 
MoBKMime Ago around 
Christmas last year. The 
famly road every word 
of what they foK was a 
damning portrayal of 
their most famous 
member. For throe 
weeks, Alan was 
advtood not to read a 
word of n for fear that H 
would deepen the crisis 


of confidence he was 
hying to fight In the first 

when I finaly 
ptokod up the Mllcle n 
Adn’ttumoutas 

mapponipiis m 
thmqi^ coiwiderini( 
thatHwas fill of value 
Jm^emen t s written by a 
guy who’d know me for 
36 hours. Somethnos I 
am al of the things he 

VaNWIDOel^CI* 01111 flnl 1101 

Mce that al the tine. He 
first approached me in 
Melbo iiin e and wanted 
to bird dog me, to be 
wHhin a ywd of me on 
the eve of a Test 1 toM 
hkn he was Invadbig my 
space and gave Mm a 
gobhd. Portiaps that 
provoked him. Anyway, 

I suppose you could say 
that 80 per cent of my 
Test career has been 
depressive and 20 per 
cent euphoric.” 










ALL IN THE GAME? 


CHAMPIONS FOR KIDNAPPING? 


The Brazil-Chile 
qualifying match for the 
< 1990 World Cup stirred a 
' major controversy. All it 
took was a 24-year-old 
secretary and mother, 
Rosemary Melo 
Nascimento, to fire a 
flare from the stands. 
The Chileans swore that 
it hit their goalkeeper 
Rojas and refused to 
contmue playing. Smce 
Brazil led 1-0 at that 
time, the Brazilians 
msisted that the match 
be awarded to them 
If this was the basic 
controversy, the 
penpheral debate was 
more interesting Was 
Rojas actually hit> Or 
did he fake an injury, 
givmg an excuse to his 
side to stop playing and 
avoid possible 
elimination from the 
1990 tamasha^ 


The Brazilian team 
doctor Udio Toledo 
swore that he saw his 
Chilean coimterpart 
“spill mercurychrome 
all over Rojas* face to 
pretend it was blood.** 

Pele issued his verdict 
on the national 
television. “Tell Rojas’ 
family they don’t need to 
worry about him, it was 
only mercurychrome ** 

Meanwhile, the culprit 
behmd the entire 
controversy, 
Nascimento, confessed 
“I didn’t mean it. I didn’t 
even know what would 
happen when I pulled 
the string ** 

What then was she 
doing with naval rocket 
launcher mside that 
stadium in Rio de 
Janeiro? Keeping it for 
self defence> 


OH FOR A DISCOTHEQUE! 


<4 Lesser mortcds fcmtosls* 
about winning 
Wimbledon in front oi a 
packed Centre Court. 
And tbose who actually 
win Wimbledon? They 
I dream of going to a 
I dlscothequel 
I Toke Steffi Graf for 
example. She's actually 
I leolous of her brother 
> who has been living with 
his 25 year-old girl 
. friend. "My bndlier's off 
I to the disco again with 
/ his girlfriend," she 
complainsd after 
wrapping up the 
i Wimbledon title in 1988. 

I "And os for me..." 

So to keep her hoppy 
celebrations were 
abbrevioted so that the 
Graf fomily could go too 
disco. Two hours l^r. 



Steffi Oraf-No one asked 
her for a dance at the 
dlaoo!’ 


j she wos out again. "They 
only wanted 
outographs." she 
1^ complained. "No one 


wanted to donee with 
Steffi." odded her fother 
Peter. "The young nmn 
were afraid to ask her." 


Sportsmen are for 
cqppveciatlag. And. 
perhops. Udnapidngas 
well U Boris Becker's 
latest insurance cover Is 
anytUng to go by. 

The West German 
tennis ployer must be a 
valuable osset. He 
insured himself for £8.5 
mlUlon (nearly Rs 18 
erme) agobul the 
possibility of being 
kidnapped. Becker Is to 
pay the firm Lloyds of 
Loi^on £100,(XI0 (nearly 
Rs 30 lokhs) pet year for 
the policy. 

After an orumymous 
source within Lloyds 
mode this revelotion to 
the press. Becker's 


WHAT IT 
TAKES 
TOMAKIA 
CHAliSIOIII 


Near a champion on what 
U takes to make one. Tune 
intoChnsEvert “There 
are a lot of players that 
can cause upsets, and 
then, two days later, lose 
to someone ranked 100 in 
the world Thai's why 
players Idee Steffi and 
myself in the past, 
Martina, that’s why «« 
haw been great because we 
have been able to take each 
match and isolate Uiem 
and never have a let-down 
in a two-week 
tournament " 



monager Ion Tiriac threw . 
o fit. Reason? Publicity 
obout the high iiMurance 
policy wos likely to 
increase the chomces of 
Becker actually getting 
Iddnoppedl 


CRICKET- 

CRAZY 

SCHOOL! 


South Point, the Caleuita 
school with the most 
students in the world 
(nearly U,000) decided to 
defer their examinations 
fromSNovember to a day 
later 

Reason^ They feared 
attendances might drop, 
the students sitting glvM 
to their television sets or 
seats at the Eden Gardens 
for the Nehru Cup final 
rather than swotting 
studiously over their 
answer sheets trying to 
remember which year it 
ivas when Emperor Akbar 
abolished the jizya tax ’ 


TO FACl A WIST INDIAN 
PASTSOWLKR 


Someone asked Dean 
Jones what it meant to 
stand in his stance with 
a West Indian fast 
bowler breathing fire 
from 22 yards away 
“Banged around mside a 
coconut shell,** he 
replied Dilip 


Vengsarkar and 
company would tend to 
agree I 


"Shirley Temple is olive 
on well and living in 
Forest Hills." 

A joumaHct m 71m« on Chris Evart 

•1 
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Set your own 
Standards 
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SG will help you gel there 


Sanspareils Greenlands 

1 lu' I rii ket i’i'opU' 






7TING IN THE MERCEDES TAKWG 
: WIS TO THE DELHI AIRPORT, OUR 

C RRESPONDENT SPOKE TO HIM 

E.OUT HIS LIFE IN THE FAST LANE, HIS 
E CHNIQUES, BEN JOHNSON AND 
FlUGS.— 























YOU COULD HAVE THESE BOOKS 



THE SPOHTSWORLD-MAHINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 




StilMttrib9l6 



IKprtj 


)Spci«t% 


Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 

Rs 310 a year (52 issues), Rs 610 for two years (104 issues) An annual saving of Rs S4peryearonthenewsstahd 

price, plus a book delivered to you 


Followini trs Hit hooks yoo wi ctHWta from 


Am TWO lor I yoar’t sahicfioliM 

Bwentonnial Test—official book—Rs 60 (actual price) 
B&Hswtes—1967-88Rs 60 
Australia's World Cup champion Rs 60 
WhoswhoHionedaylnlemanonalsRs 60 
Howxat'Cricket Cartoons Rs 20 
TaUetenms Harold Myers Rs 36 
The story ol squash Rs 86 
The Guardian book of sports 1982/83 Rs 364 


Any ONE far a ytsr's mbscrlplloo 
Being Myselt Martina Navratilova Rs 280 
Boycott by Don Mosey Rs 290 
Benson & Hedges Cncket year Rs 280 
World Cup Cricket 87 Rs 75 
Play lair Cncket Annuar88Rs 49 
ZolaRs 144 

The Badminton Story Rs 131 
GoldenGirt PT UshaRs 3S 


Tick off the one/two titles you want and send your order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

The Circuletion Manager 

Anoixlo Boior Polnko Lid 6. Prahiilo Sortcor Street, Colcutto 700 001 
Please draw your demand draft/cheque in favour of Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd, Calcutta 












Pg 44:The impraMiva 
(Glontluic stadium In 
Barcelona, Spain where 
the World Cup athletics 
nwet was recently held. 

Rain might have 
hampered performances, 
but It made the 
photographers happy. 
Incldmtty, this will be the 
main stadium for the 
1992 Barcelona Olympic 
Games 


6 After two futile days of 
hounding Carl Lewis for an 
interview, Rohit Brijnath - 
managed to squeeze himaelf into 
the Mercedes that took the 
American superstar sprinter to 
the airport flrom New Delhi’s 
Maurya Sheraton The result: an 
exclusive, yet informal, chat 
where Lewis speaks about 
himself the athlete, and himaelf 
the man 


New Delhi’s Jawaharlal 
dCiw Nehru Stadium played 
host to some of the tUggiMt 
names in contemporary athletios 
when the Nehru Centenary meet 
kioked (^last month. 
SportswcHrld was there to soak in 
the atmosphere and watch the 
peqple who won.. .and the many 
who didn’t. Hus: camera 
coverage by Nikhil Bhattadiarya 
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‘Click’ goes the recording but¬ 
ton. The excluBive is on. 

It is very late. Lends is tired 
surely. Yet he is constantly charm- 
^ mg. affable, courteous, humble —f 
* have iconderful impressions of this 
man—a man, often labelled de¬ 
risively as arrogant. 

Fifteen minutes later ice are at 
the airport. I thank him, he nods. 
He pulls his luggage out of the 
boot and then fades au-ay into 
another mass of people—my last¬ 
ing image, his graceful dancers 
walk. 

It IS I am in the morning and 
warm. Time for a cigarette. It’s 
been a helluva « hase. 

This IS what we spoke about: 

oth llu iioUimtdal 

and ini h arid ru ard < KHhn) 
did not < (•mi • Uunh to you 
fht’i auw of ihf lohn\on 
drufi uandah ihd that hurt 
you, up'irt %ou ' 

No I basically went out 
(in Seoul) and performed 
at the level I know I can perform 
at—and I was very pleas^ with 
my performance That’s where I’m 
focussed on I think the other 
part, the other situation is 
somethings the federations are 
doing:—trying to help fight drugs 
I think they are completely 
di^erent issues 

^'ereyou pirsonally antanomsed 
towards Johnson, hei ause of this, at 
that tune'* 

Not really. I never felt like that 
anyway I felt that he yraa takmg 
drugfs (and he was proven 
obviously) and that’s what the 
problem was The problem was not 
him personally, the problem was 
the drugs And ifhe decided to 
take the drugs, so therefore that 
created a conflict But I didn’t feel 
any conflict personally, no 
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Satisfied...my 
oodness. 
atisfaciion...you 
can't even measure 
how much 
satisfaction I've 
had. how much joy 
I've had. in 
competition, meets, 
travels. 

everything—Oh 
yeah. I'm very 
satisfied 




At the Rot te H orld Championships 
(I9H7) vou made a couple of references 
towards people taking drugs—you didn't 
name anvhods —/ think a lot of people 
thought you were talking about Ben 
because maybe you were a little upset 
because you lost Hut that’s 
itrelesant—hut did you really feel at that 
time there sc ere a lot of people taking 
drugs 

Well 1 was pretty confident that 
there were a number of people 
tak I ng drugs I'm not gfoing to say 
no-one was doing anything about 
it, but you can basically tell 
certain people that are taking 
drugs But that’s not the issue, we 
keep moving away from the 
issues The issue is lets try and 
eliminate everyone if possible 
That’s it 

If m'tt itiU inr ilii»itUition ihi ‘i hi r, 
tulkmi, ii ' t'lii uiitl ihi II huiiiiiin' U he r> 

I spoke li< I ‘’III 1 III! fiht I! th' iilhi I dels 
he soulIhi iHii \/‘iie bun hii> to • 

'«lilt h' that It sh iiiU be loiii '.tins 
h hal do sou thii.k 

I don’t really believe the ban keeps 
people away from it—the ban isn’t 
the issue—what is important is 
catching people or making people 
know, or believe, if they take 
drugs they’ll get caught The ban 
18 after So we have to step up our 
testing measures The ban is 
secondary 

•so sc hat Hould sou suggest •■egarding 
testint ,' 

I think that we can have an 
independent agency to do testing 
first and foremost So we can 
eliminate a lot of problems in 
terms of possible cover ups And I 
think we need better co-operation 
with the athletes and the pople 
that are doing the testing Many 
times the athletes have 
information but they’re always 
crilleisvid for coming up with any 
information they can get 

}ou hast fitonsidctablc reputatton non 
Its ail uiili-diugs luiiMstlin world 
spurn—dot 1 It realls up el you, that sou 
could he running against someone <>• 
drugs ' 

Well no, what upsets me more is 
that my kids might be in a 
situation where they have to take 
drugs to compete—that’s more 
upsetting It’s j ust a reality of s 



world where people take drugs 
and people do cheat My objective 
18 just to let the world know that 
most of the athletes are clean and 
that most of the athletes want the 
sport to be clean 

Ben (Johnson) is going to be back in a 
year, a c ouple of years W ill vou run 
again,! him’’ 

Will he run against us^ We’re in 
the sport, he’s out Everyone 
keeps asking me ‘will I loin 
agamst him”’ It depends on him, 
it’s upto him We’re the ones that 
ai e running—if he comes back m. 
that’s his prerogative 









/ or Indians 
who don tknow 
you, hkemt, hc 
f have serv vaned 
impressions of 
n hat sort of 
man you 
are—from 
arrogant to thy 
to this and that 
A lot of tunes people pass 
judgement on other people 
without knowing them and now 
that we've been here the Indians 
can make their own judgement 

4 For example, at a certain TA( (The 
Athletics Congress) meet a few rears 


ago, you were very close (0 OJ sei onds) 
to breaking Peitro Mennea's 2(Htm 
world record, hut you raised your atm 
and waved to the i rowd before the 
finish A lot of people thought that 
ve,y arrogant 

Well, that’s their interpretation 

Another example is that when you go to 
meets, you always get to ride in a car 
with a police escort while the rest have to 
bus It 

Well, basically you have to look at 
a situation where meet-promoters 
na.li you for a Competition and set 
thmgsup 1 don’t really see why 
everybody should have to nde in 
the bus—that’s the whole thing. 


Lewis and Johnson after the 100m 
of the 1987 World Championships 
In Rome. Johnson had Just broken 
the world record 

everyone first of all says ‘you nde 
in a car instead of a bus. so you’re 
arrogamt ’ 

(Lewis’ manager Joe Douglas 
chips m here and says, “That’s not 
Carl Lewis, that’s me—I set that 
up") 

Promoters offer all that—if 
other athletes ask for more than a 
bus they might get it 

I 

Se are you a shy person ’ 

I would say by nature, yes (both of 
us dissolve mto laughter) 
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Really, the way it is. 
is that in the 100m 
everybody 
de-accelerates; and 
I de-accelerate the 
least in the last 
40*50m and one ol 
the reasons thot 
hoppens is because 
everyone is trying to 
run too hord in the 
beginning 





/om It’Uez 

\ourioai-h, 
onif mtiilioned 
that hi' had 
alien d\our 
lonfi jump itele 
hs h n"thenini( 
wurrun and 
\Htlt htng you 
from the 'han^ nu thod to the ' hih h 
kuk’ nu thod HoH did tht \e nallv 
help ’ 

Well, these were the chan§res that 
I made with him when I was 
straight out of high school and 
they were both benificial to me 
The longer run was because you 
are able to get more velocity and 
accelerating is a little bit easier—I 
mean you’re able to get the speed 
in the long run 
The ‘hitch kick'just makes it 
easier to run off the 
board—hanging was fine, but it 


was easier to run otf the board and 
get better distance with the ‘hitch 
kick' 

11 hat \ort of inualising do you do 
before a /ump what do you go through * 

I don’t really go through that 
much Ibasicallyjustgointoa 
competition knowing what I have 
to do—we work at it so hard that 
we feel it—I just remind myself of 
the things that have to be done 

I ike H hat ' 

Well, like jump techniques—of the 
things you want to do on the 
runway—where you want to 
land—to be aggressive—that type 
of thing 

/ think there's no question about the fait 
that you’re a cansiMently better jumper 
than Boh Beamon ever was~ but how 
important is Beamon’s record to you ’ 
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Well, you know people really take 
that out of context—I think I can 
jump that far, I really beheve that 
I've chosen upto this point to focus 
more on multiple events, trying to 
break a world record and so on, 
now of course I have one—but I 
think that I can jump farther and 
if that world record comes, that’ll 
be great, but if it doesn’t it 
wouldn’t be the end of my career 

There’s no chance , i$ there, of your 
giving up the sprints for the jump 
No, I enjoy competing m all the 
events—I’ve scaled down my 
running for jumping, but I doubt 
that I would stop sprinting 
completely just to jump 

WM you ease off from the 2O0m^ 

I did this year but I haven’t made 
any decision for the future yet 

At the press 
conference 
earlier this 
evening, you 
mentioned your 
season this year 
was not as 
disappointing 
as the person 
pointed out—you thought it was pretty 
successful But by your own standards, 
in comparison perhaps it was not one of 
your best seasons 
Well ah of course, I’ve been 
involved in qiute a few other 
things and the intensity level after 
an Olympic year is always down 
m the first place Then I’m m the 
process of co-wnting my 
autobiography, I did some things 
mCahforma I’m working for a 
television station in London—I’m 
doing so many different thmgs 
that 1 feel pretty confident about 
my season considering all this 

Coming back to your sprints—in the 
JOOm at least, although you’re not really 
a slow starter it seems that the last 50-60 
metres (where he seems to surge) is the 
better part of your race 
I would say that 1 probably 
mechamcally run the entire 100m | 

as well as anybody—most people 
focus on certain parts ofthe race, I I 
I focus on the entire race ’ 



So you don’t think you run a much 
better last 50-60m? 
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What upsets me 
more is that my kids 
might be in a 
situation where they 
have to take drugs to 
compete. That's 
more upsetting. My 
objective is just to let 
the world know that 
most of the athletes 
are clean and that 
most of the athletes 
want the sport to be 
clean 


Apparently Lewie’ 
ponytail was a false one. 

He ran the European 
circuit sporltng the tail 
and reliable reports of 
those meets referred to 
his artificial tall’ 










It 8 very personal I’m the type 
that ~ It’s important to me but I’m 
not the type who poes out toid 
sei earns and yells Itsveiy 
pel sonal but, it s imporlaut to rm* 

What about your mfluencrs — your 
parents, your sister, m ho you ate 
apparently very close to eti etc 
All my influenc’es. the peiiple 
around me, have been very 
positive- and they've been 
throughout my career all my 





friends, coaches, managers club 
team, family all have been vei y 
important In my success 

Could you sing^le out one particular 
influence’ 

Well, 1 think it’s really been a team 
effort -some people have come to 
the forefront at different times of 
my career, at different times of the 
year, at different times of the 
day—so I don’t believe there is one 
single influence 

r ell me something about the Santa 
Monica Club 

I’ve been there since 1980 and I’ve 
seen the club grow from that point 
to one of the best clubs in the 
world to easily the most 
recognisable club of all time And 
the most powerful club, not pist 
entirely in terms of what can be 
done, but in athletes, competition, 
goals, everything 
We just try and work to be the 
best we can be in competition, we 
encourage each other, we look out 
for each other, we tram with each 
other—we’re very inspired to be 
the best we can be 

Carl, how would you rate yourself, 
considering how much you 've achieved, 
and how much of your potential you’ve 
tapped’ 

1 think I've tapped quite a bit of my 
potential (chuckles) 1 would have 
to say that 1 rate myself I don t 
know I don’t want to get into 
that I j ust rate myself as vet y 
happy 

Satisfied’ 

Satisfied (he grins and exhales) 
my goodness Satisfaction (long 
pause) you cannot even measure 
how much satisfaction I’ve had, 
how much joy I’ve had in 
competition, meets travels, 
everything—oh yeah, I’m veiy 
satisfied 

Is there anything left you want to do’ 

I don’t know if there s anything m 
particular, I just enjoy doing the 
things that I do and as lung as 1 
can enjoy the parts of my life that 
I’m involved in, then I think I’ve 
fulfilled those goals 

Thank you 
Okay • 







Running Forever 


JOHN WALKER 


N the confines of Delhi's Nehru Stadium all attention 
was focussed unabashedly on Carl Lewis, Evelyn 
Asford and Said Aouita Few initially cared or noticed 
the man in the shadows, a solitary figure in 
predominantly all-black, quietly and relentlessly 
striding up and down the grassy field John Walker, 
down from New Zealand is used to being taken for 
old, an Olympic gold in Montreal 1976, he is easily the 
longest rdigmng miler in international athletics Oo for a mile run—look 
for Walker 

There is something very humane about Walker’s involvement with 
competitive sport "I love running” he says, “and I want to remain in 
international athletics as long as I am able to, so long as it does not 
interfere with my normal routine in life ” In a career nearly two decades 
long, he has had plenty ol ups and downs He recalls the many occasions 
when he has been beset by injuries in his best running years But these he 
considered temporary hurdles, which he was able to overcome and return 
to the running scene with a vengeance 
It 18 difficult to broach the subject of the past and the future from one 
who has run the sub lour minute mile more often than any other human 
being in modern history (126 times to be ptecise), especially when the 
person happens to be one who is looking ahead all the time 
"I really am happy to be in India” he said,"! am touched by the public 
response to the visiting athletes You really should be doing much better in 
international athletics than you seem to, and I am sure that the Permit 
Meet would encourage your federation to involve your top stars in more 
competitions” 

Walker was under the impression that Indian athletes did not get 
sufficient exposure to the international scene “Top class athletics is really 
about competitions and more competitions,” he said “Without it you are 
lost It is really that which has kept me going all these years ” 

Walker seemed as enthusiastic about running his 1500 metres races, 
before the start of the Delhi Meet as he did at the end of his effort on 
September 19, when he finished fourth behind Said Aouita, Aziz Sahare 
and Steve Ovett One race led to another, m his scheme of things As soon 
as the meet was over he was making plans for the next event in the USA 
"What are your plans for the Commonwealth Games next year,” he was 
asked There was a very gentle, almost nervous, smile “Well, they are in 
New Zealand,” he said “and I intend to take part in them'” 

Walker is very much involved with young people at home He is a 
fximmunity worker who has done much for the rehabilitation of disabled 
children “I worry about the younger generation in New Zealand,” he says 
“There is too much video culture all round and athletics seems to have been 
hit for a six” It is, according to him, the prime reason for the downfall of 
competition running in the country “That’s why I am so pleased to see 
such huge crowds in Delhi I would certainly like to run here again” 

The meeting ended somewhat abi uptly It was getting to midnight, and 
the messiah of running had to catch his plane 
The Walker visit has left a very good taste m one’s mouth For one who 
was Olympic 1600 metres champion 13 years ago. and the first man to run 
the mile under 3 minutes 50 seconds, life goes on as if it were just a part of a 
much larger ethos, where runmng is not an end in itself 
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DAVID GOWER 

looks back on a nightmare called captaincy 




T he last rites of 

another 1 

hr t -t, i 

I' .V ru I 

oemg per foi mod and the 
inevitable question 
plunged David Gower 
into a reflective silence 
"Am I bittei*^" he asked, 
eventually "Well, not 
exactly bitter Let’s say 
there’s the odd character 
involved in the wtiole 
business that I’m not 
veiy impressed with 
,'Am I bitter'^ ’ 


He attempted a 
sardonic smile that 
suggested nothing 
could be gained by 
recrimination But, 
since he predicted his 
successors will be 
subjected to even gfreater 
pressure, his dilemma 
demands explanation 
There is no future in 
decent men being 
broken by the job of 
captaining the England 
cru ket team 
Outwardly, Gower 
gives an impression of 
resilence He has. he 
insists, reached the 
stage where sympathy, 
however 

well-intentioned, is 
iriitating The prospect 
of a successful shoulder 
operation in 
mid-October underpins 
his ambition to make an 
inceniational comeback 
Dig deeper, however, 
and the self-doubt 
appeals One suspects 
that, m the enforced 
idleness of winter, he 
will be ambushed by a 
sense of having been 
passed by 

They remember 
people by how many 
runs they've scored, 
don’t they‘d’’ he asked 
plaintively at one point 
as we spoke in the 
corner of the Trent 
Bridge dressing-room 
Deemed a failure as a 
captain, he is forced to 
subdue the 
unaerstandable 
suspicion that his 
Hbcence from the West 
I'idles lour owes more to 
personality than talent 
"I still have a certain 
empathy with Ted 
Dexter But it is hard to 
define, for instance, 
what Mickey Stewart 
has to do as an England 
manager How far does 
his influence extend’” 
Whisper it in the 
presence of Mr Dexter, 
seli-proclaimed symbol 


^’ve never lost my 
sense of enjoyment, 
but the game does 
start to waarvou 
down. It is hartferto 
get in the frame of 
mind to score 
hundreds.” 


of perfection, but 
influence should be 
accompianied by 
accountability Gower 
hopes, for the sake of his 
successor Graham 
Gooch, for a sharper 
sense of perspective 
“When you wm it’s a 
fabulous job, ” he said "1 
vaguely remember that 
bit of it But, at the 
moment, I don’t think 
there is a harder job in 
British sport 
“It’s a question of 
accepting the odd 
human frailty People 
want their England 
captain to be a 
charismatic personality 
and a world-beater as a 
player He must also 
have the tactical 
appreciation of a 
Solomon There’s no-one 
around like that ” 

Gower believes the 
most realistic option is a 
“mature captain of at 
least 28” backed by a 
respected 

manager-coach with 
recent playing 
experience Keith 
{•’letcher is the obvious 
candidate for such a 
post 

III an intolerant age in 
which any weakness, 
real or imagined, is 
magnified, the captain 
ne^s a strong character 
and all the friends he 
can get 
“Basically, the 
problem boils down to 
suspicion getting to 
you,” said Gower 
“When I started off this 
year I said to myself 
'Right, you know the 


rules of the media game 
You are not going to get 
upset or lose your 
temper’ 

“Well, that was a bit 
over-ambitious It is 
impossible to ignore or 
be shielded fi om the 
criticism and the 
insulting headlines that 
bear no relation to the 
stones that appear 
beneath 

“It all becomes very 
personal However 
much you tell yourself 'I 
know what I’m doing’ if 
you’re attacked in 
unreasonable terms it 
has a weai mg effect ” 

Gowei's self-belief was 
at Its lowest ebb after the 
Ashes were lost at Old 
Trafford Only a sense of 
defiani-e, fiied by letters 
of support from such 
sportsmen as P’lnlay 
Calder, the Bi iiish Lions 
captain, prevented him 
from taking the easy 
way out and resigning 

However even the 
Boys of Summer grow 
up and grow old At the 
age of 33. ret i rement is 
not the distant prospect 
it once seemed 

’1 don’t evei want to 
let my standai ds drop, 
to slide into 

semioblivion,’ he found 
himself reflecting "I 
don’t ever want to be one 
of those players who 
force themselves to the 
ci ease to pick up 
another C20, or 
whatever 

“I’ve never lost my 
sense of enjoyment. but 
the game does shut to 
wear you down It is 
hardei to get in the 
frame of mind to score 
hundreds 

“But there are a lot of 
things you want to hang 
on to The gcxxl people in 
the game the friends 
you make 1 know that, 
when the time comes. I’ll 
miss cricket ” 

Cou'teSr Tri«Ua>i/lB'»ur^in 
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Snapper offers better value 
for money A wider range of 
models And unique features 
that put It in a class of its own 
That s why more people smile 
with Snapper than any other 
camera 
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NEHRU CENTENARY ATHLETICS, DELHI 






It all began with 
everyone going blue m 
the face 

First, the trumpeteei s 
who manfully blew their 
welcoming notes, only 
to be effectively drowned 
out by the grating 
shenai's blaring from 
the public address 
system 

Then, Sardar Buta 
Singh, who was fast 
1 uniiing out of breath 
and adjectives in a 
mastci f ul el fori to 
expound on the 
‘greatness’ of 
Jawahatlal Nehi u and 
eai n himself some plus 
points from a certain Mr 
Gandhi 

And finally, the 
organisers, whose 
balloons flew, but alas 
not then pigeons of 
peace Till, of course, an 
intrepid soul plucked 
them from the track and 
hurled them into forced 
flight Afinctaveli’i 
thrower he would have 


Aouita plucks, prods, 
pulls, caressess his 
hamstring muscle 
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HuJ^garian Judit 
Fosgarcs....who cried 
everytime her 
countrymen lost...she did 
a lot of crying 


A' 


made And anyway, 
what's a little pigeon 
droppings between 
runners*^ 


Then oame the champ. 
But was Champ Carl 
worth it9 Worth what? 
An anonymous felJow 
called Jtumoar has It 
that the small sum ofBa 
46 lakhs (all dollar 
payments by a ' 


>ifl 


non-resident Indian) 
was his price tag And 
helost^ Was thechampa 
ohump^Jetlag, faulty 
starting blocks, the 
fatigue of a below par 
season, all (mntributed 
to Lewis’metboore 
performance His loss 
really was insignifioant 
considering the meet 
had sacrificed its 
competitive excitement 
for an exhibition 'a 










. Toni* Campbell, itlf LI 

contested technlclen’ ”1 
hurdler goes at it smooth - 


'-V vitandlfl 
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flavour If anything 
confused it was Lewis' 
tiinjji ^'—10 47 
seconds —a slow motion 
run which prompted his 
manager Joe Douglas to 
quip "The last time he 
was so slow was perhaps 
in high school” 

But Lewis was worth 
it for two reasons one 
the visual, the privilege 
of watching perhaps the 
greatest and 


aesthetically, surely the 
most beautiful sprinter 
ever In the relay final 
leg, he scythed across 
the track, his feet 
appearing to Just caress 
the tarmac before 
moving him back into 
flight Soul running 
This IS the difference 
between a Johnson and 
Lewis Johnson, 
chunky, sturdy, a study 
in explosive running 


Lewis, slim, effeminite, 
his muscles almost like 
liquid in his thigh, a 
study in rhythm and 
grace 

The other reason is 
Lewis'profmsionalism 
mobbed continuously 
pushed, shoved, leant 
on, all in terrible heat, 
the composure never 
cracked Dictaphones 
thrust mto his throat 
were spoken to, a 
million autographs were 
scribbled, countless 
queries were 
countered—and the 
smile never faded 

Then another 
professionalism 
emerged warm-uptime 
for the 100m The mob 
parted graciously 
allowing him a minimal 
15 ft by 60 ft area to 
limber up—flesh bulbs 
were popping like a 
Fourth of July 
celebration, but Lewis 
switched effortlessly 


from showman to 
athlete, his mind on his 
muscles, totally 
focussed on the race, 
absolutely oblivious to 
his surroundings 

It was a pleasure to 
have Carl Lewis here 
Will he come again^ 
“Yob", he apparently 
said And his payment^ 
“No problem I’ll make 
my money from the 
Western world and do 
what I can for the 
developing world” 

Fat Butcher, revered 
athletics cori'espondent 
of The Times, Ijondon 
and stadium 
commentatoi, just 
cvuldn't help himself 
“Ladies and gentlemen. 
Ml Said Aouita, the 
gieatest long distance 
runnel since Paavo 
Nurmi "And then on 
loHection added “The 
fjieatesl longdistance 
runner ovei" Butcher 








wiU find no ai ffument 
from me on that 
See Aouita The 
evening before Flanked 
by his coach and a 
protege he i tins 
5-10-15-201 ips round 
the track feet softly 
padding out a set pace, 


face impassive- thin 
hands, thin legs s/ioit, 
but he's got a 8-cylinder 
Rolls Royce engine sewn 
into his soul 
The body warm, tne 
m uscles awoken. he 
exercises Ijoftlegon 
coach'sshouldei right 


hand gently grasping 
his coach's fingers for 
support left hand 
trem ulously searching 
along the 

hamstring —pulling, 
prodding, caressing’, 
stretching the most vital 
cog m his machine 


The Tooby-or>not>Tooby 
twin sisters, Angeia and 
Susan 

The next day the 
machine is unleashed 
He runs like a man alone 
in a forest—he knows no 
rival, no 

competition—these are 
trivial matters, mortal 
matters He strides with 
his protege fot fun and 
then establishes his 
right to be teachei with 
a change ot pace, an 
acceleration that 
appears impossible yet 
it IS happening Ilts 
stride IS enormous, his 
exertion only measuied 
by his teeth bated in a 
tiny Mot i ocean 
snarl -this guy is some 
runner 


There are othei people 
here too Some relatively 
unknown— the 
Tooby-or-not-Tooby twin 
sisters Angola and 
Susan Some totally 
unknown- Hossein 
Shayan, an Iranian high 
jumper not a very good 
high jumper, but a 
wonderlul young man 

At 2 05m. sneezable 
height for some of the 
other jumpers, Shayan 
has his third and final 
try He leaps, his calf 
flicks the bar off 
Landing on his back, he 
covers his face with his 
hands Some may sneeze 
at 2 05m, but for Shayan 
that IS his present 
challenge He is feeling 
his own agony of 
failure 

But he leaps up, 
strides towards the high 
jump supervisor, an old 
man with an even older 
white beard, shakes his 
hands profusely in 
thanks, and then sits 
beside the pit head 
buried in his hands 
again 

There will be another 
time for Hossein Shayan 
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If Aouita, the braeen 
lone woU, exemplified 
the beauty of front 
running and raw speed, 
Khlaid Skah and John 
Doherty demonstrated 
quite magnifioently the 
essence of tactical 
running, in the SOOOm. 
A race certainly worth 
preserving on film 
Doherty is an 
Irishman, if he is 
eccentric it doesn’t 
show He dogs Skah like 
an oversealous 
bodyguard, almost 
embarrassed to take the 
lead 

Skah and Doherty are 
as close as Siamese 
twins, their feet move 
splat^plat on the 
ground in perfect 
harmony, they breathe 
evenly and equally, 
otherwise they duel in 
silence aware only of 
each other 
But Skah is a Mad 
Moroccan—every now 
and then he unleashe 
frenetic bursts which 
pull him 15 m ahead of 
Doherty Then, as if 
playing a game, he 
reduces stride and 
speed, for Doherty to 
catch up—as if missmg 
Irish breath on his neck 
A pattern emerges as 
Skah does this 
repeatedly 
The last lap must be 
special and it IS With 
about 270m to go, 
Doherty overflowing 
with adrenalin, shoots 
for the moon with a 
terrifyingly fast 
kick—after 4,730m this 
Irishman is moving like 
a bat out of hell What 
does he eat? For a 
flickering Instant Skah 
reels and then chases 
Round the final bend 
they come, in perfect 
symmetry, ragged 
breath for ragged 
breath, courage for 
I courage—Skah is 21 
' years old, Doherty is 


more experienced So it 
is barely, just, an Irish 
wm— this 18 what sport 
is all about 

In castp Anyone forg'ot, 
the Inch Ana wci o theie 
too 

The Dolln ciowci are 
gteat bell vox a in 
vocAliamg And Michelle 
Taylor's sleek and svelte 
legs were appj ecjAted 
with some lugh decibel 
whistling— not ioi long, 
as Shiny Wilson head 
shaking madly with 
effoi t, flailed past her to 
win the 8 <X)m -the 
crowd's appi oval shook 
the night 

The people rose again 
to honour Hoaa Kutty in 
the ISOOm, a bia'^e 
resilient i un. hut the 
delirium was vel to 
come 

In the800)11 (li)iacf‘ 


Avtai Singh, feeding on 
the baying crowd led 
thiough the first 
4 UOm - with 2 O 0 m left. 
Iranian Hamid Sajdi 
acceleiated to 
oveitake-- violent 
sounds erupted from the 
stands as I he Sardc.r, 
findings new energy, 
sprinted past the 
Iranian again, saw his 
lesei ves dry ten metres 
from the line and lost by 
a yard in the most 
ten Me agony 

The people of Delhi did 
not care that he 
lost—and they let the 
Sardai know it 

And spare a precious 
thought for some you never 
heard of, never saw, were 
there all the same 

Of the girls, without 
proper kit or proper training 
from 7ambta and Somalia 


The wonderfully sounding 
Ausa Mwemdachabe in the 
800m 

The unknown girl no~one 
saw itretchered off the track 
in the SOOOm 

Miss ,S Bile, who 
finished 120m behind the 
leaders in the ISOOm, took 
off her shoes and limped off 
quietly back into 
annonymily 

Thanks for coming 

Whether India will now 
be awarded a Gi and Prix 
meet is still 
questionable What is 
not, 18 the government’s 
decision to rope in 
companies, like ITC 
(who hosted Carl liewis 
and the Santa Monu'a 
team^to help bring 
down international 
athletes 

TEXTBYROHiTBRiJNATH 
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INTERNATIONAL 
ATHLETICS MEET, 
CALCUTTA 
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Hot, Dank And 
Gtoomy....* 

.... was the weather but that did not prevent the 
athletes from basking in the warmth of Calcutta’s 

famed friendliness 


HE pxalice officer at the entr¬ 
ance to the Salt Lake Stadium 
was bein^ a little sarcastic He 
said; There are more police peo¬ 
ple around than spectators ’ 
Then he gave a mocking little 
smile and continued. The orga¬ 
nisers should not have had any 
tickets for this show Instead, it 
shcHild have been free and the children from the 
vaiious schcxils should have been invited They 
would have enjoyed it more and they could also be 
inspired ’ 

OockI point The stadium was indeed three-fourths 
empty The Hekotran track had patches of water 
liere and there It had rained hard throughout the 
day Although it had brought the temperature 
down the tiack had become soft Athletes milled 
about on the football field Some were jogging, some 
were stretc-hiiig their limbs, some were yawning 
In the bowels of the stadium, the Working Presi¬ 
dent of the West Bengal athletics unit, Mr Arun 

Andreas Berger after 


Banerjee was having a trying time A Hungarian 
woman sprinter had forgotten something And Mr 
Banerjee was trying to arrange a car for her to go 
back to collect it from the hotel 

Ken Washington wa« talking mtensely to a young 
Indian ‘I know I can trust you’ he said, ‘So I am 
leaving my things with you ’ 

Washington was a fly-by-mght operator He ran 
his 400m race, won it with ease, took the money, 
and his flight ticket and vanished the same mght 
from the city The epitome of the professional 
athlete or is it the ‘grab and run’ syndrome working 
here‘s 

Suddenly, Suresh Kalmadi and his entourage 
swept past on his way to the field He was the guest 
of honour He had the contended and arrogant look 
of a man who had made a good killing After 
holding that glamour meet in Delhi, he has national 
fame Is a ministerial post far behind*^ (after all, 
nobody knew about Buta Singh till the Asian Games 
in 1982 Now he is a senior Union Mimster ) 

his victory In the 100m 










Indian Attiletes Take Drugs—O.M. Namblar 


The well-known coaoh makes some startling' revelations about drugs 

in Indian athletics 



'Normally, when 
you have 
achieved a 
personal best in 
your event within 
the country, you 
should be able to 
duplicate that in 
an internationai 
competition. But 
most of the time, 
that does not 
happen, 

especially in the 
strength events 
(the throws, etc) 
where the 
athletes perform 
poorly abroad. I 
can only conclude 
that they are 
afraid of the drug 
tests and so do 
not take it in 
internationai 
competition.’ 


O M N AMBIAR had a sunple question to ask 
Why was it that Indian athletes did very well 
when they were perfonmng in India and why was 
It that they come up with mediocre perfurmanoes 
in meets abroad'^ 

‘1 find it strange' he said, ‘Normally, when you 
ha ve achieved a personal best in your event 
within the counti y, you should be able to 
duplicate that in an inteniatiouul competition 
But most of the time, that does not happen, 
especially in the strength events, (the throws etc) 
where the athletes perform poorly abroad I can 
only conclude that they are afraid of the drug 
tests and so do not take it in international 
competition There is no doubt about that 
Because if you perform well you are 
automatieally subject to drug tests So, it is better 
to perfot m poorly After all, the important thing 
IS to get a trip abroad ’ 

‘Now he smiled and said, 'thei*e is no way to 
prove this 1 mean, people take drugs and it may 
be taken in the privacy of their rooms and their 
toilets But there 18 a suspicion Recently, some 
medicine shops in Delhi told me about athletes 
buying drugs from there So 1 don’t thmk we are 
all inncx'ent' 

1 am sure’ he said, while bending and tapping 
Ubha on her back after hei 4U0m race/ that if 
Usha had taken drugs, her timing would come 
down to 48 secs in the 400ni ’ 

Nambiai gave a wicked smile He has a oertam 
iJiipisti quality about him and that makes him an 
mteiesting guy 

It yi )u realise' he continued, 'almost all of 
Usha 6 best timings have been made abroad She 
had to go th rough stringent di ug tests auid she 
has come through f woiidei how the athletes in 
1 he St r engt h ev ents will do in the dope tests * 

And again he gave a smile 
The point' he said, 'is to have drug testing in 
1 tulia Especially in the Inter State and National 
Championships Because otherwise, people will 
cont) 11 ue to take drugs When there is regular 
drug testing, you will have performances that are 
accurate and reflect the athlete's ability It is tune 
the AAl*! did something about this' 

S.S. 



There is no way 
to prove this. I 
mean, people 
take drugs and it 
may be taken in 
the privacy of 
their rooms and 
their toilets. But 
there is a 
suspicion. 
Recently, some 
medicine shops in 
Delhi told me 
about athletes 
buying drugs from 
there. So I don’t 
think we are all 
innocent. I am 
sure that if Usha 
had taken drugs, 
her timing would 
come down to 48 
secs in the 
400m.’ 


I 


I 


T HK meet WHS •ii'cl.ire'l '^^'cn The aniioun- 
(•er, a lady with a black l>ag on her left arm 
read out the list of paTiu-ipants for the 
400ni race Cinly one proWem the names 
that were read out were of those lAlui weie supposed 
to run the lOOri The 40Om ra/i* was run Ken 
Washington won it. almost with one eye 

closed But the real farc'e <’aine in the 400m hurdles 
There were eight lanes but the names of four 


participants were called, including P T Usha But 
when the gun cracked, there was only two partici¬ 
pants. Kum Kum Mondal and Shantimol Philips 

It was a poor race for Kum Kum She seemed out 
of touch and Shantimol did not even have to strain to 
wm There was talk thatKum Kum w&s lecovering 
from a knee mjury sustauned in the national mi>et m 
Madras some time ago 

The 800m for women took place In Shiny Wil- 





son’s absence, Rosa Kutty won but she was a little 
disappointed ‘It was a slow lace' she said, 'but then 
the track was not hard It wasn’t good for running ’ 
In the lOOm , Andreas Berger won in a timing of 
lU 5 secs Suddenly, overnight, Berger had become 
a sensation because of his Delhi win over Carl Lewis 
And then there was Ashwini Nachappa, the 
national champion in the sprint events She came 
second in the 200m and she seemed to be strutting 
and preenmg a lot One got the impression that 
Ashwini was trying very hard to become India’s 
Flo-Jo in women's athletics 
In the ISOOm race for men, Steve Ovett won with a 
timing of 3 46 5 Which was sixteen seconds below 
his personal best Ovett clearly lacks Sebastian Coe's 
skill ot retiring at the right time 

STEVE OVEIT sits in the visi¬ 
tors galleiy, wearing a ‘Sports 
Aid’ t-shirt on the second day of 
competition He looks calm and 
relaxed Next to him aie the 
other Biitish athletes, Angela 
Tooby and Nick Mon is and the 
evei-smiling David Mooi croft 
Ovett says, I lun because I 
love to run I plan to run till 1 
cannot run any moie I haven’t yet decided what I 
would do after I retire from athletics The fact is that 
I’m enjoying myself very much To r un has been a 
God given gift, and 1 have been running from early 
childhood When you use your natural talents, you 
tend to be happy ’ 

His voice IS clear and piecise, his eyes even more 
clearer, a nice blue, and he came across as a sincere 
and straightforward man 

What about the Ben Johnson scandal*^ 

Tt had to happen he replied, ‘although I feel that 
the media has sensationalised the issue Things are 
not that bad I am not saying people do not take 
drugs But it 18 a very small percentage Most 
athletes are clean, I think ’ 

Steve Ovett is a professional runner He has been 
so all his life But now athletics has made him a rich 
man He has bought a 27-room mansion in Scotland 
where he lives with his wife Rachel and a pair of 
Dobermans He runs an hour in the morning and in 
the evening, he does track work Because of his 
fame as an ex-Olympic champion, he is still a draw 
in most meets In Calcutta, he was the object of 
curiosity and awe 

The day previous, he had a long jog with David 
Moot croft, and was drenched m sweat He sat on a 
bench and was taking off his jogging shoes Two 
photogiaphei s sat un their haunches, trying to take 
snaps of him One of them had a Icxik of awe A 
couple of journalists were standing next to Ovett 
and talked loudly to each other The young photo 
gi apher turned to the journalists and put a finger 
on his lips Silence, brothers 
It was like being jn school 
Ovett took part in the SOOOm with David Moor- 
croft and Ireland’s John Doherty The idea was to 






Steve Ovett on hie wey to victory in the 1500m 

Aehw i ni Nechappe: the winner In the women’s 
100m 



‘I run because I love to run I plan to run till I cannot run any 
more I haveiit yet decided what I would do after I retire from 
athletics The fact is that I am enjoying myself veiy much To 
run has been a God-given gift, and I have been running from 
early childhood When you use your natural talents, you tend 
to be happy ’—Steve Ovett 


tiHp India’s Bahadur Prasad to clock a time below 
foul teen minutes At first, Moorcroft led the pack of 
runnels right up till the 1600m mark Then Ovett 
tixik ovei and led lor a lap, before, near the far end,’ 
he quietly diopped off Then Doherty moved into the 
lead and he kept a good enough pace Prasad stayed 
close to Dohei ty After the race, Doherty said that he 
had slowed down to encourage the Indian 

With about four laps to go, Bahadur Prasad moved 
into the lead and there was Steve Ovett at the far 
side, standing on the track and clapping his hands 
and urging Prasail on There was wild cheering 
fiom the .stands Pi asad ran in a smooth steady 
rhythm, and at the end of every lap, he would 
consult a watch which he held in his right hand 

The bell rang and John Dobei ty was thirty metres 
behind No problem He pressed on the accelerator 
his face red frorn I tie heat and the humidity, and it 
was a matter of time before he whi/.zed past Bahadur 
Prasad down the home stretch, to hit the tape, a 
winner Praead came second and clocked 13 59 9B 
and he was only the ttiird Indian in our athletic 
histoiy to come under fouiteen minutes A remark¬ 
able effort and all tlianks to the Hiitish contingent 
for making it jxissible 

Earlier in tiu* evening, all eyes were on P T Usha 
Popiuai smiling, simple and lonfident, Usha was 
quite a hit with the fans But she disappointed on 
the track At tlie turn’ slie recounted, ‘just when I 
normally have a strong spiint left in me. I found 
that there was nothing ’ Usha came second in the 
400m in a time of 5J 07 sec-s (Her personal best is 
51 61 secs) while Jiidit Forgacs of Hungary came 
first in a time of .53 51 sckis 

‘It had to happmi’ Usha said, as she massaged t.i r 
calves ’I have not done any speed training So theie 
IS really nothing to worry ’ 

Some of the other Indian winners were Ashwini 
Narhappa in the lOOm Praveen Jolly in the high 
huidlcs Kosa Kutty came third behind Britain’s 
Nick Moms and Angela Toirby in tlie 1500m 
The meet was coming to a close and the Salt Lake 
Stadium was looking absolutely beautiful in the 
night The strong metal halide lamps had lit up Itie 
stadium in a bluish white light, the gicen field 
shone lustrously, the rain had made it greener and 
in this beautiful suriounding p»rople ran and throw 
and jumped in the name of good, healthy competi¬ 
tion 

All in all, a nice way to spend a Saturday evening 


PHOIOCKAIHS 
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IMRF PACE FEVER CONTESTI 


SLAM! BANG! 





Splayed just 
foiurTest 
matches He 
seemed to be 
the perpetual 
second 
wicketkeeper He was by 
no means one of India’s 
outstanding cricketers 
But whatever Bharath 
Reddy's Test career 
lacked, his dynamism, 
energy and pubhc 
relations acumen 
compensated for He is 
always thinking of new 
ideas and fresh 
concepts He is willing 
to work hard to make 
these dreams come true 
And for the last few 
months he has travelled 
thousands of miles—to 
Sharjah and West 
Indies, to USA and 
England— in an effort to 
brmg to life his 
dream his dream of a 
new concept for a 
cricketing contest which 
would be hiB benefit 
match And that IS how 
some of the leading 
cricketers in the world 
were present in Madras 
last week The highlight 
of the competition, 
labelled by the sponsors 
as ‘MRF Pace Fever’, 
being the fearsome and 
famous West Indian 
pace quartet—it should 
have been quintet but 
with Curtley Ambrose 
missing his flight from 
London there were 
four—Courtney Walsh, 
Ian Bishop, Malcolm 
Marshall and Patrick 
Patterson 

Accoring to the rules 
of the day-long contest, 
the four bowlers would 
send down a total of 14 
overs each—to seven 
pairs of batsmen The 
pairs bemg Haynes and 
Logie (West Indies), 
Vengsarkar and 
Manjrekar (India), 
Miandad and Wasim 
Raja (Pakistan), Wood 
and Veletta (Australia), 



Rameez Raja and Salim 
Malik (Pakistan). 
Shastri and Sidbu 
(India! and Srikkanth 
and Kapil Dev (India) 
Each pair would face 
eight over—two from 
each bowler— and the 
pair getting the 
maximum number of 
runs would be the 


without being 
dismissed Shastriand 
Sidhu could not make 
much headway against 
the four-man pace 
attack, getting only 88 
runs but with Sidhu run 
out once, the effective 
total was reduced to only 
21 

The entertainment 


though bf)th Iwtsmen 
weredisniisfitslMnve the 
effective total at l)b was 
highei than Ilaynos and 
IjOgie’s 

Then came the rta ya 
besteiiteitaiiunejit b.l 
fluent urns floin the 
dashing Srikkdiitil and 
Kapil Dev Riikkanth’s 
lnnedlsri)ih.sal 



Mrs Sheila Haul being introduced to the participants 


winners If dismissed, 
the batsman would not 
retire to the pavilion but 
would continue to bat 
five runs being deducted 
ftom the total for each 
dismissal 
The totally new 
concept, heralded as 
never before seen in the 
world, as well as the top 
names involved 
guaranteed a crowd and 
there were some 20,000 
spectators present at the 
Chidambaram Stadium 
on the Saturday Indeed, 
it was near Test match 
atmosphere when the 
proce^ings got off to a 
sedate start with Wood 
and Veletta, the fust 
pair, hitting 38 runs 


continued to be limited 
with the third pair, 
Vengsaikar and 
Manjrekar, 
accumulating 45 runs 
but finishing with 40 
c'ourtesy a Manjrekar 
run out 

The crowd finally got 
something to cheer 
about when the West 
Indian duo of Haynes 
and Logie used 
sparkling strokes and 
1 an quick singles to get 
52 without being 
dismissed even once to 
take the lead in this 
unique contest The 
lead, however, was 
shortlived as Salim 
Malik and Rameez Raja 
hit 66 runs and, even 


effectively 1ow»mm| tii« h 
score to .5H jiixid 
enough still toi tin ai to 
be the leadei s 
Witli Rs lo OdOcrtc h 
foi t he top hatting pan 
and best sti ike late 
bowler, an element of 
.seriousness wa.s 
thankfully present The 
ground fielding, by l(x,al 
senior division and 
junior state a mixture 
of genuine enlhusiasm 
and the hope of Ks 50(X) 
as the best fielder 
Siikkanth the jieiqietual 
piankstei, mankeyed 
around with the West 
Indian pacemen on 
cxicasion just enough 
to keep the crowd m 
pleasant gcxKi humoui 
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It wab a pity then, that 
aniaivellous dfys 
Cl icket ended with on 
nutating whimpei as 
aiHin ab the labt pair, 
Jjved Miandad and 
W.isiin Kaja came on 
play descended to a 
faicicdllevel Miandad. 
bleating about fitness 
piublcins, batted 
oventuallv at Bharat 
Reddy's request Almost 
immediately Raja was 
Ixiwled thi ice 
consecutively by 
Mai shall with Miandad 
following suit when 
Walsh bowled him with 
his next t hr e» deliveries 
Both the West Indian 


pace bowlers had now 
registered freak 'hat 
tricks”, and the crowd 
sensing a farce 
responded with a 
deserved booing Aftei 
just Z 5 ove»'s, Miandad 
limped otf ostensibly in 
some pain and the 
contest came to ai' 
abrupt and 

disappointing end For 
the recor d the score of 
the Miandad-Raja 
pairing was minus 28 
The denouement came 
as an unnecessai y 
11 ritant to the spectators 
who otherwise 
fortunately, had 
something to cheei 


almost thioiigh theday 
A lov'ely on di ive by 
Vengsai kai off 
Patterhon a flowing off 
di IV e b y Ranu e/ Raja of 
Mai shall and a pixitic 
coyer diive- this time 
otf the backfixit by 
Salim Malik off 
Marshall Siikkaiith 
helped with a smashing 
on di ive ol Walsh and 
hitting Mai shall on the 
rise ovei the extra cover 
fence laid claim to the 
day’s only six Kapil 
Dev, hampeicd by an 
ankle injury and batting 
with a lunner was 
understandably 
subdued, but still 


managed three 
boundaries 
Despite the contest 
being only a benefit 
game, the West Indian 
pacemen took their job 
reasonably seriously, 
with a couple of 
occasional bouncers and 
extra fast deliveries that 
had the batsmen 
wriggling in 
discomfort Still, it was 
strange that the first 
wicket fell in the 38th 
over when Rameez was 
caught at mid on To the 
next delivery, Salim 
Malik was caught 
behind and this gave 
Bishop two wickets off 
successive deliveries 
Bishop also took the 
third wicket having 
Srikkanth caught at 
extra cover in the 46th 
ovei Thest* were the 
only three wickets to fall 
as long as the contest 
was ‘serious" The 
organisers sensibly 
overlooked the farce of 
the last 2 5 overs when 
Marshall and Walsh got 
their “hat tricks’ and 
awarded Bishop the 
bowlers prize for 
maintaining the best 
strike rate 
To make his benefit 
game a social occasion 
too, Bharath Reddy 
invited a number of 
former Test cricketers 
like Sunil Gavaskar, 
Madan Lai, Jaisimha, 
Narasimha Rao, BP 
Patel, Roger Binny, 

Syed Kirmani (who kept 
wickets for the 
competition along with 
Kiran More) Anshuman 
Qaekwad and Mohinder 
Amarnath Gavaskar 
gave away the awards 
and Srikkanth and 
Kapil Dev presented 
their prize of Rs 20,000 
to Reddy All told it was 
a fairly enjoyable days 
cricket—if one could 
only forget the last 
unhappy episode # 


30 





LISTEN TO THIS PICTURE 
ON MELTRACK 



hrcn/ial lingers on the trelboanl,’' Kolling 
wrists on the drunisel J' Minil blowing miHlulatioiis 
on the initrophoiit Scintillatini’ sounds tiom the 
svnlhesi/tt Mu' ic ^ The greatest tonn ot oui 
limes« 


M 

MUBUGAPgg 

RUBCTmWMICB LTD 



And Meltraek T he greatest tribute to the 
magic of music , \ product ot authentic Japanese 
technologs ^ I xacting qualitv control J‘'klgolou^ 
testing* r(> bung you >uui lasourite music c\acll> 
a > you know it ^ And love it 

Meliiack Born out ol a genuine 
undcistanding ol the power ot music * Pure 
music g 


MELTRACK 

Audio Cassettes 

Music. Pure and Clear. 
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GUEST COLUMN 


India HAS FINALLY , 
ARRIVED ON THE SCENE! 






Corona 


It can now be said with 
conviction that India has 
finally arrived on the 
international athletics 
scene Following the 
twn-day extravaganza in 
Delhi’s Nehru Stadium, 
Indians can hope for 
classy fields in the 

fut lire too Elveii in Euiope very few cities 
can boast of the kind of field Delhi 
managed to collect for the meeting which 
I gather was one of the major sporting 
activities in the first Indian Prime 
Ministei Jawaliailal Nehiu's centenary 
year 

1 was in here in India last year too 
There has been definite improvement in 
tne standaits of the Indian athletics, the 
< induct ol the meeting, the 
acconimodation and generally, 
everything India, I believe, is trying to 
get ailoted a Oi and-Prix meeting and if it 
succeeds in getting one, it will become 
the first Asian country to do so From 
what I have seen hers, there is certainly a 
casefoi India 

The facilities are all ol international 
class and the last two years have shown 
that fop athletes are not averse to coming 
to India The apprehension of the kind of 
facilities which await a first-timei to 
India disappear soon aftei one has spent 
a few days here Many people back in 
England wanted to know about India 
when 1 went back after my first visit last 
year It was then I realised that people 
had too many pieconceived notions that 
need to be dispelled with For that, Indian 
organisers and promoters need to meet 
moie athletes and their managers 
abroad 

Compared to last year, the conduct was 
excellent though there was room for 
furthei improvement For instamce, the 
guys who decide which athletes are 
grouped together must make sure that 
the top athletes run m the same race The 
sight ol Greg Foster running in the same 
race with Tome Campbell would have 
elicited even more inspiring 
performances The organisers wasted the 




opportunity even though they had both 
top hurdlers available 
The other improvements I noticed 
included the electronic timer which was 
not functioning last time and the crowd 
participation in terms of cheering the 
athletes and being able to follow the 
meet, event to event The commentary 
which went with the meet is something 
of a necessity for a country which is still 
in the growing up stage as far as 
athletics is concerned 
I am sure there must be a band of 
athletics followers in this country who 
must have been sorely disappointed with 
me for my performances There is. 
however, a valid reason for that The 
meet, scheduled as it is. in the latter half 
of September c-omes almost at the very 
end of the season, which begins in May 
Therefore, most athletes are in the phase 


of tapering off, and are tired in many 
cases The Indian Federation would do 
well to schedule it about four or five 
weeks earlier Then, the athletes would 
be in the right kind of mood and if the 
Grand Prix status is granted, then 
valuable points will be up for grabs In 
that sense the quality of the meet will 
improve even more 

Many people have been asking me 
about the loss Carl I^ewis suffered For 
one, I personally think Carl has had a 
fairly indifferent season And he 
certainly is not in the kind of shape he 
was in at Seoul last year Naturally one 
cannot be in the best form always At 
Delli I he looked a trifle overweight, may 
be because it was the very end of his 
season, and the start as in many 
instances in the past, let him down badly 
And then he made his bid to overhaul 
Andreas Berger rather late in the race 

F rom the Indian view point, the 
success of Bahadur Prasad, by itself 
makes the meet worthwhile Of course, 
there were others like Shiny Wilson, P T 
Usha, Ashwini Naehappaand Avtar 
Singh who caught the eye 
In Delhi, it became abundantly clear as 
to what extent systematic coaching can 
help athletes From India’s point of view 
after Bahadur’s superb show on the first 
day. It was Avtar Singh and Rosa Kutty’s 
turn One only wishes Hariry (Wilson) 
was here to see some fruits of his work 
Bahadur had erased a 23-year-old record 
m the 1,500 metres Avtar and Rosa did 
not do anything of that kind but they 


Bahadur Prasad: a tremendous 
improvement 




Shiny Wilson should 
do the 1500m also 


I was here in 
India last year 
too. There has 
been a definite 
improvement 
in the 

standards of 
the Indian 
athletics, the 
conduct of the 
meeting, the 
occommodatio- 
nand 
generally, 
everything. 
India, I 
believe, is 
tr^ng to get 
allotted a 
Grand Prix 
meeting and 
from what I 
hcnreseen, 
there is 
certainly a 


showed a lot ol guts and determination 
Avtar ran a brave rac-e f rom the f i ont He 
ran his guts out on the home straight in 
the 800m I aces He timed a shade over 
1 50 but 1 think he is 1 47 material in a 
year or two 

Rosa Kutty who ran in Shiny 
Abiaham's shadow in the 800m was a 
veiy diffei ent girl on the second day She 
kept to Mauritian Bouilie’s heel and made 
the break off the 200m point Rosa 
obviously knew she was a much b«‘tter 
sprinter The time 4 27 is something 
which can be improved upon by at least 
10 seconds But she tias to put on weight 
and she nc*ed8 many more stiff races 

I wr'uld have liked to see Shiny do the 
1,500m also She looks so strong and has 
the basic speed of a fairly good 400m 
runner to boot Maybe she ought to try 
the 1,500m as she is apparently having 
trouble cracking two minutes for 800m 
on the international front 

Last but not least the exhibition relay 
After a loss in one ol his slowest times 
10 47 seconds, Carl and his Santa Monica 
boys weie almost three seconds off the 
world mark in 4 x 400m Still in terms of 
exposure, Lewis , Aouita and the other 
super stars have done a lot to make 
athletics popular in India 

Prolv»«orwi> Vanagemvnt Gfoup 



Tm sick and tired of everyone sa; 


‘Dairell, you 


complusive, 


crazy, lying 


lunatic” 


UK fasU'st man on I'.ii I li 
Canaclidn Ken Jiduison was 
stripjx'cl of the S(^.>ul 
OlympiL loom gold cill('i 
h(‘ failed the di ug test and 
his woild leeoid He had 
confessed evei v tiling And 
now theie is the alh'gation 
that theattiai tive 
spr int-double gold medallist Arnei u an 
Floieiu’e-Oiiffilli Joynei had bought musile 
building substani'es f i otn (ompati lot spi intei 
Dill 1 ell Robinson 

Flo-Jo was tei i iblv ahcx-ked when Robinson gave a 
detaik'd aoi-ount in a West Gei man magazine Stci n 
In tact the w hoU'woi Id was stunned when theiepoit 
.ipjHMUst in all lhed<uhes It s unlielieveable the> 
sa\ Perhaps 

No Fk)-Joiouldn t piobablv t.ike the banned 
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Darrell Riibinson on hiR dlleq,Elions atioiil Flo-Jo 


substance Did Robinson plant the story'’ MecMuso 
when Griffith Jovnci won ffolds at Si’oul she was 
given a clean chit aftei the test But Kobinsun wai. 
adamant about altering his version what he told 
Stem he repeated the same story on an NBC 
television pi-ograninie He told the publication that 
he was told to take anabolic steroids by Tom Telia/, 
the Santa Monica Track Club and Cai 1 laiwis'coach 
It IS alleged that Griffith Joyner had asked him to 
obtain giowth hormones foi hei because he had 
‘connect ions’ Robinson seemed very confident 
about what he said by even going tt) the extent of 
saying that she paid him $1 U OOO in twenty $100 
bills 

‘Darrell you ai e a conipulMve, ci a/y, Iv ing 
lunatic, " Flo-Jo leactcKi in the same television show 
Carl I<>wi8 recommended psychiati ic tieatmeiit for 
Robinson Surprising that all this is being said aftei 
Flo-Jo retned from compt»tition last February She 
condemned such lib(‘llious chai ges "1 don't do 
drugs I never have taken any drugs I don't believe 
mthem It's a false arvusation " 

What are Flo-Jo's connections with Robinson, the 
1986 US national 400m champion'’ She had known 
Dan ell lor many years but both had talked a lot only 
on the track And it is known that Dariell has an 
insatiable hungei foi making up stones and if this 
be the case he would have done Ix'ttei writing stories 
instead of spoiling the mcxxl of a ti uly gt eat 
sprinter 

But who's telling the ti uth'’ Robinson has said 
that "the truth will come out” And he was 
particular about the pltu-e where Flo-Jo had wanted 
to know about anabolics about gi owth hormones 
And that he’d deli venxl t he dr ug to Florence Griffith 
on Venic'e Boulevard in Ixis Angeles in Marc h 1988 
Flo-Jo was a bit c'onfused but mustered enough 
confidence to ask one question If she had given 
money on that particular place in Mairh, then what 
was the date*’ “I want the date, txxiause I keep a diai y 
of everything I do, “said Flo-Jo 
Griffith Joyner’s business manager Gordon 
Baskin, said legal action would be taken in gcxxl 
time However the grapevine has it that Baskin and 
Robinson was paid $25,000 by the West German 
magazine 

“I’m not doing this just for the money,’’ Robinson 
said on the television programme, "The money issue 
isn’t an issue ’ 

“I'm sick and tired of hearing ever yom- saying 
they’re clean ’’ 

Like Robinson claims to have 8(>en a ncx'dle 
containing a milky-looking fluid being 
administered to Carl Lewis in his bedroom Perhaps 
Robinson still has a bagful of other track stories 
Griffith-pyner and hubby Al will be taking legal 
action against Robinson and Stern and anybody else 
who “pushed him (Darrell) into this “This story is 
something sensational arid now it’s over to the 
governing body of track in the Uniterl States to 
investigate into the allegations Ixd’s hope it is not 
another Johnson episode' 




FORMULA ONE CIRCUIT 


F ormula ONE’S 
fast tracks are 
paved with a 
little more than 
tarmac and 
smoking rubber 
now And the man doing 
all the damage is none 
other than the 
smcKith-talkin' 
cigar-chompin’ Nigel 
Mansell Having finally 
come to terms with 
Ferrar I’s revolutionary 


semi-automatic gearbox, 
the 36-year-old Mansell 
star ted this year with a 
bang, winning the 
Brazilian Grand Prix in 
flying style But come 
the Canadian GP and the 
Britisher was into the 
red Seems he had a 
last-minute problem 


with the Ferrari, dived 
into the pits to rectify it 
and started his race 
from the pitroad There 
was one small problem 
the rest of the field was 
still assembled on the 
starting grid' Even 
Mansell himself couldn’t 
fault the stewards for 
disqualifying him 
Ferrari’s misfortunes 
continued with their 
other driver Gerhard 


Berger totally ignoring 
a fast left-hander on the 
Italian circuit and 
cannonballing into the 
barriers at almost top 
speed The car bounced 
off the advertisement 
hoarding, threw itself 
into a cxiuple of violent 
tailspins and eventually 


rolled to a stop only to 
burst into flames By the 
time the rescue princes 
dragged the trapped 
Berger out he had 
suffered second and 
third degree burns The 
total lack of effort to 
make the turn sending 
shivers down Ferrari’s 
spine, the dreaded term 
’mechanical failure’ 
raising its menacing 
hood 


But Mansell, with his 
typical pugnaciousness, 
refused to let something 
so frightening slow him 
down He continued to 
throw the red Ferrari 
around the track with 
daring abandon, and 
kept himself within 
sight of this year’s 


drivers’title So what if 
he needed a smper-scope 
to do it, it was in sight, 
wasn’t it 

That was how things 
were poised when the 
cars burnt rubber at the 
recently-run Portuguese 
Grand Pnx Halfway 
into the race, Mansell 
was leading when he 
dived into the pits for a 
tyre-change on lap 38 
Gunning the engine a 
httle too much in his 
enthusiasm, by the time 
Mansell got his foot on 
the brake his car had 
shot past the P’errari 
pits Even as his 
mechanics scrambled 
for the car in an effort to 
push it back to their bay. 
Mansell panicked and 
shifted into reverse 
Twenty seconds and a 
fresh set of tyres later, 
he was out on the track 
again, clawing his way 
back into the race But 
the damage had been 
done Formula One 1 ules 
expressly pi ohibit 
reversing of cai s in the 
pit-lane the penalty 
being disqualification 

But things weie to get 
vwse for Mansell Far 
worse Rejoining the 
race in fourth place, he 
had passed one oar and 
was sitting on Ayrton 
Senna’s gearbox when 
he was black flagged on 
the 43rd lap But to no 
avail One after the 
other, three black flags 
blurred past Mansell's 
Ferrari and yet the 
Britisher refused to 
accept that he had been 
disqualified by the 
course stewards 





Prost seems a runaway winner In the drivers' championship this year 


Nigel Mansell lands himself into hot water and ends Ayrton Senna’s chamji 
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It eventually took a 
collision with 
Senna—Mansell trying 
to cut inside Senna’s line 
through a right-hander 
and the hot-headed 
Brazilian tefusmg to 
give way—to end 
Mansell's charge around 
the circuit 

Unfortunately, it also 
effectively ended 
Senna's championships 
aspirations with his 
McLaren Honda also 
lying stranded 
alongside Mansell's 
Ferrari 

The furore didn’t end 
there Even as Senna 
stomped his way back to 
the McLaren pits, the 
protests wei e flooding 
the FISA office “Why 
did Nigel stay out (on 
the track) after he was 
disqualified’" fumed 
Senna while the 
Mcljaren bosses 
screamed about 
revoking ManseU's 
license On his part, 
Mansell denies having 
seen the black Rag 
saying “I’m prepaied to 
swear on the Bible that I 
didn't see the black flag 
because I was so heavily 
invol ,ed with Senna " 

An excuse endorsed by 
fellow-Fl driver 
Jonathan Palmer who 
said, “I don t ulame 
Nigel at all It’s very 
hard to see a stationary 
nag when you are busy 
in a race’ But what 
about the pit-board 
Hashed at Mansell, 
telling him he was 
history’ What about the 
message crackling over 
his helmet intercom’ No 



sir Mansell might have 
a case when it comes to 
sighting waving black 
nags But it’s nigh 
impossible to ignore a 
voice in your ear telling 
you that your race is 
over 

The governing 
body--FISA—also saw it 
that way Slapping a 
$50,000 fine on Mansell, 
they also deemed it fit to 
suspend him for one 
race Their reasoning 
all Mansell had to do if 
he overshot his pit was 
sit back and let his 
mechanics wheel the car 
back Reversing the car 
was definitely a no-no 
As if that was not bad 


enough, he ignored the 
disqualification signal 
and endangered- and 
eventually 
ended—Senna's race 
Even as we pull the 
curtain down on yet 
another unfortunate 
episoaein Fl racing, 
there’s one pei son 

The normally 
smooth-talkin’, 
cigar-chompin' Mansell 
pushed his luck too far 
this time 


sitting tight and 
sniggering to himself 
in glee Alain Pi ost 
who’s raced off into a 
24-pomt lead over 
Mcl,s.ren Honda 
teammate Ay i ton Senna 
m this year's 
championship Now 
with just three rac'cs to 
go, it’s highly unlikely 
that Prost is going to 
find anyone filling his 
real view mirror in a 
huri y 

Pradeep Paul 







ofship hopes in the process | 
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NATIONAL EVENTS 


Volleyball Sub-junior 
national championships for 
boys and girls at Dehradun 
from Oct 5 to 8 
Car Rally 3rd Goodyear 
Womens rally, (lagged off 
from Bombay on Oct 
7 Badminton Puma- 
Carona, mini-national 
championships at Banga¬ 
lore from Oct 2 to 6 
Hockey Dhyan Chand 
tournament at Agra, from 
Oct 2 to 14 Inter-Services 
tournament at Jalandhar, 
from Oct 3 to 12 All-India, 
Sardar Mohan Sinch 
tournament at the Shivaji 
stadium, Delhi from Oct 9 
to 17 1st All India Belwals 
AH India invitational gold 
cup tournament at Nainitcil, 
from Oct 1 to 10 Sanjay 
Gandhi memorial 1ourn,i- 
ment at Shivaii stadium, 
Delhi from Oct 18 to 26 


Golf Jalandhar Open, 
hosted by Army Golf club, 
Jalandhar Can’t from C t 
3 to 6 


I 

I 


Horse Show Jawaharlal i 
Nehru Hoise-Show at i 
Hyderabad, from October ' 
26 to November 2 | 

Rowing The second All j 
India Invitational Regatta at 
Sukhna Lake Chandigarh 
from Oct 6 to 8 
Table Tennis 19th inter- 
mstftiitional cnampionships 
at Gu)atat Univ gymna¬ 
sium Ahinedabad from 
October 4 to 10 Indira 
Gandhi p r i / e money 
tournament at Lucknow 
from Oct 1 'i to 18 


INTERNATIONAL 

EVENTS 


Cricket MRf World Series 
for the Nehiu Cup from 
Oct 16 to Nov 1 fixtures 
as follows 

October 16 E-ngland vs Sri 
Lanka at Delhi 

1 Oct 19 Austiaiia vs Eng- 
j land at Hyderabad 
, West Indies vs Sri L anka at 


I Rajkot 

j Oct 21 West Indies vs Au- 
I stralia at Madras 
Oct 22 India vs Sri Lanka 
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PREVIEW 


at Ahmedabad 

Pakistan vs England at 

Cuttack 

Oct 23 India vs West In¬ 
dies at Delhi 

Pakistan vs Australia at 
Bombay 

Oct 25 India vs England at 
Kanpur 

Pakistan vs West Indies at 
Chandiqaih 

Australia vs Sii Lanka at 
Goa 

Oct 27 India vs Australia 
at Bangalore 

Pakistan vs Sn Lanka at 
Lucknow 

Englanci vs We-,! Indies at 
Gwalior 

Oct 28 Indiii vs Pakistan 
at Calcutta 

Oct 30 Semi finals 1 vs 4 
at Bombay 
2 vs 3 at Nagpur 
Nov 1 Final at Calcutta 
Delhi vs Wills trophy cham¬ 
pions of Pakistan foi the 
Super Wills Imphy at 1 a- 
hore on October 6 

Sh.ujah Cup 
(1989) from Oct 12 to 20 
Oct 12 Inditi vs West In¬ 
dies Oct 13 India vs 
Pakistan Oct 1 1 Pakistan 
vs West Indies Oi t to In¬ 
dia vs West Indies Oi t 1 / 
Pakistan vs VVest Ind'es 
Oct 20 India vs Pakistan 
Football Woiicl Cijji (|ual 
ifying m,it( ties Asian cune 
second tound matt hes at 
Singapore fiom Oct i j 29 
North and Stuiih Koiea 
China Qatar Ll A E and 
Saudi Aiabia to participate 
Two to qualify Worlrf Cup 
qualifying matities (Luro- 
pean ,:onet Bulgaria vs 
Greece and Denmark vs 
Rumania ,oioup li on 
October 11 '-•vveeilen vs 
Albania iqrouo ‘’innOi | 8 
Poland vs England (O'oup 
2) on Oct n East Ger 
many vs USSR (gint p 


on Oct 7 8 Turkey vs Au¬ 
stralia (group 3) on Oct 25 
Wales vs Holland igroup 4) 
on Oct 11 Yugoslavia vs 
Norway and France vs 
Scotland (group 5i on Oct 
11 Hungary vs Spam and 
Republic of freland vs N 
Ireland (group 6) on Oct 
11 Luxembou g vs Portug¬ 
al and Switzerland vs Bel¬ 
gium (group 7) on Oct 11 
World Cup qualifying 
matches (South American 
zone) Equadoi vs Para¬ 
guay on Oc'ober 1 
Volleyball Asian cham¬ 
pionship fc-r women at 
Hong Kong from October 1 
to 8 Beach volleyball. 
World Series at Miami 
Beach USA from October 
27 to 29 

Athletics Berlin marathon 
on October 1 Beijing 
m irathon on October 16 
Dublin marathon on Octo¬ 
ber 30 

Badminton Carlosburg 
classic at Preston fiom 
October 12 onwards Dutch 
Open finals on Oct 1 Ger¬ 
man Open from Oct 2 to 8 
Boxing Finals of world 
amateur championships at 
Moscow on Oct 2 
Equestrianism Horse of 
the Year Show at Wembley 
fiom Oct 2 to 7 
Golf World matchplay 
' hampionship at Went 
worth from Oct 1? to 15 
Volvo Masters at Valderra 
ina Rjiain from Oct 26 to 
29 German Masters vit 
Stuttgart from Oct 5 to 8 
Texas Open a» San Anto¬ 
nio from Oct 5 to 8 

SAF GAMES Itinerary of 
llh SAF Games at Islaina 
bad from Ocl 20 to 27 
Athletics Oct 21 25 at 'no 
Jinnah stadium Boxing 
Oct 21 24 at the Sports 


Complex, Liaqat stadium 
Football Oct 20-26 at the 
Jinnah stadium Kabaddi 
Oct 22-24 at the PC F 
Wah Cantt Squash Oct i 
21 -25 at the squash courts, 
Peshawar Swimming Oct 
21 -25 at the Complex Pool, 
Islamabad Table Tennis 
Oct 21-23 at the Punjab 
Sports Complex, Rawalpin¬ 
di Volleyball Oct 22-26 at 
the Liaqat gymnasium 
Weightlifting Oct 25 and 
26 at the Practice Hall 
Wres'ling Oct 22-24 at the 
P C F Wah Cantt Opening 
ceremony on Oct 20 

Gymnastics World cham¬ 
pionships at Stuttgart from 
Oct 15 onwards 
Judo World cham¬ 
pionships at Belgrade from 
Oct 28 to 30 

Motor Cycling TT world 
championship final round 
at Donington Park Eng¬ 
land on October 1 
Motor Racing Spanish 
Grand Prix at Jerez on Oct 
1 Japanese Grand Prix at 
Suzuka on October 22 
Tennis Federation Cup 
for women at Tokyo from 
October 1 to 8 Pans open, 
for men, from Oct 30 on¬ 
wards 

TELEVISION Live telecast 
of all matches m MRF 
World Senes for Neh'u 
Cup from Oct 15-Nov 1 
Live telecast of final of San- 
jay Gandhi Memorial Hock¬ 
ey Tournament at Delhi 
RADIO Punning commi^n- 
tary in both Hindi and En¬ 
glish on the Sharjah Cup 
(1989) from Oct 12 to 20 
Running commenta-y on 
selected matches (yet to be 
decided) on MRF World 
series for Nehru Cup from 
Oct 15 to Nov 1 
Running commentary in 
Hindi and English on final 
of Dhyan Chand memorial 
hockey tournament at Agra 
on Oct 14 Running com- 
mentarv on final of Sanjay 
Gandhi Memorial Hockey 
Tournament at Delhi 
Compiled by Novy Kapadw 
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The lingering 
twilight was, 
Mrhaps, sumboUc, 
Bathing the 
h^lowed Flushing 
Meadow with a 

m mm m 


andembwr, 
failing lights ina 
wagoummurtud 
apagea poignant . 
anaopeetoftite 
dnunaoftheVS 
Openl^»»* 
WhileStom 
Graft the imerodihle 
Germantpraped 
whg she to the beet 
womanfennip 




teat ful Zina 
GarrUon (tight). ^ 
ghrious chapter in 
the history of 
tennis froze in 
time. A portion of 
everything that we 
ever adoted about 
this game of 
beautyt skill and 
composure ceased 
to exist... 

But, the show 



went on still. And 
so did Boris 
Becketts 

triumphant march, 
much to his own 
amazement. **H*s 

y uite unbelievable, 
won 

Wimbledon and the 
US Open! The 
computer does not 
say so, but I know 
Pm quite close, if 
not noJ," Becker 
said, proving his 
growing all-court 
versatility... 

Though the 
singles title eluded 







ker, Martina 
NavmtUova, kept 
the itag of tike eld 
echooltiifina 
eitnehingme 
dooMeeti^wUh 
HanaMandUkava 
andthue^uUMtiie 
pain that had keen 
tormenting her 
ever oinee her final 
lo8$ to the mighty 
Steffi,,, 

No, it*8 not yet 
time for Martina to 




leave tournaments 
empty-handed,,. 
Wearing a goatee 
the prodigal son of 
tennis John 
McEnroe also 
salvaged soitte 
consolation far his 
flushUig Meadow 
singles debate 
when teaming up 
with Mark 
Woodfarde he won 
the doubles crown. 
Poetic justice was 
perhaps the • 
keynote of 
Fiuthing Meadow 
*89 


PHnTrVaHAPMC rnuijvuturti t 











WORLD CUP ATHLETICS, BARCELONA 





















Two great rivals. Colin 
Jackson Oeft) with his 
arm on the great 
hiirdling champion of 
the modern era, Roger 
Kingdom after the latter 
won the 1 iQm hurdles 
race once again 

WOTOOBAPHS attion plus 
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URMILLA CHETTRY 

THE response! 


$ 


IX weeks 
ago when our 
corresponde¬ 
nt Avik Lee 
visited Bally, 
WestBengral 
and wrote s 
story (SPWD 
23 Augrust) 
on Urmilla 
Chettry. the young Bengal 
swimmer forced to tram in a 
road Bide pond, no-one could 
have imagined the heartening 
response that we received from 


both our readers and the 
authorities The flrst reader 
letter that we 
got was wonderful A 
gentleman, who wishes to 
remain anonymous for 
personal reasons, offered to 
help Urmilla with Rs 200 a 
month, with a promise of 
further financial aid should she 
require it Itwaaastunmng 
nresture. 


sincere was that the person 
didn’t want recognition for his 
gesture His was not a donation 
but a bwause of his love 

for Indian sj^rt 

One org^anisation from 
Meerut wrote in offering 
Urmilla tree lodging, boarding 
and schooling They even 
offered to sponsor her to SAl 
traimng programmes and the | 
use of their own pool for 
practice 

Other readers too were 
moved by the plight of the 
young 14-year-old girl and 
some sensibly suggested that 
industrial houses set up a Trust 
Fund to benefit and aid such 
needy athletes 

Official response came m the 
form of a press report in the 
Ananda Bazar Patrika (dated 
September 4) which stated that 
the Sports Authority of India 
(SAI) director DK Chatterjee 
had. on readinir our storv. 


Director Dr D K Tandon to 
extend all possible help to 
Urmilla Let us hope that this 
does not end up like the 
promise made by the West 
Bengal Government They 
announced an annual 
scholarship of Rs 2,700 The 
money for 1088 and 1089 is 
^ still due' 

'There was, however, one 
negative response, where 
Mr C W Date, castigated 
both Avik Lee and Rohit 
Brijnath for being 
anti-national—this in reference 
to their phrase, ‘Urmilla must 
sometimes wonder What a 
country is this’’ 

We at Sportsworld take 
umbrage to being called 
’anti-nationaT and believe that 
to be an overreaction 

All told we are thankful for 
the response and hopefully 
Urinilla will now iret n fair 
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Sunil Shanbagh and Nachi Pate! "8 da' 
service van logged 5000 kilometres on ( 
They proved their worth again," You are listenii 
competitors A team that won four of the five trophies i 


■ "le H'mald\3r. Ra' y \sta',atio.’ TroiLriv • T'-.e Jammu and Kis*'m<r ToufiS" Trophy • T^e Raia^man Tou sm Trc^'h/ • The Air Irdia Tropny 




.elling driving 4000 punishing kilometres Our Ceat tyres were superb In faci, our 


•lals and we didn't have a single problem We trust Ceat 


judgement of uncompromising professionals And very keen 
/ Shouldn't you trx) team up with Ceat? toi^ 


HTA 1S/0 




FORMER BOARD SECRETARY 
A.W. KANMAblKAR TELLS 
SUJEET MOHANTY 



Being an expert in law 
and also a member of the 
disoiplmary committee 
that imposed the ban did 
you ever envisage that 
Ihe ban would be 
ufted And so soon? 

Undei the contract 
with the players there is 
a provision that an 
aggrieved player uan file 
an appeal to the working 
committee So in the 
appeal, the woi king 
committei* could take 
any view Thoi e was no 


I know Raj Singh 

personally...he is 
very fair and 
impartial and will 
never act with ann 
prejudice or bias. * 
the selection 
committee, as a 
whole, feels that 
MohinderAraamath 
desw^estobe 
selected, they will do 
so only on merit. 


reason to envisage that 
the woi king committee 
could not mtxiify the 
decision of the 
disciplinary committee 
We took our decision, 
they theirs 
Since the ban is now 
lifted, does it mean that 
the Board's contract is a 
Joke? 

There is no question of 
the contract being a 

SO 


joke There is no 
decision of any court 
that says the contract as 
a whole is void or illegal 
There are only 
observations of the court 
but not any decision 
regarding some clauses 
of the contract, such as a 
player cannot criticise 
the Board 
Do you feel that 
Board’s powers will be 
significantly affected^ 
As I have said these 
are only court 
observations There are 
no directives of the 
Supreme Court, no 
findings If there are 
directions, as you 
suggest, the Board is 
bound by the decisions 
of the Supreme Court 
Every citissen, 
government or a 
corporate body has to 
abide by the decision of 
the Supreme Court 
Of late, you have been 
accused of Toot in the 
mouth’disease It 
appeared in the press 
that you commented on 
the banning of playei s 
when the matter was 
subjudioe Asa Judge, 
how could you do this'' 

I made no comments 
nor gave any press 
interview to any 
correspondent of The 
Hindu' Since the 
correspondent of the 
paper/magazine that 
carried the news has 
orally expressed his 
regret and being my 
friend, I do not want to 


proceed against him 

The general 
impression is that by 
your statements you 
have made a mess of 
everything You wrote 
to Gavaskar and 
Sandeep Patil to make 
comebacks for the sake 
of the hohour of the 
country You are not 
even the selector of the 
Board. Wlio or what 


impelled you to do so? 

I have not made a mess 
of anything As a citizen 
and a close friend I can 
make requests to any 
player asking him to 
revoke his decision to 
retire Since Sunil 
Gavaskar and Sandeep 
Patil are my close 
friends, I thought I 
could request them to 
come back I need no 








TNOTAJOKE! 


The day the Board lost 
face Or, as Kanmadikar 
aska, did they? 

post, status or authority 
to make such requests to 
tnends Even you can 
make a request to a 
player There was no 
luestion of it being a 
Prompted request Do I 
I eed any legal post to 
' ■•'Take a request*^ 




Don’t you think that 
by nrst imposing the 
ban and fines, and then 
lifting them the Board 
has made a laughing 
stock of itself? 

Whether the Board 
has made a laughing 
stock of Itself depends on 
how you look at it The 
disciplinary committee 
IS a sub committee ot the 
working com mittw An 
appeal is provided to the 
working conimitttM> In 
the appeal the woi king 
committee has mcxiified 
the order of the 
disciplinary conimitt»»e 
The working cominittet* 
had such a right For 
instance, li adei ision of 
a Lower C-oui t is set 
aside, modified or 
altered by an App<‘l]ate 
Court, docs the lowci 
court, whose decision is 
set aside, become a 
laughing sUx'k‘> If the 
decision oi the High 
Court IS set aside by the 
Supreme Court, dix'S the 
High Coui t bec-ome a 
laughing stock‘d 
Mohinder Amarnath 
had said that so long as 
Raj Singh Dungarpur, 
who has never played 
Test cricket, remains as 
the chairman of the 
selection committee he 
would never be selected 
in the Indian team Now 
Raj Singh Dungarpur is 
at the helm of affaurs in 
the selection committee 
again Could you give 
your view about the 
non-selection of 
Mohmder in the future’’ 

I have not read this 
particular remark ol 
Mohinder But I know 
Raj Singh Dungat pur 
personally He is very 
fair and impartial and 
will never act with any 


prejudic'c or bias 
Besides, in the stdectioii 
committee, there an* five 
members and even the 
captain IS co-opted Raj 
Singh IS not the sole 
selectoi It the selection 
c*omiiiittt*e, as a whole, 
feels that Mohinder 
Amarnath descrvt's to be 
selected t hey will do si> 
only on merit Why 
should a {.K*r.son {Kiint a 
finger only at Kajsingh 
Dungarpui*’ 

Finally, with the 
results of the BCCI 
elections in the 
Chandigarh meeting,was ' 
it a victory tor your 
group that has been 
reported 

as having the majority , 
of votes*’ 


I have not made a 
mewofiaythlng, As 
A citizen and dose 
friend I can make 
requests toany 
players ifking him to 
revoke hif decision to 
retire. Since 
Gavhskarandpatil 
are my close ftodi, 
Ithouehticould 
request them to come 
back. 


Firstly, tlu'iearc no 
groups There aic 
differences of opinion 
which only show signs 
of healthy di*mix‘i.«y 
SintH* the decisioiKs were 
uiMiiimous It IS not tlie 
vutoryoi defeat of any 
group It sfiows that the 
Buaici has .ill along 
allowrxi its c onvcntioris 
to b<‘ maintained and has 
had absolute solidai ity 

. j 
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Question Time 

H ow did you average height will look 
fare with the short if he’s too muscu- 
aerobic work lar or overweight So in 
out that we effect, Prasenjit, you’ll 
serialised over have to give yourself 
the last few enough time to grow ful- 
weeks’ It’s not too bad, ly and then get started 
IS It’ The important on your weight train- 
thing IS to epjoy what mg And even when you 
you're doing Make sure do finally start, keep m 
the music you switch on mind that too much bulk 
18 the stuff to get your is going to make you 
blood coursing and go look shorter 
for it The next question 

This week we're break- 

mg instruc- ^_||||||||mM|||||||m|||| 

mode answer HHIIIIHIIIIIHIIHHII 

the questions sent m by 
readers The first one is 

from Prasenjit Dutta of I leven a little out 

Calcutta he wants to M^o\ bieath in- 

know whether dabbling dulling in outduoi 

m weight training is activities like gulf 
going to stunt his ciuket lunning jog- 

height gii'K tiekking 

Well, Prasenjit. you (limbing etc etc’ If 

haven’t told us how old vou do voutu a vic- 

you are the normal hu- tun ol physiological 

man growth span ex- tatigue A iiatuial. 

tends till about the age not inal phenomenon 

of 18 - 20 . and if you’re .leeompanied by a 

past that, there’s no- fei hng ol satusfai- 

thing to worry about turn theies nothing 

stunting your height be- to gi't unduly vcoi i led 

cause you aren't going about a cup of tea oi a 

to got much taller any- glass ot beei is 

way However, if you are enough to lecive the 

in the growing years, added benefit being 

the pressure exerted on complete lelaxation 

your spinal column by of bodv and soul 
heavy weights can com- One has to espec lal- 

press it and prevent it l\ becaie ulof piess- 

from lengthening to uit' iiiicl stiain in in- 

maximum potential tense spin ting aotivi- 

Also, there's the visual ties of the sj iidrome 

aspect to consider of pathologual tati- 

Pump tex) much iron and g u e vc h e i e a 

you’ll build chunky psvehogenie stiess 

muscle that robs you of f.u'toi is added It 

’visual’ height You can ma> olcui due to 

be ot average height but main causes like 
look tailer if you are a) Oimtiaining ovei 
slim On the other hand, exei tion ovei use 

even a person of above 
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orover&tioss sommu'ss < all and 

b) Heat stioke hamstiing miisiU*s in 

i) Environmental lai spimteis pectoial 

tois muscles m tfiiow- 

d) Unfitness tloi the e>s spinal miis( les 
spt*cific lob) ill hfteis and cK ulai 

Today’s tiained musiles in gamins 

athletes have a slow pl<i\ed uniiei h,iish 

pulse (biady eaidiai sun oi snow or in 

late and also (‘xhibit faultc floodlit < oiidi- 

some enlaigement ol turns 

the heart (athletes Oui (ampaign 

lieait) Bothaienatu- against l.tigue 

lal phenomenon should lx- tailclixl on 

llowevei if the lest- twolionts 

ing pulse late gex's up 1( Lxteinal - auses 

by Sviy 10 beats coniei.iid with 

above ones noi mal envnonment 

count one has to be .ii Intel nal causes 
eaietui of impending coiiceimd with 

fatigue Anothei eai- peisoiialitv 

Iv pi esvmtonialic- The Austiahan In- 

sign ol fatigue is a stitute ot .Sixiit lAISi 

use ot diastolic blcxid is scientitic.dK invcs- 

piessiue Coaches tigating phvsical and 

and speuts doctois iin'iital piessure 

should be careful ab- efleets of .stiess and 

out monitor ing such strain of elite ,ithl(>tes 

situations in intense in competitions and 

tiainmg schedules oi intense tiaining sche¬ 
duling competitions dules especiallv 

Fatigue in spoit amongst distance 

may be geneialised runneis These are 

lenduiance events) Ol tagged chionie 

localised eg shin lethaigy niobh ms 




we’re tackling is from 
the southern tip of the 
country* Kerala and the 
pereon writing in le Paul 
Isaac An engineering 
graduate, Paul wants to 
know if there’s any way 
he can fight the battle of 
the bulge Confessing 
that he doesn’t have too 
much tune for sport now 
that he’s started a Job, he 
wants to know the 
easiest method (who 
doesn’t) of staying in 
shape 

* Paul, your complaint 
IS by far the most com* 
mon one we get here at 
this column Used to 
playing some type of 
sport during our days at 



college and school, most 
of us get stuck with jobs 
that tie us down to a 
desk And the net result 
IS a slowly—but sure¬ 
ly-protruding gut and 
eventually a sagging 


mid-nff 

But don't get too wor¬ 
ried You've already 
crossed the first hur¬ 
dle-being aware of it 
Most people get so 
caught up in their 


careers that they don’t 
even realise their bodies 
are going to rut You, on 
the other hand, have 
realised it and are will¬ 
ing to do something ab¬ 
out it 


iS irkout Leave You Tired? 


With oxerc'lse theic 
is A large incrtMbC in 
oxygen consumptior 
And .Ktoiding to AIS 
leports even exc'oss 
(jxygen can be toxic 
As such potentially 
dangerous cleiiva- 
tives ol oxygen are 
for mod sonie of them 
called ‘fiet* radicals 
fUn ) of great insta¬ 
bility and (liemicdl 
reactivity causing 
darnagci to all weh ox- 
vgenc‘tcxf tissues 
Thus strenuous ex¬ 


ercise can increase 
the pi ofliic t ion ol 
leactive oxygon spe 
cies somi ol whiiti 
a I e pot ( nt la 11 V 
damaging In-i laciir- 
dls UsiialH jn otec tfxl 
against tta se leac.tive 
substances by ,intir;x- 
idants, the bod\ 
however will ^et 
damaged only when 
the antKrxidant pi(> 
tcxtion systems are 
overwhelmed < aus- 
ing general fatigue 
letiiargv incl com¬ 


plete loss ol for 111 or 
drop oiits 

To If'llledv tins we 
( an use vitaieiiis (! K 
.ind A and Pi pi nlc 
gintallnoiie as ih lox 
living ,ig( nts 1 liosr 
a t li 1 ( t !• -. utilising 
laigi fjiiaiitities of ox 
V g( n If g I ov I I s 
1 niinei s svv iiniin i s 
weightliftf IS ffifitlwl 
If 1 s (t( ) should f on 
suiiif inon ol VI g< I 
.ihle oils iint<- whole 
gram pojfln ts iVit,i 
nun I* 1 liI sh flint 


veget.ihh s I V itainm 
Cl ( hi ese mill t ai 
lots ei( I Vil.mim Ai 
.dong with then sf he 
(Inlf'fl tiahim i d dn t 
till tin olhei h.nid 
•dhletes who fill up 
w ith loofls ol low vit.i 
mm .md imiiet.il t on 
tint sill h as swiets 
linscuits soil lit inks 
I tc will eyhihit possi 
hilities ol SI rions fli 
I If if IK y 

'I'llns stiess m.iv 
lesnlt m liivvf‘1 liluofl 
and I issni If v( Is ol 

t h 1 Sf a II t I f) V I (I ,i ij ( 

vitanims In ihi ipii st 
to opt I misf I .it hi I 
Ih.in maxmnsf tin 
1 iifl 1 VI rl n.i J f oni po 
nents of .1 ti.uiniig 
I f g I lllf IIIOI ( ol .1 
goofl thing IS not 
III ( I ssai ily In f li i 
lake It in not i hifnin 
hthaigv inohhms 
aknig with bon floin 
.1 1 n ii.i t ion <1 p.i t h V 
I If ii'.iv fx ' m fine to 
o> f‘i I'lit husi.isni Ol 
ovfitiammg i vi n in 
lop .ithleti s 
Dr Alohe Ghoch 
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F ortunatel- 

Y in Bombay, 
though district 
and state bodies 
go to court, clubs 
do not. Else 
some club could 
stir a hornet's 
nest by raising 
the issue of the 
Police 

(Maharastra 
State Police) 
team being 
allowed to play 


I T S a matter of 
shame that m 
this age of 
communicatio¬ 
ns when what 
happens in one 
corner of the world is 
almost instantly known 
all over, our toot ball 
administration is still 
unaware or unsui e ol 
norms that have btjcome 
accepted elsewhere for 
over a quarter of a 
century 

More than a d(>cade 
ago the All India 
Football Fedeiation 
hosted at Bangaloi e an 
instructional course loi 
administrators, bedsides 
doctors and coaches by 
experts from the 
Federation 
Internatiorale de 
J Football Association Yet 
Indian football has not 
bonofitted much from 
thatcour.se Or for that 
matter from the 
literature that FIFA and 
the Asian Football 
Confederation must be 
sending regularly 
The Indian Footaball 
Association's sanctions 
against coaches of 
Mohun Bagan and 
Mohammedan Spxjrting, 
refreeeM GSuvarna 
and linesman Bholanath 
Dutta for the alleged 

54- 



rigging of the Airlines 
Gold Cup match between 
the two teams is one 
case At least there IS no 
clear-cut method for 
dealing with allegations 
of rigging a match 
But there ai e 
stipulated rules and 
regulations for dealing 
with two issues that 
have become talking 
points in Bombay 
football because of the 
inept handling by the 
Bombay District 
Football Association 
The first concerns the 
refusal to continue play 
in a Harwood League 
match at the Cooperage 


by Maharashtra State 
Police, whose manager, 
Inspector Pillay, is also a 
vice president of the 
BDFA and member 6f 
the organising 
committee Referee 
Mathai appealed to the 
MSP to resume, but had 
to blow the long whistle 
when his pleas fell on 
deaf ears 

Surpiismgly, within 
two or three days the 
Police team were allowed 
to play their next 
engagement 
Apparently no meeting 
of the BDFA disciplinary 
committee was held in 
between Or, if it had 


been, no cognisance was 
taken of the 
misbehaviour of the 
Police team Or the 
misbehaviour had been 
condoned, which, 
according to a BDFA 
official, was what 
transpired The BDFA 
officials, it seems, felt 
that the ground was m a 
very bad condition and 
the Police were not 
unjustified in refusing 
to play on it 

Mohammedan SC vs 
Oempo during last year’s 
Rovers Cup at the 
Cooperage which Is 
unplayable during the 
rains 




m 





This apparent 
confession by the B1 )FA 
official raises the point 
as to who 18 the judge of 
the playability of the 
ground Indeed this 
right has been a bone of 
contention between the 
BDFA and their parent 
body the Western India 
Football Association, 
who hold the lease of the 
Cooperage 

The BDFA have held 
steadfastly that the sole 
judge of the fitness of 
the ground for play is 
the referee Yet. here, in 
a manner of speaking, 
they are singing a 
different tune They are, 
in effect, conceding that 
the referee’s judgement 
18 not only disputable 
but also wrong and so 
have allowed the Police 
team go unpunished 

According to the 
memorandum of 
disciplinary measures of 
the AIFF, which the 
BDFA have adopted and 
circulated before the 
1987 season and which 
18 in force, if a team 
refuses to continue the 
match, the team is to be 
suspended from 
participation in any 
tournament for six to 12 
months 

Fortunately m 
Bombay, though district 
and state bodies go to 
court, clubs do not Else 
some club could stir a 
hornet's nest by raising 
the issue of the Police 
team being allowed to 
play 

I The second issue is not 


coveied by the 
memoTanduni on 
discinlinary measiues 
But It IS by the teohnif al 
regulations observed for 
the fcKitball e»impetit ion 
of the 198? Asian 
Games and which has 
been taken as a guide foi 
dealing with such 
matters Article24 1 of 
the Asiad technical 


regulations lays down 
that ‘ if a team 
withdraws from the 
cximpetition then the 
points and the goal«i 
scored by or against the 
withdrawing team shall 
be null and void ” 
Application of the 
clause was brought 
about by the withdrawal 
of Catholic Gymkhana, 
who had played ten of 
their programme of 15 
games in the Harwood 
League before 
intimating the BDFA of 
their withdrawal BDFA 
secretary Kehar Singh 
informed the Press that 
all the results of Catholic 
Gymkhana in the 
Harwood League shall 
stand erased 
This steps's 
ramifications were felt 


by contenders tor the 
eight learn Super 
l/eague Fispecially by 
Air-lndia, whose team 
manager P T .lacob, a 
joint si>oretary of the 
BDFA, 18 axicused off the 
record by other team 
managers of sly 
manipulations for the 
benefit of his team 
If the three points 


from the match against 
Catholic Gymkhana had 
not been deducted, 
Air-India’s tally would 
have been 24 points 
from 15 games, a tally 
that would have ensured 
them of the seventh 
position and above 
Central Railway, who 
had drawn goalless with 
Catholic Gymkhana on 
the quagmire of a 
Cooperage pitch on 
which it was a herculean 
task just to kick the ball 
forward Central 
Railway hod finished 
with 23 points from 15 
games, but with the 
match against Catholic 
Gymkhana wiped out 
they totalled 22 points 
from 14 games That 
was one point more than 
Air India 


The recent 

announcement about the 
invalidating of the 
results of Catholic 
Gymkhana’s matches, 
the organising 
committee of the B1 >FA 
had reversed the ruling 
Air India profitted and 
moved above Central 
Railway 

However, at a meeting 
by some to have been 
stormy, the BDFA 
executive council 
overruled the 
organising committee 
and brought the whole 
matter to square one 
The basis fur t his 
decision is the handbook 
of the 1987 Asian Games 
technical regulations 
produced at the meeting 
by former FIFA referee 
Alex Vaz 

But what passes 
comprehension is why 
this booklet was not 
relied upon by the 
organising committee 
Or did the organ isi ng 
committee choose to 
Ignore it’ Again why 
was not this booklet 
quoted as an authority 
when the BDFA first 
I decided to remove all the 
I results of the matches 
played by Catholic 
Gymkhana’ For that 
would have saved the 
BDFA much 
embarrassment 

Unless, of course, in 
framing the rules of the 
competition for the 
Hcuwood League, the 
BDFA had never 
mentioned this booklet 
as an authority and 
hence the organising 
committee feels it cannot j 
be produced as one now 
Which IS not unlikely, as j 
most organisers in our 
country do not believe in 
putting their thinking 
caps on and putting 
down m black and white 
the rules of competitions 
before the start 

K.B. Karan 


.. .most organisers in our 
country do not believe in 
putting their thinking caps on 
and putting down in black and 
white the rules of competitions 
before the start 
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At the Rally of The 1000 Lakes 
in Finland, the domination of 
the Martini-Lancia te^ was 
broken by the relative 
newcomer to the Europe^ 
rally circuit—the Mitsubishi 
Gallant VR-48. In f^t it wm an 
all Japanese affair with Mazda, 
Toyota and Mitsubishi 
grabbing the first three 
pmces. 


BROKEN 


H HE 1500 kms 

rally held in the 
heart of the lakes 
leffion, 

Jyvaskyla. is considered 
to be one of the toughest 
and the lastest among 
the rallies which form 
the European ciicuit It 
18 not 8111 piising to see 
average speeds of 110 to 
120kniph being 



attained dui mg the 
competitive sections 
Heie the‘Plying 
Finiis are at home For 
them, then nation s 
honour is at stake and 
this increases then 
determination to 
succeed For most of 
them victory in this 
event is more piei ions 
than the world title' 

The route is through 
an intricate netwoi k of 
muddy tracks and snow 
covered road combining 
with rugged ness of the 
landscape 

With 189 starters out 
of 800entries, this rally 
however, was a 
disappointment for the 
enthusiasts when some 
of the big names in the 
rally circuit dropped 
out 

For the first time the 
total domination of the 
Martini-Liancia team 
came to a grinding halt 
The all-conquei mg 
Lancia team 
spearheaded by world 
champion Mikki Biasion 
along with last year's 
winner Markku Alen 
had to face a lot of 
problems which 
included the tyres they 
were using for this 
rally Ever since Ceasare 
Fiorio left the team, 
Lancia are faced with 
severe management 
crisis 

The average speeds 
attained during The 
RaUyOfThelOOO 
Lakes are the fastest 
in the world 















This IS the second 
world championship 
rally in which Lancia 
has had to take a back 
seat Theirdnveis 
Alen, Biasion and Alex 
Piono, were troubled 
with the two-pedal 
electronic clutch 
system They kept <»n 
going off the road Team 
r.Kincia's main rivals 
Toyota also faced the 
same problems Toyota 
spearheaded by Juka 
Kankkuneii in a Toyota 
Celica 2000 GT/4 went 
oft the road in the tirst 
^competitive Stiugglmg 
bai-k into the tally he 
nevei leally found the 
inspiiatiun to continue 
anddiopped out 

But the ital But pi tse 
came from the lesMei 
known Mikael Ki u sson, 
who < alirdy Uok I lie U-ad 
m the second leg in his 
Mitsubishi Ciallaiil 
VK 4K and stuc k with it 
light to the iiiiish U 
was also in tins leg that 
the tuvoii 11 les Alen and 

imokia 

1 | •«'! f PHOJ 


Biasion i)t I .ail' la 
letij ed 

tor Mika> 1 H iii ssi ui ■ il 
Swcd II, tins Was ill* 
biggest win of Ins 
laieet Having st.ii till 
lall>lllg at lilt .tgc ol 1*^ 
wlrcii f n-i hiihei Uinglit 
him a VolksWfigen i !• al 


Markku Alen of 
Msrtini-Lanoia team 
IS not as sharplas 
before This year he 
failed to finish the 
rally 


M Rricsson and C 
Rillstam celebrate a 
surprise win In their 
Mitsubishi Gallant 
VR-48 



(fl'l hcll<lalM‘lli 
(allying legiilai ly .iiid 
last veal la < ame in 
.se< Olid 1m liiiid Mai kku 
Alen at IdiHl I ,ikes 
Hally Ills w'in has 
infused new lih intotlie 
Mitsubishi i.*ani 

Ali'iiew ('owali Ihc 
team dill I lot of 
Mitsubishi said We 
piovid tfud iht I ai IS 
lehabli I >ti I'Migft gi avel 
at the At to|iolis Hally, 
and till lighli I 
spi*( di< all. >11 IS I apable 
of wnniuig III I' inl.tnil 

(111 theothei fiaiid 
Alen last yi ai s winnei 
laia d I not mons 
diHu 'hiy I oin|M‘ting as 
he r I .ished out i if t tie 
tally It seems his 
inotale was badiv 
sfiatteii d iifti I the loss 
tie said, lamgeitnig 
old 1 think by n* xt ycHi 
I will let I re Yon know I 
am notasshaipas 
Ix-foin ’ 

As llic I ally was an all 
Japanese alfaii, .Salonen 
di iving a Mazda .12.'! 
4WI) fiinsbed second 
with Cal los Sainz in a 
Toyota (> licathiid 
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At 57, the 
grey-haired 
cardiologist 
Dr Ashish 
Roy has 
completed 15 
competiti .e 
marathons, 
and is India’s 
most 

successful 

senior 

marathoner 


YOU’RE 
NEVER TOO 



OThlS 
stride Not 
his speed 
But it 18 his 
ag'e that 
makes him 
stand out eonspicuously 
in any marathon raoe 


The balding: gnrey-haired 
man measuring five feet 
eight inches is none else 
than 57-year-old Dr 
Ashish Roy 
A cardiologist by 
profession Dr Roy has 
completed 15 marathon 


races since he made his 
debut m December 1984 
No mean achievement by 
any standards’ 

Yet it is a pity that this 
veteran had to run from 
pillar to post seeking 
sponsorship for his tnp ' 


S8 





to Eligene Springfield m 
Oregon (USA) for the 
World Veteran 
Championships And it 
was just at the last 
minute that he found a 
sponsor 

As to how he took to 
marathon at an age well 
past his prune, Roy 
recollect^ that during 
the Rath Marathon in 
December 1983 he 
happened to notice a n 
elderly Ranjit Bhatia 
running with amazing 
/ speed and 
determination That 
turned out to be the 
turning point of his life 

Astush Roy, who has 
been jogging a few 
kilometers evei y day 
since 1981 with a view to 
reduce his weight, took 
to marathon sex lously 
He got in touch, with 
Ranjit Bhatia who 
taught him the finer 
points of marathon 
running Dr Roy began 
running in the Otto 
Peltzer races every 
Sunday at the capital’s 
National Stadium 

It was in October 
1984, he decided to 
participate in the Rath 
half-marathon which 
was to be held two 
months later Though 
he figured nowhere, he 
felt elated on having 
completed the gruelling 
race There was no 
looking back for him 
thereafter 

He underwent 
rigorous training 
schedules and regularly 
participated in the Otto 
Peltzer races which paid 
nch dividends An 
instance was when he 
completed the 1985 Rath 
Full Marathon in 3 hr 
55 min 

Four months later Dr 
Roy was off to Athens 
for the International 
Veterans Marathon 
where he clinched the 
Spindon Louis bronze 


medal in his age gp*oup 
He thus became the first 
Indian to run the course 
which Pheidippides ran 
in the ancient days 
It certainly speaks 
volumes of his stainiiia 
and determination And 
in the National Veteran 
Marathon held in 
Panjim he claimed the 
top spot, clocking 3 hr 
51 min47 9 sec 
With a timing of 3 hr 
26 mts 21 38 secs, the 
doctor was ranked 18th 
among the 57 
participants in the 1986 
Vanconver World 


Veterans Marathon 
With each meet he had 
improved as was evident 
when he emerged 
winner among the 
veterans in the Rath Full 
Marathon with a timing 
of 3 hr 19mml8Bec 
He returned his 
career-best tuning of 3 
hr 10 mm iii the 
selection trials for the 
World Marathon He 
was the lone runner who 
had to run around the 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium That was in 
August 1987 
The followmg month 


during the Rath Half 
Marathon he had that 
thrilling experience of 
pushing his mentor 
Ranjit Bhati i to third 
spot Ache l.*la won the 
event in Ins age group, 
having clockMl 1 hi 24 
minO 2 860 
It took him 3 lira 33 
imn 25 secs to obtain the 
63rd spot (among 155 
runners) in the 1987 
Melbourne World 
Veterans Marathon at 
Melbourne Three weeks 
later. he secui ed the 
thii d plaii* in above-40 
years age gioup m the 


Rath Full Marathon, 
having clocked 3 hr 
31m 23 secs Han 
Singh, aged 45 year s 
and Vyay Singh aged 43 
years took the first two 
spots 

In the worst of 
Bangaloie h)‘dt in June 
last year, he won the 
National Veteidiis 
Marathon and also 
clockeii the worst time of 
4 hr V mm 45 06 sec 
Why had this happened'^ 
Besides the heat the 
distance was longer 4 
km more 


A retired Wing 
Commander who ranked 
seventh (3 hr 44 mm 64 
sec) m the World 
Veterans Marathon in 
Korea last October Two 
months later m yet 
another Rath Marathon 
he was rated fourth (3 
hr 34 imn 16 sec) 
among the veterans 

A product of Assam 
Medical College, 
Dibrugarh, Roy 
represented his colleg^e 
m football and cricket 
He was even the best 
long distance runner at 
college 

An ardent proponent 
of runnmg as a meansto 
keep oneself fit, Roy 
Eisserts that the heart of 
any ninner would 
always be m an excellent 
condition To prove his 
point, he cites his own 
case Before he took to 
nmmng, his ECO 
showed strains m the 
heart His blood sugar, 
cholesterol and blood 
pressure went up 
However, after he began 
mnmng, his heart was 
reported to be m 
excellent condition and 
his blood pressure, 
sugar and cholesterol 
returned to normal He 
even reduced his weight 
by 10 kilograms 

He prescribes no extra 
diet for long distance 
runners The normal 
diet that one eats is 
generally sufficient, he 
says His own regimen 
consists of nee, curd 
and seasonal fruits The 
young veteran’s daily 
schedule includes a 
20-kilometer8 run 
which increases to 32 on 
Sundays On Mondays 
he rests 

Ashis Hoy is the oldest 
active marathon runner 
in the country and he 
feels he can run for 
many more years to 
cxime 

M.P. Nathanael 


F our months 
later Dr Roy 
was off to 
Athens for the 
International 
Veterans 
Marathon where 
he clinched the 
Spiridon Louis 
bronze medal in 
his age group. 
He thusnecome 
the first Indian 
to run the course 
which 

Pheidippides 
ran in the 
ancient days 



59 



CALCUTTA 



The winners NnCoIle^re 


Inter-cidlege Ibotball 

T he inter c-ollege football 
championship or ganised by 
the Calcutta University Hports 
Board (CUSH), came to a 
surc’essfiil end on September 15 
Howi all's Nairisiniha Uutt(ND) 
College chnclitKl the title defeat uig 
Netaji Nagai Day College (NNDC) 
2-0 in an impressive final at the 
Univeisity giuuiid 
The atmosphere was perfer t for 
a typical college final But sadly 
enough, theC’USB made very little 
preparations foi the tui f to be 
conducive for quality football The 
ground was virtiiallv a mud ptKil 
and even the foi mei 
Blues internationals Sailen 
Manna Parirnal I)ey Sankar 
Baner)ee and Ashok 
Chatterjee who had tui tied op to 
witness the final showdown 
predicted a match full of 
infringements 

On the coni I aiy the final was 
remarkatily clean Fo’'l<? couUl be 
r’ountiHl onones fingei and there 
weie no liayed teinpeis 

ND College s dominance was 
never in question in the lively 70 
minutes of play But it was NNIX' 
medio Kabla Kai rnakai s fiei ce 
left frxitei which missed tlie NU 
Collegf' goal by a whisker e.o ly in 
the inatr-h 

Twenty minutes into thi tiist 
hall NU col lege drew 111 *it nlcxxl 
when light out Hupt Bosescoied a 
fine goal Picking a pass neat the 
NNIH'midfield Bosediibbkxl 
past a host ot df fenders and with a 
neat placement of his right foot 
put the ball jiast the outstretched 
hands of the NNIX'goaltendei 
Nl) College a kitty could have 
swellerl had then foi waids been a 
little more on tai get Hose and 
RajeebManna messed upeaa\ 
chani'es 

The Hc>w 1 ah college was track 
with a bang aftei t he lens ai In eak 
Egged on b> atewlimidied 
suppoiteis wliK h iiu bided a fan 
spnnkhngol the fan sex ND 
I College Inunc'hed attacks in 
[ waves And m the 15th minute ot 
the second half, the NNIX’ goal 
fell for the second time 


Nemai Chand Roy scored a 
Ix'auty The medio let go a 
measured chip f torn ttie (op.if the 
penaltv box I li«> trail was sc well 
dim-ted tha* it gave little thace to 
Ihe NNIX' goaJkeej.rer 

A sense of emer gency crept into 
the NNIX' ranks ten minutes from 
the final whis*le 'lire team 
suddenlv begai> to w(>rk wonders 
in the midfield Karmakai 
enginfHii “d a senes tf moves 
whu'h had the entire ND College 
defence on the run But pcxjr 
shooting p 'oved NNDC s undoing 
SoumitniBosc 


BOMBAY 


state Badminton 

J viiTISANItHIoI Bombay won 
the women s ciown defeating 
Pune s Shif in Uaida in the 
Mahar asliti a State Badminton 
C'hiunpionships held at the 
.Iiihu V lie Parle Gy mkhana She 


won in straight sets 12-11, 11 5 
Shinn who had scalped teenage 
Hensatiun teroze Bathwala in the 
semis was well ni commad in the 
first set leading H 2 and latei 
lO 5 but let off Sarighi from the 
hook when the Bombay girl put in 
an aggressive play replete with 
smashes 

ScKiii Jyoti made it 1(>- all. 
snatched the sei vice and went on to 
win the set at 12 11 Though 
Shinn led 3-0 in the second set 
too, she repeatedly erred which 
helped Jyoti to overcome and win 
easily the set and match at 11-5 
With this win, she took homes 
cheque of Rs 4000 

'Hie match between Mayur 
Tawde and Bhushan Akut was 
interesting In the first game, 

Aknt who was trailing7- 13 came 
frertn behind and fought back 
remarkably, and at a trot he reeled 
off seven points to make it 13-all 
and stxjn led at 4 —2. but Akut 
bounced back and forced Tawde to 
commit errors w hich helped him 


60 
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to crawl from 7-12 to 10-12 But 
soon Tawde forced the issue in his 
favour with smashes and drops at 
the net to clinch the set In the 
decisive set, Tawde was right on 
top and past a bewildered Akut 
who made innumerable errors and 
took the game at 15—2 
In the veteran singles. Anil 
Pradhan annexed the title 
M.P.Sur«sh 


MADRAS 


WDsOiwnGolf 

H IS name is Ah Akbar Mullah 
But in golfing circles he is 
known as Chmi The popular, 
unassuming and experienced 25 
year old pro from Calcutta has 
always bran considered to be one 
of the most feared opponents on 
the Indian golf circuit ever since 
he made a name for himself nearly 
a decade ago But even by his own 
standards (which are fairly high). 


Chmi really excelled during the 
Southern India Wills Open Qolf 
Championship at the Gumdy 
links last week 

In the strong field present for 
one of the leading competitions of 
the golfing calendai with prize 
money worth Rs 50,000 tor the 
taking Chmi led from start to 
fimsh and ended the contest in a 
blaze of glory, equalling the day's 
best card ever recorded at Gumdy i 
and setting a new record for the | 
overall aggregate I 

Manohar Digey of Bombay was’ 
level with Chim at the end of the 
first round with a score of 73 and 
was forced to share the lead again 
this time with the experienced 
Rohtas Singh of Delhi A former 
champion, Rohtas shot a par 
round of 70 and the two shared 
^ the lead with an aggregate score 
ot 142 

The third day was remarkable 
thanks to the efforts of S K Ali of 
Calcutta and Mohar Singh of 
Delhi The two shattered the 
course record by coming m 
with a three under par score 
of 67 This broke the old 
course record (68) 
set by Dihp Thomas, the top 
amateur from Madras However,^ 
their form over the first two 
rounds was so dismal that even 
their brilliant showing could not 
keep Mohar and Ah the run for 
the title 

Playing steady golf, Chmi with 
a par round of 70 was now m the 
lead alone with an aggregate 
score of 212 The defending 
champion Brandon D'Souza also 
from Calcutta was two strokes 
behind while Rohtas was a stroke 
behind Brandon 

Going into the final round it 
appeared to be a straight 
contest among the three leaders 
But m reality, there was really no 
contest Notching up birdies on 
the third and fifth holes. Chmi 
playing with the confidence of a 
leader had virtually sewn up the 
title at the half way mark itself 
for, at this stage, Brandon was 


one over and Rohtas two strokes 
over for the day Rohtas however, 
was simply superb on the ret urn 
journey having birdies on the 
12th, 14th and I8th holes This 
enabled him to finish with a one 
under par score of 69 foi the day 
But Chmi went one, or even two, 
better he notched up a 67. 


/ 







Chmi easy M 
winner 
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equalling the 24 hour record ol 
S K Ah and Mohar Singh his 
flawless play in the final round 
gave him an overall aggi egate 
total of 279, something which no 
golfer had ever done at Guindy 
Chmi’s gieat showing which 
brought him the first prize of Rs 
8330 meant that Brandon and 
Rohtas could only fight for the 
second position, which they 
eventually shared with an 
aggregate total of 284 
Calcutta golfers predictably 
dominated the event with seven of 
the top ten places going to 
par ticipants from the eastern 
metropolis 

Partab Ramchand 


TRIVANDRUM 


Inter-Bank Volleyball 

T he glittering All India Inter 
Bank Volleyball Trophy went 
into the hands of last year's 
runners up. Indian Bank. Madras 
in the second edition of the 
championship at Jimmy George 
Indoor Stadium, Trivandrum 
Indian Bank played their hearts 
out to dethrone the holders State 
Bank of India It was difficult that 
any Indian Bank player could be 
singled out as a hero The superb 
team work of Tamil Nadu State 
players V Manoharan, R 
Sivaraman, Afzal Baig, G 
Bhaskar, R Swaminathan and A 
Chandrasekhar earned them the 
victory 

All Indian Bank players have 
i epresented Tamil Nadu State in 
the Nationals The first set of the 
fined started with the service of 
SBI and they took the hrst two 
points and thought that it was 
easy like in the previous year 
Utihsmg Afzal Baig’s service, the 
Swaminathan, Manoharan and 
Chandrasekhar trio equaUsed the 
score and took the game under 
their control and won the first set 
at 15-9 

Indian Bank could not maintain 
the form in the second set and it 
went in favour of SBI (15-10) 
Regaining their full power, 

Indian Bank took the next two 
seta at 15 10 and 15-13 

Venu Govinda Kumar P. 



















Q uite an 
irony that 
the man 
(among 
men) whose 
presence in the 
England team to 
India last year 
resulted in an 
entire series 


the England team 
to the sub 
continent this 
season. Graham 
Gooch. 

Gooch has quite 
a past; he toured 
South Africa with 
a ‘rebel’ team 
immediately after 
the tour of India in 
1981-82; was 
banned for three 
years by the 
TCCB; was 
allowed to 
represent 
England during 
the World Cup in 
the sub-continent 
in 1987; was 
refused entry for 
the series against 
India a year later. 

The present 
shift in policy is 
explained by the 
ICC’s blanket 
decision this year 
to ban for five 
years cricketers 
touring South 


Africa. While the 
government of 
India has 
accepted the ICC 
firmaan, certain 
organisations in 
the country have 
net. 

One such is the 
World Youth 
Action against 
Apartheid. Its 
chairman Anand 
Shanna 
categorically 
demanded that die 
TCCB approach 
theUnitra 
Naticms fm* 
removing Gooch’s 
name from its 
blacklist. Besides, ; 
Goochand 
raembersofhis 
Inland team 
mustpuUicly 
denounce 
imartliekL Shanna 
<h»nandea. 

^Incase,the . 
TCCBij^ehnotget * 
the^eeranofi?/. 
Sharmahdden. " 
"theoomitigor^ 

players wbidd he 
luiamoiittbdie 
mmnory^ 
JawahanaiN 
wi^r^tltel 



SHARJAH STATISTICS 


FIGURES 

IN THE SAND 


. aoft3ae 




-4rt 


'"<•• ■ 




•' " i? 


‘*v >v ^ I ■* 





•s 


t\' 


r' 


The West Indies 
and India have 
won three 
tournaments 
each in 



















Tispliy 

Wlimsrt 

Rothmans Asia Cup 1984 

India 

Rothmans Four Nations 

Trophy 1985 

Three Nations Trophy 1985 

India 

West Indies 

Australasia Cup 1986 

Pakistan 

Champions Trophy 1986 

West Indies 

Sharjah Cup 1M7 

England 

Sharjah Cup 1988 

India 

Champions Trophy 1988 

West Indies 

Sharj^ Cup 1^9 

Pakistan 




The West Indies have lost only twice at Shariah 


UK PLATme record 


COUNTRY 

PUYEO 

WON 

LOST 

RUNS 

SCORED 

WICKET8 

LOST 

OVERS 

FACED 

RUNS 

CONCEDED 

WICKETS 

TAKEN 

OVERS 

BOWLED 

Pakistan 

20 

13 

7 

3785 

130 

8963 

3640 

143 

915 6 

India 

21 

13 

8 

3923 

136 

943 5 

3787 

161 

944 1 

West Indies 

9 

7 

2 

1811 

42 

397 3 

1664 

,64 

406 5 

Sn Lanka 

11 

1 

10 

1941 

97 

493 5 

2329 

64 

495 1 

New Zealand 

6 

2 

4 

1095 

51 

275 2 

1082 

39 

257 1 

England 

5 

2 

3 

970 

36 

245 4 

1003 

40 

248 5 

Australia 

6 

1 

S 

1090 

49 

292 3 

1110 

30 

27/ 1 

TOTAL 

78 

38 

39 

14615 

541 

35451 

14615 

541 

3545 1 


Lantst Rtamm tt Ylctfry 







10 wickets 

— India 

beat Sri Lanka 


Apdl 


1984 


to wickets 

— Pakistan 

beat New Zealand 


Apnl 


1986 


9 wickets 

— West Indies 

beat Pakistan 


November 


1986 


193 runs 

— West Indies 

beat Sri Lanka 


December 


1986 


SiMilMt UmlM tf wiciMy 







1 wickets 

— Pakistan 

beat India 


Apnl 


1966 


11 runs 

— England 

beat Australia 


April 


1987 


11 runs 

— West Indies 

beat Pakistan 


October 


1988 


CENIURIES 








PiMsisn 

116 not out 

— Javad Miandad 


vs India 

Apnl 


1986 


101 

— Salim Malik 


V4 India 

October 


1988 


100 not out 

— Salim Malik 


vs Sn Lanka 

March 


19H'i 

hiSla 

112 

— Knsh Snkkanlh 


vs West Indies 

October 


1988 

« 

102 not out 

— Mohinder Amamath 

vs New Zealand 

March 


1988 

West Miss 

109 

— Richis Bictiardson 

vs Sn Lanka 

December 


1986 


102 not out 

— Gordon Qreemdge 

vs Pakistan 

October 


1988 

RMHEST MNHWS TOTRU FOR EACH COUNIRT 






Pakistan 

294^ 

(SO overs) 

V5 

West Indies 

October 


1988 

India 

267-6 

(50 overs) 

VS 

New Zealand 

March 


1988 

New Zealand 

258-6 

(50 overs) 

VS 

Sn Lanka 

March 


1988 

West Indies 

248-5 

(45 overs) 

VS 

Sri Lanka 

December 


1986 

Sri Lanka 

244-8 

(50 overs) 

VS 

Pakistan 

March 


1989 

England 

2306 

(50 overs) 

VS 

Australia 

Apnl 

« 

1987 

Australia 

2196 

(SO overs) 

vs 

England 

Apnl 


1987 


67 







UNIIEST COMPUEIEO INIIIIIQS TOTAU R» EACH COUNTliT 


8d Lanka 

96 

(263 overs) 


vs. 

West Indies 

December 

1968 

New Zealand 

04 

(36 6 overs) 


vs 

Pakistan 

April 

1986 

Pakistan 

87 

(325 overs) 


vs 

India 

March 

1985 

India 

126 

(424 overs) 


vs 

Pakistan 

March 

1985 

England 

132 

(482 overs) 


vs 

Pakistan 

March 

1985 

Australia 

139 

(423 overs) 


vs 

India 

March 

1985 

West Indies 

216 

(483 overs) 


vs 

liKlia 

October 

1988 

FIVE OR HORE WICKETS M AN INNiN8S 






6 lor 14 

— Imran Khan (Pakistan) 


vs 

India 

March 

1985 

6 for 1 

— Courtn^ Walsh (Wl) 


vs 

Sn Lanka 

December 

1986 

S for 26 

— San{eev Sharma (India) 


vs 

West Indies 

October 

1968 


nvE oisiiissALS m an wnwas 


5 (3 catch«8 + 2 stumpings) — Kiran More (India) vs New Zealand March 1988 



The deadly four: Benjamin, Ambroae, Blahop and Walsh 


CENfUBY STAND8 
FIRST VinCKET 


165 

— Gordon Qreenidge and Desmond Haynes (West Indies) 

VS 

India 

October 

1968 

132 

— Gordon Qreenidge and Richie Richardson (West Indies) 

vs 

Sn Lanka 

December 

1986 

126 

— Gordon Qreenidge and Desmond Haynes (West Indies) 

vs 

Pakistan 

November 

1986 

118 

— Graham Gooch and Chris Broad (England) 

vs 

Australia 

Apnl 

1967 

117 

— Knsh Srikkanth and Sunil Qavmkar (India) 

V8 

Pakistan 

April 

1986 

114 

— Desmond Haynes and Richie Richardson (WI) 

VS 

India 

November 

1965 

113 

— Mudassar Nazar and Rarmz Rata (Pakistan) 

vs 

West indies 

October 

1988 
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A Singular Man 


WHEN 

the CBFS announced their 
decision to scrap any distinction 
between former and current 
players when distributing their 
benefit money, the first 
benificiary of this change was 
Polly Umngar He would now get 
$3U,U0U, the same as Srikkanth 

This, almost predictably, 
provoked a cynical reaction 
among some Bombay 
cncketers-the rich get richer they 
said It was a jealous dig at 
Umngar, now well settled iii 
life— with three children safely 
esconsed abroad, Umrigai soldlus 
downtown Bombay flat and now 
resides at ‘SPORTSFIELD’ in the 
august company of past and 
present sports personalities He 
also has a paid job, working foi 
cricket 

Polly lemains uniuifled by the 
criticism he laces Aftei all, it was 
Umngar himself who fought for 
many retired cricketers When the 
Boai d dec ided to award Rs 2000 
pel Test foi all those not covered 
by the benevolent fund scheme 
(started in 1975), some ‘banias’ on 
the Board in an eftort to save 
money, stipulated that only living 
retired players be eligible for this 
benefit Umngar was enraged and 
battled this move successfully, 
which IS how the widows of Vinoo 
Mankad and Dattu Phadkar, and 
the daughter of Nana Joslu got 
their money Polly’s greatest 
rewai'd tof this was a touching 
letter from Joshi’s daughter- - a 
lettei he insists he will treasure <ill 
hib hfe 

Coincidentally, and nothing 
else, Umngar himself was the 
greatest benificiary of the scheme, 
having played 59 official and 15 
unofficial Test matches In fact, he 
insisted that the unofficial Tests 
count, explaining, “after all we 
played them wearmg India 
blazeis, so why the distinction^” 


A few statistics about Polly are 
relevant so that this generation 
can perhaps understand and 
know more about the man 
Polly was basically a solid 
middle order batsman, who 
bowled cuttei s and sometimes 
even opened the bowling for India 
In 59 Tests he scoied 3631 runs 
(average 43 00), a record that 
stood till Sunil Gavaskai passed 
it 

(In official Tests, Umi igar 
scored 1183 runs (ave 52 40) 


shied from pace And thereby 
hangs a tale Said Umngar “In 
one Test in England, there was a 
spot Ironi wheie Fred Trueman 
made the ball i ear fi om a good 
length Thei e was no chance and 
no use getting into line for one 
would have been hit in the mouth 
So 1 took my stance outside the 
stumps and began playing the ball 
from inside the line So this writer 
wiote that 1 ran so fai away from 
Trueman that I was in the squai'e 
leg umpire's lap" 



And in the Ranji Trophy, he 
captained Bombay to six 
triumphs, playing from 194fa-47 
to 1962-63, scuinig4102 t uns 
(ave 70 72) with 13cerituiieb and 
taking 140 wickets (ave 20 07) 

The high point of Umngar's 
career were undoubtedly his two 
tours of the West Lidies - in 
1952-53 when he scored 560 runs, 
and m 1962 when he amassed 445 
runs and was labelled the 'jialni 
tree hitter’ 

Yet, there was one particular 
ontic who believed that Umngar 


When 1 went to the West Indies 
and got 1 uns, Clyde Walcott who \ 
had heal d this stoiy, wondeied 
how people <,-ould wi ite like that ' 
And 1 piovedthem wiong Intact, 
in one T(*bt match Wes Hall 
bounced me 14 tunes in the fust 
three ovei s 1 hooked them all 
bcoiing 36 1 uns Hall later 
admitted he had never been 
hooked hke that He even i iic 1 uded 
me in hib wot id eleven in his 
book ■ 

P.V.J. Kar 


lALLIN THE QAME^ 


Kicked-off Before Time 


The fastest send-off 

W ANNA know about the fastest sending- 
off m a soccer game? The pride of place 
goes to a character (sorry, footballer) called 
Dan Cornehusson. a Swede, who was sent off 
for fighting before he had even toiuhed the 
ball 

CdfneiiuBBOn had come on ae a substitute for 
Como playlng'agaittst ijazio in the Italian first 
division league He Joined the game in the 67th 
minute and was off less than three ipiinutes 
later, after getting into a punoh-up with Paulo 
Bernatto 

This incident took place before the referee 
had got around to re-starting the match and so 



it could be argued that Cornehusson partici¬ 
pated for no tune at all However, in terms of 
objective time the fastest send-off took place m 
1079 The culprit here was Pierpaulo Ammo- 
niacl, who came on m the 89th minute of the 
game This was also in the Italian League The 
first thing he did was collapse on the ground 
He was sent off for wasting time. 


Centenary Bashes 


A matter of time 


T he Hereford Foot¬ 
ball League had 
been planning to hold 
Its centenary dinner 
m August. Graham 
Kelly, chief executive 
of the Football Asso¬ 
ciation was to be the 
guest of honour, and 
250 tickets had been 
sold Plans were afoot 


to put on a centenary 
match at Hereford 
Umted’s ground. But 
all these arrange¬ 
ments were scrapped 
after one sad discov¬ 
ery' someone worked 
out that the Hereford 
Football League is, m 
truth, only 90 years 
old. Tohl Tohl 



Greet Disaster... 


‘stoned’ 

T here wit* nat two ways of greeting disas- 
tei one is to iiv .ind hush it up and the 
other is to tiy auU flaunt it As the issue of 
drugs in dtniLtxs leached new peaks and 
startling nneiatioiiH were made with each new 
investigation luU' the Ben Johnson affair m 
Canada, the South Amciican Athletics cham¬ 
pionships wfcie being held in August m (irony 
of ironies') Medellin, Colombia—cocaine 
capital of the world Must have had the drug 
lords ‘snoiting’ in glei- 



Facing public wrath 


A n Italian priest was ai'rested on charges of 
hooliganism after a football match be¬ 
tween Paliano and Subiaco, recenty. Don Con¬ 
stantino of Santa Maria Assunta m SuMaoo 
was arrested after leading a party in a atone 
throwing attack on rival supporters Along¬ 
side him, zeaiouaty mvolved in the act, was 
club doctor, Paolo Angleacci Both the doo and 
priest are fanmg public order charges. 










QUIZ 

QUESTIONS 

1 With what sport IS McOonaid's 
Cup concerned and where is the 
tournament held'> 

ANSWERS 

1 Cricket Australia 

CHESS 

Artur Yusupov is one of the 
most low key players around His 
solid effective style brings him 
consistently excellent results at 
the highest levels He has been in 
the top ten for a long time 
Somehow lie never makes 
headlines He rarely wins 
tournaments, he is usually second 
or third He has a very gocxt 
record in inatcliplay having made 
it to the candidates final once 
Perhaps he will upset Karpov this- 
time in their semi final match m 
October Probably not. but he will 
certainly prove an obdui ate 
adversaiy Here is the vital win 
that took him through to the 
semis 

White Spraggett Black 
Yusu{.x)v Reti System Candidates 
quarter final 9th game 

lc4e6 a Nf3 d5 3 b3 Nf6 4 g3 b6 
5 Bg2 Bb7 R 0-0 Nbd7 7 Bb2 Be7 8 
e3 0-0 9d.3 uc4 More normal is 
9-C.5 but black reserves that 
stpiare for a possible knight 
outpost 

10 bc4 Nc5 11 d4 Nce4 12 a4 c5 
13Na3 This square IS not 
particularly suitable for the 
knight which is committed to 
passive defence 
13-Rc8 14 Qb3 cd4 15 ed4 Qc7 
Surprisingly white has come out 
with a pawn center and black with 
piece pressure From this opening 
it's usually the other way round 
I 16 Rac 1 RfdS 17 Rc2 Qb8' l8 Ne5 
j Qa8 19 f3 Nd6 Black executes a 
I typical hypermodern queen 
I shuttle to accentuate his pressure 
on the long white diagonal White 
could now continue with 20 Rd 1 
Nf5 21 Bh3 to maintain the 
balance He tries more radical 
measures 

20 g 4 '7 Nd7 21 Nd3 Probably 
J[^the aggressive 21 f4 is the best 
way to justify the previous move 


21"ae 22 h3 Rc7 23 Bel BfB 24 
Be3 h6 25 Nbl7 This is a clear 
error but black was already better 
and the weakness of white’s 
overextended centre was 
becoming marked 

25-b5'26Ab5ab5 27c5 27cb5 
Rxc7 28 Qxc7 NxbS is very nice 
for black 27-Nc4 28 Ra2 (See 
Diagram) Qxa2" A perfect 
example of a positional sacrifice 
Black takes over all the open lines 
and gams enough material 
compensation as well 

29 Qxa2 Nxe3 30 Rcl Bxd4 31 
Khl Nxc5 32 Nxc5 Rxc5 33 Rxc5 
Bxc5 34 Nc3 Rd3 35 Nxb5 If 35 
Ne4 Rdn 36 Kh2 Bxe4 37 fe4 
Bd6+ mates 

35-Nxg2 36 Clc2 White can’t 
recapture on g2 because of the 
black threat on f3 36-Nel 37 
Qxc5 Nxf3 38 Kg2 Rd2+ 39 Kg3 
Ng5 40 Nd6 7 The only good move 
was 40 Qc7 but then 40 - Rd3+ 41 
Kf2 Nxh3 + 42 Ke2 Be4 43 Nd6 
Nf4 + 44 Kf2 Rf3+ 45 Kel Bg6 
should still win for olac'k 

40-Rxd6i 41 Qc7 Rd3+ 42 Kf2 
Nxh3 f 43 Ke2 Be4 44 Qb8+ Kh7 
45 Qb4 f5 46 gf5 ef5 47 Qe7 Nf4 + 
48 Kf2 Rd2 f 49 Kel Re2 f 50 Kdl 
BC2-I- (O-l) 



BRIDGE 

Should students be encouraged 
to play bridge7 Till a couple of 
years back even I would have said 
no However, when I learnt 
computer-programming in 1987, 
I found it relatively easy because 
one has to apply the same sort of 
logical analysis in piograniming 
as in solving a bridge problem 
This 18 why among the leading 


amateur bridge players in the 
West, a very high percentage are 
programmers or systems analysts 
by profession Perhaps in this 
computer age one would do well to 
teach his children the game of 
bridge early in life 

In a step towards this end. the 
World Bridge Federation has 
started a Junior World 
championship which was held in 
Nottingham. England, in early 
August The Indian team, 
representing the Asia and Middle 
East zone was T Rego, V 
Sharma, T Srmivas, S Shivaram, 
J K Rao, A Yadnik and Y K Rao 
(npc) 

The Umvei sity of Tenessoe 
which won the North Amei lean 
Collegiate Championship, foi med 
thecoieof the North American 
team This hand from the final 
against Harvard .shows how 
advanced their bidding methods 
are - 


WEST 

EAST 

♦ J 6 3 

♦ 7 

<v’ K 0 10 8 

v.’ A e 5 2 

' A 0 a 

•' K J 9 7 6 3 

A A K J 

4* 9 8 

Capelleti 

While 

2 NT (20 21) 

3 4^ (Stayman) 

3 ' 

3 « 

4 ♦ 

4 * 

5 

6 '• 

Pass 


Over three 

hearts, some Easts 


would have blasted slam, which 
could be hopeless if opener had the 
wiong cards, or bid a tame four 
hearts ui else bid four diamonds to 
postpone the guess The boys had 
the I ight gadget for the hand, a 
bid of three spades to show a 
singleton and setting hearts as 
the agreed suit (with 5 spades and 
less than 4 hearts, he would have 
shown spades directly ovi>r 2NT) 
West bid four clubs to promise a 
club control and gocxl cards 
whereupon East Blackwcxxled 
You don’t find the Blackwood in 
the auction7 Thai is because they 
were playing the Roman K(*y-c.n d 
Kickback variation (the suit just 
above the agreed suit, here foui 
spades, was Blackwocxi) and the 
reply showed 3 kev-cards out of 
five(4 aces and tiump king) plus 
the trump queen Pretty 
complicated no doubt, but can you 
doubt its effectivene8s7 
SanlanuGhoM 
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The Last Lau^ 

S o, t he SIX banned cricketers 
have had the last laugh' The 
BC(T once again loses the 
battle royal with the players, 
hampei ing its prestige as well as 
putting into question, its very 
existent o 

What was most ridiculous was, 
did the BCCI think about the 
.ulvui se effects of the imposition of 
the ban on the top national 
cricketers'^ 

In ttiese ciicumstances, I have 
no duutit about calling these 
people a bunch of jokers ’ 
PRABAL GUHA, 

Ouwahati 


Attractive 


I AM an olfice-going person with 
very little leisure for active 
spoi ts I used to be ‘once-in-a 
while'buyer of Sportsworld But 
in one such issue, I came across 
the kai ate serial by Shivaji 
Ganguly and till v ate, 1 have been 
a 1 egular subscriber to the 
maga/ane Your decision to 
change it tiom black and white to 
coloui has made the sei lal look 
att I active I am sure that a lot of 
people tx'sides myself is finding 
th(‘ sei lal moie beneficial 
S SARKAH, 

CAlcUttd 


Errors 


T ins IS 111 reference to 

Newsmakers, (Sportsworld, 
Kith August iThere itisstated 
that Henry Kono's world record in 
t he tooom was the second longest 
I e< oi (.1 ever since Bob Beamon’s 
u( titd in the long jump, set in 
MeXK (> 

Both .tatement aie wrong Bob 
Beamon s lecord is not the longest 
stand mg (>vei That honour must 
go to the immurtal Jesse Owens 
whose long jump record set in 
May, 1 yd5 was bett“ied only on 
August 1960 That is a time span 
of Iwent.v five years while 
Beamon s i et oi d has lasted thus 
lai whn.li IS 21 years 
la-e Bven s iinord in tlie 400m 
set 111 the Mexico Olympics was 
shatteied by Butch Reynolds, a 



IT v.-. r m * 

Oiilp Vengsarkar 

few weeks bef oi e the Seoul 
Olympics Which means, after 20 
years 

Hence, Rono’s lecurd of 11 
years ago, as being the second 
longest ever i ecord does not 
stand, 

Wg Cdr P K MahaiiHtid (Retd ) 
New Delhi 

TheeiroiSdroiegietted- Editor 

Insist 


T he story on the HM’s 
son. The Hot-Shot Son’ 
(Sportsworld, 13th Septembei ) was 
super b Rahul Gandhi has dune a 
great achievement Well done 
Rahul, we are proud of you' 

It was very scgl and dishear terung 
to learn about the way that the 
Opposition has been tiyuig to kick 
up a 1 uckus 
Keep up the good work' 

Md EJAZULHASSAN, 
Bhubaneshwar 


Sordid' 


I T IS deplorable the way Sandip 
Patil IS trying to come back into 



the India team The tour of the 
West Indies is over and now 
Sandip Patil feels it is safe to 
announce his intention of coming 
baiCk into tlie team 
But he has no real credible 
achievement And this why he 
should be ignored at all costs 
HAm. 

Trivandrum 


Ghampion Magazinei^^^n^ 


S PORTSWORLD has turned into 
a champion magazine The 
‘New Steffi’issue (Sportsworld, 
30th August) contained some 
good articles The cover story was 
superb and also the book extract. 
’Chris by Martina’ The posters 
have also been marvellous 
especially those of Jimmy 
Connor s, Steffi Graf and Sabatini 
RAJ DOAWARAH. 

Guwahati 


Sorry About It ' 

I READ, Free Poster Andre 
Agassi’ on the cover of your 
magazine and 1 promptly went 
and bought it What a lousy 
poster' Gimme back mv seven 
bucks I ain’t nevei gumia buy 
your magazine again 
Mario Coelho. 

Poiida. 

Goa 

Sorry, but that doesn't moan you 
should stop buying the 
magazine- Ed 


Essential Prerequisite • \ , ’^, 

D iscipline on and off tht field 
is an essential pi ex eq uisite for 
excellence in sports Under the 
circumstances, the blatant misuse 
of power by influential circles in 
Delhi (including the Supteme 
Court of India) in lifting the ban 
on our truant cricketers will act as 
an unhealthy precedent for other 
meicenaties 

The complete volte-face by the 
BCCI proves that they are willing 
to be called 'a bunch of jokers’ and 
spineless jokers at that 
If the members of the BCCI had 
any iota of self-respect, they 
should have resigned en masse 
AHMED ABBAS MASWOOD, 
Calcutta 















C ARRYINQ on with 
the ido-kibons from 
aaachin-daclu, this 
week Mre are deal- 
ing with Jodan- 
mawaahi-giri or the 
roundhouee kick to the 
flaoe 

Stand in sanohm- 
daohi, hands held up to 
gruard the face Then, 
swivelling the front fooi 
so that the toes point m 
firont. hft the back leg to 
the side while curling 
the toes in to prepare the 
instep for contact 
Twisting the grounded 
foot even more, kick m 
the roundhouse style to 
the opponent’s face or 
head region, making 
contact with the instep 
On completion of the 



kick, bring the leg down 
in flront of you. moving 
into aanobin-daohi 
again in preparation for 
the next kick 

The most important 
thing about this kick is 
the swivelling of the 
g^unded foot Pomted 
in 45” in the b^ruining, 
the toes point straight 
ahead at the midway 
stage and then eventual¬ 
ly finish up pointing 00” 
or more out during the 
kick itself In total, the 
twist we’re looking for is 
almost 180” 

By Miivaii Ganguly 
KyokuaMnicaHum karsts 

PHOTOOfUPHS RMIAM BHAUA 
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Any one for dinner. 


I s this Melbourne or 
is it Calcutta^ 
They’re telling us 
that industrial 
action might lead to 
domestlo power 
outs for a di^ or two 
And last week, we 
bought rice and spices 
and pickle ftom a shop 
that could Just as well 
have been on 
Chowzinghee. Apart 
from the rice, spices and 
pickle that we had gone 
to buy, it stocked 
StarduBt and JPkxm.<s 
and India Tbd^y My 
wife came home 
grinning, with a year’s 
reading material I came 
home scowling and m a 
bad mood'I had told the 
owner of the shop that I 
would never darken his 
doorstep again until he 
started stocking 
Sportsworld 
And while 1 grumble 
darkly about how I 
should have bought my 
portable generator set 
tram Calcutta, in order 
to face the threat of 
power outs, comes more 
shattering news 
Domestio flights are 
being cancelled, leaving 
thousands of passengers 
stranded The pilots, 
according to the me^. 
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arepreparmgtowalk its ilk, b^ore they shunt celebrate the return of looking fbr $40 to pay a 

offthejob. Whativnuit this story off to the Border and his team. parking fins) you too 

toknowis where? At anonymi^ofafbatures For instance: if you have could be part of a formal 

SO.OOOfeet^ magiudne $125 lying around in a dinner to welcome this 

But this is supposed to Even before the last dravrer with all yow odd band of talented 

beaq»rtBooiumn,soI Akbee Test was into its taanissocks(Idon’t:rve oriolmters. 

bad better turn my opening over, great justsmashedmy We are inundated with 

attention to cricket and plans were bkbig laid to daughter’s idggy bos advertisements 













I reminding ua that the 
chief guaat the dinner 
will be no lees a man 
than the Prime Minister, 
. Bob Hawke. We are also 
I reminded, with much 
' fanfare, that “srou can 
book a table for ten 
people for only $1250” 
“$1260?" I shriek in 
righteous indignation 
I can fly to Calcutta 
and hack, (as the Qantas 


Wdmm'" 

mmiiBiWi wriin 

advwttoMiMiits 

IIMnllldiMIIS 

tiMttiMaitef 

niMtattiMi 

mtiMrwillbeiio 

teManumtliaii 

thaPrima 

Miniatary Bob 

Hiiwlca.Waara 

also remfiiclady 

wtthmucli 

fanfaroy that 

‘toucan book a 

tabtefortan 

poopla for only 

$ 1250 ” 



ealee agent told me with 
a smirk) for $1100. 
$1260 would probably 
take me to Istanbul (and 
babk). So. no, I won^ be 
going to the dinner, ni 
prota^ be gcdng to 
bkwdy Jail ifi can’t pay 


that parking fine! 

But if they want to 
have their dlnnsra. I 
sui^xjse they have good 
reeaon. Aftm* all, it has 
been a long time elnoe 
either aide wcm five t 
Teats in an Aahee eeriee. 


Warwick Armstrong 
won five Teats in 
1020-21 and Mike 
Brearley won five m 
1978-79, so as far as 
hiatorical perspective 
goes. Border and hts 
team have dons far 
better than anyone 
expected 

1 seem to recall 
collective guffaws in the 
British press after the 
Australian team was 
announced. On the other 
side of the world, while 
Ted Dexter announced 
his grand plan to 
resurrect, 
stmultanrously, the 
Qower captaincy and 
England’s cricketing 
fortunes, there was 
much chortling 

Well, who's laughing 
nowV Not the Bnts, 
that's for sure Dexter, 
his brave predictions 
forgotten, could not 
even remember the 
name of Devon Malcolm 
at the end of the 
penultimate Test 
Dexter, whose record as 
chairman of selectors 
falls woefully short of 
his own Test 
performances, was 
reduced to calling the 
fast bowler “Malcolm 
Devon” 

By the last Test, 


The Aussie cricketers ceiebrate 
their Ashes victory 


England had used 30 
players in the senes 
And before you ask me 
no, that is not a record 
Although the record for 
the most players used in 
aTest senes is indeed 
held by England. 
During the calamitous 
home series against the 
West Indies last year, 
even Pster May (who 
was then chairman of 
selectors) lost count of 
the number of men he 
called to do duty for 
England. 

'nie same Ekiglish 


journalists who said 
emphatically that 
Australia would lose 
this series have now 
presumably been 
banished to Siberia or 
wherever it is they send 
recalcitrant Journalists 
Those who jeered when 
Australia announced its 
side for this Ashes senes 
(onel T Botham 
included) have been 
proved resoundingly 
wrong For example 
when Australia made 
468 in the first innings 
of the final Test at the 
Oval, it set a cricketing 
record that will be hard 
to equal It became the 
hrst side to compile 
more than 400 in eight 
successive Tests, a tally 
that began with the last 
two 'Tests against the 
West'indies and ended 
on English soil The 
previous record had 
been held by Pakistan, 
which passed the 400 
mark in seven 
successive Tests against 
Australia and India in 
1982-83 

Even the individuals 
have come back with 
impressive statistics to 
their names Steve 
Waugh, who finally 
scored that elusive 
maiden Test hundred, 
ended the tour with 506 
runs in Tests at an 
average of 126 5, opener 
Mark Taylor scored 839 
runs for an average of 
83.9, Dean Jones got 
666 for an average of 
70 76 and Allan Border 
scored 442 for an 
average of 73 66 And 
there's more bad news 
for England Steve 
Waugh confides that his 
youngest brother. Dean, 
IS going to emerge a 
better all-round 
cricketer than either 
him or his twin brother 
Mark 







DIFFERENT STROKES 
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T ^O, four, SIX, 
eight who does 
she appreciate'^ 
Ldz Hynes rides a 
tackle by gridiron 
star Mark Delaney of 
the London Ravens 
beautifully (but of 
course') as she 
displays splendid 
cheerleading style 
Waving a pom-pom 
and puttmg her best 
leg forward, Liz was 
modelling the latest 
in sportmg g^€u- And 
Delaney”? His was 
strictly a supportmg 
role 
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KICK-ING 


M ove aside. Gary 
Lineker. Here 
comes Liam 
Chithbert Expected to 
die when he was Just 
seven years old, a 
heart transplant has 
the nine-year-old 
Liam romping 
around and playing 
football today And 
with his case-history, 
he’s already quite a 
star Invited by the 
British Sports 
Minister Cohn 
Moynihan to jom him 
m the inauguration 
of a street soccer 
tournament in 
London. Liam didn’t 
restrict himself to 
mere nbbon cutting 
Instead, he took the 
held himself and 
showed everyone 
that’s he’s got the 
heart for life' 


'iP 


SMALL 
STANDS 
TAIX 


'MAOINEbemg 
I offered 16 years 
for just two 
years' And then 
imagine refusing it' 
Yes, that’s what 
happened with 
Gladstone Small and 
the latest ’rebel’ tour 
to South Africa 
Approached by 
fellow-Black English 
cricketer Roland 
Butcher to jom the 
proposed two-tour 
7i" 





tnpto 

ap^heid-ndden 
South Africa, Small 
considers himself the 
only cricketer who 
tvirned it down 
outright "And I 
refused to go because 
Fm black” says the 
Barbados-bom fast 
bowler. 

Not that the money 
wouldn’t have come 
in handy Paid about 
£10,000 a year by his 
county 

Warwickshire, Small 
has a two-montbold 
son to bnng up, as 
well as a £50,000 
mortgage hanging 
overhishead And 
when the cricket 





N ow here’s a girl 
who’s really 
using her head 
Jayne Dowling had 
tried everything to 
improve her timing in 
the pool, but nothing 
worked like a shaved 
head' Getting a pal to 
snip off her locks just 
before the European 
Junior Swimming 
Championships, 
Jayne found the 
theorey of reducing 




water resistance 
coming true as she 
emerged from the 
pool with a clutch of 
gold medals 
"but life outside the 
pool hasn't been so 
smooth While her 
parents were initially 
shocked at the idea of 
their daughter going 
bald, Jayne’s 
argument that it 
would save seconds in 
the pool made them 
understand Her 


dries up in wmter, so 
does the money In 
fact, Small took his 
first non-cncketing 
job last winter, 
earning £200 a week 
as an office 
equipment salesman 
But that doesn’t 
mean Snjall is going 
to taint his hands 
with “blood money” 

“I had no intention of 
being used as a token 
gesture towards 
multi-racialism m a 
land that 

discnnunates against 
someone of my 
colour” says Small, 
going on to add, “I’m 
• proud to have played 
for England and I 


would be even 
prouder to return to 
West Indies next 
winter with England 
and look my 
Barbadian family in 
the eye” He, of 
course, couldn’t resist 
the parting shot “1 
wonder if Roland 
Butcher will be able to 
do the same’” 

Well, he won’t have 
to worry about that 
now, considering the 
two black players 
who had initially 
signed up for the 
’rebel’ tour—Butcher 
and Phil 

DeFreitas—eventuall- 
y withdrew 



teachers at her school 
in Colne, Lancashire 
haven't been so 
understanding 
though "They 
wanted me to wear x 
wig But I’d rather 
have people calling 
me skinhead than 
having to whip a wig 
off’ complains Jayne 
Regardless of what 
her teachers might 
feel, there’s no 
denying that Jayne’s 
daring move has paid 
nch dividends Her 
improved timings 
have lifted her to the 
status of Britain’s 
sixth-best swimmer 
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in the 100m butterfly 
and 200m individual 
medley And given 
her a shot at the 
Commonwealth 
Games trials in 
November 
Onyes, theie’s 
good news for her 
teachers in the 
meantime Jayne’s 
decided to let het hair 
grow for now But 
come November and 
it’ll be time for the 
shears again And 
there’s no pi v/jes for 
guessing this 
15-year-old’s 
inspiration Duncan 
Goodhew, who else*? 







PEOPLE 

HAVING IT OUT II TOMORROW’S CHAMPION! 


Two former Indian 
captains in verbal 
conflict? Well, only one 
at the moment. For those 
who missed Sunil 
Gavaskar's syndicated 
column, we insert the 
panga here, "...cricket 
lovers who follow the 
newspapers." wrote 
Govoskar, "are well 
aware of the vehemence 
with which BSB (Bishen 



Bishen Bpdi -‘Block 
(sorry, chup) on Kis 
shoulder" 


Bedi) has objected to 
Canada and USA tours 
by current Indian 
ployers. He has mocked 
at the 'promotion of the 
game' in North America 
and the so-called dollar 
syndrome of the current 
players. Of course on the 
present tour by the 
veterans, the Sant (so 
named after the famous 
expression 'holier than 
thou') perhaps has 
diHerent motives to go on 
the very tours he is so 
strongly opposed to. 
Maybe we will get to 
hear from 'His 
Holiness'...! olso pray 
thot 'the Sant' adds to his 
tolly of 'intemotional 
wickets' on the tour, that 
is if the block (sorry, chip) 
on his shoulder lets him 
use his bowling arm." 

We'll get back to you 
with what pctpail. who is 
off to the USA for playing 
cricket, has to say in 
defencel 


The talk of the US Open 
wos not Boris Becker. Or 
Steffi Graf. The hushed 
whisper revolved around 
another young 
chompion. Jeniffer 
Copriati. 

'i^o's she? A 13-yeor 
old who won the 
18-and-under top seed ot 
the US Open in 49 
minutes. Beating her 
other finalist 6-1.6-1. 
"She's what the 90 b will 
be all obout." declared 
Neil Amdur. editor of 
World Tennis. 

Last year. Capriati 
won the US girls 
18-and-under hard court 
and cloy court 
championship. She was 
then only 121 "There's 
something eerily familiar 
about Capriati." wrote 
the latemational Herald 
Tribune. "Maybe it's the 
two-fisted backhand or a 
demure little grunt on the 
serve. Maybe it's the 
ponytail or the South 




Jfnittci Capiiatt 
loni<ui‘ow’«- (li.tmpion 

Florida address. Maybe 
it's the foct that her first 
teacher was dad Jimmy 
Evert, and her manager 
is son John Evert, and she 
looks a little like 
daughter Jeannie 
Evert...If Steffi Graf puts 
her ear to the ground and 
listens for footsteps, she 
can hear Jeniffer Capriati 
coming." 


I FATHER OF THE THOROUGHLY MODERN OLYMPICS || OHRIS 

■ - ■■ 


They say that if Baron 
Pierre de Couhertin was 
the father of the Modem 
Olympics, then Juan 
Antonio Samaranch is the 
Father of the Thoroughly 
Modem Olympics 
Overreaction^ Not quite, 
considering that at 69, 
Samaranch has been 
re-elected to another 
four-year term as 
president of the 
International Olympic 
Committee "He is the 
most outstanding 
president since de 
Couhertin," said Kevan 
Gosper, the IOC vice 
president from Australia 
"He has put the Olympic 
Games on the highest 
international footing, 
politically, financially, 
socially and in sports 
terms." 

' Nine years in office and 


Samaranch can claim to 
have made significant 
progress for the Olympic 
Movement 
e When he became 
president in 1980, the IOC 
had cash reserves of 
$280,000 Now the figure IS 
$76 1 million' 

• In 1980, US networks 
paid $102 million for the 
Games in Lake Placid, 
New York and Moscow By 
1992, US network ,i will 
have paid $6U million for 
the Games in Albertville 
and Barcelona 
e Samaranch opened the 
Movement to women 


members There are six 
among the 92 members of 
the IOC 

• Samaranch created the 
Athletics Commission 
comprising 15 current and 
former athletes This 
Commission meets 
periodically to pass 
suggestions onto the IOC 

• After boycotts at 
Montreal, Moscow and 
Los Angeles Olympics, 160 
out of 167 countries turned 
up for the Seoul Games 
Twenty-eight of these did 
not even have diplomatic 
relations unth the hosts 
South Korea 



Bud Collins feels that 
Chris Evert is the 
nearest the Americans 
have to royalty. “Chris 
America,” he calls her. 
He relat^ the story of 
Evert’s meeting with 
Raise Gorbachev in the 
White House. “I was at 
the White House 
reception in 
Washington,” said 
CoRins. “The room was 
crowded with people 
from all walks of life and 
Mrs Gorbachev ignored 
them aH as she headed 
straight to Chris and 
greeted her wMi: i 
know you’.” 

No wonder most 
youngsters the world 
over want to become 
tennis players these 
dcqrs. 












STOP THIS 
NONSENSE! 


What’s in common between 
Rodney Hogg, Keith 
Fletcher, Javed Miandad 
and Mike Vetetta ^ 
Stumped^ Read on 
During the Tamil 
Nadu-Westem Australia 
match in Madras recently, 
Mike Veletta took a swipe 
down the leg side off 
Venkatramana And 
missed An appeal Veletta 
ivas given out leg before 
Gue-ss what he 
did disgusted, he took a 
smpe and sent all three 
stumps out of their slots 
Later, the predictable 
followed Veletta 
apologised to the umpire, 
rival captain Snkkanth 
and members of the Tamil 
Nadu team 


PUNK CRICKETER TURNS TV FIGURE! 




Mark Veletta—Knocked 
all three stumps out of 
the ground 

Easy way out, if you 
know the key to the 
sentiments of the people 
you are dealing unth 
Doubtful if the Western 
Australian folks will have 
the heart to penalise their 
player. After all, he 
apologist, didn't he^ 


Greg Matthews. 
Remember? The 
cricketer with the 
earstud? The cricketer 
with the spiked hair 
even before we had 
heard of Pernfors? The 
one who wore his shirt 
long-sieeved and wore 
his Australian cap while 
he bowled? The one 
who, they say, rolled an 
ice cream after an 
airhostess down the 
aisle of an aircraft while 
on a tour of India three 
years dgo? The one who 
invented words and 



Gipg Matthews tuin 
cornineniator for 
Channel Nine' 



VITAL STATISTICS! 


The following is the arithmetical break-up of the 
Steffi Graf—^Mortina Navratilova US Open final 
this yeor which Graf won: 

Gnf Navratilova 

First serve % ^ 67 

Aces 5 2 

Service winners 4 7 

Double faults 4 5 

Placement 35 31 

Unforced errors 17 17 

Service games held 12 10 

Senrice games broken 2 4 

Total points won 88 84 

Approaches to net 25 100 

Points won at net 17 60 



used them in his 
vocabulary because he 
‘liked the sound of it’? 

Ah, the same! Greg 
Matthews, who many 
felt, should have gone to 
England with Border’s 
Ashes winning team, is 
now being signed as one 
of the Channel Nine 
commentators for the 
coming season Down 
Under. Knowing 
Matthews’ eccentric 
personality, the 
pertinent question is not 
what he will wear but. 

'In which language?' 



LAHORE 

CHALOl 


The Delhi cricket team, 
which won the Wills Cup 
last season, flies off for an 
international engagement 
on 6 October 
Surprised^ The side 
takes on the Wills Cup 
champions of Pakistan in 
a one-day match The side 
comprises Kirti Azad, 
Raman Lamba, Mano) 
Prabhakar, Manu 
Nayyar, Rajiv Vinayak, 
Shankar Saini, Bantu 
Singh, K BhaskarPillai, 
Sanjay Sharma, 

Maninder Singh, Sanjeev 
Sharma, Ajay Sharma 
and Mohan Chatnrvedi 
The captain^ None other 
than ageing warhorse 
Madan Lai’ 

Compled by SuSmp GupU 













I N tbe preceding 
weeks this column 
had done a mental scan 
of sportsmen on the eve 
of a competition. A 
quick recap one stuck a 
cigar in his mouth and 
covered his fhoe with a 



towel before dozmg off; 
Chinagha visualised the 
worst he could play, so 
that the vision charged 
him to produce a re< 
spectable performance, 
Pels summoned images 
of his career at its best 
The psychological pro¬ 
jector worked In an 
identical way for diffe¬ 
rent people 

But what passes 
through the mind of a 
sportsman during' the 
event‘!*Does he afford the 
luxury of thinking at 
all? Is his thought pro¬ 
cess merely a blur’ Or 
does he perform to the 
dictates of his subcon¬ 
scious, oblivious of the 
peripheral physical phe¬ 
nomena, moving ftom 
point to point until the 
match IS over and he 
emerges from the co¬ 
coon, as if to say 'What’s 
been happening since I 
was last here three 
hours ago?’ 

Paavo Nurmi would 
psyche himself during a 
long race by glancing at 
his stop watch Mile run¬ 
ner Marty Ldquon ex¬ 
plained what went 
through his mind "In 
the first lap the most 
important thing is 
staymg relaxed, making 
sure my breathing is 
right, my diaphragm 
has to work smoothly, 
like the bellows you use 
to blow hre with I’m not 
really worried about my 
position. At the begm- 
ning of the second lap, I 
usually have a false 
tiredness. If I hear a fast 
time, I think, gee, that 
was too fast, and I’m 
tired because' of it If I 
hear a slow time, I 


tlunk, gee, I must be 
awful tired for going so 
slow. So I compensate by 
thinking of all the 16- 
mile runs I took through 
the snow, and the'20- 
mile runs on the 
beaches, and how much 
tougher that was, and it 
makes me feel better 
The third lap is more of 
the same, except that 
position is becoming 
vitally important I 
know that going into the 
fourth lap I have to be in 
the top two, three or 
four—in position and 
ready to strike Then, on 
the last lap, especially 
the last 3CX) yards, I try 
to gfet mad. I keep telling 
myself, get mad, mad, 
mad. It’s like slamming 
a oar door when you get 
so mad you don’t care if 
the window breaks when 
you slam it On the last 
straight it’s just a mat¬ 


ter of guts ” 

Some sportsmen tend 
to conduct monologues. 
Art Larsen, US tennis 
champion m 1950 im- 
agmed that he was being 
advised by an eagle that 
soared over the court 
during play The point 
over, Larsen imagined 
that the eagle swooped 
down onto his shoulder, 
whispered an observa¬ 
tion that It had made 
about the angle of a few 
strokes that it had seen 
from abpve Spectators 
noted how Larsen’s 
shoulder would tilt and 
his head turn when this 

^While the bowler ran in 
to bowl." said Don j 
Bradman. "I never 
considered the 
possiMlity of hto 
getting me out. He j 
didn’t luive a dhanoe, I 
told myself.” 



* 

mentor-protegq ek- 
change was In progress. 
Larsen would then nod, 
as the bird of imai^na^ 
tion winged off to its 
lofty perch for, liteiaUy, 
a bird’s ^e view of the 
game. 

An interesting case 
study was the match be¬ 
tween Arthur Ashe and 
Clark Graebner during 
the seim-final of the US 
Open, 1968 Graebner’s 
approach was more tra¬ 
ditional, he psyched 
himself to tighten his 
game Soon enough, he 
was two sets up At the 
same time, Ashe was 
undergoing a process in 
reverse He was think¬ 
ing primarily of food, 
parties, places he had 
been to and girls he had 
dated In the second set, 
Ashe’s concentration be¬ 
gan drifting towards 
food More specifically, 
his ideal dinner fried 
chicken, rice and baked 
beans After he hsui lost 
the second set, Ashe 
realised his error He 
stopped his concentra¬ 
tion from drifting, 
psyched himself right 
and came back to win 
the next three sets As 
Perry Jones, souttiem 
Californian tennis 
coach, said “Hit the ball 
and don’t think” 

Jack Nicklaus won a 
lot of tournaments hum¬ 
ming ‘Please Answer Me 
My Love’ A1 Feuerbach, 
the Olympic shot-putter., 
would relax himwlf by 
lightly humming the 
tunes of commercials as 
he threw 

One of the most arro¬ 
gant confessions oame 
from Sir Ocm Bradmsui 
“While the bowler ran in 
to bowl." he said. "I nev¬ 
er considered the possi¬ 
bility of him getting me 
out He didn’t hara a 
chance, I told mysrif.” 
And it worked. 
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Cryptic crosswords. 
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THE SPOHTSWOHLD-MAHINE 
SPORTS SPECIAL OFFER 


SubscrtlM to SporttworM for a ywr and yiMi wHI get ftM books of your 
cholca from iMrim Sports, Bombay 


Sportsworld is available by (inland) post 

Rs 310 a year (52 issues), Rs SlOfortwoyears (104 issues) An armual saving of Rs 54peryearonthenawsstahd 

pncs, plus a book delivered to you 


Following art Ifit books ytu can eHoost from 


Bwentanmal fast—official book—Rs 60 (actual pnca) 
B&HsorlM—1967-88Rs 60 
Auolralia't World Cup ch a ny w n Rs 60 
Who's wtwm one diqrinismaUonalsRs 60 
HowaaPOckel Cartoons Rs 20 
T a ble tennis HaroldMysrsRs 36 
The story of squash Rs 86 
The Guardian book of sports 1982/83 Rs 364 


Ally one lit a year’s w bt cil pMt a 
Being Myself Martina Navratilova Rs 280 
Boycott by Don Mosey Rs 290 
Benson & Hedges Cnckel year Rs 280 
World Cup Cncket'87 Rs 75 
Play fair Crlwal Annual'88 Rs 49 
2iolaRs 144 

The Badminton Story Rs 131 
GoldenQIrt PT UshaRs 35 


Tick off the one/two titles you want and send your order mentioning your address and the two/one book you want to 

Hie Circulation Manager 

AiwiNia Bazar PMnka Ltd 6 , Profulte Sorkor Street, Calcutta 700001 
Plasse draw your demand dralt/cheque in favour of Ananda Bazar Patnka Ltd, (^utta 
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8 niey won ihe 
Charnpioiis 
trophy nt Sharjah 
and are the ones to beat 
in the Nehru Cup 
Pakistan, led by the 
dynamic Imran Khan, 
are riding a wave of 
success. Mudar 
Patherya, who is 
currently touring India 
with the Pakistan team 
in the Nehru Cup 
campaign analyses 
Imran's spirited squad 
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#% JU 'I'heNehr 
Cup for til 
Mm MRP wotl 
Series is in full swint 
and coming to an 
exciting climax. 
Coverage of the earl 
stages of the 
tournament. Plus: Bo| 
Simpson introduces I 
world champion team| 
who are strong 
contenders to win the| 
Nehru Cud. 


• Nehru Cup photo feature 
20 Different strokes 
20 Photo of the wreek 
00 Can England rise fiutn the Ashes? 
02 When beauty enters sport 
70 Ryder Cup golf 
70 National Swimming 
00 Newsmakers 

Cover and poster photographs by Patrick 
Eagar 


Illustrations by Debashis Deb 


in case you ware wonderingl Due to our oWcM 
being closed fcK the Puja IwMays we did not 
have issues dated October 11 and 18 But 
we're back againl 
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Tennis 
Vb ■ ■ notes, 

quotes and 
anecdotes, A special 
tennis sect-on in colour 
Paul Fien files reports 
f,-oni the United States 
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MRF 

WORLD SERIES 

FOR the; 

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU CUP 
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ONE-DAY 

TREAT 


Indian cricket 
spectators are really 
lucky. Who else gets 
the opportunity to 
watch two world 'Jiaas 
tournaments within 
the space of two 
years, the Nehru Cup 
for the MRF World 
Series Is reaching It’s 
final stages and 
though the Henary Isa 
bit hurried, no one’s 
complalnlng..surely 
not the cricket fans all 
over the country. True 
to the words of the 
man In whose memory 
the tournament Is 
being held the cricket 
is bmng played in the 
spirit of the game and 
that’s what counts. 

Clockwise from 
right: Is that a plane, a 

bird or.No ft’s the 

drinks’s cart for the 
Nehru cup. Cricket 
enters the space age. 

England’s Robin 
Smith won the man of 
the match sward 
($1000 and a medal) in 
the opening game in 
which England beat 
Sri Lanka 
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TOUGH 
GUYS! 


No match is over until it is 
over. This could well be 
the Pakistan cricket 
team’s motto. Give them a 
hopeless, no-win situation 
and trust them to do the 
impossible. “The current 
Pakistan team’s greatest 
asset is that they won’t 
give up,” claims captain 
Imran Khan. 

Mudar Patherya, 
currently following the 
Pakistan team all over 
India in their pursuit of 
the Nehru Cup, feels that 
it is the most dangerous 
side in the international 
circuit. 




LU EVERSAYDIE. 

The one teem in intematiaiial 
cricket that advertmee this phraee 
better than the others 18 Pakistan 
Put bafrgy ffreen cape on the 
heads ^eleven Austrahans, the 
siqdnff goes, and you haves team 
that IS ready to die for the 
country Now Imran Khan’s 
guerilla Bide seems ready to take 
over 

Disagree^ Well look back only to 
the match against India at 
Shaigahaweekago Indiasoored 
273 for four Hiis would have 
been the ideal launching pad for a 
victory m a Test match. But m a 
lumted-overs game? Well, if I was 
reporting I might have pushed off 
to the A1 Qhurair Centre to catch 
up with my mother’s shopping 
hst Or if I was watching the game 
on TV. well, I wouldn’t be 
watching at all. Even the 
dirham-hungry punters m 
Sharjah yawned, dialed their 
digital cordless walkie-talkies, 
and barked out odds of 1 l-l for 
Pakistan being able to salvage full 
points firom the grame Routme 
boring everyday job 

But who does Buk'^atir recruit 


for writing the script for his 
matches^ Shahid Saaed (now 
who’s he?) kept skipping down to 
Kapil Dev and Prabhakar picking 
singles and scoring 50, Wasim 
Akram made a guest appearance 
at number three and up^ the 
fdmiture with 37 m 23 balls with 
four sizes, and Pakistan won with 
siz wickets and 14 balls to spare 
Upset) Burned cncket 
speculators were down in large 
SIX figures. Wall Street crashed by 
100 paints m next morning’s 
trading Someone said Imran 
Khan was responsible! 

--- 


H e has been For picking 
perfectly anonymous 
nobodies from the domestic circuit 
in Pakistan and turning them into 
champions Imran did a Lazarus 
with Abdul Qadir, to(^ him to 
England agamst the oombmed 
opposition of the selectors in 
1982—and launched his bearded 
friend on the world as the most 
dangerous leg spinner of the 
generation. 

Oh why. last week in Sharjah, 
this Shahid Saeed fellow scored 50 
against India Against West 
Indies, 19-year-old Waqar Yunus 
returned with figures of 9-2-28-3 
That match emphasised 
Pakistan’s sense of the occasion 
Imran dispensed with Miandad 
and Akram, his potential 
matchwinners Result’Well, 
normally West Indies would have 
hmshed the game by 
mid-afternoon but Pakistan, 
under Imran, rsdhed From 86 for 
four in 25 overs, they revived 
Ejaz Ahmed hit 50 m 52 balls 
Imran himself chipped in with an 
unbeaten 60 off 57 balls Suhail 
FazsJ (gulp, never heard the name 
before) made 24 Pakistan 
finished with 237 for seven 
wickets in 50 overs 
And West Indies, who looked 
like injecting some element of 
competition, whooshed to 180 ail 
out “We won because of 
discipline, dedication, devotion 
and above all commendable 
teamwork,” summed up the 
cliche-quoting manager Intikhab 
Alam But he couldn’t have been 
more spot-on 

One has often wondered why 
Pakistan always starts off with a 
20 per cent psychologrical 
advantage. Perhaps it has 
something to do with their 
captain Perhaps youth Perhaps 
the orowd support Possibly even 
their collective‘Josh’ Forget it, all 
four Which is why when it comes 
to a close match, put your Rupee 
on Pakistan. And even when it 
doesn’t come to a needle finish, 
thay might Just pull it off Unlem 
if they haven’t walked through by 
then. 

• India tightened its grip on 
Pakistan and the Austral-Asia 
Cup in 1986 i^ scoring the 
highest,team total (246) at the 



‘The other batsman who stood 
out for us was Salim Yousuf. He 
is one of the gutsiest orioketers 
Tve played with. Despite being 
hit in the face and breaking his 
nose in the first inning^, he 
came back and played a vital 
innings of 28 in the second,” 
wrote Imran Khan in his 
autobiography 

venue till then Ofcouise, 
Pakistan had no chance this time 
Especially with four wickets 
having fallen at 111 But trust 
Miandad to push things along 
Not a single four in his fust 50 
'rhen Pearl Harbour He needed 
four runs off the last ball of the 
match to give Pakistan its first 
international tournament He got 
six' I've never seen Imran lose his 
composure That afternoon, while 
Miandad and Qadir were 
retrieving the game from 
Alcatraz, Imran stood beside the 
sight screen biting his nails Once 
Javed’s last heave had disappeared 
over the mid wicket boundary, 
Imran was running into the 
gpround to chair the last two 
batsmen into the pavilion 
Involvement, I say 
• The Bangalore Test match. 

1987 Pakistan all out for 116 
India 145 In the second inmngs, 
Pakistan opened with Rameez 
Raja and Javed Miandad Miandad 
scored 17 TailenderOasim was 
sent with holding out 
instructions at numoer five The 
pudding-faced left-hander scored 


a surprise 26 Imran himself came 
up with 39 But the guy who ti'Kik 
the biscuit was Salim Yousuf 
Coimng in at number nine, he 
scored 41 not out The fourth 
highest score of the match India 
lost by 16 runs 

• Then take the Reliance Cup 
match against the West Indies in 
Lahore West Indies hit 216 in 
49 3 overs Pakistan looked like 
spluttering out at 110 for five 
Enter Yousuf After having 
a4)U8ted his sights, he played a 
blinder Scored 56 When the 
match went into the last over, 
Pakistan still needed 14 With the 
last pair batting And then it 
happened, Qadir hit Walsh over 
long off for SIX Pakistan won off 
the last ball Half the country 
spilled onto the ground to form an 
impromptu reception committee 
to usher Qadir and his sidekick 
Jaffer back to the pavilion 

• The Calcutta one-day 
international, 1987 India scored 
238 in 40 overs The usual twist to 
the drama Pakistan avalaiu'hetl 
to 174 for SIX No chance 

No chance‘s Salim Malik, who 
had walked in when Pakistan 
needed 78 at more than 10 1 uns an 
over, hit 72 not out In 35 balls, if 
you please And yes, by the way. 
Pakistan cakewalked it yet again 

• The Uhaka Asia Cup match last 
year Pakistan made 142 Ah. at 
last a plum target No tension No 
problems At 116 fur six, with 
Akram running through and 
Qadir having a couple of ovei s 
left, the fingernails were 
disappearing Fur a change, India 
won But Jeezus, how Pakistai 
gave India the jitters And 
remember, this time there was no 
Imran 

I MRAN Khan highlighted this 
rearguard ability in his 
autobiography “Whenever there 
was a crisis during the 1987 
World Cup,” he wrote, "our tail 
seemed to come to the rescue Ill 
never forget the group match 
against the West Indies, when 
Abdul Qadir, helped by Salim 
Jaffer, scored 14 off Courteney 
Walsh’s last over of the match to 
win Earlier, wh{it seemed a 
hopeless position had been 
retrieved by Salim Yousuf who 
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scored 56 That is what team spirit 
means the whole side is trying to 
win, nor do the bowlers leave .dl 
the batting to the recognised 
batsmen The current Pakistan 
team’s greatest asset is that they 
won’t give up Ironically, I felt a 
sense of fulfilment when we lost 
the World Cup semi-final to 
Australia We were always up 
against it, but at no time did the 
team ever contemplate defeat 
Even when we needed 18 to win 
and our last batsman, Tauseef 
Ahmed, had to bat with virtually 
one hamd—he had two stitches in 
his other hand, which he had 
injured while attempting a retui n 
catch—the other players wore 
sure that we would pull off 
another unlikely victory When 
Tauseef was out a sense of shix'k 
ran through the dressing room 
as though the players could not 
believe that they had lost ” 











INDIA VS V/EST INDIES 

INDIA 


INDIA VS PAKISTAN 


K Srikkanth c (>ii|nii b Walsh 


11 

N Sidhu ( aiu< b Walsit 


28 

M Amamath b Rirliards 


20 

D Vengsarkar run rnit 


14 

M Azharuddin run out 


14 

R Shastri r Kk haritson b Ki( hards 


5 

Kapil Dev c I)u|on b Walsh 


16 

A Sharma b Ariitiruse 


17 

M Prabhakar r Uij|»n b Walsh 


0 

K More b Anibrose 


17 

A Ayubnutout 


7 

fvtraslb 1 lb 9 w 10) 


24 

Total (all out, 48 1 nvprs) 


169 

Fallof wickets 1 43 ? 46. 3 72 4 91. 5'97. 6 106. 

; 127 8 127 9 146 

Bowling 

Ambrose 

9 1- 

1-22-2 

Bishop 

9 

0 45 0 

Walsh 

10 - 

1-25-4 

Marstiall 

10 - 

1-23-0 

Richa'ds 

10 - 

0-44 2 

WEST INDIES 

D Haynes c More b Ayub 


12 

P SiminonscS’ikkanthb Prabhakar 


6 

R Richardson c Vengsarkar b Prabhakar 


5 

K Arthurton c Amamath b Sharma 


48 

V Richards c Sidhu b Ayub 


34 

G Logie nut out 


59 

J Dujon noi nut 


3 

Fvtiasdb 3 nb 2, w 1) 


6 

li*ait''wfwe 47 Severs) 


173 

Fall of wickets 1 13. 2 23. 3 31 4‘80. 5/16S 
Bowling 


Kapil 

8 • 

4-16-0 

f rabhakar 

10 • 

1-18-1 

Av'ib 

10 • 

2-27-2 

Shastn 

10 • 

1-41-1 

Srikkanth 

4 5- 

0-27-0 


INDIA 



K Srikkanth St Yousuf bMushtaq 


51 

N Sidhu b Akram 


108 

M Amamath c Malik b Akram 


88 

Kapil Dev c Shahid b Akram 


13 

R Shastn not out 


0 

M Azharuddin not out 


2 

Extras (lb— 6, nb—-2, w—3) 


11 

Total (for four wkts off 46 overs) 

Fall of wickeU 1/92, 2/253,3/271, 4/271 
Bowling 


273 

Akram 

9 - 

0-30-3 

Aquib 

8 - 

0 46-0 

Shahid 

3 - 

0-24-0 

Shoaib 

2 - 

0-18-0 

Mushtaq 

10 - 

C-47-1 

Qadir 

7 - 

0-44-0 

Imran 

7 - 

0-58-0 

PAKISTAN 

Shoaib Mohammad run out 


65 

Shahid Sated 


50 

Waslm Akram c More 8 Ayub 


37 

Salim Malik not out 


68 

Javad Mlandad st More b Shastn 


31 

Imran Khan not out 


17 

Extras (lb—3, nb—2, w—1) 


6 

Total (for four wkts off 44 4 overs) 
FaHofwicketf 1/99,2/152,3/169,4/234 
BowUngi 


274 

Kapil 

8 - 

0-47-0 

Prabhakar 

10 - 

0-48-0 

Sharma 

6 4- 

0-36-0 

Amamath 

2 - 

0-15-1 

Ayub 

10 - 

0-67-2 

Shastn 

9 - 

0-60-0 

Srikkanth 

4 5- 0-27-0 
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AK VS WEST INDIES 


PAKISTAN: 

Ramevi Ra|a c Richardson b Walsh 

17 

Shoaib Mohammad b Richards 

45 

Shahid Saeed b Bishop 

22 

Salim Malik c Richards b Bishop 

74 

Eiaz Ahmad run out 

6 

Imran Khan b Ambrose 

45 

Wasim Akram Ibw Ambrose 

0 

Saleam Yousuf c and b Bishop 

4 

Abdul Qadir notout 

2 

Extras(b-4, lb-14, nb-6, w-11) 

35 

Total (for 8 wkts off 50 overs) 

250 

Fall of wickets 1/31. 2/86, 3/139, 4/159, 5/ 


214, 6/221, 7/226, 0250 
Bowling Ambrose 10-1-58-2, Bishop 10-0-59- 
3, Marshall 10-0-41-0, Richards 10-0- 
48-1, Walsh 10-0-36-1 

WEST INDIES 

0 Haynes c Wasim Akram b Imran 59 

R Smiinons IbwWasim Akram 16 

R Richardson b Imran 31 

K Arthuiton St Salim Yousuf b Mushtag 0 
V Richards c sub (SFazal)bShoaib 46 

C Bast not out 53 

J Oujon b Wasim Akram 6 

M Marshall b Wasim Akram 0 

C Ambrose b Wasim Akram 0 

I Bishop b Abdul Qadir 0 

C Walsh b Wasim Akram 10 

Extras (lb-8, w-4, nb-6) 18 

Total (off 48 4 overs) 239 

Fall of wickets 1/32 2/117, 3/118, 4/124, 5/ 
195, 6/209, 7/209, 8/209, 9/ 
210 

Bowling Wasim Akram 9 4-1-38-5, Abdul Qadir 
9-0-45-1, 

Waqar Younus 4-0-14-0, Shahid Saeed 
3-0-19-0, 

Imran Khan 10-0-51-2- Mushtaq 
Ahmed 10-0-47-1, 

Shoaib Mohammed 3-0-17-1 

PAKISTAN 

Shoaib Mohammed r Benjamin b Walsh 21 
Rameez Raja c R Haynes b Ambrose 33 

Shahid Sa^ b R Haynes 7 

Salim Malik c Dujon b Ambrose 16 

Ejaz Ahmed b Benjamin 50 

Imran Khan not out 60 

Suahil Faaal c R Haynes b Walsh 24 

Salaam Yusuf b Bishop 4 

Mushtaq Ahmad not out 3 

Extras (b-8,1 b-8, w-3) 19 

Total (for 7 wkts in 50 overs) 237 

Fall of wickets 1/40, 2/55, 3/85, 4/86, 5/154, 
6/20'/ 7/221 

Bowling Ambrose 10-0-43-2, Bishop 10-0-31- 

W Benjamin 10-0-58-1, R Haynes 10-1-44-1, 

C Walsh 10-1-45-2 

WEST INDIES 

Dasmond Haynes c Yusuf b Yunus 15 

Phil Simmons cFazalb Yunus 27 

RKhw Richardson b mustaq 6 

Carlyla Bast b Qadir 44 

KelM Arthuiton b Qadir 1 

Robert Haynes Ibw Qadir 4 

Jeff Dujon c'Yusuf b Shoaib 26 

Curtly Ambrosa not out 26 

Winston Benjamin b Yunus 3 

Ian Bishop run out 3 

Courtnay Walsh b Imran 14 

Extras(lb-10, nb-1) 11 

Total (in 44 4 overs) 180 

Fall of wiekeU 1/43, 2/50, 3/52, 4/53, 5’65. 

6/127. 7/135, 8/149, 9/155 
Bowling Imran 5 4-0-21-1, Wagar Yunus 9-2- 
28-3. 

Abdul Qadir 10-1-31-3, Mushtaq 
Ahmed 10-0-38-1, 

Suhail Fazat 1-0-4-0, Shahid Saeed 3- 
0-19-0, 

Shoaib Mohammed 6-0-29-1 



INDIA 


1 WEST INDIES 



K Srikkanth b Walsh 

40 

D Haynes b Kapil 


i 

R Lambac Walsh b Ambrose 

18 

1 P Simmons c Vengsarkar bPrabhat^tiir 

3 

M Amamath c Rtchards b Beniafnm 29 

R Richardson run out 


•to 

D. Vengsarkar run out 

6 

K Arthuiton b Ayub 


10 

M Azhaniddinb Walsh 

28 

C Best c Vengsarkar b Ayub 


5 

A Sharmac Richards b Ambrose 

2 

J Dujan not out 


■)/ 

Kapil Dev b Benjamin 

41 

M Marshall b Sharma 


40 

R Shastrl run out 

6 

C Ambrose St More b Shastrl 


3 

M Prabhakar Ibw Marshall 

8 

V Richards run out 


1 

K Mora not out 

2 

W Benjamin St More b Sharma 


10 

A Ayubnotout 

7 

C Walsh b Kapil 


/ 

Extras (lb—10. nb-3. w- 11) 

24 

Extras (lb -9, nb 2 w 1) 


1 • 

Total (for nine wkts off 50 overs) 

211 

Total (off 46 4 overs) 


1/4 

Fall of wickets 1/37,2/76,3/82,4/115,5/123; 

Fall of wickols 1/5, 2/24 3 59. 4 /1 

0 /« 

6/149.7/164.8/179,9/201 


6/123, 7/146, 8/157, 9/171 

Bowling 

Kapil 

7 4 

1 19 2 

Bowling. 


Prabhakar 

/ 

1 18 1 

Ambrose 

10 - 1-43-2 

Ayub 

10 - 

0 29 2 

Benjamin 

10 - 1-36-2 

Shastrl 

10 - 

0 40 1 

Marshall 

10 - 0-50-1 

Sharma 

10 - 

0 44 2 

Richards 

10 - 0-40-0 

Srikkanth 

2 

0 15 0 









merry men will put their best 
toe-nail forward and beat the West 
Indies And they do' Now he's 
laughing 

I wonder if these clowns know 
how much trouble they’ve caused 
No-one gives them a chance of 
winning the tournament and 
there they are, putting on a 
swagger on the field, clean 
bowling Viv Richards for 24, 
putting a roadblock on the West 
Indies at 176 for nine in 50 overs, 
getting one of their chaps to hang 
around until he has made 66, 
getting past the finish line with 
17 balls and four wickets to spare 
and finally shrugging shoulders 
at the press conference with the 
yawn of a cliche ‘It was teamwork 
i along ^ 

_______ 


Who the hell do they think they 
are’’ 

Do they realise the serious 
economic implications of a 
tournament upset‘s What is going 
to happen to the bookie-punter 
;anta^The latest whisper on the 
inter-city betting circuit is that 
three bookies have defaulted If 
these three stop paying out to all 
those who have mside clihota 
killings, those standing to gain 
will have to make last-minute cuts 
in their spending Sonny's Diwall 
bicycle, the wife’s jewellery set 
and the daughter’s set of three 
frocks sorry, folks, these will 
now have to wait until daddy gets 
enough money to back the West 
Indies the next time they meet Sn 
Lanka Maybe in 199t Depriving 


the common man of Ins onct* in-a 
year spending orgy Perhaps the 
PM should send another lettei to 
Premadasa through N Ram 

And this 18 how the Si i Lankans 
dm it Ranatunga won the toss 
and out the West Indians in to bat 
Ratnayekc removed Phil Simmons 
at 12, and the danget ous 
Richardson eight runs later 
Richards and Haynes Kindled 
hope of a ‘no problems, rntian’ 
situation but with anothei two 
wickets falling within tlnee i uns 
of 83, West Indies weie eoi nurod 

Ideal platform lor I-ogie and 
Carlisle Best to triggci a 
turnaround Only that it didn’t 
happen Best was bowled foi six, 
Dujon came and went with U -ur 





and Winston Benjamin managed 
seven Logie played the boy on the 
burning deck Without fire 
extinguishers, for a change 
When the West Indies finally 
sank with 176 in 50 overs, Logie 
had manged to survive, life-jacket 
and all. with 64 

Normally this too would have 
been beyond the Sri Lankans 
They had mised a chance m the 
Delhi match against England by 
scoiingtoofew To go back even 
further they had missed 
upsetting favourites Pakistan in 
the opening match of the Reliance 
Cup when needmg 88 runs in 15 
overs with six wickets in hand at 
one stage Not psyched to win^ 
Possibly 

Only that it was different this 
time Sixforone, 43fortwo, 45 
for three Buc then the graph 
moved upwards 

The agent of change was 


The unthinkable 
had happened. I 
wouMhave 
wiUbiglygivMt 
awaymymvss 
accreditation to 
have stood in 
Ranatunga's boots 
thateveidng. 
Probleniishe 
wears his at least 
two sites 
thanmbm 


Ai^uns Ranatunga’s Sri 

Lankans on their arrival in 
Bombay 

AsankhaGurusinghe Ambrose 
was despatched for four between 
mid-on and mid-wicket Bishop 
finished at the square leg 
boundary twice in short 
succession By the time 
Ourusinghe had fimshed he 
already had 66 And Sri Lanka 
146 for five 

After that evm their bhnd shot 
in the dark would have hit 
bulls-eye Ranatungamade34. 
Samarasekhara 12 not out and 
Tilakaratne 10 not out. The 
unthinkable had happened. 

I would have willtogly given 
away my press accreditation to 
have stood in Ranatunga’s boots 
that evening Problem is he wears 
his at least two sises bigger than 
mine. 

.MudwMhenrs | 


It 








Golden moments. McDowell moments 





Make mine 



sodo wifti tp»<w 





Watch the Awel 



710 K PIP • S3 cms Full SqiKirs Pictur* Tube«Pichir« m Picture • Dynamic On'Sereen Disploy • Action Fremng Focilily • 32 Function Remote Control • Digital 
Technology 

70P t • St cms Blockstripe Picture Tube • Auto Contrast & Brightness Dmfrol (^igM or dark, the picture sloys sharp) • 13 chonnels with HI Tec features 
0*01 • SI cms Lorge Screen Colour TV e Crystal Cleor Picture & Sound e 8 channels with buih in SMPS & many more facilities 

COht i K; P • SI cms Blockstripe Picture Tube e Hi Tec Diractionai Sound System e Remote CcMitr(M CTY with a host of feohires a Off Timer e On-Screen Dtsploy ft 
Mute 

7<i<i ’ fi e SI cms BladeMnpe Picture Tube • Hi Tec STEREO styling e Features like-High Sound, On-Screen Disploy, On/Off Timer ft Clock, oil in one CTV e 
Multi System Focility 

')i^ a e S3 cms Comer to Com^ Excitement e Full Square Picture Tube e Increased Contrast rotio with Superb Imoge Depth in picture • Off Timer e On-Screen Display 
ft Remote Control Focihties _ 

POUSH VC 114 89 






ELKBRATODTV 
pei sonality and 
self-confossed 
coward Chris Searle is 
fakinf^it when 
pretending^ to thump 
Fi ank Bruno on the face 
but the look ol fear on 
ttie fightei s face is for 
leal’ It skindafunny 
because we didn’t see 
that kind of look on his 
lace when he took on 
Iron’ Mike 

Bruno here is in 
actuality preparing for 
his role as a TV 
presenter next week on 
the BBC show. People 
And the man who is 


among the fortunate few 
to have lasted five 
rounds with Tyson is a 
very worried man 
indeed Though Bruno 
will have experienced 
TV stars like Chris on 
his Ride, he however, 
confided “I’m scared 
You have to say more 
than just ‘You know wot 
I mean Arry’ ” 

Yeah Frank, we know 
just what you mean It’s 
been kind of a difficult 
transition from the nng 
to talking on the idiot 
box, considering your 
fists were doing all the 
talking then Rights 



















EEN here is Mike 
Tyson with a lot of 
moolah Well 
maybe he won’t be 
earning as much when 
he fights ‘Razor’ 
Ruddock on November 
14, but he is sure taking 
his job very seriously 
Tyson, who has moved 
his training camp from 
Las VegEis to Albany, 
went eight five-minute 
rounds with 30-second 
rests with three 
different sparring 
partners Mike who has 
set up his camp in 
Albany has to hold three 
boring clinics for 
underprivileged youths 


7 
















Stnped umbrella^ 

Zebra in mufti’ 

Or a non-racial boxing glove? 
Not quite. Only a diving 
board’s eye view of a 
swimmer about to take off. 

Swimwear has also had its 
share of controversy. Some 
years ago when the stem 
official eye at an 
international competition 
insisted that competitiors 


participate in single-piece 
swimming gear, one bright 
mind went and appeared in a 
bikini. Joined at the back by a 
slender cord. She was 
disqualified But she carried 
the debate to a technical 
ground, claiming that with 
uie narrow fabric connecting 
the blouse and the 
underwear, the swimwear 
was essentially still of a 


single piece! 

During the Montreal 
Olympics, Kornelia Ender 
inspired a GDR monopoly in 
swimming By wearing Lycra 
swimwear Which stuck to 
the skin and reduced water 
resistance to the minimum 
Other East German swimmer 
practising for the Olympics 
went one further. They swam 
in the nude! 





“DON’T MISS IT FOR THE WO 


1 )()ii t miss it ffji the 
W(»tlfJ IS rite tiv 
slM(Jriii ol flicMKP serifs 
fill tin Nftn u CV-iilfiirii V 
Ciiji lumually tlif 

ilJll’JUIlf' (iXtUK 

K'iif>l<iiifl vsSn I«itikri rit 
Uif Kotiri starlium was 
missed Ijv ttic limited 
woi Id who (ould have 
viewed If either at the- 
l^iciiitid oi oil the idiot 
IK)X 

Sparse attendaiK i' was 
aiitii ipated Ttie 
Mahabtiaiat serial the 
lac k of t hai <sina in any 
Kiifflish orSii lainkan 


had been no matcli at 
Sharjah. tfien more 
people would have come 
to the Kotla stadium " 
Foi DDCA It was the 
woist of times A 
runioui pi evaded in the 
capital, that 
Door dai shan would 
telecast the Shaijah tie, 
live on Channel II This 
did not happen 
Howevei it kept the 
ciowds away, as 
evei ybody antic ipated 
that they would .see the 
full match at Shar |ah 
KK Mehra and Sunil 


Dev were 
understandably 
dejected They paid Rs 
2 70 lakhs as guarantee 
money, for this match 
For the crowd-pulling 
India vs West Indies tie 
on Oct 23, DDCA 
shelled out Rs 7 20 
lakhs For staging the 
India vs Australia tie in 
the 1987 Reliance Cup, 
DDCA paid only Rs 5 
lakhs DDCA officials 
are upset at the 
guarantee* money hike 
D1X;:A along with 
othei cricket 


Delhi Missed It 
For Mahabharat 


K.K. Mc^ra» the 
DDCA 

President said, 
“The 

postponement 
of the Shariah 
tie severely 
affected gate 
receipts. 
Cricket lovers 
stayed at home, 
watching 
Mahabharat 
and the India 
Vs. Pakistan on 
TV. If there had 
been no match 
at Sharjah, 
more people 
would have 
come to the 
Kotla StMiiiim’* 


pUyci and the 
India-Fakistan fixtuieat 
Sharjah, were factors 
whicii C’ciused meagip 
attendance The DDCA 
secietcuy, Sunil Dev 
antic'ipated this loss of 
revenue 

However, the ultimate 
death blow foi the DIXIA 
was the le-schedulingof 
the Shdi jah 
tournament The 
prestigious India-Pak tie 
was now scheduled on 
Oct 15, the day of the 
Nehru Cup opener Prior 
to the death of the UAE 
deputy prime minister, 
this match was 
scheduled for Friday, 
Oct 13 K K Mehra, the 
DDCA President said, 
“The postponement of 
the Sharjah tie severely 
affected gate receipts 
Cricket lovers stayed at 
home watching India vs 
Pakistan on T V If there 











asscx'iation'* intend to 
protest to the BCCl at the 
exoibitant guarantee 
money 1 ates Then plea 
IS that the sponsors, 
MRF Ltd have paid a 
whopping Ks 3 5 crores 
as sponsorship fee They 
feel the BCt’I is being 
mei cenai y 

The match itself was a 
damp squib England 
were never ser lously 
tested as they coasted to 
a five-wicket victoi y 
over Si 1 Lanka One-day 
ci icket of the limited 
overs variety is 
inteicsting if it IS 
highscoi ing oi there is 
anail-biting finish The 
England-Si i Lanka tie 


lacked both these 
factors After being put 
into bat Si’i Lanka never 
rc'coveied from the i un 
out of Roshan 
Mahanama and 
stumbled to 193 all out 
England in reply 
leached l‘rbfoi r> with 
eight balls to spate No 
nail biting finish 
England could have 
won ear her if they had 
pav cd their innings But 
their intention w<is 
batting pr.ictise 
Manager Mickey 
Stewart said, Wc-just 
thought about w’lnning 
not the run-rate 
Mavhe, this could prove* 
fatal 111 the* fiii.il 


reckoning If points are 
equal run rate will 
cxmiit lor semi final 
quahfu'ation 

For theccmnoisseur of 
c'lic'kct there were thn*e 
excvllent kncx'ks and 
hall .i-dozen exc'ellerit 
cvitches Sri Lanka s 
Aiabnida IX* Silva 
ieminisc*eiit of the little 
master Gundappa 
Vishwanath with his 
wi isty scjuaie c uts and 
delec'table flicks to mid 
wicket SCO! ed a 
commendable 80 of 89 
balls me liisive of ten 
fouis 

England at one st.ig(*, 
slutteied at .tt lor a 
Then Robin Smith Man 




SRI LANKA VS 
ENGLAND 


SRILANKA 

RatlMn Mahanama run out 1 

Brandon KuruppucRussnllb Fraser 5 

Aunka Gurusinghe c Lamb b Capel 19 

Aravinda 0’ Silva ibw Hemmmgs 80 

Aqupa Ranatunga b Goor h 7 

A SamaraMkara c Stewart b Gooch 24 

Raw Ratnayakec Gooch bDe Freitas 6’ 

Graeme Labrooy Ibw DeFreitas 0 

Aioka D* Silva b DeFreitas 2 

Don Anuraeiri not out 5 

K Wiiagunawardhene b Fraser 3 

Extras (b-6. tb-?2, nb-3, w 10) 41 

Total (off 48 3 overs) 193 


Fall of wickets bl, 2/17, 3/42, 4/82 5/154, 
6/174 7/180 ai80, 9/186 
Bowling Fraser 8 3 1 25-2 De Freitas 10 2-38 
2, Hemirings 10 1-34 1, Gooch 10-2- 
26-2, Small 6 0 26 0 Capel 4 0-16 1 


ENGLAND 

G Gooch c Aravinifa O'Silva b Labrooy 5 

W Larkin* c Aravinda D'Silvab Ranatunga 19 
R. Smith not out 81 

A Lamb c, Aravinda D'Silva b Wijegunewardhene 

52 

A Stewart cKuruppub Ranatunga 4 

D Capel Ibw'>Vi|egunewardhene 4 

J Ruuetnotout 10 

Extras (b-1, lb-8, nb-2,w-10) 21 

Total (for five oft 48 4 overs) 196 


Fait of wickets 1/18 2/34, 3,137, 4 157, 5/ 
170 

Bowitrv Ratnayake 7-1-10-0, Labrooy 7-1-34-1, 
Ranatunga 10-0-39 2, Asoka D'Silva 
10-0-29-0 D Anurasiri 3-0-22-0, Ara¬ 
vinda 0’ Silva 3-0-16-0, Wiiegunewar- 
ethane 8 4-1-37-2 

^ _ a_- ■«- -«-* 


ot the* Match 81 not out 
oft 119 balls and Allan 
Lamb 52 off 66 balls 
inclusive of thicx* 
towering sixes, pul on 
103 runs in 23 1 over s to 
steer then side to 
victor y 

This 3rd wicket 
par tnership was a 
piquantly iionie 
situation Anand 
'^hat m.i and his Woi Id 
Vouth Action group’s 
intended protests 
against Gexx li and 
apai theid never eamo 
off but ironically two 
South At I lean bot n 
batsmen tcxik England 
to victory 

Robin Smith playc'd 
vci y stiaight, but felt 
the heat "Mvthiewtwas 
dry a id [laic hed and 
concent 1 ation clilticult ’ 
Allan Limb in spite of a 
SOI e shoiildei sc't the 
stands alight with three 
tcrweiing sixes The rest 
of the England batting 
was bi iltle on a pilch of 
unc'C'itain bounce 

England s fielding 
was the lx*st feature in 
tlieii win IX'butant Alec 
Stewai t made a smai t 
I iin out and tcxik a 
tiirnhliiig diving calc’h at 
mid wic kc't Gexxh also 
bt'lu'd his age to dive to 
his lelt to catch Ravi 
Kafiiaveke ArahindalTe 
Silva 111 spite of a paunch 
trxik three agile catches 
at rnidwicket 

After the IJellii match. 

Cl K ket expel ts felt that 
Sr 1 l,aiika and England 
would be the two nations 
to miss out the semi 
finals 

However, c i icket is a 
game of gloi lous 
uncertainties A couple 
of more victories for 
England and even the 
tiglit-lippc*dGcxx;h may 
bec'ome more 
rominunicative 

Novy Kapadia 

2S 




"WE ARE NOT A 
DRINKING TEAM" 


This does not mean that the Australian cricket team's sponsors, 
Castiemaine, never get their product past the lips of Simpson's boys. It's 
simply Just that none of the team Is likely to make an attempt on the lager 
drinking record. In fact Nterv Hughes, who was described over 
enthusiastically by the English tabloid press as a cross between Ned Kelly 
and Crocodile Dundee, does not drink at all. 

Here the Aussie manager Introduces his team, now playing the Nehru Cup. 



ALLAN BORDER 


Age 33. Queensland. 


Always seen as the typical Aussie 
battler, but that doesn't do )ustice 
to his talent He’s one of the 
greatest players we’ve had and. 
when you consider the pressure 
he’s played under in the last de¬ 
cade. his record is phenomenal 


TREVOR HOHNS 


Aga 35. Queensland. 


He’s called "the Rev" because he’s 
so prim and proper about everything 
he does and that includes his bowl¬ 
ing He’s not a big spinner of the 
ball bu* he’s very accurate Despite 
his age he’s only learnt to bowl 
properly m the last three years 
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TERRY ALDERMAN 


Age 32. Western Australia. 


The best medium pacer m the 
world for some years He has lost a 
bit of zip since the shoulder injury 
but has made up with guile He 
loves bowling and knows what's re 
quired A nice man, who enjoys the 
role of senior professional 
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TOM MOODY 


1 Age 23. Wattim Amtralla. 

Potentially the most exciting bats¬ 
man we've had for years 6 ft 6 in 
tall, but he's a good athlete and has 
tremendous rhythm, plus a throw 
like a howitzer When he comes to 
terms with conditions, the public 
are in for a treat 


MARK TAYLOR 


Age 24. New South Wales. 


He’s undoubtedly the finest slip 
fielder since Greg Chappell 
and potentially has an enormous 
future as a batsman As a left 
hander, he will give us variety up 
the order He was run out twice on 
his Test debut, both his fault 
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DAVID BOON 


Age 28. Tasmania. _ 

A leg on legs He looks fat and slow 
but he’s the quickest in the side 
over 30 yards The English public 
reckoned he couldn’t bat, they were 
in for a big surprise He's improved 
a lot and is a very phlegmatic char¬ 
acter 


GEOFF LAWSON 


Age 31. New South Wales. 


A much better bowler now than he 
was on the la«t tour here He is 
more accurate, varies it well and 
bowls within himself A country boy 
at heart, an optometrist by profes 
s.on, he has strong views on the 
game, and a good cricketing brain 


GEOFF MARSH 


Age 30. Western Austreiia 


"Swampy" typifies Australian coun 
try cricket—great guts, great 
strength, and great character 
When he came into the side he was 
really ham-fisted Now he's one of 
the world's best gully fielders His 
batting has developed the same 
way 
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Age 28. Victoria. 


Arrogant on the field, irrepressible 
oft It, he ran destroy attacks and 
win games on Ins own hj tias that 
sort of talent, and character with it 
His 210 in the tied lest in Madras 
was made in the most trying londi- 
tions I've seen 


Age 27. South Austraiia. 


Probably the biggest off-spinner of 
a ball in Test cricket He has every 
thing It takes to be a top bowler, but 
IS not getting wickets He wants to 
get people out too quickly Sharp 
witted, so he's chairman of the 
fines committee 


Age 24. New South Waies. 


Has the potential to be the best 
all rounder m the world He walks 
like Charlie Chaplin, but is a 
tremendous natural athlete His 
bowling IS underrated, but that's 
what kept him m the side 
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WHEN DO YOU WISH YOUR COURIER WAS DHL? 


WHEN 

YOU’VE BEEN CALLED UP 
BY THE DIRECTORS 

BECAUSE 

YOUR TEXTILE BUYER 
LOST HALF A MILLION DOLLARS 

BECAUSE 

HE DIDN’T GET THE 
GARMENT CONTRACT 

BECAUSE 

THE SAMPLES HE NEEDED 
DIDN’T ARRIVE ON TIME 

BECAUSE 

YOUR COURIER WASN’T 
DHL. 


I-THAT*S WHEN - 

BECAUSE DHL HAS MORE OFFICES WORLDWIDE THAN ANY OTHER COURIER, 
YOU’RE IN SAFE HANDS ALL THE WAY 



womovimte exmess 


DHI rH( COUIUCK CXVISION Of AIRFMIOHT LIMinO 


To contaa u>, pleatr reier to your TelephoneTfetlow Pagn Oireccory 



CAN ENGLAND 
THE ASHES? 


F ive years ago, when 
England were first 
whitewashed by West 
Indies and were then 
on the rough end of the 
draw against Sri 
Lanka, a leader-writer on The 
Ouarduui talked, about English 
cricket reaching its‘nadir’ Well, 
as A1 Jolson almost said, you ain’t 
seen nadir yet 

I think the low point was finally 
reached the day before the recent 
Oval Test Was there ever a more 
pathetic sight than the manager 
of England scrambling around 
like the Paul Eddington character 
in Outatde Edge trying 
desperately to find someone 
willing and eligible (able hardly 
mattered) to turn out against 
Australia*? It was a scene that will 
have touched a chord with any 
club secretary whose best player 
has even announced on the eve of a 
big game that he had promised to 
take the kids to Margate At this 
level, it was wretched beyond 
belief 

I hope that was the low point I 
cannot imagine anything worse 
August 1 was a gruesome day too 
when the Ashes were formally lost 
and with them half the team 
There have been many other 
moments that were almost as 
frightful It has been a wonderful 
summer to be alive and living in 
England and just dozing in the 
sun with the sounds of cricket in 
the background But, by golly, it 
has been bloody awful waking up 
The loss of the Ashes is only a 
A'action of the problem, and one 
could envisage a way in which 
even that might be turned to 
advantage MCC is starting to get 
a grip of this marketmg thing, 

Gower goes...froiii the captaincy 
and the England aquad 

mt 


but it is still missing an important moment, even theoretical 

trick *jy not trusting the colonials optimism about English cricket is 
to take physical possession of the difficult But it is necessary not to 
urn Imagine the sheer go to extremes On one side, there 

theatricality of the moment when are the hysterics On the other, 
it was removed from its case in the there is Ted Dexter—who, after ■« 

museum and handed to the England’s most humiliating 

victorious Australian manager' Ashes senes in 41 years, or 

Imagine the excitement—and the more—said he was unaware that 

ticket sales— when it came back' he had made any errors If he was 
If It comes back At this nght up to that point, he made an 



PHOTOGRAPHS BY PATRICK EAQAR 


In'S 



RISE FROM 

__ behind and get back 

Can England Welling^ pt«ure 


error just then, that was a remai k 
of extraordinary crassness and 
arrogance 

On the whole, Dexter has my 
sympathy He saw the bitterness 
and disaffection building up about 
the English professionals but was 
too late to stop it finding its outlet 
in the South African tour The 
structural problems are not his 
fault, and I am not sure the 



conventional analysis of them is 
entirely helpful Cricket-writers 
regularly condemn the counties 
as ‘parochial’ for not immediately 
switching over to the form of the 
game—I think at present it is 
four-day matches on consistently 
belting pitches- that is currently 
thought ideal foi the production 
of Test players 

A full four-day championship 


I f it comes back. At this 
moment, even 
theoretical optimism 
about English cricket is 
difficult.lt is necessary 
not to go to extremes. 

On one side, there are 
the hysterics. On the 
other, there is Ted 
Dexter--who, after 
England's most 
humiliating Ashes 
series in 41 years, or 
more—said he was 
unaware that he had 
made any errors 


may now be inevitable But the 
counties are i ight to fight their 
c-ornei This is England, not 
Australia There is no clearly 
defined system under which an 
umpteenth-grade weekend player 
can serenely glide his way 
upwards nto the national team 
The only effective form of 
talent-spotting comes through the 
first-class counties hunting for 
players to fill their own team A 
strong County Championship will 
in the end produce a stiong 
national team If the counties have 
n wnat they do 


successfully—one-day and festival 
matches—to concentrate on 
playing quasi-practice cricket, the 
game will start to wither If you 
drive spectators out of the county 
grounds, you drive their sons out 
with them. 

Pitches constitute another 
subject where the criticism has 
been misplaced The long-term 
problem is not that surfaces 
unduly help the bowler, but that 
so many of them are too dead to 
help anyone at all Harry Brind 
does need to eii..ourage his 
colleagues to follow the example 
of The Oval But the 25-point 
penalty has been a preposterous 
way to do so The punishment 
imposed on Essex cost them the 
County Championship, even if 
they finish more than 25 points 
liehind. I am suio the loss of 
confideni'e and momentum caused 
by the Southend incident was 
decisive 

Yet which county has woi kod 
harder this summer to produce 
good pitches'^ Essex or 
Worcestershire'^ It is a i idiculous 
injustice (I had a nu e punt on 
Woi cestei shire back in Api il, 
since you ask, sothegiaiiesare 
not at all .sour, thank you vei y 
much ) If the system continues, 
the effect will be simply to make 
gr' undsmen too petrified to take 
I ihks and try to inciease the pace 
of their squares And county 
cricket will be further devalued 

In the long run a healthy, 
successful and popular county 
game will do more to produce a 
healthy, successful and popular 
Test team than anything else II 
would be goexi to see spectator s 
somehow weaned away from their 
affection for the wretched Sunday 
League Morec-ountiejs should be 
encouraged to follow laincashiie 
who kept Athei ton out of then 
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Sunday team, which was decent of 
them, and still won the 
competition Special talent needs 
special nurturing 
It would also be interesting to 
see some experimentation done on 
the subject of heavy bats Heaven 
knows if you could impose a 
weight limit “the thought of 
batsmen weighing in and out like 
jockeys is pretty frightful But 
perhaps players could be 
persuaded to abjure their 
bludgfeons for a non-competitive 
game or two What about MCC vs 
The Champions'^ 

There 18 no easy panacea But it 
18 clear that there can be no future 
for a game in which the 
administrators and 
players— management and 
union—are so hopelessly at odds 
The problem is not that 16 players 
are going to South Africa It is 
that ISO more would cheerfully 
have joined them 
County cricketers are not bad 
men, the very opposite But I 
happen to believe that by going on 
this tour, the 16 are doing 
something quite iniqu. „ous 
No-one is ever paid a million rand 
(which appears to be Gatting’s fee) 
simply to go on a cricket tour He 
and the others are being paid to 
perform a political act to break 
the boycott on behalf of the South 
African government Every 
tyranny in history has always 
found decent men who were 
willing to act as collaborators and 
find ways of justifying their 
actions to themselves and to then 
consciences I am sorry the South 
Africans have found so many nice 
people desperate for ready cash 
Let us go through this aspect of 
it again, very briefly We are 
businessmen (They aie not they 
arc professional sportsmen, 
which IS not the same thing, they 
are in a job that cai ries 
obligations as well as rights, as 
professional journalism does ) We 
are going to break down apartheid 
(Why IS it that the people in South 
Africa who riSK their lives truly 
trying to break down apai theid all 
disagree'^) It is just a cricket tour 
(Doesn’t the money on offer make 
them a teeny bit suspicious that it 
IS more than that*') 

No-one knows where South 
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Davon Malcolm: Aro Umm now 
'finds’ roaUy talent or luat mediocre 
utility players. Even Dexter didn’t 
gm his name right 


T here is no easy 
panacea. But it is 
clear that there can be 
no future for a game in 
which the 
administrators and 
players—management 
ana union—are so 
hopelessly at odds. The 
problem is not that 16 

g layers ore going to 
outh Africa. It is that 
1^ more would 
cheerfully hove joined 
them 


Africa’s tumultuous political 
situation will be,come Jauiuary 
The cricket tour is only a tmy 
element of that But its effects will 
rumble through our own poor, 
sad game for years As Test 
players, the men are all 
replaceable soon enough As 
anyone who has ever resigned a 
job in a huff will know, 
institutions have a remarkable 
way of recovering from the 
defection of individuals 
I feel sorry for the rebel players 
True happiness, as John Kennedy 
said, lies m the pursuit of 
excellence By rejecting 
international cricket, they have 
set a limit to what they can 
achieve in their chosen field of 
excellence They may be happy 
again but not, I would venture, 
playing cricket I would be 
surprised if many of them are still 
in the game five years hence 
Even in their own terms, several 
of them have surely miscalculated 
financially Test match 
appearances bring all kinds of 
invisible earnings- -little 
advertising and sponsorship 
spin-offs that vanish when the 
player’s profile dips On both 
these subjects. Bob Woolmer —a 
double rebel with both Packer and 
the South Africans and a man now 
with some regrets—would give 
interesting advice He said the 
other week that he felt that he had 
lost out financially and added ‘My 
real regret is that I don’t know 
how I would have fared had I 
backed myself for England ’ 

But county cricket has to stop 
depending on the lottery of loyalty 
and spin-offs and benefits and 
start paying players what they 
deserve It is outrageous that, in 
the inflationary Year of our 
Margaret 1989, the Cricketers’ 
Association is having to argue 
whether players deserve a 
minimum of five figures a year or 
not The counties can and must do 
better thEui that I am just a mite 
surprised that among the people 
elected to fight for the players’ 
financial welfare there have been 
those apparently more concerned 
with sorting out the welfare of a 
small minority If that was 
happening in my union, I would 
be starting to ask questions 
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/ have always ntedMohtiider 
Amama^ second only to Sunil 
Gavaskar. The Indians seem to 
keep forgetting how good a 
player he is. I have a hearty 
laugh whenever I see them 
rruiking the mistake of dropping 
Mohinder 
—Imran Khan 


We have to learn how to win 
without Vivian Richards in the 
team He can V go on forever. 
The new boys will have to come 
good soon 

—West Indian manager 
Major General McLean 
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(In a one day match) I would 
have bowled all (my) 10 
stipulated overs maidens Make 
no mistake its not tall talking 
—Fazal Mahmood, formei 
Pakistan t aptain and bowler of 
the 1940-50 s 


A spacious garden (hack home in 
Durban) helped in setting up nets 
and we were quite fortunate that 
Barry Richards lived only 
200-300yards from our place. 

He would come over and we 
received education from a master 
—England batsman Robin .Smith 


Yes, thete is a lot ojpressure on 
us (being world champions), / 
honestly want to plav the final tn 
Calcutta I have fond memoties 
of that pla< e 
-•Allan [ioidei 




what really amazes me is when 
a man who has written against 
me one day expects me to be nice 
to him and give him a long 
frank interview just a few days 
later. You journalists have very 
thick skins / suppose 
—Graham Gooch 














How to go 
on a money 
saving drive 
with an RPM meter 




• Save fuel 


• Extend engine life 


• Reduce engine repairs 


Engine RPM is the unfailing key 
to fuel economy and reduced 
engine wear and tear 
Determining the optimum RPM, 
(usually in the mid-range), 
when the engine develops 
maximum TORQUE”, isn’t easy 

Too high an RPM and fuel 
economy reduces with 
increased wear and tear on 
the engine Too low, and you’re 
losing out on fuel economy 
again, while straining the engine 


So take the guess work out of 
gauging optimum RPM Install 
the new electronic RPM meter 
—• from PRICOL Designed for 3 
and 4 cylinder petrol engines, 
optimum RPM range for each 
vehicle is given with the meter 
Start saving money right away 
Go on a money saving drive, 
with a Pricol electronic RPM 
meter 
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BAFFLING BED! 



NCE upon a time then 
wae a epeoiee known aa 
the'Indlan ‘orioket 
writer’—hsr the middle 
IBSO’ethongb fbaj 
wen Ikst beoomlng an 
endaageied qpeoieB, as 
plasring orioketen secured 
mon newsprint and 
often excused their performances in 
something known as ‘syndicated 
columns’. The BCCI (fine fellows these) 
turned conservationists and insured a 
temporary preservation of the ‘orioket 
writer’ by ba nning present playen from 
writing (or trying to) ButtheEmpin, 
the syndication agencies, have struck 
back, allowing any former cricketer (10 
caps is the qualifying level) 40 inches of 
space to write anything, including 
nonsense. 

With the advent of the Nehru Cup, the 
situation is now alarming and if Tim Rice, 
lyricist and genuine cricket fan were 
here in India he may have paraphrased a 
song from from his hit musical ‘Evlts‘ 

(The money kept rolling in) to sound like 
this: 



And the oolunms have started rolling 
in from all directions 
With the syndicated agencies 
preeening at their neat collection 
Though Wadekar may go astray, of 
Oavaskar there is no objection 
But it's the Sardar from Delhi whose 
English needs much correction 


Now steady Khushwant, don’t get 
excited, the Sardar in question is not you 
but Bishen Singh Bed!—^the Bed! of the 
once bewitching spin and sometimes 
pretty pink patkas. 

Now Bedi is not a bad fellow mind you, 
but alas, fast acquiring the reputation of 
being a rather bad writer. 

Certainly people are interested in what 
I the aggressive and anti-establishment 
Bedi has to say—^they are however 
finding it increasingly difficult to find 
their way through his maze of 
metaphors, similies, proverbs etc which 
are rarely used appropriately and make 
little sense. 

Simply, he confuses. 



A SIMPLE, & SMART, SIMON 


Conftising Is not a word though one 
'would rmlly associate with fflmon 


Barnes of the Zfmes, London Unusual, 
would be a better description of this 
wonderfully gifted writer. 

Perhaps, a small anecdote would do for 
starters, f^uniliar with his writmg and 
curious about the man, at Wimbledon 
this year I discreetly enquired about him, 
but to no avail. Then one fine afternoon 
(if there is such a thing in England in 
June) I noticed this rather peculiar 
looking fellow next to me Clad 
indescribably, with a regal ponsrtail 
flowing out of a hat from the Lost 
Civilization, he sat crosslegged, 
delicately munching a sandwich, his 
notebook as littered with crumbs as mine 
was with notes. To be precise, this, was 
Simon Barnes. 

Need I add that his report on that 
particular match next morning was 
entertaining, flowing, amusing, incisive. 

Well, Simon is here in India, and for all 
those uninitiated readers, this is what 
his despatches read like; 

"AU thoae who love India love Indian 
traina-quite often enough, literally to 
diatraotlon. So it was both obarmingand 
appropriate that England began their 
preparations tor the Nehru Cup with a 00 
overs match against Indian Railways. 
Motto; Train to Win. 

I was sad to note that the porter whom I 
paid toshoveme bodily through the 
window of the somewhat crowded train 
on Agra station was not playing—he was 
a big strong boy, too —^nor the 
ahai-walleh who brought me tea on a 
surreal tram that lacked both engines 
and passengers. He assured me that both 
would come in the fullness of time, a 
splendid man to have on your side 

However tfboth these men had played I 
think England would have still carried 
the day... 

Then later he writes 
.. One oftheRallwaymen explained, 
"we have no Teat players. But we have 
some good average cricketers who work 
very hard”. They sound rather like 
England, actualh'. 


HQ’S WRITING MOSHSIN’S LINES?, 


Cricketer-turned -actor Mohsin Khan 
ought to get somebody to write his 
dialogues. Even when he is doing the 
commentary His latest gem from 
Sharjah went something like this “A 
result looks very much possible at this 
stage. The only thing is tht one can’t say 
which side is going to win. It could be 
Pakistan Or it could be India.** 
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LISTEN TO THIS PICTURE 
ON MELTRACK 



LTO 



The maestro j' Weaving a comptiser's signa¬ 
ture in the air Breathing life into mere notations 
on paper Coaxing wind, string and percussion 
into harmony Music j' The greatest tonic of our 
times J' 

And Meltrack J' The greatest tribute to the 
magic of music ^ A product of authentic Japanese 
technology Exacting quality control Rigorous 
testing j' To bring you your favourite music exactly 
as you know it ^ And love it ^ 

Meltrack ^ Bom out of a genuine unoerstand- 
ing of the power of music ^ Pure music j 


MGLTRACK 

Audio Cassettes 
Music. Pure and Clear. 
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SILLYPOINT BY TRISHANKU 


The‘new’IxHided labour 


M^EADERSof 

Sportaworld may 
not be familiar 
Jb Wwith the activities 
ofSivami Agnivesh No, 
this Swami is not 
connected with any 
sport A member of the 
Janata party Swami 
A^ivesh is more of a 
social reformer than a 
routine politician His 
campaigns are directed 
to hrm bonded labourers 
wherever this obnoxious 
practice is still in 
existence 
A couple of weeks 
back, as the Swami was 
finishing his early 
morning meditation, his 
disciple rushed into the 
room “Swamiji,”he 
cried, ‘ we must set off at 
once to Delhi This 
inhuman practice of 
bonded labour is found 
even m the capital " 

Swami Agnivesh 
opened his eyes and 
looked at this disciple 
“Who brings such 
infamous tidings'^” he asked 



by one of their fi lends, 
that if we desire, they 
will arrange to take us 
to them The bonded 
labourers, at least one of 
them, has something 
called a Mercedes ” 

The Swami's eyobi ows 
went up "You are 
talking in riddles,” he 
said 

“Swamyi, these 
bonded labourers, 
identified by the 
Supreme Couit, are a bit 
different," informed the 
disciple ‘According to 
my information, they 
move in and out of what 
are known as five-star 
hotels One of the six 
bonded labourers, it is 
understood, even owns a 
four-star palace at 
Chandigarh ” 

"Are you talking 
about the right people*?” 
asked Swami Agnivesh 
“Who keeps them in 
bondage and how*?” 

"It's quite horrible, 
Swamyi," whispxired the disciple ‘‘These poor 


“The Supreme Court itself has pronounced on this 
point,” said the disciple “We must rush at once and 
save these people ” 

“Thank God we have a Supreme Court overflowing 
with humanism," observed Swami Agnivesh as he 
got up and put aside the copy of the Bhagwat Gita 
“How many people are involved in this*?” he said 
“'The Supreme Court ruling was at the behest of 
six of the blonded labourers,” said the disciple “But 
there may be hundreds more in the country ' 
“Unfortunate,” said the Swamyi “We must start 
for the capital at once Where can we find these 
unfortunate six'? Are they labouring in some lime 
kiln’A dirty, dingy factory"? Or writhing under the 
cruel tyranny of a cruel zamindar who has bought 
them lock, stock and barrel*?” 

**I made some inquiries,” said the disciple **I was 
told we could find these six at some place called 
Mauraya Sheraton If they are not there, perhaps in 
another place, Taj Palace ” 

“Ha,” nodded Swami Agmvesh “Must be slaving 
in these places Like those miserable people who 
worked day and night and broke their backs, 
bmlding the original Taj Mahal Shall we go to them 
directly*?” 

"I don’t know, ’ said the disciple “I am told 


slaves, who stay in these 

five star dwellings, drive around in the Mercede,ws, 

I often fly to distant parts of the world and are made 
to face unknown terrors Most r)f them work in 
well-known firms, but still are itmtrafjtod to do this 
kind of extra work ” 

The Swamiji nodded 

“Such IS the ci uelty of thoir 'Ixmdei ” said the 
disciple, “that they are not allowcxi to wear their 
choice of logos And the most repressive part is that, 
they cannot even write Isn’t all this violating their 
fundamental rights'?” 

“Ha those poor people groaning under the yoke,’ 
said the Swamyi ' 1 hope they have some friends to 
take care of them till I reach there ” 

I 

The disciple looked at a sheet of paper he was 
holding “They do have some friends and a few 
ch&mchaa" he explained “Well-known Supreme 
Court lawyers who charge Rs 30,000 a day, 
newspaper editors and what not ” 

Swami Agnivesh put on his sandals “Stiange are 
the ways of God,” he said “None of my usual bonded 
labour had this kind of support,” he mused 
“Anyway, I must find out what's going on and 
I deliver this six from bonded labour ” 
-^^ 
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BUD COLLINS' TENNIS JOURNET 


“My Life With The Pros” by Bud 
Collins. Illustrated. 368 pp. New 
York: E.P. Dutton, $19.95. 


UD COLLINS’ love affair with tennis 
started in a small Ohio town at 13 when 
he listened to Lev Richards' beguiling 
radio broadcast of the 1942 US 
Championships “at a mysterious place 
called Forest Hills " He was hooked, even 
if tennis in the 1940s and '50s 
languished as a “secret sport” not really 
in vogue at any level 
As a gung-ho rookie sportswriter for 
the The Boston Herald in 1955, Collins 
soon learned why The (Bill) Tilden 
Turnoff afflicted his obtuse boss who 
disdained tennis as did sports editors 
across the country “ ‘What kind of a 
game can it be if the best playci of all 
time was a fag'^' waSa comment I heard 
many times across my first 15 years in 
Boston," recalls Collins 
Yet in epressible Bud persevered, even 
paying his own travel expenses to cover 
the tennis beat, and he discovered the 
Lost Civilization that wonderful and 
sometimes wacky pre-Open era (before 
1968; world of tennis bums and parties 
and games playing fun 
Insouciant characters like Whitney 
RtH*d and Patricia Stewart abound 
Winning wasn’t everything and at 
times wasn’t anything -to Whitney who 
refused to accept a victory in the Newport 
C&suio Invitational when teenaged Butch 
Buchholz doublefaultcd on match point 
“Como on, kid. ti y it again,” he tells 
Buchholz who does and loses again 
Similarly shapely Pat used to proclaim 
with a smile “I’m 38-26-36, numbers I 


As for John McEnroe, 
Collins sadly concludes: 
“Unfortunately, his 
temperament has 
overshadowed 
accomplishment in public 
mind. He is ever contrite, 
as his press conference 
confessionals attest, yet 
never seif corrective.’’ 


much piefei to being number one in 
tennis ” 

Although the casual tennis fan wiM 
probably find the occasional tennis 
politics somewhat c-orifusing and 
boi ing besides the Badgers and Hares, 
there aiG Vultuiesfagents-lawyers). 
Magpies (tout nament direc’tors), Owls 
(administi ators). Beavers (unionists) and 
Dingos (pre-1968 pros)- Collins’ 25-year 
worldwide odyssey is filled with lively 
and poignant anecdotes 

Newport revolutionary Jimmy Van 
Alen us«*d the 1960s pros as guinea pigs 
for his then-radical reforms, and 
tough-guy Paneho Gonzales confesses “I 
feel like I'm getting a heart attack 
playing the tiebieaker ” Barry MacKey’s 
blind date at a dinner party turns out to 






be Dr Renee Richards, the transsexual 
opthamalogist whom he’d beaten in 
men’s doubles as Richard Raskind 19 
years earlier World Team Tennis so 
crazed Ken Rosewall, a paragon of 
decorum, that “I’ve found myself 
clapping for the other team’s 
doublefaults." and he even came close to 
punching Buster Mottram. a heckling 
opponent seven inches taller 

Ciolhns, a man of strong opinions, has 
his favourites visionary USTA President 
Bob Kelleher who championed Open 
Tennis, Arthur Ashe, Billie Jean King, 
Rosewall and the Austi alians in general 
“They were the best of breed Not only 
because they were so good, but because 
they were so good-natured about it " 

As for John McEnroe, Collins sadly 
concludes “Unfortunately, his 
temperament has overshadowed 
accomplishment in the public mind He is 
ever contrite, as his press conference 
confessionals attest, yet never 
self-con ective " 

Collins condemns court miscreants 
McEnroe, Jimmy Connors and their 
early role model Ihe Nastase, 
irresponsible Ivan Lendl who exploits 
easy-money exhibitions and snubs 
bonafide tournaments, and greedy Bjorn 
Borg and Guillermo Vilas for taking 
tournament guarantees (illegal 
appearance money) besides prisw 
money just the dishonesty Open Tennis 
was supposed to end forever 

“When I get discouraged, though. I try 
to put tennis in the perspective of two 
decades- the phenomenal rise from Ixist 
Civilization's secret sport to eminence 
and acceptance as a profession with 
worldwide following and TV coverage,” 
he sums up 

Collins also makes the 
thought-provoking, if perhaps 
unrealistic, proposal to prohibit male 
pros (onlv) from using non-wooden 
rackets, as pro baseball has done with 
bats, to reduce the over-hitting and 
hyped-up topspin and regain the 
artistry Agrees Borg “The move from 
wood was a mistake that I see now The 
game is more powerful, but it isn’t as 
good to watch ’’ 

More than “a certifiable/committable 
tennis degenerate,” America's 
best-known tennis writer and television 
commentator has always been a believer 
in tennis as an exciting, beautiful and 
vigorous sport “My Life Wito The Pros,” 
Collins’ fourth and best tennis book, 
provides engrossing evidence of that 
belief 









T he way that superstar 
StefTi Graf has been 
demolishing opponents for the 
past two years, hapless victims 
must be wondering if she ever 
has a bad day Or whether even 
a bad day would possibly make 
her beatable 

But Steffi clearly remembers 
the worst day she ever 
experienced It happened in 
1981. when she was 12 years 
old, at a junior tournament in 
Munich 

“I will never forget the match 
we played that day,” Steffi told 
Sports Illustrated For Kids 
“SilkeMeirbeatme6-2,6-2 It 
was the only day in my whole 
career I played so badly that I 
could hardly make a shot I 
didn’t know what was going 
on It was the worst loss of my 
hfe” 

Normally composed Steffi 
grew so finistrated against her 
older (14) but lower-ranked 


opponent she was expected to 
beat that she banged her racket 
on the ground twice during the 
changeover and cried after the 
match 

The nightmarish 
performance taught her two 
valuable lessons “The first is 
that you should never 
underestimate anybody I 
thought I would beat Silke 
easily The second thing is that 
everyone has bad days When 
you have one, try to calm down 
a little oit Take your time and 
concentrate You just have to 
keep fighting and somehow try 
to stay in the match,” she said 

Eight years later in the US 
Open women’s final, the flints 
of that early lesson were 
abundantly evident Trailing 
tornd-playing Martma 
Navratilova 6-3,4-2 and in deep 
trouble, Steffi kept fighting 
and ultimately prevailed 3-6, 
7-5,6-1 


THE PRESi 


P RESIDENT Carlos Sdul 
Menem of Argentina IS a 
sports fanatic who hasn’t 
allowed his presidential duties 
to interfere with his life-long 
love 

The President, a fit 59, 
recently played 34 of the 40 
minutes and scored 13 points 
in a nationally televised charity 
basketball game alongside 
professionals The contest 
raised money for the Sociad 
Emergency Fund which helps 
feed hungry people m 
mflation-ravaged Argentina 
Menem has also played m a 
soccer match along^side 
superstar Diegro Maradona and 
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THE SHOWaRL 


did a few laps m an auto race 

Nowadays. Menem plays 
tennis frequently and dunnf? 
the presidential oampaigfn he 
often started a tennis match at 
1 or 2 o'clock at mght after 
flyings into his home provmce 

He challenged Hemdn Buchi, 
a presidential candidate m 
neighboring Chile and also a 
sports nut, to a tennis match 
Buchi. 40, responded that he 
would prefer to climb a 
mountain 

Menem’s next sports project‘d 
Rumor has it that he’ll take on 
national heroine Gabnela 
Sabatini and other tennis stars 


CARLOS MENEM 




CAPRlFl A sabatini 








Qabriela SabaHnl 
cMmt siM hits a day: 1*000 



W HAT Ivan Lendl believes 
has been the biggest 
change in men's pro tennis 
In the last decade: “There 
are no easy matches any 
more.” 


A mount of money the 
two-week U.S. Open 
pumped into the economy of 
New York City in 1988: $78.5 
million 


C OMBINED impact of the 
NBA Knicks* and the NHL 
Rangers’ 7-month seasons 
on the economy of New York 
City: $72.9 miiifon 


R eason eventuai 
champion Boris Becker 
gave for not betting on 
himseif with 11-8 odds 
before the 1989 Wimbledon 
started: “You won’t win very 
much.” 



T he “Greatest Player of 
All-Time” in a 1969 vote by 
an international panel of 
tennis writers: Bill Tilden 


N umber of Grand Siam 
singles titles Martina 
Navratilova had captured at 
age 20:0 


N umber that Steffi Graf 
has captured at age 20:7 


P LAYER who served first 
and took the backhand 
court when Margaret Smith 
Court paired witn John 
Newcombe to win the mixed 
doubles and complete a 
“triple” at the 1970 U.S. 
Open: Margaret Smith Court 


S EVENTEEN-year-old 
player that Ion Tiriac 
predicts will be ranked in the 
world’s top 10 within two 
years: Yugoslavia’s Goran 
Ivanisevic 


W HAT Martina Navratilova 
considers her 

best-looking trophies by far: 
the U.S. Open trophies 


B est player that ail-tIme 
great Fred Perry has seen 
since World War II: Rod 
Laver 


Total number of games 
I Shirley Fry and Doris Hart 
lost in all their matches 
when they won the 1953 
Wimbledon doubles title: 4 


R eason why Gabriels 
Sabatini in 1987 
complained she “did not like 
to take her clothes off” in the 
dressing room: “Because of 
the lesbians.” 


H OW No. 7 seeded Miioslav 
Mecir responded when he 
was asked where he was 
practising for the 1989 
Wimbledon Championships: 
“Do I need to practise?” 


CompMbir awl Fain 
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‘I never 
compromised 

with 

provincialism’ 


Says Polly Umngar, one of India’s best cricketers ever, 
conversing with Raju Mukherjee, and 
reminiscing his days of glory 









HEN we were young 
wo tried to walk like he 
did Imitated his 
mannerisms But no 
matter what, our voice 
could never, never be 
anywhere near the deep 
baritone of his This was 
the eternal regret Just 
the very name of 
Umngar made us 
conscious to thrust out 
our bttle chests and 
speak with a highly 
affected 

hoarse-sounding voice 
We knew his scores We 
knew he was born on 
28th March in Bombay 
m 1926 We picked up 
information from 
’^latives returiung from 
Bombay that his early 
days were spent not m 
I that city but in Solapur, 
where his father was 
employed by Laxmi 
Vishnu Mills We read of 
his cricket in Berry 


Sarbadhikari’s books, in 
Sport & Pastime We had 
our ears glued to the 
r<)dio sets when 
Talyarkhan and Vizzy, 
Merchant and Surita 
regaled the listeners 
with his exploits We 
were not interested in 
anything else of our 
hero For we knew a 
man who was so 
straight on the field 
could not be anything 
else off It That was real 
heroworship, free from 
external influence and 
without recourse to the 
frills of unnecessary 
publicity 

Later, many summers 
later, when 1 came face 
to face with the hero of 
my youth, the rosy 
picture m n:\y mind 
acquired a gilded frame 
Of only a handful ccui 
this be said to be true 
Most heroes disappoint 








Nfjt becaust' thoy want 
to. but that is> what they 
aie in leal hte, away 
from the mi'dia hvpc 
From the f'lldetl fi aiue 
the man extenrlecl a jMilni 
whjcli ixjsv^sfd ttie 
power not ol bi ute 
slreng-th but of 
reassuranct' Sixty-three 
years were not enough 
to develop a stoop in 
him nor even a h'w 
wnnklew His voice 
boomed and the leady 
smile never seemed to 
recode A gi'iiteel self of 
adiffeieiit era 

SW Pollybhai, who 
really influenced you 
towards the game? 

Polly Umrigar I spent 
my formative years in 
Solapur, where coming 
under the influenc e of 
the Nagarwala brothers, 
Jehangir and Tehmui, 
my interest in the game 
developed 

SW Was there any 
organised cricket in 
Solapur at the time^ 

PU Those wore not the 
days when youngsters 
got the opportunities of 
organised cricket nor 
were the youngsters 
pampered It was a hard 
schcxil ol cricket where 
only the very 
determined survived 

SW When did you 
first go to Bombay? 

PU Upto pre-Matinc at 
Solapur. then 1 set off 
for Bombay, passed my 
Mati 1 C from Bhanda 
New High Schcxil, 
Bombay and joined St 
Xavier’s College Herel 
was lucKy to come under 
the vigilant eye of 
Bahadur Kapadia, who 
was the coach at St 
Xavier’s 

SW When did you 
ftrst appear for Bombay^ 

PU It was in the year 
1944 Vyay Merchant 
was my fii st captain, the 
man whom I 
worshipped On the first 
morning of the match 


Jehangir Khote, the 
or iginal choice, could 
not play and so I was 
inducted in I was to 
share the new ball with 
Dattu I’hadkar 
SW You ojiened the 
bowling? 


PU (smiling) Those 
days I bowled medium 
paced out-swingers In 
fact I still remember I 
tcxik three wickets in the 
first innings 
SW Tell us of your 
initial days against 
international 


Vijay Merchant 
hacf an almost 
paternal 
influence on 
me. I still 
remember how 
he comforted 
me after I was 
not chosen in 
the Indian team 
against the 
West Indies in 
the first Test. 
Hesaid,"PoHyit 
is better to have 
setbacks early 
in erne’s 
career...” 


opposition*^ 

PU First taste of 
international flavour 
was against Goodard's 
West Indians for 
Combined U n * vei sities I 
got a century At the end 
of the match no less a 
person than George 
Headley came over, 
patted me on the back 
and said, “Son, that was 
a lovely knock 
Concentrate hard and 
you’ll go a long way ’’ 
Those words certainly 
inspired me to no end 


SW: How good was 



George Headley at the 
time’ 

PU He played just one 
Test here A bad back 
had taken its toll But 
one could make out from 
his batting at the ‘nets’ 
what a grand player he 
must have been in his 
prime For a man to be 
called ‘the Black 
Bradman’ and to have a 
Test average in the 60a 
there obviously cannot 
be any doubt that he is 
among the greatest the 
world has seen 

SW Who were the 
others who encouraged 
you in your early days? 

PU Initially it was the 
Nagarvala brothers and 
Bahadur Kapadia Later 
Vijay Merchant, Madhav 
Mantn and Vinoo 
Mankad kept their 
guiding hands 
constantly on my 
shoulder Vyay 
Merchant in particular 
had an almost paternal 
influence on me I still 
remember how he 
comforted me after I was 
not chosen in the Indian 
team against West 
Indies m the flrst Test 
Finding me 


disappointed, he put his 
comforting hand on my 
shoulder and said. 
“Polly, it is better to have 
setbacks early in one’s 
career For this will 
make you work still 
hai'der ’ These words 
were real wisdom The 
initial reverses made me 
all the more determined 
Later even against the 
greatest of odds my own 
confidence in mj'Self 
never deserted me For 
this I am eternally 
thankful to Vijaybhai 

SW. When did you 
first lead Bombay? 

PU I took over from 
Madhav Mantn in the 
early 50s Those days 
the Bombay sides were 
really strong, almost as 
strong as the national 
side 

SW. Please recount 
yow Test days? 

PU Made my debut 
against West Indies in 
1948-49 at Brabourne 
Stadium Those days 
Teats were far and few 
We had a fair team but 
unfortunately did not 
always pull together 
Petty factionalism was 
qiute frequent Constant 






changing and chopping 
also affectt‘d the team’s 
moi ale 

SW Plea&e reminisce 
about incidents and 
players 

PU Well on our own 
wickets we put iiji a very 
good stinw against 
dClinost all oppositions 
But abroad it wasn t 
always so Pei sonally 
altoi m> tailure in 
England in 1952 I was 
very very determined to 
succeed in West Indies 
in 1954 (Unirigai scoied 
560 at 62 22 with 2 
centur les) At t he end of 
the senes Everton 
Weekes congratulated 
me “Polly, we thought 
we would have you r 
measure by bowling 
quick at you but you 
proved us wrong ’ 
Actually I sti uck a bad 
patch in England and 
word got around that I 
was weak against last 
bowling 

Actually, that year in 
England I played pjoorly 
no doubt in the Tests 
But against the same 
bow’lers in the county 
matches I scored plenty 
of runs More than pace 
it was the moving ball 


I 

which won led me 
Actually those days my 
initial movement was on 
the front foot and so on 
the slower grassy i 

English wickets I had 
djlficulty as the ball 
tended to come up niiu h j 

more than what I was 
used to in India Apai t 
tiom Vijay Hazare and 
Vijay Manjrekar none 
was comfoi table I 

However, 1 learnt a lot j 

from my failuies I 

I 

SW Further, you got a ' 
magnificent century in 
West Indies in 1962 
against the likes of Hall 
and Stayers 

PU Thankfully, it’s 
good to find that some 
people still remember 
my innings against the 
top pacemen of the 50s 
and 60s After the 
Trinidad Test, Wes Hall 
said to me, “Maa.n. this 
is the second time I have 
been hit so hai d " In that 
match I scored 172 not 
out and took 5 wickets 
Some newspafiers 
headlined it as 
‘Umrigar’s Test ’ It 
remains among my 
greatest moments in 
cricket 


SW With you as the 
nucleus of so many 
controversies, you must 
have had problems'^ 

PU Can’t deny that 
But I wouldn t like to 
rake up issues and hui t 
people What is thi* use 
ol fanning the Oaines of 
past issues*'* 

SW But then at least 
give us some insight 
into the 

Hardikar-Sengupta 
issue that led to your 
resignation from the 
Indian captaincy 
PU If you insist. 



After the 
Trinidad Teat, 
Wes Hall said to 
me, ^*IVIaan, this 
is the second 
time I have 
been hit so 
hard. And some 
newspapers 
headline the 
match as 
^Umrigar’s 
Test." It 
remains among 
my greatest 
moments in 
cricket... 


alnght Well, some 
p€*oplc wanted to give me 
an off spinner, Jasu 
Patel (India had 
Mank.id, CJuptf* and 
Umiigai in the XI as 
spinners) whereas I 
wanted a batsman 'I’hey 
want«*d me to relent but 
to me my country’s 
cause came first so I 
pohtelv dec lined the 
captaincy Even now 
those senior officials 
come and tell me that I 
W.IS right I am happy 
that they have realtse-d 
their mistake I have no 
regrets 



SW But then they 
settled lor a batsman 
after you resigned 
Right’ 

PU Yes t hat w.IS so 
W’hat .mnoyr'd me was 
that national 
considei ations vi ei e 
b«‘ing submc'rged by a 
1)1 ovimsal outlook With 
that 1 couldn’t 
C'ompiomise 
SW What about the 
Calcutta V ictory in 1962 
against Dexter's side’ 
PU I wasn’t the 
captain (smiles) 

SW Even today people 
in Calcutta know who 
led India to victory on 
that fateful afternoon 
Shall I relate the 
incident to refresh your 
memory’ 

PU IXi 

SW After skipper 
Contractor left the 
ground owing to some 
injury, you os the 
senior-most member 
tookovei the captaincy 
On the last day you 
brought Desai on li oin 
the High Court end and 
kept Durrani at half way 
position at long leg 
' Barrington, who was 
I having a fantastic 
senes, hooked at a 
bumper and Durrani 
' held a fine catch And 
I the collapse began 
Right’ 

I PU Oh'yes. 

I absiilulcly 
I SW With every 
' change of yours, 
wickets fell The match 
' was won. the crowd 
went berserk The 
I Indian team rushed into 
I the pavilion and then 
I came out and waved to 
; the crowd But the 
I crowd was shouting for 
' none else but you When 
you came out, the Eden 
Gardens erupted You 
{ raised your hands and 
smiled modestly 

PU B<*lieveme Raju, 
that wa.s my fuiiclest 
moment in Test ei icki*t 




ALL IN THE GAME 


Playing In High Spirits 


After a peg or three 


C IVILIZATION tot- 
tfi s and thf* woi Id 
will novpi bt* thf 
same a^ain Last 
month, in thf British 
Is 1 f>s , a Cl 1 cket 
umpii e walkiHl off t hf 
pitch with to oveis to 
ffo Tins was in a df- 
Cfnl class fif club 
ciickft with Wimblf- 
don playing Stan- 
moi f 

John Ovcrv, the 
umpire and a membt'r 
ol the Assoc'iation of 
Cm ki't Umpires said 
Sfveial of the Wimb¬ 
ledon Puys hatl a 
oi IhM'f and turned 
the match into a farce 


appealing for every¬ 
thing They were 
noisy and raucous 
and things got worse 
as the game went on 
The final straw came 
when I was swoi n at 
and thats when 1 de¬ 
cided that ('nough 
Wris enough ’ 

Well, John old boy 
though our sym¬ 
pathies definitely he 
with you all we < an 
say IS that you ain't 
seen nothing yet, be 
cause, where wo come 
from quite a numtier 
of sportsmen have 
been charged with 
attempt to rnurdei' 




A matter of luck 


W HEN Pakistan s tiiggest-ever spurts 
spiectacle t he seven-nation South Asian 
F'oderation Games - begins, thousands 
will have already f ashid in on the race to hold 
it Millions of people tcxik part in the contest to 
raise the equivalent of $ five million which the 
(xiuritry estimated the Games would cost to 
stage 

Moio than 1,3,000 people have cashed m on 
this and won geneiYius cash sums, cars and 
other pr izes over the last five months of the 
sports association for the veterans rehabilita¬ 
tion raffle The rush to buy a ticket for the 
final draw which offers $ 1 .'35,000 as top prize 
IS tuining into a veritable stampede, as a 
spokeswoiudii of the advertising f.rm which 
concc’ived the idea summed up “We expected to 
sell «J00,000 raffle tickets of Rs 10 (50 cents) 
eveiy month but sold out the entire 1 million 
tickets on the opcming day 
A total of ao million is thought to have been 
(X)l looted More could have been gathered but 
the govei nment owned sec'unty printing press 
could not punt enough tickets Last month, 
the government entrusted the raffle money to 
the ministry of finance diverting 2 5 million 
to a fund for the rehabilitation of the families 
of trcxjpa w ho died fighting Indian soldiers for 
control pve* the Siacnen glacier 


I 











aThappyTIeadach^^B 


Indispensable substitute 

B RAZIL’S btj,nd-iii centir foiward Bi-bt’to 
gave his manager Sebastiao I»i<!aioiu a 
headache when he scoied six goals to be 
come top scorer in the Copa Amenca Hefote 
the start of the Cup Laz.iioni made it cleai 
that the front line would consist ot two play¬ 
ers namely Romano and Careca 
Bebeto or Jose Roberto Gama de Oluiera 
(that’s Ills full name) was regarded as nothing 
more than a possible replacement if anyone 
from the dazzling duo got injuied oi was not 
available Fate decreed otherwise 
Taking advantage of a chance given to him 
by Careca’s thigh injuiy, the ar>-veai-old 
Flamengo player performed so well that he 
lifted himst If into the ’ indispensable (atog- 
ory Hence I«izaionis quaint dilemma as he 
intended to plav with only two players up 
froiit Last we heard w.is that he was planning 
to change the formation ol the entite team 







\ 



' ''imS ^ 


International 
Recognition 


To a local victim 


O UR local referee 
Pradip has 

gone intemation 
al No' He isn’^ re¬ 
fereeing. in fact it 
seems for hum justice 
has finally prevailed 

The Pifa (the world 
governing football 
body for those of you 
who are slightly dim) 
has asked for a report 
on what actually hap¬ 
pened to him, and 


how he got bonked 
about by both the 
Mohun Bagan and 
Aryan players It 
seems that the inci¬ 
dent was heralded in 
quite a few interna¬ 
tional tabloids and 
newspapers and the 
Fifa has woken up 
and wanted eyewit¬ 
ness reports Way to 
go Pradipda' Seems it 
has all been worth it 
what‘s 






Nashwaiii had never lost a race 




OBODY 
oxpectwl, oi 
even 

iina^niud 
that 

IjOiif^hanip 
would fee<‘ the 
first ever 
defeat of 
Nashwan In fact, to put it 
bluntly, everybody thought that 
his last appearance before his 
participation in the Ciga Pi ix de 
I’Arc de Triomphe would be a 
successful one and set him up for 
France’s premier event So his 
defeat was one hellava sho< k 

After having been unbt'aten 
throughout his career with 
victories that included the 1989 
General Accident 2000 Guineas 
the Eveready Epsorn l>rby the 
Coral Eclipse Stakes and the King 
George Stakes. Nashwan was 
being touted as the horse of the 
decade He was talked of in the 
same breath as greats like 
Nij insky. Mill Reef. Brigadier 
Gei at d and Dancing Brave The 


Pi IX Nicl defeat however changed 
the entire picture But fiankly 
sfK'akmg the wi iting had been on 
the wall since the King George 
Stakes when Nashwan struggled 
to liold oft a colt named Cacoethes 
When the horses crossed the 
line after the 1 ‘ ^ mile trip of the 
Prix Niel, there was silence A 



AFTER having been 
unbeaten throughout 
his career, with 
victories that included 
the 1989 General 
Accident 2000 Guineas, 
the Eveready Epsom 
Derby the Coral Eclipse 
stakes and the King 
George Stakes, 
Nashwan was being 
touted as the horse of 
the decade 




Willie Carson on Nashwan and 
Greville Starkey on Cacoethes 
duel all the way to the line with 
Nashwan holding on by a neck 
to maintain his unbeaten record 
in four successive Group I races 
and making history in the 
process 

palpable silence in the Longchamp 
air It was hard to believe, but it 
h.ad happened The champion had 
been beaten 

In fact, he never really gave the 
impression that he could make it 
Only for a couple of strides at the 
top of the straight did one feel that 
Willie Carson was about to change 
his hands and let the machine roll 
But, with unexpected resistance, 
French Glorj along the rail soon 
had the upper hand over Nashwan 
with Golden Pheasant closing fast 
on the outside under Tony Cruz 
And the son of Caro besides 
registering his first Pattern-race 
success, will long be remembered 
as the one who beat Nashwan 
Except for his King George 
tussle, Nashwan had looked quite 











invincible But, in the parade 
prior to the race, Nashwan didn't 
totally inspire the paddock 
judges 

Although looking very well, 
viewers expected him to look 
stronger and carry more 
condition than he actually did 
For a horse returning to action 
after almost two months he 
seemed rather light and a touch 
too fit 

But when stepping onto the 
track to canter down to post, 
Nashwan really caught the eye 
And he certainly displayed the 
most unbelievably powerful 
stride 

Travelling on the outei in fifth 
position early on. Nashwan moved 
up at the 3-furlong marker, and 
was the first one to challenge 
French Glory who had just taken 
over from the fading Nad Elshiba 
The impression that Nashwan was 
about to set sail and go for home 
only lasted a couple of seconds as 
it became evident that the | 

pressure was too much for him 

Willie Carson didn’t have the 
answer to why the champ ran so 
badly 'I do not know why he ran 
this way today ' he explained ‘He 
worked well at home, shipped well 
and had no excuses in the race 
Only, usually when he comes to 
quicken, he grabs the ground and 
goes away on his own But he 
didn’t today He had no energy 
and ran like a tired horse Why*’ I 
don't have the answer ’ j 

If Nashwan could not win then j 
someone had to and that horse ' 

turned out to be Golden Pheasant | 

Tracking Nashwan all the way, 
his rider switched him to the 
outside at the 1 furlong marker 

and, answering the call gamely, 
he passed the one-paced Nashwan 
and French Glory to score by 1 ''a 
lengths 

A 14-1 chance, he was one of six 
in the event who had never gained 
a victory m a Pattern 
race—another strong indication 
that they were all facing an almost 
impossible task 

But ‘impossible’ is not a word 
that wmiung trainer Jonathan 
Pease has entertained since 
training in France 'Frankly, I 
was quite confident going into the 
race,’he explained ‘My horse had 



done a remarkable piece of wor k 
m blinkers, which is why he was 
equipped with them today And I 
believe that with them he would 
have won the Grand Pt ix de 
Saint-Cloud With a horse with the 
reputation of Nashwan, no one 
can be sure to win But when it 
happens it is wonderful and now 


we will lun him in the An 
One of the few horses to give (ild 
Vic a run in Britain before Ix'ing 
bought privately by Naivu k 
International on b<-hall of Bi nr e 
McNall Golden Pheasant tiid far 
more than give Nashwan a i uri 
He beat him 

Cyrus J. Madan 






FITNESS 



Strong Arm Tactics 


T his week let’s 
work on the 
arms Get them 
all muscled up 
and you can 
pass off even an 
' average body as a well- 
' built one After all, once 
I you’re kitted up in 
i trousers and shirt, it’s 
I just the arms that show 
! But that doesn’t mean 
I that your entire exercise 
! programme is focussed 
I on an arm-building 
; routine, do too much 
direct arm work and 
you’ll be overtraining 
your biceps and triceps 
j And once that happens, 
the muscles don’t grew 
in size Matter of fact, 
they might even re¬ 
gress' 

One of the most basic 
things to understand at 
the very outset is that 
free-hand work isn't 
going to give you rip¬ 
pling muscles in a big 
hurry Keep doing push¬ 
ups and pull-ups and 
you’ll eventually build 
powerpacks, but they’ll 
never have the sculpted 
definition of an iron- 
pumper On the other 
hand, dumbbell curls 
and barbell presses will 
fill out the muscles as 
well as go to work on 
them with the precision 
of a surgeon’s scalpel 
Impressed*’ Okay, 
then let’s get to work 
Get yourself a set of 
dumbbells (not too heavy 
please, let’s not be sho- 
woffs) and a barbell 
loaded with, say, 40 
pounds Try the weight 
for yourself, if it’s too 
heavy, try 30 for star¬ 



ters Too light for you*' 
Okay, slap on anothei 
set of five-pound plates 
and then get going But 
once again, don’t over¬ 
train Or else 
The first exercise we’H 
do IS with the dumbbells 
Hold one in either hand 
while standing upright, 
stomach in and chest 
out, and curl the 
weights up by bending 
your arms at the elbow 
Once the dumbbells have 
travelled through a just- 
over 90° arc, lower them 
back to the starting posi¬ 
tion while maintaining 
the tension Don’t just 
let them flop down while 
relaxing the muscles en¬ 
tirely Not only will you 
not be getting maximum 
benefit from the exer¬ 
cise, you might even in¬ 
jure yourself 

The next exercise is 
also with the dumbbells, 
but in a seated position 
Also, while the earlier 
one WEIS more-or-less a 
free-swing action, these 
are concentration curls 
Translated, that means 
you isolate the upper 
arm muscles by resting 
the forearm/elbow on 
your thigh suid put all 
the pressure on the 
biceps by making them 
do all the lifting 
Sit down, bendmg for¬ 
ward at the waist and 
holding a dumbbell in 
one hand while the other 
hEuid IS propped on the 
corresponding leg for 
support Resting the 
back of the elbow on the 
side of the thigh, extend 
the elbow fully by allow- 
mg the forces of gravity 


M 




to do Its work on the 
dumbbell Then, concen- 
tratmer on madung the 
bicep muscle do all the 
work, slowly curl the 
dumbbell up while keep¬ 
ing the wrist firm 
Bring the weight up as 
far as you can, crun¬ 
ching the bicep muscle 
as it bunches up with the 
curl, and gradually low¬ 
er It back to the starting 
position 

For the next exercise 
we'll move onto the bar¬ 
bell Standing with your 
••leet about shoulder- 
width apart, take a firm 
undergnp (palms up) on 
the bar while keeping 
your upper arms press¬ 



ed against the side ot 
your torso Once again, 
making the biceps do all 
the work, slowly curl 
the bar up in a semi¬ 
circular arc, stopping 
when you reach a point 
directly under your 
chin Then gradually 
lower back along the 
same arc to the starting 
point 

The last exercise we’ll 
discuss this week is the 
standing barbell reverse 
curls Basically very 
similar to the one we’ve 
just discussed, the dif¬ 
ference is just that ycu 
take an overhand grip 
on the bar that is, gnp 
the bar with palms fac¬ 



ing downward and per¬ 
form the same upright 
curl as done with the 
normal gnp 
All the exercises that 
we’ve outlined here are 
dedicated hardliners foi 
the bicep and other 
ancillary upper arm 
muscles While most of 
the upper body exercises 
give the arms a workout 
anyway, there are a few 
more that pump the 
arms while working on 
the specific bodypart 
Those we’ll deal with 
next week 

F or those of you who 
are hardcore 
freehanders, for 


whom pumping iron is 
talioo, there are some de¬ 
dicated exercises you 
can do for the upper 
ai ni Basically impossi¬ 
ble to isolate the arms in 
freehand exercise, since 
we normally use oui 
own bodyweight to pro¬ 
vide the resistance 
therefoie transmitting 
the effort through a 
wider spectrum of body- 
parts, we’ll have to use 
exercises like the push¬ 
up and the pull-up 
winch work the arms as 
well as the upper body 

Do your push ups 
with a variety of palm 



positions and you 11 be 
pumping muscles all 
over the upper arm 
Palm shoulder-width 
apart, pointing forward, 
will give general benefit 
to entire upper arm 
Palms shoulder-width 
apart, pointing out to 
the side, and you’ll have 
the triceps screaming 
for mercy Reverse the 
direction inwards and 
you’re again isolating 
the triceps somewhat 
To really poui on the 
pressure on the biceps, 
place the palms wider 
apart Not only will you 
be widening your chest, 
you’ll also be filling the 
biceps with blcxxl as they 



get into the thick of the 
action 

Pull-ups, on the other 
hand, work on the 
hands in a more subtle 
way Mainly wreaking 
havoc on the shoulders 
and upper torso, pull- 
ups involve the upper 
arms in the initial 
stages, then rest them as 
the shoulders and chest 
muscles take over for 
the final lift of the chin 
and then eventually util¬ 
ise the arms for the 
lowering of the body 
Place as much eifiphasis 
on the journey down as 
you do for the upward 
one, and you’ll be doing 
your arms a favour 




RALLY NEWS : f Ti ' 





R AM,Y1NG in India 
has c haiiKi'cl over 
the last few years 
With an me lease 
in tlu'mnnlx ‘1 of€‘ntrjes 
as well as ^ i <>win{^ 
sjHH tator interest it has 
r('siilt<‘(l in sponsors 
f orniiifr iot w<itd 


The for mat has also 
< hanged over the last 
tin tH' yeai s Kai lioi on 
tlie rallies wei e slow and 
totally navigational 
whieh involvf'd a lot ot 
c'orri plicated 
ealeulations Today all 
th.it h.is changed Most 
of the national events 
are i un on .i for m.it 
which IS like the 
Himalayan Hally, i e 
having 1 1 aiispoi t and 
competitive sections 
with declcUf*d time 




Hansh Samtani at the 
Flag-off He had to be 
satisfied with the 
second position 

controls The drivers are 
definitely happy about 
this but the navigators 
are a disgruntled lot 
George Anthony the 
winner of the Popular 
Rally said, “This is more 
interesting than the 
Time Speed Distance 
rallies of old We can 
drive as fast as we can 
and we also know where 
the time controls are 
which make it more 
fun ” While his 
navigator Jiju 
disagreed, “I prefer 
T S D rallies There is 

S A Sndhar and 
Victor DevraJ won the 
two wheeler section of 
the Popular Rally 












more work for the 
navigators and one 
small mistake makes all 
the difference between 
winning and losing ” 
Although opinions 
differ one thing is for 
certain and that is the 
T S D rallies are on the 


vehicles performed well 
in this section The rally 
carried on through 

The bikers were at the 
receiving end during 
the Popular Rally 
which turned out to 
be a very tough event 


RESULTS 


1 George Anthony-Oypsy 

2 Harlsn Samtant-Qypay 

3 R QopinatthGypsy 

MSIORCTCLES 

1 SA Sridtiar-TVS Suzuki 

2 0 Sekiivel>Yanwha RX 

3 Feiok Ahamed-Yezdi 



picturesques coflec an 
rubber estates and then 
onto the Trichui by-pass 
to Peechi The road 
conditions wt> wei e 
pathetic and boiildei s 
littered the road In this 
section the two wheelers 
were the major 
sufferc'rs 

The toughest sei’tion 
was the sti etch at 
Vettikuzhy which 
consisted of bi oken 
roads, deep pot holes, 
broken bridges and i iver 
crossings After this 
section there was a 
regrouping halt at 
Vazhachal After the 
regrouping the i allyists 
were sent off towards 
Coimbatore via Sholciyar 
and Pollachi through 
steep winUing roads 
through the hills In this 
section all the rallyists 
had to struggle to 
maintain the spet ified 

George Anthony and 
Jiju Elias with their 
trophies which they 
won during the 
Popular Rally 


way out 

This year’s Populai 
Rally sponsored by 
Popular Automobiles, 
Cochin and organisx^d by 
the Kerala Auto Sports 
Club had a i ecord 
number of entries —20 
cars and 63 motorcycles 
against 12 and 50 of last 
year The rally which 
was given national 
status last year covered 
a distance of 1200 kms 
over two days with a halt 
at Coimbatore 

The route from Cochin 
to Coimbatore was a very 
difficult stretch through 
muddy roads and 
stampeding cattle The 
rallyists had a hard time 
trying to control their 
skidding vehicles and at 
the same tune avoiding 
cattle on the road 
However, most of the 
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speeds George Anthony 
leading the rally had to 
loose a few seconds at 
various check points 
because they opened 
only after his ai 1 ival By 
the time the vehicles 
staggcied into 
Coimbatore at midnight 
there were only 12 cars 
and 15 motorcycles left 
in the rally 
The second sector 
from Coimbatoie to 
Cochin was a relatively 
easy ride through 
Ooty The winner 
George Anthony had a 
nai row escape near 
Gundalpet whei e his 
veh'cle "ollcd off the 
road because of a flat 
tyre With a bit of local 
help he put the Maruti 
Gypsy back onto the 
road minus the wind 
scieen He could only 
replac’e the shattered 
windscieen after about 
50kms The rally lost 
two hours at Gundalpet 
with in ate villagers 
putting up road blocks 
because of some 
misunderstanding 
At the finish point 
thei o were only 9 four 
wheelers and 15 two 
wheelers left According 
to most rallyists this 
was a very tough ev^nt 
and they were glad it 
was over 


BOMBAY 


Goodyear 
Women’s 
Car Rally 

K atie BHATHENA, 
the mother of 
illustrious drivers, 
Farad and Navaur, got 
into the prize winning 
vein her children have 
got accustomed to She 
zeroed through from 
Alibaug to Bombay 



without logging a single 
penalty point Just 
enough to emerge best 
in the Third Goodyear 
Women’s Car Rally 
thanks also to faultless 
navigation by her 
brother Bomi Mehta 
Katie Bhathena 
logged 12 penalty points 
overall to keep Nisha 
Sutana in second 
position for the third 
year m succession 
Nisha was leading when 
the drivers rolled into 
Alibaug on Saturday 
night Nisha had 10 
penalty points against 
her name at that stage, 
two less than Katie 
Bhathena On the way 
back to Bombay, 
however, Nisha and her 
navigator, Paru 
Achrekar, upset their 
title hopes by commg m 
a minute late at one time 
control and a minute 
early at another 
Meena Bhanushali. 


RESULTS 


1 Katie Balhena 

2 Nisha Sutana 

3 Meena Bhanushali 


last year s winner, came 
in third She logged as 
many as 21 penalty 
points on the first leg • 

The return trip to 
Bombay was better in 
that Sunil Shanbag | 

plotted the course better j 
to concede just 11 points 
which was creditable in 
the light of functioning 
with a defective stop 
watch 

Ostensibly, the ladies 
were out for a ball m this 
Sportscraft conducted 
event But fun or the 
thrill of breezing in the 
wmd over winding 
terrain apart, there was 
also a fierce competitive 
spirit where no quarter 
was given as these 
professional ladies drove 


for honours on surface 
which were good and 
bad. Some tracts at 
Murbad were especially 
risky with plenty of 
broken tarmac due to 
ram in the last few days 
Katie Bhathena’s I 
success was a triumph | 
for long-developed | 
consistency in ' 

maintaining right j 
speeds Katie Bhathena 
rightly said, “I don’t ! 
think these young ones ; 
liked me winning They : 
boast of faster reflexes | 
but I was just that shade 
fast enough to time 
everythmg right” Her 
daughter, Navaz, who 
fmished seventh with 52 
penalty points, was 
quite diplomatic when 
saying, “Winning or 
losing did not matter for 
me I just wanted to have 
a good time’’, but she did 
admit that her navigator 
goofed up a bit 

ACorrMpondwit 
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LEAGUE 

REVIEW 


Union Ban£ 


U NION 

BANK, who 

)U8t 

managed to 
make it to 
the Super 

League, claimed the 
Hai wood Ixiague 
lootball title in great 
style, winning all their 
matc'hes in the 
seven-team competition 
They thus put paid to 
the aspirations of 
Mahindraand Mahindra 
and defending 
champions Orkay Mills 
This 18 their maiden 
success in Bombay's 
pi-emiei league 
Union Bank thereby 
also performed a rare 
leat They had won the 
Bombay I^eague, First 
Division which in 
effect IS the second 
division, last season 
They had to play in the 
Bombay League in 1988, 
because, like Centi al 
Bank, they had not met 
in time the demand of 
the Bombay IJisti ict 
Football Association foi 
Re 8 OOO as 
compensation foi 
expenses incui reil in 
disputes between the 
BDFA and some clubs, of 
whom Mahindraand 
Mahindr a and Bank of 
India also formed a part 


Mahindi*a and 
Mahindra, whose defeat 
at the hands of Union 
Bank in their opening 
match of the Super 
League cost them the 
only points in the event, 
were tipped as the best 
bet But they had to be 
content with second 
place Bank of India 
edged out Orkay Mills 
on goal difference for 
third place, v'hile 
Central Railway 


finished fifth, Rashtnya 
Chemicals and 
Fertilizers sixth and 
Central Bank seventh 

(The Super League 
was to have been 
composed of the top 
eight teams from the 16 
who took part in the 
fust leg Catholic 
Gymkhana, the only 
private club among the 
16, withdrew after 
fulfilling ten of their 15 
matches and 
unwittingly caused 
some of the clubs in the 
hunt for a Super League 
berth,doubt8 and 
disputes) 

The youthful Union 
Bank, average age less 
than 24 years, would 
have secured their Super 
I^eague berth far more 
comfoi tably but for the 
Cooper age pitch being a 
quagmire for many of 
their first-leg matches 
They delighted the fans, 
but were held in check 
as much, or rather 
more, by the ground 
conditions The promise 
they had shown early in 
the season was fulfilled 
as the ground 
conditions impioved, 
though the ruts that 
caused unpredictable 
flow and bounces of the 
ball offset to some extent 
the drying of the pitch 

Union Bank also were 
fortunate that for the six 
Super League tie" they 
had a fit, full 
complement of players 
They did not feel the 
handicap either of 
players being called for 
national camps or of key 
men on the injured list 
Young left back Vyay 
Thapa, one of the 
revelations in their 
ranks missed matches 



through injury early in Bank on the high road to 

the season But he was success After these 
in the team through the wins, they were in no 

vital pha^e mood to let any team 

The 2-0 and 3-0 wins deny them a pomt and 

over Mahindras and the ultimate prize They 

Orkay, respectively, m were tense against a 
the Super League depleted Bank of India 

virtually put Union m their penultimate 
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i Maiden Triumph 



match, but settled down 
after forgmg ahead 
midway through the 
hrst half and made light 
of the equaliser they 
conceded before the 
interval with quick 
goals m the second half 
The 4-. success virti»ally 


Union Bank's Manzoor 
Arftn (left) and Roy 
Fernandes block 
out the challenge 
of a Bank of 
India rival 



sealed the title for them 

Umon Bank also 
defeated Central Bank, 
1-0, R C P . 2-0, and 
Central Railway, 2-1 
Their forte has been 
their imdfield of junior 
mtemational Aqueel 
Ansan, who at 19 is the 
baby of the team, Arif 
Ansari, 22, and Micheal 
D'Silva, 25 For the two 
Ansans, who both hail 
from Rabbani Club, this 
was their first season 
together in big 
company But their 
performances hardly 
gave that away They 
overshadowed friend 
and foe alike with their 
work rate and perceptive 
play to their forwards 
Both also moved up to 
shoot at goal 

The Ansaris and 
D’Silva served well the 
three forwards, Roy 
Fernandes, who was 
given the prize for the 
best player, Mansoor 
Arfin, who claimed a 
half share in the top 
marksman’s trophy 
with two goals on the 
final day against Central 
Railway, whose Vijay 
Dasrath otherwise 
would have had the sole 
possession of the award, 
and Glen Miranda or 
Praful Suvarna 
Fernandes is the most 
seasoned of the 
forwards, though his 
looks could deceive 

The midfield and the 
forwards dictated the 
trend of play enough to 
hide the deficiencies of 
their deep defence, 
though Ravi 
Subramanium put up a 
workmanlike display 
throughout and 
goalkeeper Esmail 


Ansari was competent 
and had 20-year-old 
Nadeem Ansan as a 
reassuring deputy 
Some sort of a hoodoo 
hangs over Mahmdras 
as far as their bid for the 
league pennant is 
concerned since they 
were deprived of the 
chance to become the 
first to win the title 
three yeai s in a row by 
then being scratched 
when they went to 
Srinagar to take part in 
the tenth Federation 
Cui> the BDFA decided 
they could not delay the 
Super Isague for 
Mahindras’ return from 
Snnagai And this belief 
gains strength, as more 
than in the last three 
years they were far and 
away the most balanced 
outfit in Bombay 
Of all the teams, 
Mahindra tackled the 
very difficult ground 
conditions best, thanks 
largely to their 
consistent approach 
through the flanks 
Their midfielders, 

Manoj Bhatt, Santosh 
Kashyap, Shanta 
Kumar and Nandu 
Kotya manoeuvred to i 
help their strikers fan | 

out and play wide, a , 

tactic they were able to j 
adopt largely thanks to 
the proficiency of 
Mushtaque Ah, Jose and 
Godfrey Pereira to play 
on both flanks This also 
created the gaps for the I 
three strikers, as well as | 
the midfielders, to 
swoop in to meet crosses 
into the middle of the 
penalty area But their 
one defeat at the hands 
of Union Bank undid all 
their good work 

K.B. Karan, Bombay 
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HE Indians were 
right on target for 

_the first time at the 

Asian level When 
manager Pramod 
Chandulkar alongwith 
Limba Ram. Sham Lai 
and Hkalsang Dorji flew 
to Beying they knew 
from the outset that the 
going was going to be 
real tough against the 
long unchallenged and 
current Olympic 
champions South Korea 
and China 

However, with 
confidence Limba Ram's 
neat immaculate shot 
fetched him a third place 
in the 70m individual 
event and lourth in the 
combined 90m and 70m 
There was hope for the 
Indians after all 
Presumably But it were 
the Koreans who 
snatched everything in 
the individual events 
and everyone at t he 
Beying shooting i angc 
believed that the team 
event gold was already 
theirs But the Indians 
had other plans 

Of late the Indian 
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teams in the vai lous that oui archers at the 

disciplines have not bi^eii Asian ChamFiionships 
in remarkable form and put up a superlative 
It was rather surprising i display to dethrone the 
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reigning South Koreans 
in the team event with a 
tally of 1850 
points-eight points more 
than the Koreans And 
for Limba Ram there 
was a bonus in the form 
of a silver m the 
individual event 
It was certainly a day 
to rejoice and be proud 
of It certiunly was aii 
achievement because 
South Korean 
supremacy for over a 
decade was wrested Not 
by China but India 
Unbelievable Congrats' 
Pictures show (top) The 
Asia Cup being 
presented to the Indian 
archery team at Beying 
and (below from left) 
Sham Lai, Limba Ram, 
Russian coach 
Alexander Nikolai, 
Rajinder Guiya, 
Hkalsang Dorji with 
Pramod Chandulkar and 
the spoils 
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“1 was impressed 
when my doctor said 
Keo-Karpin Hair Vitalizer 
really stops hair loss. 



4 > 


But I was convinced 
when 1 used it." 



It is not a toilet preparation 


“My doctor told me Keo-Karpin Hair Vitali/er* is a unique 
scientific formula l)ased on extensive research. He also told 
■ me it provides ail the essential proteins, to-en/ymes and 
vitamins for strengthening hair roots 
All I Know is that it has certainly stopped my hair from 
falling and checked dandruff." 

Here's an excerpt from the lesearch report : 

"66.66% gave excellent and 33.33% gave good results with 
complete disappearance of dandruff In all cases and nearly 
cent per cent stoppage of fall of hair... So, success rate with 
Keo'Karpin Hair Vitalizer may bestatedtobecentper cent." 

Indian Medical Gazette 118.223 (1984) 

The|proven| scientific way 
to prevent hair loss and dandruff. 



Dey's Medical.Care you can trust. 
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O NCE Yvonne Chongs packs 
her daug’hter off to 
school, she gets busy with 
the housework then it’s 
on with her chores—as a 
racing driver and movie 

mogul 

For slim, lissom Yvonne, a 
familiar sight on shopping trips 
in her nippy little Renault, is a 
woman who cannot resist living 
life in the fast lane 
Having done everything from 
nude and fashion modeUing to 
parachute jumping and judo, the 
32-year-old former Alfa Club 
Driver of the Year has now done 
an amazing movie deal in Eastern 
Europe As a result. Michael Caine 
IS reading one of her company's 
scripts and she has lined up Oliver 
Reed and Joanna Lumley for other 
movies 

But once m her ap't- - level 
home at Lancing, near Brighton. 

Y vonne dusts and cleans with 
the same dedication and precision 
that makes her a winner on the 
race track And she never hires 
any help to keep the place spick 
and span, putting it down to her 
husb^d Ronnie “Being Chinese 
he is very traditional when it 
comes to me doing the housework 
So I zip though it and go out to 
work or play."she explains 
“I have created a marriage to 
work for me,” Y vonne says, 
adding “I have a lot of freedom to 
keep my identity I might go out 
with the girls at least once a week 
I couldn't bear to be 'Mrs 
Housewife' I still have a wild 
time I'm living in the fast lane 
“My 36-year-old husband, who 
owns a garage, has accepted my 
racing now But at first he 
thought 'Let her carry on and she 
will get sick of It and be an 
ordinary housewife But I got 
worse'” 

Sometimes when Yvonne is busy 

To the victor go the spoil8...Yvonne 
with some of her trophies 


or away from home, she asks her 
parents to look after her 
11 -year-old daughter Kim But. 
most of the time, she treats her 
like a fnend and confidante 
Taking Kim along to 
race-meetings, she has even 
shown her the nude photographs 
of herself that appeared in 
magazines like Maytmr 

She said “My daughter has seen 


my photographs and says ‘You 
don't look bad* I'm honest with 
her But my mum and dad pretend 
I didn't do It' Nude modellmg was 
lucrative work, but I refused to 
pose for soft pom magazines” 
Financmg her racing by taking 
nearly every modelling job she 
was offered, Yvonne put her foot 
down when some timewasters 
wanted to put money up only if 
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she stripped off and posed with 
the car ‘Tm not ashamed of having^ 
done nude photogfraphy, but I 
won’t do it for sponsorship I 
could never hold my head up in 
the pits ag'ain” she said 
As for people who feel that she is 
selfish as a mother to take such 
risks on the race track, Yvoxme 
argpies, “But every time you drive 
on the M25 motorway, you take a 









i|M 

^ 




.‘‘N. '• 


'>> 




Vi 


j 


»■ A 


fj 


' » 


P' ^ 

^ ^ 

V 












, ^1 


WTWTff 







/ 




X 




t; '• '■ 









Yvonne a scif-contessed ' devii' 
on die track, (uirls her car into a 
tigtit corner 



risk Kim comes to r ces, g^ivesme 
a bif? kiss, and tells me to be 
careful ” 

N OW the fast-lane housewife is 
zooming into another risky 
business the world of 
movie-making Becoming director 
of a locally-based company, 
Hammerwood Films, Y vonne has 
just helped to pull off a brilliant 
deal witn the Czechoslovakian 
film industry, beating some 
names to the punch 
The firm’s managing director, 
Ralph Harvey, believes Yvonne's 
sparkling looks and personality 
captivat^ the Czechs hearts 
Turning up in a shocking pink 
suit complete with daringly slit 
skirt, she didn't bat an eyelid 
when riots erupted in Prague and 
showed the movie men found that 
she had shrewd head for business 
She realised they were desperate 
for ham currency, while 
Hammerwood needed finance for 
its films, so did a deal where the 


Designer race-suits and matching 
boots and earrings were part of 
Yvonne’s strategy 






Czechs put up 85 per cent of the 
cost of a movie in crona. on the 
understanding that their share of 
the profits would be in sterling or 
dollars 

Ex-stuntman Ralph, who met 
and become friends with Yuvonne 
when she was modelling, told me 
“They absolutely fell in love with 
her The Czechs found It unusual 
to meet a woman from the West 
who could talk high-powered 
business When we were in 
Czechoslovakia, I charmed the 
women and she charmed the 
men ” 

Yvonne added “It was strange 
We didn't know what attitudes 
would be like The two nationalities 
are vastly different—the Czechs 
think we are extrovert and over 
the top But we got on well with 
them They gave us beautiful gifts 
and there were tears in their eyes 
when they said goodbye " 

T hen there’s the racing ‘For 
that you need a lot of guts, 
nerves of steel, determination 
and belief in yourself, especially if 
you are female” says Yvonne, 
adding “But I’d absolutely 
encourage women to do it I’d like 
to see more of them racing ” 

It wasn’t easy foi Yvonne to 
drive her way into the 
male-dominated sport Developing 
a taste for racing after meeting 
Singapore-born Ronnie in a 
London nightclub— he ran a 
garage that did a lot of work on 
racing cars—their eventual 
marriage saw Yvonne make 
frequent trips to the tracks And 
soon, just watching from the 
sidelines wasn’t enough for her 
She recalled “I had the typical 
female role of making sandwiches 
for mechanics and just watching 
the racmg I was worried they 
would laugh if I asked to have a 
go So in 19631 got a racing 
licence in secret and entered a race 
at Goodwood ’’ 

Wearing a designer race-suit 
with matching shoes, earrings 
and handbag, Yvonne went over 
the top to get noticed "There are a 
few lady drivers but they look like 
men,’’she said 

“I got comments about my suit 
ano the men thought ‘She’s got a 
bit of money and fancies herself as 



a racing driver’ Even when I came 
firs, in my class nobody would 
give me any praise except my 
mother When Ronnie found out, 
he said it was just luck ” 

But Yvonne wouldn’t be 
deterred Practising by hiring 
tracks like Brands Hatch and 
Siiverstone for £98 a 
morning—the bills being paid 
with money from modelling—she 
listened carefully as other drivers, 
impressed with her 
determination, offered advice 
Soon, racing production saloon 
cars, Yvonne roared her way into 
top place at driving school 
Winning race after race in her 
Alfa 33, she was voted Driver of 
the Year by the Alfa Club, beating 
all the men, in 1984 

As she explains “I race with 
men I don’t like women drivers 
because they are not a challenge I 
drive from the seat of my pants 
It's intuition really I'm a different 
person behind the wheel I grow 
horns—I’m a devil ’ 

Although Yvonne kept winning 
trophies, it took two years to gam 
the respect of male drivers She 
said “After all that time, one 
fuddy-duddy chap shook my hand 
at the end of a race Most men said 
I shouldn’t be racing The view is I 
should be making the coffee and 
picnics That infuriated me I 


don’t class mysvlf as a lady driver 
I am not out to prove a point Now 
men drivers talk to me, accept my 
advice and take me seriously ” 

But there's another problem 
now “The women don’t like me so 
much,” Yvonne complains “There 
18 a bit of jealousy and they think 
it’s a new chat-up line if 1 talk to 
their husbands about pistons ” 
Yvonne's next goal is winning 
the BMW Challenge, which means 
driving in 14 races over eight 
months And she’s looking for 
sponsors to help to raise the 
£80-85,000 the project will cost 
for spare parts, mechanics and 
travelling But those who think 
they will see what is beneath that 
designer race suit are in for a 
surprise no matter how tempting 
their offers 

And, although Yvonne spends 
much of her life competing in 
men’s worlds, she insists on 
looking 100 per cent woman She 
even tried to put on some lipstick 
while making a 7,500 foot 
parachutejump for charity But 
the wind whipped it away' 

Just one little feminine setback 
for the housewife and mother who 
loves living life in the fast lane 

ChrisJones 
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Anil Kumar: tti* driving force behind Save Our Sports 


Save Our Sports 

S AVE Our Sports (SOS) an 
independent organisation 
started by a band of youngsters 
from Trivandrum witii the 


its young and dynamic Secretar v 
AnilKumar It intends to buy a 
ground of its own and to slai t a 
modern health club It also 
proposes to awaid gold medals to 
outstanding sports personalities 
of the year 
Sejeev Kumar T.K. 


promotional organisation, was 
won by Yasin Merchant who 
received it at the fifth annual 
function of the Academy, at Hotel 
Oberoi Towers, recently 

Yasin Merchant was adjudged 
the best from among the several 
nominations which came up for 
consideration before a special 
Sports Award Committee of the 
Academy headed by Ajit Wadekar, 
ex-lndia's Test captain 

Yasin Merchant's singular 
successes in a string of national 
and international tournaments in 
the green top baize game 
and his victory in the 

recent Asian Snooker 
Championship weighed heavily in 
his favour in the selection for the 
award 

Yasin Merchant was pi-esented a 
cheque of Rs 5,000-- by Nanik 
Rupani and a trophy bv Ramrao 
Adik, Maharashtra’s Minister lor 
Industries and Labour, who was a 
special guest at the function 

At the same function, Kum 
Anjali Rajagopal the first 
officially recognised Indian 


objective of finding out young 
talent , completed its third year of 
service this ^ptember 
SOS conducted Federation Cup 
Basketball (1986) and All India 
Women's Hockey Tournament 
(1987) The funds generated by 
these tournaments are used for 
coaching school children in 
athletics and football The 
organisation is spending about 
Rs 15 0(X) a year for kits and 
equipment alone 
To take the message of sports to 
the panchavats. SOS conducted a 
mass I un itom Cannanore to 
Trivandi um along the length of 
Kerala During this run, they 
screened spoi ts films and had 
discussions w ith the people at 
various places 

I The SOS has its own men's 
, basketball team They have 
already won many tournaments at 
the state level and were the 
semi-finalist in the All India 
Basketball at Tuticonn and in the 
Bangalore Mayor's Cup 
! The organisat ion has great 
l^plans for the future according to 
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Sports Man Of The Year 

T he 1989 Sports Man ol the 
Year Awai-d instituted by 
Priyadarshini Academy, a 
prominent 

socio-educational-sports-cultural, 


Women Cricket Umpire, also 
reputed to be the youngest of all 
cricket umpires in the world, was 
felicitated for her unique 
achievement 

Yasin Merchant receiving the 
trophy from Ramrao Adik, 
Maharashtra’s Minister for 
Industries and Labour 
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Gloiy 

O VER the past few years, 
Chancellor has been 
consciously promotingr excellence 
in sports—whether it is hockey, 
cricket, billiards, golf or 
swimming Thus Chancellor has 
been able to encourage young and 
upcoming Indian sportspersons to 
achieve greater heights in their 
respective disciplines One such 
young hero is Akhil Oesai, ag^ed 
13 years, studying in the 9th std 
of Model English School, 

Dombivli 

Akhil’s baptism in the 
swimming pool was in May 1986 
With encouragement from his 
parents he gained admission to 
the Doombivli Gymkhana which 
allowed him unlimited practice 
time Under the expert guidance 
of his coach Subodh Sule, Akhil 
developed a penchant for long 
distance swimming After long 
hours of practice, Sule realised 
that Akhil wass ready for his first 
major test Hence, Akhil swam in 
the relay event from Dombivli to 
Bhayandar and back, a distance of 
lOkms Encouraged by this 
swim, Akhil participated in the 
competition organised by 
Maharashtra State Amateur 
Aquatics Association, from Sunk 
Rock to Gateway of India, an open 
sea swim on 15th August, 1989 
Akhil also participated m the 
State Level competition from 
Mumbra Reti Bunder to Dombivli 
Reti Bunder 
The successful attempts 
heretofore implanted the idea in 
Mr Sule of attempting the solo 
swim from Dharamtar to Gateway 
of India, a distance of 36 kms 
This stretch, Akhil completed in 
lOhrs and 6 minutes Akhil's 
physical condition immediately 
after the swim convinced Mr Sule 
and Akhil’s parents to arrive on 
the decision to make Akhil swim 
double the stretch, i e from 
Gateway of India to Dharamtar 
and back 

However, this swim required a 
very concrete support as well as 
sponsorship Here, the sports 
lover Mr. Gulab Joshi, the 
President of Kamgar Utkarsh 


Akhil Desai (centre) with his 
parents and offloials of QTC 
Industries Ltd 

Sabha actively participated m 
support of the event which was 
sponsored by G T C Industries 
Ltd , for Chancellor 
This successful attempt 
completed in 25 hrs and 56 
minutes was the third such 
attempt which made Akhil the 
youngest ever swimmer to 
complete it 

This prompted Mr Gulab Joshi 
and the GTC Industries Ltd , to 
come to the decision to fully 
support Akhil's swim of the 
English Channel This event was 
successfully completed by Akhil 
on 26th July, 1989 

After this Channel swim, GTC 
Industries Ltd , decided to 
support yet another such long 
distance swim of the Straits of 
Gibraltar This was a swim from 
Tanfa in Spain to Punta Zyres in 
Morocco, a distance of 27 kms 
These waters are known to be very 
rough and also inhabited by 
dangerous sharks, whales etc 
Apart from these aquatic dangers, 
the winds also play the role of 
making these waters risky The 
winds in the Strait are so vicious 
that they dissuade the swimmer in 
the initial stages itself 


! 
I 

Against this background Akhil 
started this attempt on 15th of 
September, '89 Again Akhil’s 
hard work, stamina and his 
perseverance enabled him to 
complete this distance within only 
4 hours 58 minutes We are proud 
to mention here that this 
successful attempt placed him aus 
the youngest swimmer in the 
world and also the second fastest 
swimmer in the world to do so 
This achievement is one more 
milestone in Akhil's career 


MADRAS 


Hindu Open Gkdf 

C OMPARED to the Gumdy Golf 
I .nks, the course at the nearby 
Cosmopolitan Club is tricky and 
difficult While a sub par score at 
Gumdy is not uncommon, even a 
par score at the latter course is 
considered an achievement But 
such was the form displayed by 
Calcutta's colourful golfing 
personality Bunty Randhawa. 
that he mastered even the adverse 
conditions to emerge an easy 
winner in the Hindu Open Golf 
Championship which climaxed 
the golfing season in the city 
dui irig the first week of October 

■«» 





The 25-year-old professional 
was m superb form throughout 
with a confident start which gave 
an early indication of his mastery 
over his rivals who were some of 
the top names around the Indian 
golfing circuit With a one unJer 
par score of 71 in the opening * 
round Bunty took an early lead 
But close behind him was All Sher 
of Delhi who had a par round of 
72 Bunty’s 71 was the first sub 
par score at the championship 
since 1987 

With a P8U* round of 72 in the 
next round Bunty showed that his 
display the previous day had not 
been a flash in the pan With an 
aggregate score of 143, he held a 
three stroke lead over his nearest 
rival Rohtas Singh of Delhi and a 
four stroke lead over the 
defending champion Based All of 
Calcutta Even at this stage, 
however, it was not certain that 
Bunty would win for Rohtas and 
Basad Ah were experienced 
campaigners But Bunty, 
representing Rampur Distilleries, 
settled the issue once and for all 
on the third day with a display 
that was superlative even by his 
own high standards set in the 
competition He fired a three 
under par 69, breaking the course 
record of 70 set by G Mandolkar 
of Bombay some years ago 

At the end of the penultimate 
round Bunty had virtually made 
sure of the title with an aggregate 
total of 121 His nearest rival 



Bunty Randhawa of Calcutta 
mastered the difficult golf 
course at the Cosmopolitan 
Club to win the Hindu Open 
Golf 

Rohtas was now eight strokes 
behind having managed only a 74 
in the third round Bunty had 
three birdies on the second, ninth 
and leth holes and did not drop 
even a single stroke on any of the 
18 holes 

The contest was virtually over 
and on the final day, Bunty came 


in with a par round of 72 to finish 
the four round competition with 
an aggregate of284, aoourse 
record Rohtas finished second 
firing a one over par 73 and 
finishmg with an aggregate of 
293, nine strokes behind Bunty 
Sananand of Madras was third 
He aggregated 297 and fired the 
best round on the final day. a one 
under par 71 Basad Ah, who had 
won the title for two years 
running, slipped to fourth spot 
with an aggregate of 298 

inttalTnvhyFoottiall 

D espite the presence of eleven 
outstation sides, mcludmg two 
from foreign soil, it was a local 
team. State Bank of India 
(Madras) which claimed this 
year's Vittal Trophy Football 
Tournament held in the city for 
five weeks last month 
This could either mean that the 
level of Tamil Nadu soccer has 
picked up or that the quality of 
outstation sides was mediocre 
One would like to think that it was 
a little bit of both but with all due 
credit to SBI, the super league 
champions, it must bestated that 
the quality of soccer dished out 
from the outstation sides was very 
poor indeed It was not that good 

State Bank of India (Madras) 
with the Vittal Trophy which 
they won after defeating 
Titanium in the final 








sides were not invited Among the 
outfits which participated were 
holders Kerala State Road 
Transport Corporation 
(Trivandrum), Titamum 
(Trivandrum), EME 
(SecunderabE^d). SBI (Hyderabad), 

Customs (Bombay), Telecom 
(Bangalore), BEML (Bangalore), 

HAL (Bangalore) and Hmdustan 
Photo Films (Ooty) 

The usual international flavour 
was added tathe competition with 
the inclusion of the renowned 
sports club hrom Colombo and the 
Selangor Indian Sports Council 
Team from Kuala Lumpur But 
, title fact that two local teams 
contested the semi final along 
with HPF and Titanium tells its 
own tale And m the final SBI got 
the better of the fancied Titanium 
by a solitary late second half goal 
scored by striker Md Isaac 

Much was predictably expected 
from the foreign sides But again 
as in previous years they 
disappomted The Colombo team 
lost to Southern Railway 0-1 and 
though they defeated HAL 3-0 
they could not make it to the senu 
final from their three team 
quarter final cluster as Southern 
Railway drew with HAL to 
qualify 

Clangor were a trifle unlucky 
They drew goalless with both HPF 
and EME But with HPF, also 
drawing goalless with EME there 
was a three way tie in the quarter 
final cluster Lots were drawn and 
HPF were lucky and qualified for 
the semi finals 

Holders KSRTC also could not 
get past their quarter final 
cluster They drew with SBI 
(Madras) goalless but lost to 
BEML by a solitary goal And with 
SBI defeatmg BEML, KSRTC 
finished at the bottom of the three 
team quarter final cluster 

Some oufstation teams plainly 
disappointed while others 
flattered only to deceive Customs, 
the fancied team from Bombay 
defeated Tube Products (Madras) 
but lost their next encounter to 
Induui Bank, the Madras third 
division league champions SBI 
(Hyderabad) were off to a fine 
start defeatmg Tamil Nadu 
Electricity Board 5-2 but were 
, whipped 0-3 by HPF m their next 
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Sqwr WSk Ciq> 


The Wills Trophy Limited Overs Cricket is played both in 
India and in Pakistan. The spmuors ITC hit upon a novel 
ides, i.e., to have a Super Wills Ctm between the winners of 
the India and Pakistan leg. So on Ootdber 6 at Lahore, IVBL 
of Piddstan |d»ed ag^dnst the Delhi XI. The Indian 
Championa led l» Madan Lai won the inaugural Super Wills 

, Cup. 


match Telecom (Bangalore) lost 
their opening match to WIMCO 
via the tie breaker In the quarter 
final league while Titanium and 
HPF survived to make it to the 
semi finals, fancied sides like the 
two foreign teams, holders 
KSRTC, EME, HAL and BEML 
could not proceed that far 
There was a time when the 
Vittal Trophy was known as the 
blue riband of South Indian 
soccer It used to attract leading 
outstation sides and was 
organised in a smooth manner 
Nowadays the competition is just 
another tournament'in the 
Madras Football Association 
calendar At the outset, it was 
announced that the competition 
would last from Sept 1 to 24 but 
the final was played only on (k:t 4 
Another disturbing factor was the 
manner m which the draw was 
changed so very often with the list 
of participating teams being 
changed From the original draw. 


at least half a dozen teams did not 
take part and this did not speak 
very well either for the teams or 
the organisers Rain too caused an 
upset in the schedule and there 
was one major embarrassment for 
the MFA when an irate crowd 
prevented a match from taking 
placr> All told this year’s Vittal 
Trophy Tournament was 
unsatisfactory when viewed from 
any angle and the MFA will have 
to do some hard thinking if they 
want to bring it back to the glory 
of old 

PartabRsmchanil 


State Toga 
GhanqikHiih^) 

jk NY sort of sporting event 
Aseldom goes unnoticed m the 
suburbs Like ajstra party, which 






can draw people of all ages fi oni 
even the remotest corner of a 
village The State Yoga 
Championships was held in 
Sonarpur, South 24 Parganas 
amidst great enthusiasm The 
16th edition of the state meet was 
organised by Dehasree at the Free 
Primary School premises 
That yoga has grown 
immensely popular with the 
young generation was evident 
from the number of participants 
which took part in the three-day 
meet which ended recently 
Seven district bodies and 17 units 
from Calcutta brought together 
425 participants in the fray 
It was quite a sight when 
Bowbazar Bayam Samity’s Tapan 
Ghosh, an elderly gentleman in 
his late forties, took the dais and 
shaped into an intricate posture of 
the limbs and body There were 
quite a few others who took their 
job quite seriously it seemed 
In the Distaff side, there were 
quite a few pai ticipants who were 
above 35 years Among them 
Ganguly Bagan's Jayashree 
Chowdhury hogged a lot of the 
limelight 

, Howrah district dominated the 
overall championships Howrah 
took the team title logging a good 
57 points Hooghly took the 
runners-up spot with 48 points 
The secretary of the West 
Bengal Yoga Association, Mi 
Hiten Roy, said that the 
association is working hard to 
, spi-ead yoga culture throughout 
the State Should a few district 
units give up their petty 
I differences with the state body, 
yoga is bound to catch up in the 
I villages 


I The following are the winners 
in the state championships BOYS 
Group A Tuhin Bal (North 24 
Parganasl Group B Partha 
Sarathi Das (Hooghly) Group C 
Tapan Ghanti (Burdwan) Group 
I D Anndam Nath (Bowbazar 
! Bayam Samity) Group E 
Suswapan Kundu (South 24 
Parganas) MEN (Group G) Pallav 
Dasgupta (Iron Man H Home) 
Group I Ashoke Paul (Bowbaunar 
BS) Group K Nirmal Saha Roy 
(IspatClub)^^^oupL Tapan 
Ghosh (Bowfazar BS) GIRLS 
jjGroup 4; Se^a Chakraborty 
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The State Yoga Championship 
in progress. It was held at 
Sonarpur, South 84 Parganas 

(Howrah) Group B Dipannita 
Sarkar (North 24 Parganas) 

Group C Swati Basu (Scientific 
Yoga Institution) Group D Swati 
Sana (South 24 Parganas) Group 
F Basanti Dutta (Southern Yoga 
Cure) WOMEN Group H Uma 
Ghosh Group I SmgdhaSen 
Group K Jayashree Chowdhury 

SoumKraBoM 

Calcutta Haidcmnt 
Tfflmls 

T he Calcutta Hardcourt Tennis 
Championships had a new 
men’s winner, Shiel Kumar 
Despite losing a set, he pulled off 
an easy victory over Ram Kumar 
at the South Club courts recently 
The Calcutta Hardcourt 
Championships did not promise 
much in terms of good tennis as 
the ‘star' players like Zeeshan All 
and Er rico Piperno were not 
available And if the gathering on 
the day of the men’s final is any 
yardstick, then the meet failed to 
evoke much interest 
However, the men’s final started 
on a lively note with Shiel and 
Ram playing real good tennis The 
first set was a see-saw battle Shiel 
broke Ram in the second game, 
but his lead was neutralised when 
Ram broke Shiel in the third By 


the eighth game, Shiel had ran to ' 
a 5-3 lead, but Ram was in no 
mood to give up He reeled off the 
ninth, tenth and the 11th games 
on the trot to lead 6-5 But Shiel 
took the 12th to even scores at 6-6 

The tie-breaker went 7-6 in 
favour of Ram 

Just when the men’s final was 
posing to be a lively battle. Ram 
Kumar surprised all All the 
agility, fighting spirit and 
stamina Ram had shown in the 
first set simply evaporated Shiel 
was all over his rival in the next 
two E»ts The second and third sets 
proved to be a cakewalk for the 
left-handed Shiel He won the 
match 6-7 (5-7), 6-1.6-1 

Ram partnered elder brother 
Dilip in the men’s doubles which 
followed soon after the men’s 
final The final seemed to have 
taken most of the steam out of 
Ram Kumar And Dilip was too 
erratic Yet the duo managed to 
level 6-5 in the best-of-l 1 games 
match against Surendra Kumar 
andP S Knshnan In the 
tie-breaker, Surendra and 
Krishnan won 7-2 

The following are the winners 
in the other events Veteran 
singles I N Chaturvedi Men’s 
handimip singles Nizamuddin 
Girls’singles SujataTamldar 
Under- 18 boys’ S Fazaluddin 
Under- 14 boys’ Siddartha Verma 
Veteran doubles J Mukeijeaand 
C Qoswami 
lewiiNniBeM 





MAILBAO! 


The Drama 
Has Ended 


|HE 38-day long cricket ban 
rama has Anally ended 
Along with it, it has 
brought a lot of humiliation 
totheBCCI Th^ certainly did not 
distinguish themselves when they 
took the drastic and unwarranted 
step of banmng the sue top 
cricketers on rather flimsy 
grounds 

They never dreamt of the 
swiftness in which the Supreme 
Court acted and made the 
disciplinary committee’s decision 
null and vend 

One thmg 18 clear The players 
had erred m disobeymg the Board's 
directive by going to the USA and 
Canada But instead of outnghtly 
banmng them, a monetary fine 
should have been imposed 

However, the saddest part of the 
whole episode was the mvolvement 
of the third parties and the 
mterference oT many a politician m 
the workings of the BCCI 
RAHULMLSRA, 

Sambalpur 

Eat llieir Words . * 


IHHE super six have won and made 
JL the BCCI eat their words and 
rightly too It has been a right 
thing although there is a fear that 
m a game like cricket, where we are 
reasonably good performers, there 
should be barmoney between the 
Board and the players 
JWENDRASHARMA. 

Oondia City. 

Uttarr Pradesh 


WeH-wittten 4 

rilHE Rahul Qandhi controversy 
LiSportaworld, 13th September) 
was weU written It is clear from the 
arbole that Rahul Qandhi IS a 
shooter of tremendous promise He 
has won gold medals m the 
nationals and I think he deserved 
hia admission into St Stephens 
aOUMTTDAS. 

Balurgbat 

WeetBeagal 





Supeib 


Mbute •: 


A true champion should adapt 
himself on any kind of sur¬ 
face or any kmd of condition 
Powerpacked Boris Becker proved 
that by winning the US Open 
beating Lendl In recent years I've 
never come across a tennis player 
of such tremendous power, skill 
and stamina 
CHAYAN DASTJDAR, 

Bombay 


Interestliig 


Y our issue on Chns Evert 

(Sportsworld, 13 September) was 
superb Chns Evert has been one of 
the greatest tenms players of the 
modem era But I disagree with the 
fact that she is considered the 
greatest women athlete of the past 
25 years Surely there is Martina 
Navratilova who is as great and 
there have been several women 
athletes m other sports who have 
performed as well 
VIBHimPATHAK, 

Indore 

The Deiter Draw. • ^ 

T he sacking of David Gower 
leaves one puzzled Ted Dex¬ 
ter’s indiscreet views makes him a 
twerp in the literal sense in the 
eyes of any cricket lover Dexter 
finds Gower eligible to captain 
England and then suddenjy 24 
hours later he withdraws his 
statement And then adds that 
Gower is not even fit to be in the 
team I would appreciate it if Mr 
Dexter could make up his mind 
K BARUAH. 

Tmaukhia 




Y our cover story on Chns Evert 
made mterestmg reading She is 
one of the few players who have 
made tennis-watohmg very 
enjoyable One cannot find a better 
player imbued with the fine 
qualities of fair play, commitment, 
fierce detemunation and fightmg 
splnt 

The way she regards both victory 
and defeat as part of the game is 
truly remarkable That is the way 
Chns lives and plays her tennis No 
wonder, she is as great as tennis 
itself 

J SRINIVAS. KUMAR. 

Chittoor. 

Andhra Prade^ 

K IS difficult to thuik of 

Wimbledon and other Grand Slam 
events without the presence of 
Chns Evert She is a woman who is 
respected not only for her cool 
approach on the court but also for 
her impeccable behaviour off the 
court 

S HIJSSAIN, 

Dtbrugarh 

fllHANKS a lot for the article, 

A ‘Chns—A Legend Bids Farewell’ 
Most Chns fans would chensh this 
story But It would have been 
befitting to have given a poster of 
Chns to supplement the story 
PATRICK GERARD, 

BUaapur 

A fter a long spiell, we got tennis 
back on the cover ‘A Legend 
Bids Farewell’ was a superb story 
about Chns Evert and her glonous 
past Altogether you deserve a lot of 
thanks for that superb issue 
ALOK KUMAR JHA, 

Bhagalpur 
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BMDOE 

I 

I Anybody with the slightest 
I knowledge of Sanskrit knows that 
. ‘aushk&ngKashthang’and ‘nirasa 
i tarubara’bolhrefertothesame 
I dry piece of wood Given a choice, 

I though, everybody would use the 
latter for it obviously sounds 
sweeter Yes, I know this is a 
bridge column, not a Sanskrit 
teaching course, so I will present a 
hand It occurred in the match 
between India and Mauritius in 
the Asia & Middle East 
Championship at Cairo 


The Mauritians stopped in game 
and made six with the aid of a 
spade finesse The Indian South 
landed in six spades against silent 
opponents Winning the diamond 
les^, declarer paused to consider 
his line of play The lead could be 
fixim a 4-carder in which case 
there were no diamond loser but it 
could also be a singleton A trump 
finesse did not appeal because if it 
lost, he could swiftly be down on a 
diamond ruff Trump ace at trick 
two and a trump back could also 
be wrong if the trump king was 
right but the heart king wrong 
and the diamonds foul 


came to his club king and crossed 
over to the spade ace Now the club 
ace, ditchmg a heart, a club ruff m 
hand high and the heart ace left 

NORTH<dummy) 

O K 
Q J 

V K Q 10 

♦- 

WEST EAST 

4 K *8 

; K 10 9 7 6 5 V- 

- J 9 8 

♦- 4 0 5 4 

SOUTH 

* J 10 6 S 

/ 7 5 3 

♦ - 


NOHTH(dummy) 

4^ A Q 2 
Q J 8 

O A K Q 10 
4 A 10 6 


WEST 
* K 4 

K 10 9 7 8 S 3 

O 4 

4 9 8 7 


EAST 
♦ 8 7 
4 

‘',>3 9 8 8 
4 Q J 5 4 3 2 


SOUTH 

4 J 10 9 6 5 3 

A 2 

''.*7 5 3 2 

4 K 


To expert eyes there was a better 
solution At trick two, try the 
heart finesse If it won, one could 
play spade ace and spade back 
while If the heart queen lost, 
declarer could fall back on the 
trump finesse 


The actual declarer took a 
different line At trick two he 


At this stage declarer played a - 
second trump, end-playing West 
(if he had a second diamond to 
play back, there would have been 
no diamond loser, if the spade 
kmg went to East, a heart finesse 
would still be available) This line 
was only 2 54% better than the 
previous one, but still gave much 
pleasure to declarer as it was no 
doubt much prettier 
Santami Chose 
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ACCUSED: Bjorn Borg 
by his former girlfr¬ 
iend Jannike Bjorl- 
mg of regularly tak¬ 
ing cocaine during 
their relationship 
Borg has recently 
married Loredana 
Berte,an Italian rock 
star 


Jaaaidke, Borg’s 
former girl frlfl^ 


MMUffiBD: Adriana Duffy, who was rspresenting 
Puerto Rioo a^ the World Oynmastioa oham- 
pionshipa. whUk training when 

she alip^ and her aecm, Bha has ainoe 
hemi paralysed. A fund has baan started for 
her to put her on the road to rasovery. 

ram: Janaher Khan fbr failing. Ip turn up at 
the prize distribution fbr the World Opmi at 
Kuala Iiumpur. Janahar hsa alaa been put on 
prdjatkm for la months and' hio wtiam’B 
ohatpM for $15,000 withheld. 


APPOINTED: Mr Subrata Dutta of the Lake Club, 
Calcutta as jury for the Asian rowing meet to 
be held in Chandigarh 

CONGRATULATIONS: To Steve Davis on being 
appomted Snooker Player of the Year by his 
fellow players for the third year running 

PLAYER OF THE WEEK: The honour goes to Jimmy 
Connors as he dunked John McEnroe 6-3 6-3 
to retain his title at the $ 300,000 Toulouae 
Grand Prlx tournament. 

<8 

EXPBJJEO: Bapu Nadkami former Test |dayar, 
Sharad Kotnia Journalist and former treaaur-' 
er, prasmit secretary Vilas Godbde and two 
other members Kitin Dalai and Aran Sawaat 
by the general body of the Bombay Griekist 
Asaodiation(BCA)for 16 years foUowing^tihShr 
indictment in a fraud emounting to^ Elf ' 
Uijclm.Cfosrgeea$inanlpu}BitingbogvAt^^ ' 
accepting ornnfftjsstcma in oontraots mpd asB*- ‘ ^ 
ing oomtdimentacisa were also levtilsd,agafail „ 
them. ,' ' ‘ ” 
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EUROPE 

AGAIN 


The Europe golf team triumphed over the United States 
to retain the Ryder Cup. Tony Jaoklin's crack side 
which held a 9-7 lead as the competition entered the 
final day, lost the series of 12 (S-"”) singles at the Belfr\ 
course near Birmingham, but a startling 14-14 result 
was enough for Europe to keep the glittering trophy for 
another tw o vears this side of the Atlantic 








2ny^taddfcrtinc^«wt«llcmo^flop)...hu«i^ 

the —con0 ^ wid 42ir—r-oM Spuhrd Jo— fe ti fa CAnlaww (betow)wfw. loncS^ Chrtrty 

O'Connor struck the moet telling blows for the Europeww on the 18tti gi^ 
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. Clockwise from top: The 
w American wives had 
accompanied their 
husbands...l>ut all their 
cheers went in vain-and for 
the second successive 
time; ttie champion 
European tram; American 
Payne Stewart finds himself 
in deep trouble when his 
ball landed in the water at 
the 17th hole; mirrent US 
Open champion Curtis 
Strange In action on the 
final dra (bottom pic) and 
Christy 6’Connors Jr. (top) 

^ In comply with his wife 
and tram captain Tony 
Jacklin after his singles win 
over Fred Couples; top 
European and English 
goffer Nick Faioo 
waamering the 7th bunker 
on the last day at the Belfry 
course 
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PEOPLE 



IMRAN WRITING A BOOK 


Imran Khan is writing a 
book. So what? 

Not on cricket, that’s 
what' Some months 
back It was reported 
that he was workmg on a 
book on the 
Mohenjo-Daro. The 
latest whisper is that 
Imran has turned his 
attention to his favourite 
subject, the partition of 
the sub continent. Hie 
topic, confesses Imran, 
has‘intrigued and 
fascinated me’. When 
someone asked him why 
he was graduating to 
topics of substance, 
Imran replied “I have 
reached the age where 
introspection lends 
meaning to existence ” 
Good luck to him' 




Imran Khan—^Writlnga 
book on the partition 




GULLIT OUT FOR 1990 WORLD CUP? 


AC Milan’s blue chip 
investment may era 'h 
Ruud Gullit who was 
bought over for$57 
million had a slight 
problem with his knee 
two years ago The 
injury, sustained during 
a pre-season training 
programme, is creating 
problems It recurred 
last year during the 


semi finals of the Italian 
League Quick 
medication provided 
temporary relief and 
Gullit was back for the 
final 

The latest indications 
are that the knee may 
prove to be more 
problematic from now 
on For one thing, Gullit 
has missed most of 


Milan’s matches Gullit 
himself feels that he 
may be out for much 
longer after Christmas 
Enthusiasts fear that he 
might miss next year’s 
World Cup But one 
Italian doctor has 
diagnosed the worst, he 
feels that Gullit may 
never be able to play 
again. 
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Naoar—Opting for a 

than playing for 
, JRaldatan 


fl MUDASSAR 
OPTS OUT 


Mudasscor Na«n has 
opted lor o career with 
Bonk oi Credit 
Commerce International j. 
at the expense of his ^ 

future (of whatever there 
is) as a Pakistan 
cricketer. 

"1 hove asked not to be 
seiected for the Nehru 
Cup and the series 
against India." he told 
pressmen. "I would love 
to be bock in the teom for 
the tour of Austroiio after 
that. But nothing would 
give me greoter pleosure 
than seeing my place 
being filled by g capable ,A 
youngster." In on ^ 

interview. Mudoseor 
numbered his greotest 
cricketers. Gbeg 
Chappell. Allan Beider. 

Rod Marsh. Viv Richards. 
Greenfdge. MorshaU. 
Boycott. Botham. Kaidl 
Dev and Sunil Gave^mr. 
But the best two 
cricketers from this 
bundi? Dennis Lillee and 
eee SunilGovaskari r 

















HOLDING 
HANGS UP 
(OOPS!) HIS 
BOOTS 


Michael Holding 
announced hie retirement 
from Test cricket a^year 
back. Just to thwart any 
sweet talking by the West 
Indian selectors making 
him change his mind. 
Holding gave his cricket 
boots away at the end of the 
county season a month 
ago The awardees Devon 
Malcolm and Steve 
Goldmith 


LENDL SKIPPING ROLAND 
GARROS 
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into the liwBan tom for 
ShtofiriVliaibliaitoM 
llw imn:‘ito is a vwy, 
vary cood playar and 
has a lot af axparianca. 

Al of us fan wa naad a 
playar Mca him against 
P a Ms tanandthaWast 
I nd ia s . His bowling is 


waaponforus.” 

Surprising changa of 
tuno aiflor the acrimony 
of last season which 
oonvincad most 


In the words of a tennis 
expert, the unprecedented 
has happened A tennis 
player skipping a Grand 
Slam event Wait not 
because he has had enough 
or IS nursing an injury 
But because he wants to 
tram for another Grand 
Slam event a fortnight 
^away 

Ivan Lendl The Czech is 


skipping the French Open 
in 1990 because he wants to 
train singlemtndedly for 
Wimbledon Lendl has 
prescribed for himself a 
diet of weeks of practice on 
grass “If Becker can win 
on a Grand Slam event on 
a non-grass surface and 
Wimbledon as welt, why 
not me^ he asks Why 
not^ we’ll see in July 1990 


CHANGE IN 
TUNE! 


Hoar chabman of 


Anuuiurfh waidd never 

lA *-- * - Ak^ 

IIMNM n IIMCK NlfO IM 

Im i sn tea m . At least not 
with Raj Sbigh as the 


Aimunath. After having 


But than you can never 
say in crfckat, as they 
say. 































VP W VHAT ft Sunday I While my nafghboura 
■ Jlfoompfltadtowaiidi Mfthahhftr atthakHidflBt- 

■IV I preferred to wfttoh MMuMarkdret. Ihdlft 
W kxddnghornawitfaandi-rivalaPalciBtanat 
Shftrjfthftnd England inaugurating the mhni Cup 
with ft win over Sri Lanka. So what if Doordarehan 


oouMnt make up their minda about which niatoh to 
ahow? 



SrManth dM tiM flrug. JNit only on my aal 


Flopping down on the aofk. I prepared myaelf for ft 
long d^ of tdeviaian viewing. The 34* heat and 
ezoeanve humidity combatted by ft chilled drink. 
The boredom of defenaive play negated by ft bowl of 
faat-diminiahing munobiM. What better way to 
qpend ft Sunday? Ha. thath what 1 thought too. 

Hanlly had I atarM boring my wilb with my 
aatute obaervatione—did you know the firat ever 
oneday match waa played way back on Sth January 
1971 between Engl and and Auatralla?No. Neither 
did my wife; tmt she doeant aeem to ^tpredate my 
hripfOlneeal—than Srikkanth Btarted doing the 
frug. Oettlngqilitintoatripea, hejerkadone way, 
then re v ersed directiop'tobteakdanoe hie way back 
aoroaa soreoi. Hang on a second before you ruah off 

tr» K110 ymir talaviiririn nfimpany fhrntmaMny ymi nf » 

set that ahowa all that. It's me who*a got to do the 


aueing; my aefavertioal hold had decided to go 
horiaontalf 

I gianoed aoroaa at where my wilb was whipiriiig 
iq)hindi between fiwc{u«itaortiaB to the livii^ room 
whenever the crowd leenfliad a ereaoando. IftMdie 
didn't aeem to have a short-wave transmitter to Jam 
my rsoeiAion. After aS. love is love: but cricket goes 
way beyond that, doesn't it? But no, aU she had in 
her hands was a partly mutilated anion (cadon 
fumes don't distort trieviaion signals, do they?). 
Much fiddling with the tuning and vertical hold 
ssrltohea later, I accepted defeat. 

Half-anrhour later, sweating and swearing aa 
ahopkeepeiw smilingly infonned me that SrUricanth 
and Sidhu were outttng looee. I almost accepted 
defeat again. Every trievialon technician in the 
vicinity seemed to have gone into hiding. Aa it is, 
competent fallows are bo rare that we have more 
Qiant Pandas around. But todqr even the numbered 
few wereablaok market commodity. 

Finally I ocdlared one as he sneaked hia way out of 
a neighbouring buildiiig. Coaxing him with 
promiaes of abundant reward. I managed to get him 
to look at my set. But ..Imt.. heyl There’s nothing 
wrong with the picture now. That’s Srikkanth (in 
his entirety) Jumping down the tracdr. only to get 
beaten by a Muahtaq floatmr and get stumped. But 
what about the vertioal frug and the sideways 
break? Not a sign. The look I got from the 
repairman made it clear he d^T want to hear my 
theory about onion fumes and television signals. 

BaA to the sofa and the munoblaB. Fingm 
orosaed and wife informed that I didn't want anions 


fa the curry. And then Doordarehan struck. 
Flashing aoroas screen was the meeeage that 
Channel One waa shifting to the live tetecaat of the '' 
Nehru Cup matdb at Drihi. Offering thanks to 
remote oontrola. I punch the button for Channri 
Two. And get the same thing.. .the Nehru Cup match 
being idayed at Delhil Beethoven couldn't have 
matched the speed with which I pressed the 
inrogramme button. Back to Channel One. and guess 
wh^ Yeah, Nehru Cup again! 

I couldn't briisve my luck. Etere waa Sidhu and 
Amamath wading into the Paklatani attack and 
they show ua Oiadatone Small bowUng at a bhi^ppia 
whose name I oahtpraaounoe ..orapell! Resigned to 
fate. I fooua on wy^funa.. .whatever fending off 
Fraser. And then inspiration strikeal GklUng fay 
wife, I profoundly asked her if die knew that Sri 
Lanka had the dubiouB dletfactlon of acoring the 
aecond lowest total ever in oneKiay cricket 56 
against West Indies at Sharjah 1986-67. No wonder 
the sheiks haven't bothered to call them back again, 
observed the wife. That’s not an, I persisted. 

England have a hand in the lowest one-day total ever 
too: aouttling Canada out for 46 at Manchester in 
1983. 


The last I saw of her was a brandished knife and 


muted muttering aa she fled from ihe room. 
SomethingabouttheperilsofmaRyagaqpocta - 
Journalist. Oceupatfamalhasard, Ipreto to oaB it 





The PHuricane meets Power Power Cricket gear The champion's range Cricket Shoes Shirts and Trousers Bats 
Balls.Oloves Pads Socks Pullovers Wear the Power Teel the Power And gear up for that awesome performance 


Available at select and gmmmwtmWHBUtiwmstores 










